Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



i Library 




l^urdTaarf^ in 1833. 






. *■• » 






X 






.^1 






:V. 



• 't: 






-?;•• 

'.•■ 



\- 



THE 

BRITISH CLASSICS 

VOLUME THE SIXTYSIXTH. 

COMTAINIKG XHB 

TWENTT-SECOND VOLUME 



OF 



SWIFT'S WORKS. 



1813. 



TONEWTOKK 

POBLIC UBRAIT 



. 7,. ■ -, -.. 



mm^ 



r 



■^'*{i 



fi 



W 






DM l«V' 




DTTHOMA3 SHKKIDAM, 



THE 




WORKS 

OF THE 

REV. JONATHAN SWIFT, D. D. 

DEAN OF 8T. PATRICK'S^ DUBLIN. 

A&BANGKD BY 

TH03US SEERIDJN, J. M. 

WITH 

NOTES, HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL. 



A M BW BDITIOW, IN TWBNTT-FOUB TOLUMBS. 

COBBBCTBO AMD MKntMD 

BY JOHN NICHOLS, F. J. S. 

BDINBVBaH AMD FBBTH. 



VOLUME XXIL 



IfEW'YORKi 
Pl'BLISHES BY WILLIAM DIOVBI^I^ AMB' CO. 



1813, 




'.'• ' . ifciitr ^ett , -^V**^ T gSL 

_ • ^""^^ to » ^ 



I 



CONTENTS 



OF 



THE TWENTY-SECONDTOLUME. 



JOrRNAL TO VTBLLA, 

LiTMB XXXIV. November 3— 17, 1711, - - - 1 

Letter XXXV. November 17- DecembeF 1, - - 12 

Letter XXXVI. December 1—15, - - - - 23 

Letter XXXVII. December 15— 29, - - - • 84 

Letter XXXVIII. December 2&-JaDuary 12, 171M2, - 44 

Letter XXXIX. January 12—26, .... 56 

Letter XL. January 26— February 9, - - - 66 

LetterXLI. Februarys— 23, 73 

Letter XLII. February 23-March 8, - - - 85 

Letter XLIII. March 8, 17IM2-22, ... 96 

Letter XLIV March 2^-April 8, ... - 107 

Letter XLV. April 24, 114 

Letter XLVI. May 10, 115 

LettPf XLVIL May 31, 117 

Letter XLVIII June 17, 120 

Letter XLIX. July 1, 123 

Letter L. July 17—19, 127 

LettcrLI. Xugust7, 130 

Letter Lll. September 15—18, - - - - 13a 

LetterLIII. Octobers— 11, 137 

Letter LIV. October 28-«0, 142 

Letter LV. November 15—18, - - - - 146 

Letter LVI. December 12, 13, .... 153 

Letter LVfl. December 18— January 3, 1712-13, - - 158 

LetterLVni January 4— 24, - - - - 170 

Utter UX. January 25— February 14, - - - ^\ 



VI 



CQNTEST9. 



Letter LX. February 15— 2B, ... ^ - 198 

Letter LXI. March 1—21, 201 

Letter LXII. March 21—April 7, - - - . 212 

Letter LXIII. April 7--23, 224 

Letter LXIV. May 16, 234 

Letter LXV. June 6, 236 

A complete Collection of genteel and ingenious Conversation, 
according to the most polite mode and method now used 
at Court, and in the best Companies of England. In three 

Dialogues, 239 



JOITRNAL TO STELLA. 



LETTER XXXIV. 

Londimy Nov, 3, 17]]. 

IVIr thirty-thud lies now befme me just fioish^d, and 
I am going to seal and send it, so let me know whether 
you would have me add any thing : I gave you my 
journal of this day ; and it is now nine at night, and I 
am going to be busy for an hour or two. 

4. I left a friend's house to-day where I was invited, 
just when dinner was setting on, and pretended I wai 
engaged, because I saw some fellows I did not know ; 
aud weut to Sir Matthew Dudley's, where I had the 
same inconvenience, but he would not let me go ; other- 
wise I would have gone home, and sent for a slice aS 
mutton and a pot of ale, rather than dine with persons 
unknown, as bad, for aught I know, as your deans, par* 
80DS, and curates. Bad slabby weather to-day. Now 
methinks I write at ease, when I have no letter-of MD's 
to answer* But I mistook, and have got the large pa- 
per. The queen is laid up with the gout at Hampton 
court ; she is now seldom without it any long thne 
together; I fear it will wear her out in a very few years. 
I plainly find I have less twitchlngs about my toes since 
these ministers are sick and out of town^ aud that I 
don't dine with them. I would compound for a light 
easy gout to be perfectly well in my head. Pray w^lk 
vheo the first frost comes, young ladies go a (c^vV^'e^^^ 

VOL. XXIU JL 



2 JOURNAL TO STELLA. 

• 

It comes into my head, that from the very time you 
first weni; to Ireland I have been alwars plying you to 
iralk and read. The young fellows here have begun a 
kind of fashion, to walk, and many of them have got 
iwinging strong shoes on purpose ; it has got as far as 
several young lords ; if it hold, it would be a very good 
thing. Lndy Lucy and I are fallen out : she rails at 
me, and I have left visiting her. 

5. MD was very troublesome to me last night in my 
«lcep ; I lias a dreamed, methought, that Stella was 
here : I asked her after JJingley, and she said, she had 
left tier in Ireland, because she' designed her stay to be 
dbort, and such stuff. Monsieur Pontchartrain, the se- 
cretary of state in France, and Monsieur Fonteneile, tlic 
secretary of the Royal Academy there (who writ the 
Dialogue dcs Moris, &c,) have sent lettei-s to Lord Pem- 
broke, *' that the academy have, with the king's consent, 
chosen him one of their members, in the room of one who 
is lately dead." But the cautious gentleman has given 
me the letters to show my Lord Dartmouth and Mr. St. 
John, our two secretaries, and let them see tliere is no 
treason in them ; which I will do on Wednesday, when 
they come from Hampton court. The letters are very 
liandsome, and it is a very great mark of honour and dis- 
tinction to Lord Pembroke. I hear the two French minis- 
ters are come over again about the peace ; but I have 
seen nobody of consequence to know the truth. I dined 
to-day with a lady of my acquaintance, who was sick, 
in her be<l-chamber, upon three herrings and a chicken; 
the dinner was my bespeaking. We begin now to have 
chesnuts and Seville oranges ; have you the latter yet .^ 
*Twas a terrible windy day, and we had processions in 
carts of the pope and the dtvil, and the butchers rsng 
their cleavei-s ; you know this is the fifth of Novembeiv 
popery and gunpowder. 
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6. Since I am used to this way of writing, I fancy I 
could hardly make oat a long letter to MD without it> 
I think I ought to allow for every line taken up, by 
telKng you where I dined ; but that will not be above 
seven lines in all, half a Kne to a dinner. Tour Ingoldsby 
18 going over, and they say here, he is to be made a 
lord. Here was t staying in my room till two this afler- 
noon for that puppy Sir Andrew Fountaine, who was to 
go with me into the city, and never came ; and if I had 
not shot a dinner flying, with one Mr. Murray, I might 
have fasted, or gone to an ale house. Tou never said 

e word of goody Stoy te in your letter ; but I suppose 
these winter nights we shall hear more of her. Does 
the provost laugh as much as he used to do ? we reckon 
him here a good for nothing fellow. I design to write to 
your dean one of these days, but I can never find time* 
nor what to say. I will think of something : but if 
DD^ were not in Ireland, I believe seriously I shoiild 
not think of the place twice a year. Nothing there 
ever makes the subject of talk in any company where I 
am. 

7. I went to-day to the city on business ; but stop- 
peA at a printer^s and staid there ; it was a most delU 
cious day. I hear the parliament is to be prorogued for 
a fortnight longer ; I suppose, either because the queeu 
has the gout, or that lord treasurer is not well, or that 
they would do something more toward a peace. I call- 
ed at lord treasurer's at noon, and sat awhile with Lord 
Harley, but his father was asleep. A bookseller has re. 
printed or new-titled a sermon of Tom SwiftV prioted 

* These two initial letters inclade both SteUa and Dijtgky. N. 

f A thaaksgivint; sermon, under the title of " Noah*8 Dove, aa 
Eihortation to Peace, set forth in a Sermon, preached on the seventh 
of November, 1710/* In several passages of this journal he in«QA;ucs^% 
that the lord treasarer, when he had a mxA \o v«i \iY&ltv«oi\'\«n»r 
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last year, and publishes an ad vertisemeDt calling it '' iB 
SwifVs SermonJ*^ Some friend of Lord Gal way 1^ 
by his directions, published a four shilling book aba 
his conduct in Spain, to defend him ; I have but j% 
seen it. But what care you for books, except Presto 
Miscellanies ? Leigh promised to call and see me, hi 
has not yet ; I hope he will take care of his cargo, an 
get your Chester box. A murrain take that box ; er( 
ry thing is spoiled that is in it How does the stroE 
box do ? you say nothing of Raymond : is his wii 
brought to bed again ; or how ? has he finished h 
house, paid his debts, and put out the rest of the mone 
to use ? I am glad to hear poor Joe is like to get h 
two hundred pounds. I suppose Trim is now reduce 
to slavery again. I- am glad of it ; the people were f 
great rascals as the gentlemen. But I must go to bei 
sirrahs. The secretary is still at Hampton court wit 
my papers, or is come only to-night. They plague m 
with attending them. 

8. I was with the secretary this morning, and w 
dined with Prior, and did business this afternoon til 
about eight, and I must alter and undo, and a clatter 
I am glad the parliament is prorogued. I staid wit! 
Prior till eleven ; the secretary left us at eight. Piioi 
I believe, will be one of those employed to make th 
peace, when a congress is opened. Lord Ashburnbar 
told to-day at the coffee-house, ^ that Lord Harlcy wa 
yesterday morning married to the duke of I^ewcastle' 
daughter, the great heiress ;** and it got about all th 
towit. But I saw Lord Harley yesterday at uoon in hi 

tb»n, would eiU him, or introdace him to company, by the name c 
^^'l}r. Tlionuu Snf\fiJ*^ As a clue to this jealousy, or dislike,^ let i 
b^ remembered, that Tom Swift, his ** little parson cousin,*' as th 
.dean styles him in a letter to W, B. Tooke^ June 29, 1710, affected t 
bo thought author of the ** Vale of a Tub** ^^ 
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ni^t-gowD, and he dined lo the city with Prior and 
•then ; so it is Dot true : but I hope it will be so ; for 
I know, it has been privatelj managing this long time i^ 
the lady will not have half her father's estate; for the 
duke left Lord Pelhafti's son his heir; the widow duchess 
will not stand to the' will, and she is now at law with 
Pelham. However, at worst, the girl will have about 
ten thousand pounds a year, to support the honour : for 
lord treasurer will never save a groat for himself. Lord 
Harley is a very valuable young gentleman ; and they 
say the girl is handsome, and has good sense, but red 
hair. - 

9. I designed a jaunt into the city to-day to be merry, 
but was disappointed ; so one always is in this life ; and 
I could not see Lord Dartmouth to-day, nvith whom I 
bad some business. Business and pleasure both disap* 
pointed. You can go to your dean, and for want of 
him, goody Stoyte, or Walls, or M anley, and meet every 
where with cards and claret. I dined privately with 
a friend on a herring and chicken, and half a flask of 
bad Florence. I begin to have fires now, when the 
momiogs are cold : I have got some loose bricks at the 
back of my grate for good husbandry. Fine weather. 
Patrick tells me, *^ my caps are wearing out ;" I know 
not how to^et othera. I want a necessary woman strange- 
ly ; I am as helpless as an elephant. I bad three 
packets from the archbishop of Dublin, cost me four 
shillings, all about Higgins, printed stuflf, and two long 
letters. His people forgot to enclose them to Lewis ; 
and they were only directed " to Doctor Swift," with- 
out- oamiog London or any thing else: I wonder how 

• 

* The great end, Lord BdiiDghroke says, of Barley's admiitistra- 
tioa was to marry bis bod to this lady *, wYi\c\i\ie «c.cMSi^\\i\»i^. "^ < 
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Ibej reached me, unless the poet-master directed theio!. 
I have read all the trash, and am weary. 

10. Why, if you must have it out, something is to 
be published of' great moment, and three or four great 
people are to see there are no mistakes in point of fact : 
and 'tis so troublesome to send it among them^ and get 
their corrections, that I am weary as a dog. I dined to- 
day with the printer, and was there all the afternoon : 
and it plagues me, and there^s an end, and what would 
you have ? Lady Dupplin, lord treasurer's slaughter, 
is brought to bed of a son. Lord treasurer has had aa 
ugly return of his gravel. 'Tis good for us to live iti 
gravel pits, but not for gravel pits to live in us : a man 
in this case should leave no stone unturaed. Lord 

' ti^asurer's sickness, the queen's gout, the forwarding the 
peace, occauon putting off the parliament a fortnight 
longer. My head has had no ill returns. I had good 
walking to-day in the city, and take all oppoi-tunities of 
it on purpose ^ormy heaUb^) birt I ces't w«lk in the 
park, because that is only for walking sake, and losei 
time, so 1 mix it with business : I wish MD walked 
half as much as Presto. If I was with you, I'd make 
you walk ; L would walk behind or before you, and you 
should have masks on, and be tucked up like any thing; 
and Stella is naturally a stout walker, and carries-faerself 
firm, mcthinks I see her strut, and step clever over a 
kennel ; and Dingley would do well enough if her pet* 
ticoats were pinned up ; but she k so enArmUd^ and so 
fearful, and then Stella scolds, and Dingley stumbles^ 
and is so daggled. Have you got the whalebone petti- 
coats among you yet^ I hate them; a woman here 
may hide a moderate gallant under them. Pshaw, 
what's all this I'm saying ? methinks I am talking to 

MD face to /ace. 
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}L Did I tell you that old Frowde^ the old fool, ii 
selling fan estate at Fepfiei'hara, and is skulking about 
the lowD nobody knows ^'here ? and who do you think 
managies all this for him, bat that rogue Child, the double 
squire of Farnham ? I have put Mrs. Masham, the 
queen's ^Tourite, upon buying it; but that is yet a 
great secret ; and I have employed Lady Oglethorp to 
ioquire about it. I was with Lady Oglethorp to-day, 
who k come to town for a week or two, and to-oiorrow I 
will see to hunt out the old fool ,* he is utterly ruined, 
and at this present in some biuid ally with some dirty 
wench. He has two sons that must starve, and he never 
gives them a ferthing. If Mrs. Mafiham buys the land, 
I will desire her to get tlie queen to give some pension 
to the old fool, to keep him from absolutely btarviog. 
What do you meddle with other people's affairs fpr f 
Bays Stella. O, but Mr. Masham and his wife are verj 
nigeot with me, since I first put them in tlie head of it 
I dined with Sir Matthew Dudley, who, I dot^f, will 
tooo lose his employment. 

12. Morning. I am going to huot out old Frowde, 
aod to do some business in the city, i I have not yet 
called to Patrick to know whether.it be fair. It hag 
been pest dropping these two days. Rainy weather 
imrts mj pate and my purse. He tells me 'tis very- 
windy, and begins to look dark ; wo be to my shillings: 
in old saying and a true ; " Few fillings, many Bhillings.'' 
If the day be dark^ my purse will be ligkt. 

To my enemies be tliis curse ; 
A dark day and a light puree. 

And 60 I'll lise, and go to my fire; fci* Patrick tells 
me I have a fire; yet it is not shaviugd^-j^W^tV^^^ 
v^eBther cold ;. this is too exlravagaiil. \^\i^V\&>tt^t«sas^ 
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•f Dillj ? I suppose you have liini with 70a. Stella 
k just now showing a white Jeg, and putting it into the 
dipper. Present my service to her> and tell her I am 
engaged to the dean : and desire she will come too : or, 
' Dingley, can't you write a note ? This is Stella's 
norniug dialogue; no, moniing speech I mean. Mor- 
row, sirrahs, and let me rise as well as you ; but I pro- 
moe you Walls can't dine with the dean to-day, for she 
is to be at Mrs. Proby's just after dinner, and to go with 
Gracy Spencer to the shops to buy a yard of muslin, 
and a silver lace for an under petticoat . Morrow again, 
sirrahs. At night. I dined with Stratford in the dty, 
but could not finish my affairs with him ; but now I have 
resolved to buy five hundred pounds South Sea stock, 
which will cost me three hundred and eighty ready mo- 
ney ; and I will make use of the bill of a hundred 
pounds you sent me, and transfer Mrs. WaUs over to 
Hawkshaw ; or, if she dislikes it, I will borrow a 
hundred pounds of the secretary, and repay her. Three 
shillings coach hire to-day. I have spoken to Frowde's 
brother, to get me the lowest price of the estate, to tell 
Mrs. Masham. . 

18. I dined privately with a friend today in the 
neighbourhood. Last Saturday night I came home, and 
the drab had just washed my room, and my bed-chamber 
was all wet, and I was forced to go to bed in my own 
defence, and no fire : I was sick on Sunday, and now 
have got a swingeing cold. I scolded like a dog at 
Patrick, although he was out with me ; I detest washing 
o( rooms : can't they wash them in a morning, and 
make a fire, and leave open the windows ? I slept not 
a wink last night for hawking and spitting : and nQW 
every body has colds. Here's a clatter : I'll go to bed 
Mod Bleep if I .can. 
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14. Lady Mouotjoy sent to me two dajs ago, so I 
dined with her to-day, and in the evening went to see 
lord treasurer. I found Patrick had been just there 
with a how dy^e, and my lord had returned answer, that 
he desired to see me. Mrs. Masbam was with him 
when I came ; and they are never disturbed : 'tis well 
she is not very handsome : they sit alone together set- 
tling the nation. I sat with Lady Oxford, and stopped 
Mrs. Masham as she came out, and told her what pro- 
gress I had made, &c. and then went to lord treasurer : 
he is tery well, only uneasy at rising or sitting, with 
same rheumatic pains in his thigh, and a foot weak. He 
showed me a small paper, sent by an unknown band to 
one Mr. Cook, who sent it to my knrd : it was written in 
plain large letters, thus : 

« Though G— *— d's knife did not succeed ; 
A F- — n*s yet may do the deed." 

Aud a little below, <* Bum this you dog.'' My k)rd has 
frequently such letters as these : once lie showed me 
one, which was a vision describing a .certain man, his 
dress, hia sword, and his countenance, who was to mur- 
der my lord. And he told me, he saw a fellow in the 
chapel at Windsor with a dress very like it. They of- 
ten send him letters signed '^ Your humble servant, The 
Devil ;" and such stuff. I sat with him till after ten, 
and have business to do. 

15. The secretary came yesterday to town from 
Hampton Court, so I went to bim early this morning ; 
but he went back last night a<;ain : and coming borne to 
night I found a letter from him to tell me, '' that he was 
just come- from Hampton Court, and just returning, and 
will not be here till Saturday night." A |}ox take Uvssl\ 
he bU^ ttH my busioesB. I'll beg \^V7^ \!(^ ^ak&»^\si«^ 
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when I have got orer this; aud hope to see MD in Ire- 
laocl sooo after Christmas. — I'm weary of courts, and 
want ID J journies to Laracor ; they did me more g;ood 
than all the ministries these twenty years. I dined to 
day in the city, bat did no business as I desi|i;iied. Lap 
dy Mountjoy tells me, that Diliy is ^t to Ireland, and 
that the archbishop of Dublin was the cause of his re* 
turning so soon. The parliament was prorogued tw(^ 
dajs ago for a fortnight, which, with the queen's absence, 
makes the town very dull and empty. They tell me 
the duke of Ormond brings all the world away with him 
from Ireland. London has nothing so bad in it in win* 
ter, as your knots of Irish folks ; but I go to no colTee^ 
house, and so I seldom see them. This letter shall go 
on Saturday ; and then I am even with the world again. 
I have lent money and cannot get it, and am forced to 
borrow for myself. 

16. My man made a blunder this morning, and let 
tip a visitor, when I had ordered to see nobody ; so I 
was forced to hurry a hang dog instrument of mine into 
ray bedchamber, and keep him cooling his heels there 

above an hour. 1 am going on fairly in the common 

forms of a great cold ; I believe it will last me about tea . 

days in all. 1 should have told you that in those two 

verges sent to lord treasurer, the G d stands for 

^Guiscard; that is easy; but we differed about F n;. 

I thought it was for Frenchman, because he hates theoi, 
and they him : and so it would be, '^ That although 
Guiscard's knife missed its design, the knife of a French* 
man might yet do it." IVly lord thinks it stands for Fel' 
ton^ the name of him that stabbed the first duke of Buck- 
ingham. — Sir Andrew Fountaine and I dined with the 
Vans to day, and my cold made me loiter all tlie even* 
jDg. Stay, young women, don't you begin to owe me a 
letter? just a month to-day sviicft 1 \i^d ^caw N, 22. 
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rii stay a week longer, and then I'll expect like agog ;■ 
till then you may play at ombre, ami so forth, as yoa 
please. The whigs are still cijiog down our peace, but 
we wHl have it, I hope, in spite of them ; the emperor 
comes oow with his two eggs a penny, and promises won- 
ders to continue the war; but it is too late ; only I hope 
the fear of it will serve to spur on the French to be ea- 
»y and nncere. JN^ight, sirrahs ; I'll go early to bed. 

17. Moroiug. This goes to night; I will put it my* 
self in the post-office. I had just oow a long letter 
from the archbbhop of Dublin, giving me an account of 
the ending your sessions, how it ended iu a storm ; which 
storm, by the time it arrives here, will be only half na- 
ture. I can*t help it, I won't hide. I often advised the 
disBoluticm of that parliament, although I did not think 
the scoundrels had so much courage ; but they have it 
only in the wrong, like a bully that will fight for a whore, 
and run away in an army. I believe, by several things 
tS)6 arehfoishop says, he is not very well either with the 
loveniment or clergy. — See how luckily my paper ends 
with a fortnight — God Almighty bless and preserve dear- 
est Uttle MD. — ^I suppose your lord lieutenant is now 
eettiag^out- for England. I wonder the bishop of Clogher 
does not write to me; or let me know of his statiiesi 
and how he likes them : I will write to him again, as 
soOB as I have leisure. Farewell, dearest MD, and love 
frettOi, who loves MD infinitely above all earthly things, 
and who will. My service to Mrs. Stoyte, and Cathe? 
rine. I'm sitting in my bed ; but will rise to seal this. 
JHoiTow^ dear rogues. Farewell again, dearest MD, <S2Ct 
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LETTER XXXV. 

London^ /Vmt. 17, 1711. 

I PUT my last this evenbg in the post-office. I dioetf 
with Dr. Cockburo. This being Q^een Elizabeth^ 
birthdaj, we hare the d and all to do among us. I 
just heard of the stir as tnj letter was sealed this flaom- 
ing ; and was so cross I would not open it to tell you. I 
have been visiting Lady Oglelhorp and Lady Worsley ; 
the latter is lately come to town for the winter, and with 
child, and what care you ? This is Queen Elizabeth's 
birthday, usually kept in this town by apprentices, 4Ssc 
but the whigs designed a mighty procession by mldnlgh^ 
and had laid out a thousand pounds to dress up the pope» 
devil, cardinals, Sacheverell, &c. and carry them with 
torches about| and burn them. They did it by contri- 
bution. Garth gave five guineas;' Or. Garth I mean, 
if ever you heard of him. But they were seised last 
night, by order from the secretary : you will have an 
account of it, for they bawl it about the streets already. 
They had some very foolish and mischievous des^osi 
and it was thought they would have put the rabble up- 
<m assaulting my lord treasurer's house, and the setreta- • 
ry's ; and other violences. The militia was raised to 
prevent it, and now, I suppose all will be quiet. The. 
figures are now at the secretary's office at Whitehall. 
I design to see tliem if I can. 

18. I was this morning with Mr. Secretary, who just 
came from Hampton Court. He was telling me moie 
particulars about thb business of burning the pope. lit 
cost a great deal of mon^, and had it gone on, would - 
have cost three times as much : but the town is full of^ 
it, and half a dozen Grub-street papers already. Tbt 
secretary and I dined at Bn^i^t'BtvVkQiiX WvVVt^ 
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tbetn at six, upon ao appoiotment witb some sober com- 
pany of men and ladies, to drink punch at Sir Andrew 
Fountaine's. We were not very merry ; and I don't 
love rack puncli, I love it better with brandy ; are you 
of my opiaioa ? Why then, twelve penny weather ; 
sirrahs, why don*t you play at shuttlecock ? I have 
thoogbt of it a hundred times; faith Presto will come 
over after Christmas, and will play with Stella before 
the cold weather is gone. Do you read the " Specta- 
tors ?" I never do ; they never come in my way ; I go 
to no cofl^hoiises. They say abundance of them are 
very pretty : they are going to be printed in small 
Tolumes ; I'll bring them over with me. T shall be out 
of my hurry in a week, and if Leigh be not gone over, 
I will sead you by him what I am now finishing. I 
don't know where Leigh is ; I have not seen him this 
good while, though he promised to call : I shall send to 
him. The queen comes to town on Thursday for good 
and alL 

10. T was this morning at Lord Dartmouth's office, 
and sent out for him from the committee of council, 
about some business. I was asking him more concern- 
ing this bustle about the figures in wax work of the pope, 
aod devil, &c. He was not at leisure, or he would have 
seen them. I hear the owners are so impudent, that 
they design to replevin them by law. I am assured that 
the figure of the devil is made as like lord treasurer as 
tliey eould. Why ; T dined with a friend in St. James's- 
strcet Lord treasurer, I am told, was abroad to day; 
I will know to-morrow how Ire does after it. The duke 
of Marlborough is come, and was yesterday at Hampton- 
coort with the queen ; no, it was t'other day ; no, it was 
yesterday; lor to-day I remember Mr. Secretary wail 
going to see bim, when I was there, not at the duke of 
Hariborough'si but at the secretary's*^ Vh^ &\^JL^\%\yQ^ 
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80 fond of me. What care I ? I won seven shillingB to- 
night at picquct : I play twice a year or so. 

20. I have been so teased with whiggish discourse by 
Mrs. Barton and Lady Betty Germain, never saw the 
Kke. They turn all this affair of the pope burning into 
ridicule ; and indeed they have made too great a cluttei 
about it, if they had no real reason to apprehend some 
tumults. I dined with Lady Betty. I hear Prior'8 
commission is passed to be ambassador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary for the peace ; my lord privy seal, who 
you know is bishop of Bristol,. is the other; and Lord 
Strafford, already ambassador at the Hagiie, the third : 
1 am forced to tell you ignorant sluts who is who. I 
was punning scurvily with Sir Andrew Fount aine and 
Lord Pembroke this evening ; do you ever pun now ? 
Sometimes the dean, or Tom Leigh. Prior puns very 
well. Odso, I must go see his excellency, 'tis a noble 
advancement : but they could do no less, after sending 
him to France. Lord Strafford is as proud as hell, and 
how he will bear one of Priors mean birth on an equal 
character with him, I know not. And so I go to my 
business, and bid you good night. 

21. I was this morning busy with my printer; I gave 
him the fifth sheet, and then I went and dined with him 
!h the city, to correct something, and alter, d:c. and I 
Uralked home in the dusk, and the rain overtook me : 
and I found a letter here from Mr. Lewis; well, and so 
I opened it ; and he says the peace Is past danger, dse. 
Well; and so there was another letter enclosed in his; 
well; and so I looked on the outside of this t'other let- 
ter. Well : and so who do you think this t'other letter 
nVas from ? Well ; and so I'll tell you, it was f om little 
MD, If. 23, 23, 23, 23. I tell you it is no more, I have 
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tdid joa so before :* but I jiist looked again to satisfy^ 
jou. Hie, Stella, jou write like ao emperor, a g;Feat 
deal together; a very good hand, and but four felse spell- 
ings io all. Shall I send them to you ? I am glad you 
did not take my correction ill. Well ; but I i?onH an* 
flwer your letter now, sirrah saucy boxes, no, no; not 
yet ; just a mouth and three days from the last, which 
is just five weeks : you see it comes just when I begin 
to grumble. 

22. Morning. Tooke has just brought me Dingley'a 
money. I will give you a note for it at the end of this 
letter. There was half a crown for entering tne letter 
of attorney : but I swore to stop that. I'll spend your 
money bravely h«re. Morrow, dear sirrahs. — ^At night. 
I dined to-day with Sir Thomas Hanmer ; his wife, the 
duchess of Grafton, dined with us : she wears a great 
high head-dress, such as was in fashion fifteen years ago, 
and looks like a mad woman in it ; yet she has great re- 
mains of beauty. I was tins evening to see Lord Har- 
ley, and thought to have sat with lord treasurer ; but he 
was taken up with tlie Dutch envoy and such folks ; and 
I would not stay. One particular in life here different 
from what I have in Dublin, is, that whenever I come 
home I expect to find some letter for me, and seldom 
aiiss; and never any worth a farthing, but often to vex 
me. The queen does not come to town till Saturday. 
Prior is not yet declared ; but these ministers being at 
Hampton court I know nothins; ; and if I write news 
from common hands, it is always lies. You will think 
it afibctation ; but nothing has vexed me more for some 
months past, than people I never saw, pretending to be 
acquaiuted with roe, and yet speak ill of me too ; at 
least some of them. An old crooked Scotch countess, 

* Nothing was ever more ia Swift's style and manner of convercar 
tioo, than thete repetitioDB and the words {oUow\^\^ t^* ^. 
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whom I Dever heard of io my life, told the duchesB of 
HamiltoQ t'otlier day, that I often visited her. People 
of worth never do that ; so that a man only gettf the scan-- 
dal of having scurvy acquaintance. Three ladies were 
railing against me some, time ago, and said they were 
very well acquainted wiih me; two of which I had 
never heard of; and the third I had only seen twice 
where I happened to visit. A man who has once seen 
me in a coiTee-house will ask me how I do, when he sees 
me talking at court with a minister of state ; who is sure 
to ask me, how 1 came acquainted with that scoundrel. 
But come, sirrahs, this is alt stuff to you, so I'll say no 
more on this side the paper, but turn over. 

23. My printer invited Mr. Lewb and me to dine at 
a tavern to-day, which I have not done five times since 
I came to England ; I never will call it Britain^ pray 
donH call it Britain, My week is not out, and one 
side of this paper is out, and I have a letter to answer 
of MD*s into the bai^ain : must I write on the third 
side? faith that will give you an ill habit I saw 
Leigh last night : he gives a terrible account of Sterne ; 
he reckons he is seduced by some wench ; he is over 
bead and ears' in debt, and has pawned several things. 

.Leigh says he goes on Monday next for Ireland, but 
believes Sterne will not go with him ; Sterne has kept 
him these three months. Leigh has got the apron and 
things, and promises to call for the box at Chester; but 
I despair of it Good night, sirrahs; I have been late 
abroad. 

24. I have finished my pamphlet to-day, which has 
^ cost me so much time and trouble ; it will be published 

ki three or four days, when the parliament begins sitting. 
I suppoae the queen is come to town, but know nothing, 
having been in the city finishing and correcting with 
the prloter, Whea I came home I found letters on my 
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tulfle as U0ua], and one from your mother, to tell me^ 
Aat 70U desire your writings and a picture should be 
jeut to me, to be seat over to you. I have just aoswer- 
ed her letter, and promised to take care of them if they 
be sent to me. She is at Farnham : it is too late to 
send them by Leigh ; besides, I will wait your orders, 
inadam Stella. I am going to finbh a letter to lord 
treasurer about reforming our language ; but Grst I must 
put an end to a ballad; and go you to your cards, 
sirrahs, this is card season. 

25. I was early with the secretary to-day, but lie was 
gone to hisr devotions, and to receive the sacrament ; 
several rakes did the same ; it was not for piety, hut em« 
ploymeiits; according to act of parliament. I dined 
with Lady Mary Dudley ; and past my time since iti- 
dpidly, only I was at court at noon, and saw fifty ac- 
qualntaoee I had not met this long time : that is the ad* 
vantage of a court, and I fancy I am better known than 
any man that goes there. Sir John Walters' quarrel 
with me has entertained the town ever since; and yet 
We never had a word, only he railed at me behind my 
back. The parliament is again to be prorogued for 
eight or nine days ; for the wbigs are too strong in the 
house of lords : otlier reasons are pretended, but that is 
the truth. The prorogation is not yet known, but will 
be to-morrow. 

26. Mr. Lewis and I dined With a friend of bis, and 
unexpectedly there dined with us an Irish knight, one 
Sir John St. Leger,''^ who follows tlie law here, but at a 
great distance : he was 80 pert, I was forced to take him 
down more than once. I saw to-day the pope, and 
devil, jind the other figures of cardinals, &c. fifteen in 
all, which have made such a noise. I have put air un- 

* He wMiButie zjudge in lrela^\y:f 1kiii^Qi«QR|ftV. ^. 

rOL» XXiL B 
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dcrstrapper upon wriiing a twopcntry pamphlet to give 
•n account of the whole design. My lai^e pamphlet 
y\\\\ be published to-morrow, copies are sent to the greal 
men this night Domville^ is come lioroe from his tra- 
vels ; I am vexed at it : I have not seen him yet ; I de« 
sign to present him to all the great men. 

27. Domville came to me this morning, and we dined 
at Pontack's, and were all day together, till six this 
evening ; he is perfectly as fine a gentleman as I know ; 
he set me down at lord treasurer's, with whom I staid 
about an hour, till Monsieur Buys, the Dutch envoy, 
came to him about business. My lord treasurer is pretty 
well ; but stiff in the hips with the remains of the rheu- 
matism. I am to bring Domville to my Lord Harley 
in a day or two. It was the dirtiest rainy day that 
ever I saw. The pamphletf is published; lord treasurer 
had it by him on tlte table, and was asking me about 
the mottoes in the title page ; he gave me one of them 
himself. I must send you the pamphlet if I can. 

28. Mrs. Van sent to me to dine with her to-day, be* 
cause some ladies of my acquaintance were to be there; 
and there I dined. I was this morning to return Dom* 
ville his visit, and went to visit Mrs. Masham, who was 
not within. I am turned out of my lodging by my 
landlady : it seems her husband and her son are coming 
home; but I have taken another lodging hard by, in 
Leicester fields. I presented Mr. Domville to Mr. 
Lewis and Mr. Pnor this rooming. Prior and I are 
called the tnro Socias in a whig newspaper. Sodas^ can 
you read it ? The pamphlet begins to make a noise : 
I was asked by several whether I had seen it, and they 
advised me to read it, for it was something very extra- 

• William Domrille, of Longman^s town, in the coontr of Dubliir, 
Esq. F. 
t See the Journal of Oct. 30, N. 
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^^itiftiy. I shall be suspected ; aad it will have seve^ 
ral paltry answers. It must take its fate, as Savage 
fsaid of his sermon that be preached at Faniham on Sir 
William Temple's death. Domville saw Savage iu !(> 
]r, and says he is a coxcomb, and half mad : he goes in 
red, and viia yellow waistcoats, and was at ceremony 
kneeling to the pope on a Palm Sundny, which is much 
more than kissing his toe ; and I believe it will rum 
him here when 'tis told. I'll answer your letter in my 
new lodgiugs : I have hardly room ; I must borrow from 
tlie other side. 

29. I^ew lodgings. My printer came this morning 
to tell me he must immediately print a second edition, 
and lord treasurer made one or two small additions : 
tliey must work day and night to have it out on Satur- 
day; they sold a thousand in two days. Our society 
met to-day, nine of us were present, we dined at our 
brother Bathurst's: we made several regulations, and 
have cbosen three new members. Lord Orrery, Jack 
HiH, who is Mrs. Masham's brother, he that lately mis- 
carried in the expedition to Quebec, and ode Colonel 
Disney. We have taken a room in a house near St. 
James's to meet in. I left them early about correcting 
the pamphlet, &c. and am now got home, &c. 

30. This morning I can-ied Domville to see my Lord 
Harley, and I did some business with lord treasurer, and 
have been all this afternoon with the printer, adding 
something to the second edition. I dined with the print- 
er ; tlie pamphlet makes a world of noise, and will do a 
great deal of good : it tells abundanoe of most impoi t- 
aut facts which were not at all known, ril answcT 

t your letter tomorrow moniing; or suppose I answer it 
just now, though it is pretty late. Come then — You 
8«y you are busy with parliaments, &c. that's more thaa 
eviir I will be when I come back; bul -jbvx VAWv^n*^ 
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tkme these tiro yean. Lord SanUy,* Sic* jes, I have 
had eoough on't I am glad Dillj u mended ; does he 
not thank me for showing him the court and |he great 
people's faces ? He had his glass out at the queen and 
the rest. 'Tis right what IMIly sajs ; I depend upon 
nothing from mj friends; but to go back as I came. 
Kcver fear Laracor, 'twill mend with a peace; or sure- 
ly they'll give me the Dublin parish. Stella is in the 
right ; the bishop of Ossory is the silliest, best matured 
wretch breathing, of as little consequence as an egg 
shell. Well, the spelling I have mentioned before; 
t>nly the next time say at leasts and not cU lest. Pox on 
your Newbuiy : what can I do for him ? I'll give his 
case (I am glad it is not a woman's^ to what members I 
know ; that's all T can do. Lord treasurer's laments 
goes off daily. Pray Oo<i preserve poor good Mrs. Stoyte, 
she would be a great loss to us all ; pray give her my 
service, and tell her she has my heartiest prayers. I 
pity poor Mrs. Manley ; but I think the child is happy 
to die, considering how little provision it would have 
bad. Pol), every pamphlet abuses me, and for things 
that I never writ. Joe should have written me thanks 
for his two hundred pounds : I reckon be got it by my 
means; and I must thank the duke of Ormond, who I 
dare swear will gay he did it on my account. Are they 

* Lord Santry was as violent a whig as Dick Tighe [iee a letter 
dated Feb. 10, 171 1 jj and Dr. liiVgiDs, who is in this place hinted at 
hy the, &c. much such another as Sacheverell ; consequently my lord 
was an outrageous enemy and persecutor of Higgins. However, it 
happened oi\e day that Lord Santry was looking CMit at tl)e great 
window at Lucases coffeehouse when Higgins was passing by ; "How 
do you do, doctor i'^" said my lord, in a sneering contemptuous man- 
ner. " Very well, I thank you. Utile master,** said Higgins. " Let 
me out, let me out to him." cried Santry in a rage, pretending to 
leip out of the wimlow, which was not fur from the ground. " Ay, 
dOf** said Hig^in?, "Jet him cut, I'll soon pitrh him in to you 
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gMen pippim, those seven apples ? We have had 
much rain every day as well as you : IL 1 Is, %d. old 
bhmderer, not 18^. I have reckoned it 18 times. 
HawkshaH 's eight pounds is not reckoned : and if it be 
secure, it may lie where it is, unless tliey desire to pay 
it : so Paryisol may let it drop till farther orders ; for I 
have put Mrs. Wesley's money into the bank, and will 
pay her with Hawksliaw's. I mean that Hawkehaw's 
money goes for an addition to MD, you know ; but be 
good housewives. Bemage never comes now to see me ; 
be has no more to ask : but I hear he has been ill. A pos 
00^ Mrs. South's affair ; I can do nothing in it, but by 
way of assisting any body else that solicits it, by drop* 
ping a favourable word, if it conies in my way. Tell 
Wilb I do no more for any body witli my lord treasureri 
especially a Ihiog of this kind. Tell him I have spent 
aU Buy diMiretioi^ and have no more to use. And so I 
have answered your letter fully and plainly — And so I 
have got to the third side of my paper, which is more 
than beloogB to you, young women. It goes to>morrowi 
to no-body's sorrow. You are silly, not I ; I'm a poet. 
If I had but) Sic Who's silly now ? rogues and lasses, 
tinder-boxes and bumards. O Lord, I am in a high 
vein of silliness ; methought I was speaking to dearest 
little MD face to face. There ; so lads, enough for to- 
night ; to cards with the blackguards. Good night, my 
delight, &C. 

Dec 1. Pish, sirrafas^ put a date.alwajs at the bottom 
of your letter as well as the top, that I may know when 
you send it ; your last is of Nov. 3d, yet I had others 
It the same time written a fortnight after. Whenever 
you would have any money, send me word three weeks 
before, and in that time you will certainly have an an- 
swer, with a bill on Farvisol: pray do this; for my 
head, is hi}\ and it will ease my memoY^ . \4Vj ^\ ^^eas^ 
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I qaotcd to you some of 's letter, so you may iin»» 

gioe how witty the rest was ; for it was all of a kHincb^ 
as- goodmaD Feesley says. Fray let us have bo more 
bHs&ines8^ but busyness .^ the deuce take me if I know 
how to spelt it, your wrong spelling, madam Stella, haa 
put me out : it does not look right ; let me see, bussiness^ 
busyness^ business^ bisyntss^ bisnsss^ bysmss ; faith, I 
know not which is right, I think the second ; I believe 
I never writ the word in my life before : yes, sure I 
must though; business^ busyness^ bisyntss,-^! have pe^ 
plesed myself, and can't do it. Prithee ^k Walls. 
BusintsSf I fancy that's right Tes it is ; I looked in 
my own pamphlet, and found it twice in ten line% to 
convince you that I never writ it before. O, now I see 
it as plain as can be ; so yours is only an s too moch. 
The parliament will certainly meet on Friday next; 
the whigs will have a great majority in the house of 
lords ; no care is taken to prevent it ; there is too much 
neglect ; they are warned of it, ^nd that signifies oo» 
thing : it was feared there would be some peevish ad* 
drc€s from the lords against a peace. 'Tis said about 
the town, that several of the allies begin now to be 
content that a peace should be treated. This is all tb» 
news I have. The queen is pretty well ; and so now i 
bid poor dearest MD farewell till to-night, then I will 
talk wih them again. 

The fifteen images that I saw were not worth forty 
pounds, so i stretched a little when } said a thousandw 
The Grub-street account 6f that tumult is published* 
The devil is not like lord treasurer : they were all io 
your odd antick masks, bought ia commoB shops. I 
fear Frior will not be oqe of the plenipotentiaries. 

I was looking over this letter, and find I make many 

/nistakes of leaving out words; so 'tis impossible to fine) 

9ff^ nwaniogi unless you be coi^fiureiik 1 ^\U UVe. vOr^ 
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cue for the future^ and read over everj day juit what 
I have written tfcatday ; which will take up oo time to 
ppeak of. 



LETTER XXXVL 

LcndonyDec. 1, 1711. 

My last was put in this evealu|^. I intended to dine 
wilh Mr. Maaham to day, and called at White's choco- 
late-hoiue to see if he was there. Lord Wharton saw 
Be at the door, and I saw him, but took uo notice, ami 
was going away; but became through the crowd, called 
after me, and asked me how I -did, &c. This was pretty ; 
and I believe he wished every word he spoke was a 
halter to bang me. Masham did not dine at home, so 
I ate with a friend in the neighbourhood. The prhitcr 
has not sent me the' second edition ; I know not the rea- 
son, for it certainly came out to-day ; perhaps they are 
lotted with it already. 1 found a letter from Lord 
Rarley on my table, to tell me that his father desires I 
would make two small alterations. I am going to be 
busy, &C. 

2. Morning. See the blunder ; I was making it the 
37th day of the month from the number above. Well, 
but I am staying here for old Frowde,* who appointed 
to call this morning : I am ready dressed to go to church : 
I suppose he dare not stir out but on Sundays. Tho 
printer called early this morning, told me the second 
edition went off yesterday in five hours, and he must 
have a third ready to-morrow^ for they might have sold 
half another: hk men are all at work with it though it 
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Qow and then send hints; but we would have it a iitti 
upon the Grub-street, to be a match for their writers, 
dined with lord treasurer to day at five : he dined b 
himself after his familj, aod drioks do claret yet, for fei 
of his rheumatism, of which he is almost well. He m 
very pleasaut, as he is always; yet I fancied he was 
little touched with the preseot posture of aflfairs. Th 
elector of Haoover's minister here has g;iven in a vii 
lent memorial af^inst the peace, and caused it to b 
printed. The whig lords are doing their utmost for 
majority against Friday, and design, if they can, to ac 
dress the queen against the peace. Lord Nottioghan 
a famous tory and spcechmaker, is gone over to the whi 
side : they toast him daily, and Lord Wharton says, ^ J 
is Ditmal (so tbey call him from his looks) will sav 
England at last." Lord treasurer was hinting as if h 
wiehed a ballad was made on him, and I will get up on 
against to-morrow.* He gave me a scurrilous printe 
paper of bad verses on himself, und^r the name of th 
EngUsh Catiline^ and made me read them to the comps 
py. It was his birthday, which he would not tell ui 
but Lord Harley whii^kered it to me. 

6. I was this morning makipg the baUad, two degree 
above Grub-street; at dood I paid a vint to Mrs. Mf 
sham, and then went to dine with our society. Fm 
lord keeper dined below atairs^ I suppose on a bit < 
mutton. We choee two members ; we were eleven mei 
the greatest meeting we ever had : I am next week t 
introduce Lord Orrery. The printer came before w 
parted, and brou^t the ballad^ which made them laug 
very heartily a dozen times. He is going to print th 
pamphlet in small, a fifth editioDi to be taken ofT b 
friends and sent into the country. A sizpeniy answv 

•Set this ia Irak X. Si. 
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is come x>ut, good for nothing, but guessiug me among 
otbeTB for the author. To-morrow is the fatal day for 
the parliament meeting, and we are full of hopes and 
ibara. We reckon we have a majority of ten on our side 
in the house of lords ; yet I obserred Mrs. Masham a 
little uneasy ; she assures me the queen is stout. The 
duke of Marlborough lias not seen the queen for some 
days past; Mrs. Masham is glad of it, because, she says, 
■he telk a hundred lies to his friends of what she says to 
him : he is one day humble, and the next day on the 
high ropes. The duke of Ormond, they say, irill be io 
town to-night by twelve. 

7. This being the day the parliament was to mect^ 
aiid the great question to be determined, I went with 
Br. Freind to dine in the city, on purpose to be out of 
the m'ay, and we sent our printer to see what was our 
fate ; Imt he gave us a most melancholy account of things. 
The earl of Nottingham began, and spoke against a 
peace, and desired that in their address they might put 
in a clause to advise the queen not to make a peace 
without Spain; whicli was debated, and carried by the 
whigB by about six voices: and this has happened entire* 
ly by my lord treasurer's neglect, who did not take 
timely care to make up all his strength, although every 
ene of ua gave him eautioa enough. Nottingham has 
certainly been bribed. The question is yqt only carried 
io the committee of the whole houise, and we hope when 
it is reported to the house to-morrow, we shall have a 
majority by some Scotch lords coming to town. How- 
ever, it is a mighty blow and loss of reputation to lord 
treasurer, and may end in his ruin. I hear the thing 
only as the printer brought it, who was at the debate; 
bat how the ministry take it, or what their hopes and 
fean are, I cannot tell until I see them. I shall be e^V^ 
widi the 9ecieturjr to-mlQrrow, woA t^Ma \ iiVX Vi3X i^»^ 
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more, and iball write a lull account to the bishop of 
Clobber to-morrow, and to tiie arcbbbhop of Dublin, if 
I have time. I am horribly dowa at present. I long 
to know how lord treasurer bears this, and what remedy 
be has. Tlie duke of Ormoud came thb daj to town, 
and was there. 

8. I was early this morning with the secretary, and 
talked over this matter. He hoped, that vheo it was 
reported this day in the house of lords, they would dis- 
ai^ree with their committee, and so the matter would go 
off, only with a little loss of reputation to lord treasurer, 
I dined with Dr. Cockbum, and after a Scotch member 
came in, and told us that the clause was carried against 
the court in the house of lords almost two to one. I went 
Immediately to Mrs. Masham, and meeting Dr. Arbuth> 
not (the queen's favourite physician) we went together. 
She was just come from waiting at the queen's diuuer, 
•nd going to her own. She had heard nothing of the 
thing being gone against us. It seems lord treasurer 
had been so negligent, that be was with the queen while 
(he question was put in the house : I immediately told 
Mrs. Maaham, ** that ekher slie and lord treasurer had 
joined with tlie queen to betray us, or that they two were 
betrayed by the queen." She protested solemnly it was 
not the former, and I believed her; but she gave me 
Bome lights to suspect the queen is changed. For, yes- 
terday when the queen was going from the house, where 
die sat to hear the debate^ the duke of Shrewsbury lord 
chamberlain asked her, ^' whether ho or the great cham- 
berlain Lindsay ought to lead her out." She answered 
abort, " Neither of you ;" and gave her band to the 
duke of Somerset, who was louder than aay in the house 
for the clause against peace. She gave me one or two 
nere iustanoes of this sort, which convince me that the 
gaeeo is ftds^, or aA least very toacb Kttyeriag. Mr 
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MaAam bagged us to stay, because lord treasurer would 
call, and we were resolved to fall on bim about bis neg* 
ligence io securing a majority. He came, and appear- 
ed ID good bumour as usual, but I thought his couote- 
oaoce was much cast down. I rallied him, and desired 
bim to give me bis staff, which he did ; I told him, ^ If 
be would secure it mc a week, I would set all rigbt,^ 
he asked, '' How ?" I said, " I would immediately turu 
Lord Marlborough, his two daughters, the duke and 
duchess of Somerset, and Lord Cholmondeley out of all 
their employments; and I believe be had not a friend 
but was of my opinion." ArbiUhnot asked, '* How be 
came not to secure a majority ?" He could answer no- 
thing, but tliat ^ he could not help it, if people would 
lie and forswear." A poor answer for a great minister. 
There fell from bim a scripture expression, that '* the 
hiortit <f kings are tmsearchahU.''^ I told him, ^ It was 
what I feared, and was from him the worst news hecOuld 
tell mt.'*' I begged him to know what he had to trust 
to : he stuck a little ; but at last bid me not fear, {or 
all would be well yet We would fain have had him 
eat a bit, where he was, but he would go home, it was 
past six : he made me go home with him. There we 
found his brother and Mr. Secretary. He made his 
son take a list of all the house of commons who had pla- 
ces, and yet voted against the court, in such a manner 
as if they should lose their [irilaces : I doubt he is not 
cble to compass it. Lord keeper came in an hour, and 
ibey vcre going upon business. So I left him, and re- 
turned to Mrs. Masham ; but she had company with her, 
and I would not stay. — This is a long journal, and of a 
day that may produce great alterations, and hazard the 
ruin of England. The whigs are all in triumph; they 
•foretold how alKthis would be, but we thought it boaat- 
iDf . ^Bf, (bey said the parUaineul doffiAsX^^VA ^ 
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before Christmas, and perhaps it maj : this is all yoikf 

d d duchess of Somerset's doin^ I warned them 

of it nine montlis ago, and a hundred limes since : thlR 
secretary always dreaded it. I told lord treasurer, ^I 
sliould have the advantage of him ; for he would lose 
hu head, and I should only be hanged, and so carry my 
body entire to the grave." 

0. I was this morning with Mr. Secretary ; we arc 
both of opinion that the queen is false. I told him what 
I heard, and he confirmed it by other circumstances. 
I then went to my friend Lcivis, who had sent to see 
me. He talks of nothing but retiring to his estate in 
Wales. He gave me reasons to believe the whole mat- 
ter is settled between the queen and the whigs ; be 
bears that '* Lord Somers is to be treasurer, and believes, 
that sooner than turn out the duchess of Somerset, slie 
will dissolve the parliament, and get a whif^gish one, 
whicli may be done by managing elections/' Things 
are now in the crisis, and a day or two will detei*mine. 
1 have dcsiied blm to engage lord treasurer, '^ that ts 
soon as he finds the change is resolved on, he will send 
me abroad as queen*s secretary somewhere or otiier, 
where I may remain till the new ministers recall me ,* 
and then I will be sick for five or six months till the 
stol-m had spent itself.*' I hope he will grant me this ; 
for I sliould hardly trust myself to the mercy of my 
enemies while their anger is fresh. I dined to-day with 
the secretary, who aflects mirth, and seems to hope all 
will yet be well. I took him aside aRer dinner, told 
him how I had served them, and had asked no reward, 
but diought I might ask security ; and then desired the 
same thing of him> to send me abroad before a change. 
He embraced me, and swore ** he would take the same 
care of me as himself^" «Stc. but bid me ^ have courage, 
/or that ID two days my lord txeasurer's wisdom would 
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:»ppear greater than ever ; that ho sitfTered all that had 
happened on purpose, aod bad taken measures to turn it 
to advantage.'' I said, '' Goil send it ; but I do not be- 
lieve a 8 J liable ; and as far as I can judge, the game 
is lost." I shall know more soon, and mj letters wilt 
at least be a good history to show you the steps of thi» 
change. 

10. I was this morning with Lewis, who thinks thry 
will let the parliament sit till they have given the mo- 
iiey, and then dissolve them iii spring, and bi*rak the 
miuisCry. lie spoke to lord treasurer about what I de- 
sired him. My lord desired him with great earnestness 
" to assure me, that all would be well, and that I should 
fear nothing." I dined in the city with a friend. This 
(lay the commons went to the queen with their address, 
and all the lords who were for the peace went with 
them, to show their zeal. I have now some further 
conviction tliat the queen is false, and it begins to be 
known. 

11. I weiit between two and three to see Mrs. Ma- 
sliam ; while I was there, she went to her bed-chamber 
to try a petticoat. Liord treasurer came in to see her, 
and seeing me in the outer room fell a rallying me : 
says he, ** You had better keep company with me, than 
with such a fellow as Lewis, who has not the soul of a 
chicken, nor the heart of a mite." The n he went in to 
Mrs. Masham, and as he came back desucd her leave 
to let me go home with him to dinner. He asked, 
^ whether I was not afraid to be seen with liim ?' I 
said, ^ I never valued my lord treasui-er in my life, atid 
therefore should have always the same esteem for Mr, 
Harley and Lord Oxford." He seemed to talk confi- 
dently, as if he reckoned that all this would turn to ad* 
vantage. I could not forbear hinting, " that he was not 
sure of the queen ; aod that Ihoae scounvVc^ ^nax^N^ 
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lords would never have dared to vote against the court, 
if Somerset has not assured them, that it would please 
the queen." He said, '* That was true, and Somerset 
did so." I staid till six ; then de Buys, the Dutch en- 
T07, came to him, and I left him. Prior was with us 
a while after dinner. I see him and all of them cast 
down ; though they make the best of it. 

12. Ford is come to town ; I fiaw him last night ; he 
Is in no fear, but sanguine, although I have told him the 
state of things. This change so resembles the last, that 
I wonder they do not observe it. The secretary sent 
for me yesterday to dine with film, but I was abroad ; 
•I hope he had something to say to me. This is morn- 
ing, and I write in bed. I am going to the duke of Or- 
mond, whom I have not yet seen. Morrow^ shrrahs. 
At night. I was to see the duke of Ormond, this morn- 
ing : he asked me two or thi'ee questions after his civil 
way, and they related to Ireland : at last I told him, 

-i* that from the time I had seen him, I never once 
thought-^ Irish affairs." He whispered me, ** that he 
hoped I had done some good things here.'' I said, *^ If 
every body else had done half as much, we should not 
be as we are." Then we went aside, and talked over 
affairs. I told him how all things stood, and advised 
him what was to be done. I tlien went and sat an hour 
with the duchess ; then as long with Lady Oglethorp, 
who is so cunning a devil, /that I believe she could yet 
find a remedy, if they would take her advice. I dined 
with a friend at court. 

13. I was this morning with the secretary ; he will 
needs pretend to talk as if things would be well ; Will 
you believe it, said he, if you see these people turned 
out ? 1 said, " Yes, if I saw the duke and duchess of 
Somerset out." He swore, if they were not, he would 

ffire up his place. Out socieVy A\ti^d Vo-d«y ^t Sir WIN 
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liann Wyadham's; we were thirteen present. Lord 
Orr^, and two other members were iotroduoed; I 
left them at seyeo. I forgot to tell you, that the printer 
told me yesterday, that Morphew, the publisher, was 
sent for by that lord chief justice, who was a mana- 
ger against Sacheverell ; he showed him two or three 
papers and pamphlets ; among the rest mine of " The 
Conduct of the Allie%" threatened him, asked who was 
the author, and has bound him over to apper next term. 
He would not have the impudence to do this, if he did 
not foffsee what was coming at court. 

J 4. Lord Shelburne was with me this morning, to be 
informed of the state of affairs, and desired I would an- 
swer all his objections against a peace, which was soon 
done, for he would not give me room to put in a word. 
He is a man of good sense enough ; but argues so vio- 
lently, that he will some day or other put himself into a 
oon;3umption. He desires that he may not be denied 
vben he comes to see me, which I promised, but will 
not perform. Leigh and Sterne set out for Ireland on 
Uopday se'unight : I suppose they will be with you long 
before thi^. I was to-night drinking very good wine 
in scurvy company, at least some of them ; I was drawn- 
in, but will be more ca|Uious for the future ; His late, 

i5. Morning. They say the Occasional Bill is 
broti^sht to-day into the house of lords; but I know ugt* 
I will now put an end to my letter, and give it into the 
ppst-house myself. This will be a memorable letter, apd 
I shall sigh to see it some years hence. Here ire the 
first stjBps toward the ruin of an excellent ministry ; for 
I look vpoD them as certainly ruined ; and God knows 
what may be the consequences. I now bid ray dearest 
MD farewell ; for company is coming, and I must be at 
(iord DartmpHth's o^ce by noou. lEwc^'^^Yk^ 

VOL, TXIU c 
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•MD ; T wSsh jou a merry Christmas ; I believe you will 
' have this about that time. Love .Presto, who loves MD 
above all things a thousand fhne&r Farewell again, 
dearest MD, S:c. 



LETTER XXXVIL 

London, Dec. 15, 171L 

1 PUT io my letter iliis evening myself. I was to- 
day inquiiing at the secretary's office of Mr. Lewis, 
iiow things went : I there met Prior, who told me, '' he 
gave all for gone, &c. and was of opinion the whole mi* 
nistry would give up their places next week." Lewis 
thinks they will not till spring, when the session is over ; 
■both of them entirely despair. I went to see Mrs. Ma- 
sham, who ittvitcd me to dinner ; but I was engaged to 
Lewis. At four I went to Masbam's. He came and 
'whispered me, ^ that he had it from a very good hand, 
that all would be well,'^ and I found them both very cheer- 
ful. The company was going to the opera, but desired 
I would come and sup with them. I did so at ten ; and 
lord treasurer was there, and sat with us till past twelve, 
and was more cheerful than I have seen him these ten 
da}8. Mrs. Masham told me, he was mightily cast 
down some days ago ; and he could not indeed hide it 
from me. Arbuthnot is in good hopes, that the queen 
has not betrayed us ; but only has been frightened, and 
flattered, &c. But I cannot yet be of his opinion, 
whether my reasons are better, or that my fears are 
greater. I do resolve, if they give up, or are turned out 
soon, to retire for some months, and I have pitched upon 
the place already : but I will take methods for hearing 
from MD, and writing to Ihem. But I would be out of 
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tiie waj upoo the first of the ferment ; for they lay all 
things on me, eveo some I have never read. 

16. I took courage today, and went to court vith a 
very dieerful countenance. It was mightily crowded ; 
both parties coming- to observe each ollier's faces. I 
have avoided Lord Halifax's bow till he forced it on me ; 
but we did not talk together. I could not mkVe less 
than fourscore bows, of which about twenty might be to 
whigs. The duke of Somerset is gone to Petworth, and^ 
I hear the duchess too, of which I shall be very glad. 
Prince Eugene, who was expected here some days ago, 
we are now told, will not come at all. The whigs de- 
agned to have met htm with forty thousand horse. 
Lord treasurer told me some days ago of his discourse 
with the emperor's resident, that puppy Hoffman, about 
Prince Eugene's coming; by which I found my lord 
would hinder it, if he cduld; and we shall be all glad if 
he does not come, and think it a good point gained. Sir 
Andrew Fountaine, Ford, and I, dined to-day with Mrs. 
Van by invitation. 

17. I have mistaken the day of tlie moutli, and been 
forced to mend it thrice. I dined to-day with Mr. Ma- 
sham and his lady, by invitation. Lord treasiu*er was 
to be there, but came noU It was to entertain Buys, 
the Dtit^li envoy, who speaks English well enough : he 
was plaguily politic, telling a thousand lies, of which 
none passed upon any of us. We are still in the condi- 
tion of suspense, and I think have little hopes. The 
iUicbess of Somerset is not gone to Petworth ; only the 
duke : and that is a poor sacrifice. I believe the queen 
certainly designs to change the ministry ; but perhaps 
may put it off till the session is over : and I think the^ 
had better give up now, if she will not deal openly; 
and then tbey need not answer for the consequences of 
a peacP) when it is in otiier band?, %tt^\ \w«y n^vVs^? 
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broken. Tbej saj, mj lord privy seal sets out for HoU 
land thh week : so the peace goes oo. 

1 8. It has rained hard from morning till night, and 
cost me three shillings in coach hire. We have had 
abundance of wet weather. I dined in the citj, and 
was with the printer, who has now a fifth edition of the 
^ Conduct dzc. it is in small, and sold for sixpence; 
they have printed as manj* as three editions, because 
they are to be sent in mimbers into the country by great 
men, i^c. who subscribe for hufidreds. It has been sent 
t ^rtnight ago to Ireland : I suppose you will print it 
there. The tory lords and commons in parliament argue 
r!I from it : and all agree, that never any thing of that 
kind was of so great consequence, or made so many con- 
verts. By the time I have sent this letter, I expect to 
hear from little MO : it will be a month two days hence 
stince I had your last, and I will allow ten days for acci- 
deiits. I cannot get rid of the leavings of a cold I got 
a month ago; or else it is a new one. I have been 
writing letters all this evening (ill I am weary, and I am 
sending out another little thing, which I hope to finish 
this week, and design to send to the printer in an un- 
known hand. There was printed a Grub-street speech 
of L<ird Nottingham ; and he was such an owl to com- 
plain of it in the house of lords, who have taken up the 
printer for it. I heard at court, that Walpole (a great 
ivhig member) said, '' that I and my whimsical club writ 
it at one of our meetings, and that I should pay for it." 
He will find he lies; and I shall let him know by a 
third hand my thoughts of him. He is to be secretary 
of state, if the ministry changes : but he has lately had 
a bribe proved against him in parliament, while he was 
secretnry at war. He is one of the whigs chief speakers. 

* Three times a« ma 07 as are usually printed ia one edition. Th« 
numhrr n t tirst prin ted was 4,000. Is . 
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10. Sad diemal irealber. I went to Ibe secretary's 
oflSce, and Lewis made me diue with him, I iuteaded 
to have diued with lord treasurer. I have not ^eeo the 
secretary thi^ week. Things do not meud.at all. Lord 
Dartmouth despairs, and is for giving up ; Lewis is of 
the same mind ; but lord treasurer only says, Foh, pdi, 
all will be well. I am come home early to finish some- 
tliing I am doing; but I find I want heart and humour; 
and would read any idle book that came in my way. I 
have just sent away a penny paper to make a little mis- 
chief. Patrick is gone to the burial of an Irish footman, 
who w»s Dr. King's servant ; he died of a consumption* 
a fit death for a poor starving tMs* footman. The Irish 
servants always club to bury a countryman. 

20. I was with the secretary this morning, and for 
aught I can see we shall ha\ e a languithin^ d^ath : I 
can kiiow nothing, nor themselves neitlier. I din^, you 
know, with our society, and that odious secretary would 
make me president next week, so I must entertain them 
this day se'unight at the Thatched-house tavern, where 
we dined to-day ; it will cost me five or six pounds » yet 
the secretary says he will give me wine. I found « let- 
ter when I came home fi-om 4he bishop of Clogber. 

21. This is the first time I ever got a new cold before 
the old one was going : it came yesterday, and appeared 
10 all due forms, eyes and nose running, i&c. and is 
now very bad, and I cannot tell how I got it. Sir Au« 
drew Fountaiue aad I were invited to dine with Mrs. 
Van. I was this morning with the duke of Ormond ; 
aod neither he nor I can think of any thing to comfort 
us in present alTaire. We must certainly fall, if the 
duchess of Somerset be not turned out; and nobody be- 



• Dr. King, of the CommonB, well- known as a facetiout U&rdv^^^ 
i^rabl/peur. iV. 
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Neves the queen will ever part with her. The duke 
and I were settliog wheo Mr. Secretary aod I should 
dine with him, and he fixed upon Tuesday ; aod when I 
came away I remembered it was Christmas day. I was 
to see lady ■ ■ , who is just up after lyiog Id ; aod the 
ugliest sight I have seen ; pale, dead, old, and yellow, 
for want of her pahit. She has tupoed my stomach. 
But she will soon be painted, and a beauty again. 

22. I find myself disordered with a pain all round 
the small of my back, which I Imputed to champagne I 
had drunk ; but find it to have been only my new cold. 
It was a fine frosty day, and I resolved to walk into the 
city. I called at lord treasurer's at eleven, and staid 
S3me time with him. He showed me a letter from » 
great presbyterian parson*, to hire, complaining how 
their friends had betrayed them by passing this Conform 
mhy Bill ; and he showed me the answer he had writ- 
ten : which his friends would not let him send ; but was 
^ very good one. He is very cheerful ; but gives one 
DO hopes, nor has any to give. I w«nt into the city, 
aod there I dined. 

23«* Morning. As I was dressing to go to church, a 
friend that was to see me, advised me not to stir out ;• so 
1 shall keep at home to>day, and only eat some broth, 
if I can get it. It is a terrible cold frost, and snow fell 
yesterday, which still remains ; look there, you may see 
jt from the penthouses. The lords made yesterday two 
, or thi-ee votes about peace, and Hanover ; of a* very 
angry^ kind to vex the ministry, and they will meet 
sooner by a fortnight than the commons ; and they say, 
are preparing some knocking addresses. Morrow, su- 
rahs. I'll sit at home, aod when I go to bed, I will tell 

* This presbyterian teacher was Mr. Shower. See his letter to 
fAe lord lujgii Ireaaurer Oxford, and wj lord treasnrec^s aoiwer, in 
December, /77/, vol, XV. :^. 
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joa how I am. I have sat at home all day, and eaten 
only a mess of broth aod a rolL I have written a 
" Prophecy,^' which I design to print i I did it to-day, 
and some other verses. 

24. I went into the city to-day in a coach, and din^cl 
there. My cold is going. It is now bitter hard frost,- 
aod has been so these three or four days. My Propho* 
cy* is printed, and will be published after Christmas 
day ; I like it mightily ; I don't know how it will pass. 
You will never understand it at your distance, without 
belp. I believe every body will guess it to be mine^f 
because it is somewhat in the same manner with that ol 
Merlmi in the ^ Miscellanies." My lord privy seal 
set out this day for Holland : he'll have a cold journey. 
I gave Patrick half a crown for his Christmas box, on 
condition he would be good, and he came home drunk 
at midnight. I have taken a memorandum of it ; be* 
cause I never design to give him a groat more. 'Tis 
cruel cold. - 

25. I wish MD a merry Christmas, and many a one ; 
but mine is melancholy : I durst not go to church to-day, 
finding myself a little out of order, and it snowing pro- 
digiously, and freezing. At noon I went to Mrs. Vau^ 
who had this week engaged me to dine there to-day ; 
and there I received the news that poor Mrs. Long died 
at Lynn in Norfolk on Saturday last, at four in' the 
morning ; she was sick but four hours. We suppose it 
was the asthma, which she was subject to r^s well as the 
dropsy, as she sent me word in her last letter, written 
about five weeks ago ; but then said she was recovered. 
I never was more afflicted at any death. The poor crea- 
ture had retired to Lynn two years ago, to live cheap, and 

* The Windsor Prophecy. See this in vol. X. N. 

t It was by some ascribed to Swift, by 9th«n to Ms. YtVsc. ^« 

t See tiuB in rol. %. N: 
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pay her debts. In her last letter she told me ^ she hoped 
to l)e easj by Cbristmas :" and she kept her irord, al- 
thotigi) she meant it otherwise. She had all sorts of amia- 
ble qualities, and no ill ones, but the indiscretion of too 
much neglecting her own affairs. She had tM'o thousand 
poimds left her by an old grandmother,* with which she 
intended to pay her debts, and live on an annuity she 
had of one hundred pounds a year, and Newburg house, 
whidi would be about sixty pounds more. That odious 
grandmother living so long, ibrced her to retire ; for the 
two thousand pounds was settled on her after the old 
woman's death, yet her brute of a brother, Sir James 
Long,t would not advance it for her ; else . the might 
have paid her del>t8, and continued here, and lived still : 
I believe melancholy helped her on to her grave. I 
have ordered a paragraph to be put in the Post Boy^ 
gtviug an account of her death, and making honourable 
mention of her : which is all I can do to serve her 
memory: but one reason was spite; for her 'brother 
would fain have her death a secret, to save the charge 
of bringing her up here to bury' her, or going into 
mourning. Pardon all this, for the sake of a poor crea^* 
ture 1 had so much friendship for. 

26. I went to Mr. Secretary this morning, and he 
would have me dine with him. I called at noon at 



* Dorotl^, daughter of Sk Edward Leech, of Chatsworth, in Der«> 
Vysliire, one of the masters in chancery. N. 
f Representative in several parliaments in the reign of queea 
■ Anne for Chippenham in Wilts, and afterward for the county. He 
died March 15, 1728. N. 
'X The paragraph was thus worded i ^*On l^turdey-tbe 22d instant^ 
tibout four hi the morning, Mrs. Anne Long, sister of Sir James 
Long, bart. died at Lynn, in Norfolk, after a sickness but of four 
hours. She was a lady very much celebrated here for her beauty,, 
virtue, and good sense; and is laneinted by all'wha kaew ^c.^ 
Post Boy, De<L 27, 171L N. 
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Un. MashaA's, irbo desired me not to let the ^ Pro* 
pfiecy" be published, for fear of angering the queen 
about the docheiffi of Somerset ; bo I writ to the print- 
er to stop Ihem. They have been printed and given 
about, but not sold. I saw lord treasurer there, who 
httd been two hoafs with the queen ; and Mrs. Ma^ant 
is in hopes things will do well again* I went at night 
igaiOf and supped at Mr. Masham's, and lord treasurer 
tat with us till one o'clock. So His lafe^ <fec. 

27. I entertained our society at the Thatched house 
tavern to^tiy at dinner ; bat broths Bftthurst sent for 
vine, the house afTording none^ Tlie pilater had not 
received my letter, and so he bi^ught up dozens a piece 
cf the Prophecy ; but I ordered hiai to part with ntf 
more. 'Tis an admirable good one, and people ai-e 
mad f6r it. The frost still continues violently cold/ 
Mrdw Masham invited me to come to night and pifiy at 
cards ; but our society did not part till nine. But I 
fidpped with Mrs. Hill, her sister, and there was Mrs. 
Masham and lord treasurer, aud we staid tiM tfrelve. He 
is eudeavouriflg to get a limjority against next Wednesday, 
whes the hovse of lords fs to meet, and the whigs intend 
to make some violent addresses against a peace, if not 
prevented. God knows what will become of us. It is 
«till prodigiously cold ; but so i told you already. We 
llave eggs cm the spit, I wish they may not be addle«> 
When I came home tonight I found, forsood), a letter 
km MD, N. 24, 24, 24, 24 ,* the^ do you know the 
Bumbers now ? and at the same timetMae fronrif Joe, fuU 
«f thanks: let him koow I have received it, and am 
ghd ol his succcifs, but won't put him to the charge of 
a letter. I had a letter some time a^ from Mr. War^ 
Inrrton,* and I beg one of yeu^will copy out what 1 

^ The DectorV curate at Lat^tw. iv. ^.. . 
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shall tell you, and send it by some opportunity to War- 
burton. 'Tis as follows : ^ Tbe doctor has received 
Mr. Warburtou's letter, and desires be will let the doc- 
tor kodw, where that accident he mendoos is like sooo 
to happen, and he will da what he can in if And 
pray, madam^ let them know, that I do this to save my- 
self the trouble, and them the expense, of a letter. And 
I think tills is enough for one that comes home at twelve 
fix>m a lord treasurer and Mrs. Masham. O, I could 
tell you ten thousand things of our mad politics, upon 
what small circumstances great affairs have turned. 
But I will go rest my busy head. 

2&. I was this morning with brother Batliurst to see 
the duke of Orroond. We have given his grace some 
hifpes to be one of our society. The secretary and I 
and Bathurst are to dine with him on Sunday next. Tbe 
duke is not in mudi hopes, but has been very busy in 
endeavouring to bring over some lords against next Wed- 
nesday. The duchess caught me as I was going out ; 
die is sadly in fear about things, and blames me for not 
mending them by my credit with lord treasurer ; and I 
blame her. She met me in the street at noon, and engage 
ed me to dine with her, which I did ; and we talked an 
lioiir after dinner in her closet. If we miscarry on Wed- 
nesday, I believe it will be by some strange sort of neg- 
lect. They talk of making eight new lords, by calling 
up some peers' eldest sons; but they delay strangely. I 
aaw judge Coote to day at the duke of Ormondes : he de* 
tires to come and see roe, to justify his principles. 

29. Morning. This goes to day« I will not answer 

yours, your 24th, til! next, which sliali begin to night, as 

usual. Lord Shelburne has sent to invite me to dinner, 

but I aiQ engaged with Lewb at Ned Southwell's. Lord 

Northampton and Lord Aylesbury's sons are both made 

peers; bnt we shall want more. 1 Yit\\.^V\ft*\i^\.\.Q's^v\>i 
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dean. I owe the archbishop a letter this long time. All 
people that come from Ireland complain of h]m» and scold 
me for protecting him. Fray, madam Dingley, let me 
know what Presto has received for this year, or whether 
any thing is due to him for last : I cannot look over your 
fonner letters now. As for Diogley's own account of 
her exchequer money, I will give it on t'other side. 
Farewell, my own dearest. MD, and love Presto; and 
God ever bless dearest MD, &c. &c I wish you many, 
happy Christmasses and New Years. 

I have owned to the dean a letter I just had from you ; 
but that I had not one this great while before. 

Ding let's Account. 



Received of Mr. Tooke. 

Deducted for enteiing the letter of at- 
torney 

For the three half crowns it used to 
cost you, I don't know why nor 
wherefore 

For exchange to Ireland 

For coacb-liire «... 



In all, just 8 

So there's your money, and we are bolh even : for 
ni pay you no more than that eight pounds Irish, and 
pray be satisfied. 

Churchwarden's accounts, boys. 

Saturday night I have broke open my letter, atid 
tore it iQ;to the bargain ; to let you kno vr, that we are all 
gafe ; the queen has made no less than twelve lords to 
have a majmtjr ; mac new ones, \V\e ^^ex >Sm^^ ^rsxC 
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sons ; and bas turoed out the duke of Souieniet* She m 
awaked at last, and fo k knrd treftwrer : I waut nothini^ 
now but to see the duchess out. But we shall do wiib- 
oiii her. We ajre all extreaiely liaf»py. Give me joy, 
sircahs. This is writteu io a coffee-bouse. Three of 
die mm lords are of our societj.^ 



LETTEtt XXXVIIi. 

London^ December 20, 171 1. 

I PUT my letter iirthis evening, after coming from dioK 
uer at Ned Southweirs, where I draok very good Irishr 
wine, and we were in great joy at tliis happy turn of 
affairs. : The queen has been at last persuaded to her 
own interest and security, and I ^ely think she mw^t 
have made both hei'self and kingdom very unhappy, if 
she had done otherwise. It is still a mighty secret that 
Masham is to be one of the new lords ; they say he does 
K»ot jet knew it himself; but the queen is to surprise him 
with it. Mr. Secretary will be a lord at tbe end of the 
session ; but they want him still in parliament. After 
all, it is a strange unhapf^ necessity of making so ma^ 
ny peers together; but the queen has drawn it upon hei'- 
self, by her confounded trimming, and moderation. Three^ 
as I told you, are of our society. 

30. I writ the dean and you a lie yesterday ; for tb^ 
duke of Somerset is not yet turned out. I was to day 
at court, and vesolved to be very civil to the whigs f 
but saw few tliere. When I was in tbe bedchamber 
talking te Lord Rochester, he went up to Lady Bur- 
lington, who asK^d him, ^^ who I was;" and Lady Sua> 
derland and she whispered about me. I desired Lord 
Hecbester to tell Lady SondetViud^ '* I d^ubtfid she w9» 



JOURNAL TO STELLA. 4& 

Mi as DMieh ^ lave with me as I was with her ;'' but 
be would ii0t deliver 1D7 message. The duchess of 
Shrewsbuiy came rumiing up to roe, and clapped her te 
up to hade us from the coropaoy, and we gave one aoo* 
therjoy of this change; but sighed, when we reflected 00 
the Somerset family not being out. The secretary and 
I^ and brother Bathunt, and Lord Windsor, dined with 
the duke of Ormond. Bathurst and Windsor are to be 
two of the new lords. I desired my Lord Radnor's bro- 
ther, at court to day, to let my lord know I would caU 
on him at sin, which I dtd^ and was aigHing with him 
Uiree hours to bring him over to us, and I spoke so 
closely, that I believe he will be tractable ; but he is 
a scoundrel, and though I said '' I only talked for my 
love to him," I told a lie ; for I did not care if he were 
hanged ; bui eVery one gained over is of consequence. 
The da^Le of Marlborough was at court U^^y^ ^'^^ ^^^^ 
body hardly todi notice of him. Matbam's beii^ a l<H:d 
begins to take wind : nothing at court can be kept a 8e« 
cret. Wednesday will be a great day : you shall know 
Bore. 

31. Our frost is broken sin(^ yesterday^ and it is 
very slabbery ; yet I walked to the city and dined, and 
ordered some things with the printer. I have settled 
Dr. King^ in the Gazette ; it will be worth two hun- 
dred pounds a year to him. Our new lords' patents are 
passed : I don't like the expedient, if we could have 
found any other. I see I have said this before. I hear 
the duke of Marlborough is turned out of all his em- 
ployments : ^ shall know to-morrow, when I am to car- 
ry Dr. King to dine with the secretary. These are 
strong remedies f pray God the patient is able to bear 
them. The last ministry people are utterly desperate. 

* fh-. WiRiam King, the facetious poet)\tM^\,^^^A3GDfi;^^7^^fiM^. 
fiitaraftbeCfsseete. {f. 
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Jan. 1. Now I wish my dearest little MD many hap- 
py Dew yean ; yes, both Oinglcy and Stella, ay aod 
Presto too^ many happy new yeaiBi I dined widi the 
secretaiy, and it is true that the duke of Marlborou|^ 
is tum^ out of aU. The duke of Ormood has got his 
regiment of foot-guards : I know not who has the rest 
If the ministry be not sure of a peace, I shall wonder at 
this step, and do not approve it at best. The queen 
and lord treasurer mortally hate the duke of Marlbo- 
rough, and to that he owes his fall, mcnre than to his other 
ftuilts : unless he has been tampering too far with his 
party, of whidi I have not heard any particulars; how- 
ever it be, the world abroad will blame us. I coofess^ 
my belief, that he has not one good quality in the world 
beside that of a general, and even that I have heard de- 
nied by several great soldiers. But we have had con* 
iitant success in arms while he commanded. Opinion is 
a mighty matter in war, and I doubt the French think 
It impossible to conquer an army that he leads, and our 
soldiers think the same ; and how far even this step may 
encourage the French to play tricks with us, no man 
knofi's. I do not love to see personal resentment mix 
with public affairs. 

2. This being the day the lords meet, and the new 
peers to be introduced, I went to Westminster to see the 
sight ; but the crowd was too great in the house. So I 
only went into the robing room, to give my four bro- 
thers joy, and Sir Tliomas Mansel, and Lord Windsor ; 
the other six I am not acquainted with. It was appre- 
hended the whigs would have raised some difficulties, 
but nothing happened. I west to see Lady Masham at 
noon, and wish her joy of her new honour, and a happy 
new year. I found her very well pleased ; for peerage 
Will be some sort of protection to her upon any turn of 
affairs. She eo^ageil me to come. «A i«;^\V, aiuA ^x^NtUh 
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ber and lord treasurer ; I went at nine, and she was not 
at home, so I would not stay. No, no, I won't answer 
your letter yet, young women. I dined with a Mend 
ia the ne^ftMHirhood. I see nothing here like Christ- • 
mas, except brawn or mincepies in places where I dine, 
and giving away my half crowns like forthings to great 
men's porters and butlers. Yesterday I paid seven 
g9od guineas to the fellow at the tavern, where I treat- 
ed the society. I have a great mind to send you the^ 
Inli. I think I told you some articles. I have not 
beard whether any tiling was done in the house of lorda- 
after introducing the new ones. F<nd has been sitting 
with me till peeast inedve o'clock. 

3. This was our society day, Lord Dupplin was pre- 
lident ; we choose every week ; the last president treats, 
and chooses his successor. I believe our dinner cost 
fifteen pounds beside wine. The secretary grew brisk, 
and would not let me go, nor Lord Lansdown, who 
would fain have gone home to his lady, being- newly 
married to Lady Mary Thynne. It was near one when 
we parted ; so you must think I canH write much tpr 
night. The adjoomiog of the liouse of lords yester- 
day, as the queen desired, was just carried by the 
twelve new lords, and one more. Lord Radnor was not 
there ; I hope I have cured him. IHd I tell you that 
I have brought Dr. King in to be Gazetteer ? it will be 
worth above two hundred pounds a year to him : I be- 
lieve I told you so before, but I am foi|;etful. Go, get 
you gone to ombre, and claret, and toasted oranges. I'll 
go sleep. 

4. I cannot get rid of the leavings of my cold. I 
was in the city to-day, and dined with my printer, and 
gave him a ballad made by several hands, I know not 
whom. I bdieve lord treasurer had a fin^ec Isv \^ \ \ 
ad^iedf tbreekatmaB ; I eappoee Bt. X.i^^>XsgioV^ba&^^ 
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'greatest share. I have been oveneeinf some other lit' 
lie prints, aad a pamphlet made bj ooe of my under* 
strappers. Somerset is not out yet. I doubt not bttt 
yon will have the *^ Propliecy'^ in Ireland, although if 
is not published here, only printed copies ^ven to 
Mends. Tell me, do yon understand it ? No, hiihf 
not without help. Tell me what you stick at, and I'll 
explain. We turned out a member of our society yea* 
terday for gro£s neglect md non^afltendance. I writ to 
him by wder to give him notice of it. It is Tom Har" 
ley, secret8(ry to the treasury, and cousin-german to lord 
treasurer. He is going to Hanover from the queen. I 
am to give the duke of Ormond notice of his election at 
soon as I can see him. 

5. I went this morning trilb a parishioner of niiney 
one Nuttal, wlm came over, here for a legacy of one 
hftodred pounds, and a roguish lawyer had refused to 
pay him, and would not believe lie was the roan. I writ 
to the lawyer a sharp letter, 'Mbat I had taken Nuttal 
into my protection, and was resolved to stand by him ;" 
and the next news was, 'Uhat the lawyer desired I 
wo«ld meet hiss, and attest he was the man ;^ which i 
did, and bis money was paid upon the spot. I then vi' 
sited lord treasurer, who is nOw right again, and all 
well, only that the Somerset family is not out yet. i 
hate that ; I don't like it, as the roan said by, &c. Then^ 
I went and visited poor Will Congreve, who had » 
French fellow tampering with one of his eyes ; he is al<^ 
most bHad of both. I dined with some merchants in the 
city, but could not see Stratford, with whom I had busi* 
Hess. Presto, leave off your impertinence, and answer 
our letter, snith MD. Tes, yes, one of these days, when 
I have nothing else to do. O, faith, this letter u a week 
wrhteo, and not one side done yet. These ugly i^ts 

Mre Moi tobac€o i but tbisistlKlasli^iSMftXlVaie^f 
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large paper, therefore hold yoar tou^e. NuUal was 
surpriaed, whcD tbej gave him bita of paper tioatead of 
DMnej ; but I nnidie Ben Tooke put him in his ^eera ; 
be could not reckon ten pouods, but waa puzzled with 
the Iriah wa^r. Beo Tooke and my printer have de- 
aired me to make them statiooeri to I he ordnance, of 
which Lord Rivers is roaster instead of the duke of 
Marlborough* It ^lill be a hundred pourKls a year 
apiece to them, if I can get it. I will try to-morrow. . 
6. r went thb morning to Earl Kivera, gave him joj 
of bia new employment, and desired him to prefer my 
printer and bookseller to be stationers to his office. M» 
immediately granted it me, but, like an old courtier, 
told me ^ it was wlmlly on my account ; but that he 
beard I had intended to engage Mr. Secretary to speak 
to him, and desired I would engage him to do so ; but 
that however he di<l it only for my sake." This is a 
court trick, to oblige as many as you can at once. I 
read prayers to poor Mrs. Wesley, (who is very much out 
of order) instead of going to church ; and then I went to 
court, whkh I found very full, in expectation of seeing 
Prince Eugene, wlio landed last night, and lies at Lei- 
aester-bouae ; he was not to see the queen till six tliia 
evening: I hope and believe he comes too late to do 
the whiga any good. I refused dining with the secreta- 
)y, and waa like to lose my dimier, which was at a pri- 
vate acquaintance's. I went at six to see the prince at 
court ; but be waa gone into the queen : an^ when he 
came out, Mr. Secretary, who introduced him, walked 
so near him, that he quite screened me from him with 
hia great periwig. I'll tell you a good passage. Aa 
Prince Eugene was going with Mr. Secretary- to court, 
be told the aecretaiy, '* that Hoifmao, the emperor s re- 
sident, said te hia highaeas, that h waa not prober to ^o' 
to cvurt witbout a loiig wig, and bia ya^ a^^^^x^ <a^' 
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Now, says the prince, I koew not what to do : for I 
never bad a kmg periwig io mj life ; and I have sent to 
all my valets and footmen to see whether any of them 
have one, that I might borrow it ; but none of them has 
any." Was not this spoken very greatly, with some sort 
of contempt? But the secretary said; *' it was a thing 
of no consequence, and only obseiTed by gentlemea 
ushers.'* I supped with Lord Masham, where lord trea- 
surer and Mr. Secretary supped witii us ; the first left us 
at twelve, but the rest did not part till two : yet I have 
written all this, because it is ifresh : and now I'll go sleep, 
if I can ; that is, I believe I shall, because I have draok 
a little. 

7. I was this morning to give the duke of Ormood 
notice of the honour done him to make him one of our 
society, and to invite him on Thursday next to this 
Thatched-house. He has acc^ted it with the gratitude 
and humility such a preferment deserves: but cannot 
come till the next meeting, because Prince Eugene is to 
dine with him that day ; which I allowed for a good ex* 
cuse, and will i*eport accordingly. I dined with Lord 
Masham, and sat there till eight this evening ; and came 
home, because I was not very well, but a little griped : 
but now I am well again, I will not go, at least but verj 
seldom, to Lord Masham's suppers. Lord treasurer is 
generally there, and that tempts me ; but late sitting up 
does not agree with me : there's the short and the long, 
and I won't do it: so take your answer, dear little 
young women ; and I have no more to say to you to- 
night, because of the archbishop ; for I am going to write 
a long letter to him; but not so politicly as formerly : 
I won't trust him. 

8. Well then, come, let us see this letter ; if I roust 
Moewer it, I must. What's here now ? yes faith. I 
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mmUd fm/ birAdm/* two days after, and that's all. 
bd you rhyme, madam Stella ; were those verses made 
ipmi my birthday? faith, wbeo I read them, I had them 
■ttDoing in my bead all the day, and said them over a 
JboiiBtod times; they draok your health in all their 
{Imes, aod n ished, &c. I could not get them out of my 
^eid. What ; no, I believe it was not ; what do, I say 
ipoQ the eighth of December? Compare, and see 
whether I say so. I am glad of Mrs. Stuyte*s recovery, 
leartily glad: your Dolly Manley's and bishop of 
[Jloyne^s child I have no concern about : I am sorry in 
idvil way, that*s all. Yes, yes. Sir Oeorge St. George 
ieid. Goj cry> madam Dingley, I have written to the 
lean. 

Raymond will be rich ; 
For be has the building itcb« 

1 wish all he has got may put him out of debt Pohy 
I have fires like light'niog ; they cost me twelvepeoce a 
reek, beside small coal. I have got four new caps, ma** 
lam, very fine and convenient, with striped cambric, 
mtead of muslin ; so Patrick need not mend them, but 
ake the old ones. Stella snatched Diogley's word out 
i her pen ; Presto a cold ; why all the world here is 
had witli them : I never had any thing like it in my 
Ue; 'tis not gone in five weeks. I liope Leigh is with 
f9tL before this, and has brought your box : how do you 
ike the ivory rasp ? Stella is angry ; but IHl have a 
her thing for her. Is not the apron as good ? I am 
ure I shall never be paid it; so all's well again. What 
the quarrel with Sir John Walters ? why, we had not 
Nie word of quarrel; only he railed at me when I was 

* Dr. Swift, apoQ ^ kirthdaf , used always Iq x«a.^\)ti<^V\)^^<^v 
ferofJob, O, 9. 
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gODe. Aod lord keeper and treasurer teased me for a 
week : it was outs to them : a serious tiling with a veu- 
geaoce ! The whigs may sell their estates then, or hang 
themselves, as they are dbppsed; for a peace there will 
be. Lord treasurer told me, that Conollj was goii^ to 
Hanover. Your provost is a coxcomb. Stella is a good 
girl for not being angry when I tell her of spelling; I 
see none wrong in this. God Almighty be praised that 
your disorders lessen, it increases my hopes mightily that 
they will go off. And have you been plagued with the 
fear of the plague? never mind those reports; I have 
heard them five hundred times. RepUm? Replevin, 
simpleton, 'tis Dingley I mean ; but it Is a hard word, 
and so I'll excuse it. I stated Dingley's accounts in my 
last. I forgot Catlierine's sevenpeuny dinner. I hope 
it was tlie beef-steaks ; I'll Call and eat them in spring : 
but goody Stoyte must give ne cofiee, or green tea, for 
I drink no bohca. Well, ay, the pamphlet ; but there 
are gome additions to the fourth edition : tlie fifth edi- 
tioo was of four thousand, in a smaller print, sold for 
sixpence. Yes, I had the twenty pound bill from Par- 
viiol: and what then? Fray now eat the Laracor ap- 
ples; I beg you not to keep them, but tell me what they, 
aare^ You have had Tooke's bill in my last. And so 
(bere now, your whole letter is answered. I tell yoa 
what I do ; I lay your letter before me, and take it in 
brder, aod answer M'hat is necessary; ami so and so. 
Well ; when I expected we were all undone, I designed 
to retire for six months, and then sfceal over to Laracoir ; 
and I had in my mouth a thousand times, two lioei^ 
Shakspeare, where Cardinal Wolsey says : 

^' A weak old man, batter'd with storms of state, 
Is come to lay his weary bones among you." 
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I bcj your pardon, I have cheated you all'this margin : 
I did not perceive it ; and I went on wider and wider 
like Stella; awkward sluts, she writes so so, there :^ 
that's as Hke as two egrgs a penny. A weak old man, 
now I am saying it, and ^all till to-morrow. The duke 
of Marlborough says, " there is nothing he now desirea 
so much as to contrive some way how to soften Dr. 
SwiA." He is mistaken; for those things that have 
been hardest against him were not written by me. Mr. 
Secretary told me this from a friend of the duke's; and 
I'm sure, now he is down, I shall not trample on him ; 
although I love him nof, I dislike his being outf Ber* 
nage was to see me this morning, and gave some very in- 
different excuses for not calling here so long. I care not 
twopence. Prince Eugene did not dine with the duke 
of Marlborough on Sunday, but was last night at Lady 
Betty Germain's assembli£, and a vast number of ladies 
to see him. Mr; Lewis and I dined with a private 
friend. I was this rooming to see the duke of Ormonde 
who appointed me to meet him at the cockpit at one, but 
never came. I sat too some time with the duchess^ 

* Tkese words in the manufvript imitate Steila^s writing, and are 
tipped the wrong way. D. S. 

f Dr. Ciiarles Davenant, in a li^ttdr, dated Sept. 22, 170^, to his son 
Harry, tliea secretary and chargS d'affdire>i for tlie queen at Frank- 
fort, says, ** I desire yoii to deliver the enclosed to Col. Parks (aid^ 
decamp to the duke of IVf arlborough.) The chief of it i9, to bespeak 
hb kittifaiess for my cousin Swifl to be his chaplain against he has 4 
regiment. My cousin has gained immortal honour by fu^ng had the 
principal hand in a book lately published, caNed ** The Tale of a 
Tab;^ which has made as nvicli noiie, and is as full of wit, as any 
book, perhaps, that has ccMpe out tliese last hundred years.** It needs 
not be added, that the application was unsuccessful. To tlie duke of 
Marlborough, however, Swiit (who without scruple " libelled the 
whole jusCo rouwH*) appears t(>4iavc entertained no animosity. The 
refiual pnobdhly was noble; and Swifts conduct to the duke was 
equally liberal. H^ disliked his principles; but ** prevented many 
liard tbiDgs being said of him," N. 
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We dou't like diiogs vciy veil yet, I am come home 
early, and going to be busy. I'll go write. 

0. I could not go sleep last night till past two, and 
was waked before three by a noise of people eodeavour- 
ing (o break open my window; for a while I would not 
^tir, thinking it might be my imagination $ but hearing 
the noise continued, I rose and went to the window, and 
then it ceased : I went to bed again, and heard it re- 
peated more violently; then I rose and called up the 
house, and got a candle : the rogues had lifted up the 
sash a yard ; there are great sheds before my windows, 
although my lodgings be a story high ; and if they get 
upon the sheds, they are almost even with my window. 
We observed their track, and panes of glass fresh broken. 
The watchmen told us to-day, *' tliey saw them, but 
could not catch them:'' they attacked others in the 
^eighbourhood, about the same time, and actually rob- 
bed a house in SulTolk^street, which is the next street 
but one to us. It b said they are seamen discharged 
from service. I went up to call my man, and found bis 
bed empty ; it seems he often lies abroad. I challenged 
liim this morning as one of the robbers. He is a sad 
dog ; and the minute I come to Ii*eland I will discard 
him. I have this day got double iron bars to every 
window in my dining room and bedchamber ; and I hide 
my purse in my thread stocking between the bed's head 
and the wainscot. Lewis and I dined with an old 
Scotch friend, who brought the duke of Douglas and 
three or four more Scots upon us. 

10. This was our society day, you know: but the 
duke of Ormond could not be with us, because he dined 
with Prince Eugene. It cost me a guinea contribution 
to a poet, who had made a copy of verses upon man* 
kies, applying the story to the duke of Marlborough; 
the rest gave two guineas, except the two physicians. 
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wlio folloiii'ed my example. I dou'-t like this custom : 
the next time I will give nothing. I sat this evening 
at Lord M asham-s witli lord treasurer : I dooU like his 
couoteuaoce; nor I don't like the po&ture of things 
welh 

" We catmot-be stout, Till Somerset's out,'* 
as the old sajing is. 

Tl. Mr. Lewis aud I dined with the chancellor of 
the exchequer, who eats the most elegantly of any man 
I know ID town : I walked lustily in the park by mooo- 
shioe till eight, to shake off my dinner and wine; and 
tbeD went to sup at Mr. Domyille's with Ford, and staid 
till twelve. It is told me to-day as a great secret, that 
the duke of Somerset will be out soon ; that the thing ia 
fixed ; but what shall we do with the duchess ? they say 
the duke will make her leave the queen out pf spite, if 
be be out. It has stuck upon that fear a good while al- 
ready. Well, but Lewis gave me a letter from MD, 
N. 25. O Lord, I did not expect one this fortnight, 
faith* You are mighty good, that's certain: but I 
won't answer it, because this goes to-moiiaw, only what 
you say of the printer being taken up; I value it not ; 
all's safe there ; nor do I fear any thing, unless the 
Biinistry be changed ; I hope that danger is over. How- 
ever, I shall be in Ireland before such a change ; which 
eauld not be, I think, till the end of the session, if Uie 
whigs' designs had gone on. Have not you an apron 
by Leigh, madam Stella ? have you all I mentioned in 
a former letter ? 

12. Morning. This goes to-day as usual. I think 
of going into the city ; but of that at night. 'Tis 
fine moderate weather these two or three days last. 
Farewell, &c. vie. 
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LBTT£R XXXIX. 

Landm^Jan 12, 171M2. 

Whbm I sealed up my letter this morDiog, I looked 
upoQ mjaelf to be oot worth a groat in the world. Last 
night, after Mr. Ford and I left DomFille, Ford detjied 
ne to 90 with bin for a mioute upon earneit husinesR, and 
then told me ^ thai both he and I w£re ruined ; for- be 
ImmI trusted Stratford with five hundred pouuda for 
tickets for the lottery ; and be had been witb Stratfiid, 
who confessed he had lost fifteen thousand pounds by 
Skr Stephen Evans, who broke last week ; and he con- 
cluded Stratford must break too; that he could not get 
his tickets, but Stratford made hiai several exjuiaei, 
which seemed very blind ones, &c." And Stratford had 
near four hundred pounds of mine, to buy me five fauo- 
dsed pounds in the South Sea company. I came hoHKS 
reflecting a little ; nothing concerned me but MD. I 
called all ny philosophy and religion up : and, I thank 
■€od, it did not keep me awake beyond my uiual time 
•above a quarter of an hour. This morning I sent for 
Tooke, whom I had employed to buy tlie stock of Strat- 
ford, and settle things with him. He told me, '^I mtfi 
secure; for Stratford had transfecred it to me in fom ip 
the South Sea bouse, and he had accepted it for lOft 
and all was done on stamped parchment :^' however, he 
would be farther informed ; and, at night, sent roe a note 
to confirm me. However, I am not yet secure ; an4f 
besides, am in pain for Ford, whom I fiirst brought ac- 
quainted with Stratford. I dined in the city. 

13. Domvilie aad I dined with Ford to-day l^ Vft 

pointment : the Lord Mansel told roe at court to-d«iy, 

that I, was engaged to him : but Stratford had promised 

jFord'to meet him and me lo-night at Ford's lodgings. 
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He did 8o; said be bad liopes to save himself in his af- 
fair witb Evans, Ford asked him for his tickets : be 
said ^ he would send them to-morrow :" but, looking in 
his pocket book, said '*lie believed he had some of them 
about him ;^' and gave him as many as came to tW9 
hundred pounds, which rejoiced us much; besides, lie 
talked «o frankly, that we might think there is no dan- 
ger. I asked him, ^ Was there any more to be settled 
betweeo us in my affair?" He said, *^No;" and an- 
swering my questions just as Tooke had got them 
from others; so I hope I am safe. This has been a 
scurvy offaur. I believe Stella would have half laugh- 
ed at me, to see a suspicious fellow, like me, overreach- 
ed. I saw Prince Eugene to-day at court: I don't 
think him an ugly faced fellow, but well enough, and a 
good shape. 

.14. The parliament was to sit to day; and met; but 
trere adjourned by the queen^s directions till Thursday. 
She designs to fiiake some important speech then. She 
pretended illness; but I believe they were not ready, and 
they expect some opposition : and the Scotch loixls are 
angry, and must be pacified. I was this morning to in- 
vite the duke of Ormond to our society on Thursday^ 
where he is then to be introduced. He has appointed 
me at twelve to-morrow about some business : I would 
fdn have his help to impeach a certain lord : but I doubt 
we shall make nothing of it. I intended to have dined 
with lord treasurer, but I was told he would be busy : 
to I dined with Mrs. Van ; and at night I sat with Lord 
Mashara till one. Lord treasurer was there, and chid 
me for not dining with him : he was in very good ha- 
mour : I brought home two flasks of burgundy in my 
chair: I wish MD had them. You see it is very late; 
80 1*11 go to bed, and bid MD good night. 

VOL. XXII. D 
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15. This morning I presented 017 printer and l)ook< 
seller to Lord Rivers, to be stationers to the ordnance; 
stationers, that's the word^; I did not write it plain at 
first. I believe it will be worth three hundred pounds a 
year between them. This is the third employment I 
have got for them. Rivers told them, *' the doctor com- 
manded him, and he durst not refuse it" I would have 
dined wkh lord treasurer to day again, but Lord Man- 
sel would not let me, and forced me home with him. I 
was very deep with the duke of Ormond to day at the 
cockpit, where we met to be private; but I doubt I can- 
not do the mischief I intended. My friend Fenn came 
there. Will Fenn the quaker, at the head of his brethren, 
to thank the duke for his kindness to their people in Ire- 
land To see a dozen scoundrels with their hats on, and 
the duke complimenting with his off, was a good sight 
enough. I sat this evening with Sir Williaip Robinson, 
who has mighty often invited me to a bottle of wine : 
and it is past twelve. 

1 6. This being fast day, Dr. Freiud and I went into 
(he city to dine late, like good fasters. My printer and 
bookseller want me to hook in another employment for 
them in the tower, because it was enjoyed before by a 
stationer, although it be to serve the ordnance with oil, 
tallow, &e. and is worth four hundred pounds per annum 
more : I will try what I can do. They are resolved to 
ask several other employments of the same nature to 
other offices; and I will then grease fat sows, and see 
whether it be possible to satisfy them. Why am not I 
» stationer? The parliament sits to-morrow, and Wal- 
pole, late secretary at war, is to be swinged for bribery 
and the queen is to communicate something of great ii 
portance to the two houses, at least they say so. But 
must think of answering your letter in a day or two* 
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17. I weot this momiDg to the duke of Ormond about 
^ome busioess; aod he told me he could not dine vrMh 
US to day, being to dine with Prince Eugene. Those of 
our society of Ahe bouse of commons could not be with 
ti8^ the bouse sitting late on Walpole. I left them at 
Dine, and they were not come. We kept some dinner 
for them. I hope Walpole will be sent to the tower, 
and expelled the house : but, this afternoon the members 
I spoke with in the court of requests talked dubiously 
^ it. It will be a leading card to maul the ^duke of 
Marlborough for the same crime, or at least to censure 
him. The queen's message was only to give them no- 
tice of the peace she is treating, and to desire they will 
make some law to prevent libels against the government; 
so farewell to Omb-street. 

1 8. I heard to day that the commoners of our society 
did not leave the parliament till eleven at night, then 
went to those I left, and staid till three in the morning. 
Walpole is expelled, and sent to the tower. I was this 
morning again with Lord Rivers, and have made him 
gi^ the other employment to my printer and bookseller ; 
'4is worth a great deal. I dined with my friend Lewis 
privately, to talk over affairs. We want to have this 
duke of Somerset out, and he apprehends it will not be ; 
but I hope better* They are going now at last to change 
the commissioners of the customs : my friend Sir Mat- 
thew Dudley will be out, and three more, and Prior iviU 
be in. I have made Ford copy out a small pamphlet, 
and send it to the press, that I might not be known for 
author; 'tis "A Letter to the October Club," if ever 

you heard of such a thing Methinks this letter goes 

on but slowly for almost a week ; I want some little 
conversation with MD, and to know what they are do- 
ing just now. I am sick t)f politics. I have not dined 
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with lord treasurer these three weeks : he chides me, but 
I don't care : I don't. 

19. I dined to day with lord treasurer; this is his 
day of choice company ; where they sometimes admit 
me, but pretend to gnimble. And to day they met on 
aome extraordinary business; the keeper, steward, both 
secretaries, Lord Rivers, and Lord Anglesey: I left 
•Ihem at seven, and came away, and have been writing 
to the tnshop of Clogher. I forgot to Iluow where to 
direct to him since Sir George St. George's death ; but 
I have directed to the same bouse : you must tell me 
better; for the letter is sent by the bellman. Don't write 
,to me again till this is gone, I charge you ; for I won't 
^nsvrer two letters together. The duke of Somerset is 
out, and was with his yellow liveries at parliament to 
day. You know he bad the same with the queen, when 
he was master of the horse : we hope the duchess wilt 
follow, or that he will take her away in spite. Lord 
treasurer, I hope, has now saved his head. Has the 
dean received my letter ? ask him at cards to night 

20. There was a world of people to day at court to 
see Prince JEiigene, but all bit, for he did not come. I 
saw the dacliess of Somerset talking witli the duke, of 
Buckingham ; she looked a little down, but was extreme- 
ly courteous. The queen has the gout, but is not in 
much pain. Must I fill this line too ?* well then, so 
let it be. The duke of Beaufort has a mighty mind to 
jcome into our society; shall we let him ? I spoke to the 
duke of Ormond about it, and he doubts a little whether 
to let. him in or no. They say the duke of Somerset is 
advised by his friends to let his wife stay with the queen ; 
I am sorry for it. I dined with the secretary to-day, 

* It 13 the la«t of the pagn, and written close to the edge of the pa- 
pcr. V. S. 
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with mixed compaoj; I don't love it. Our society does 
not meet till Friday, because Thursday mU be a bui^ 
day itf the house of commons ; for then the duke of Marl* 
borough's biibcry is to be examined into about the pcQ» 
sion paid him by those that furnished bread to the army, 

21. I liave been five times with the duke of Ormond 
about a perfect trifle, and he forgets it : I used him llk^ 
a dog this morning for it. I was asked to day by seve- 
ral in the court of requests, ^ whether it was true that 
the author of the Examiner* was taken up in an actiou 
of twenty thousand pmipds by the duke of Marlbo- 
rough?'* I dined in the city, where my printer showed 
ne a pamphlet called " Advice to the October Club," 
which he said was sent him by an unknown hand ; I 
commended it mightily ; he never suspected me ; 'tis »' 
twopenny pamphlet. 1 came home and got timely to 
bed ; but about eleven one of the secretary's servants 
came to me, to let me know ** that lord treasurer would' 
immediately speak to me at Lord Masliam's upon ear- 
nest business ; and that if I was a*bed, I should rise and 
come." I did so ; lord treasurer was above with the 
queen : and when he came down he laughed, and said 
" it was Dot he that sent for me :" the business was of 
BO great importance, only to give me a paper, which 
might have been done to morrow. I staid with them till- 
past one, and then got to bed again. Fize take their 
frolicks^ I thought to have answered your letter. 

22. Doctor Oastrel was to see me this morning ; h^ 
is au eminent divine, one of the canons of Christchuixh, 
and one I love very well : he saicl, '* be was glad to 
find I was not with James Broad." I asked what he 

* upon the 10th and 17th of this mooth the Examiner was very se- 
vere upon the duke of Marlborough, and in consequence of this report 
Fforstied him with great rinilence in the follo^in^ couivft ol\vv&^V^^%^ 
BatSwm.was Dot the miter cT the ExamineT al l\\^\. v«t\«^. W-^' 
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neaot " Whj," says he, have you not seen the Grab* 
ftreet paper, that says Dr. Swift was taken up^ as author 
of ^ The Examiner,'' on an action of twenty thousand 
pounds, and was now at James Broad's ?"" (who, 1 sup* 
pose, is some baiiifT.) I knew nothing of this ; but s^ 
the court of requests twenty people told me " they 
heard I had been taken up." Lord Lansdown observed 
to the secretary and me, *^ that the whigs spread three 
lies yesterday f-* that about me ; and another, that Ma- 
cartney, who was turned out last summer, is again re- 
stored to his places in the i^y ; and the third, thai 
Jack Hill's commission for lieutenant of the tower is 
stopped, and tliat Cadogan is to continue. LansdowH 
thinks they have some design by these reports; I cannot 
guess it. Did I tell you that Sachevereil has desired 
mightily to come and see me; but I have put it off: 
be has heard that I have spoken to the secretary in be- 
half of a brother whom he maintains, and who desires 
an employment. T'other day at the court of requests 
Dr. Yalden saluted me by name : Sachevecell, who was 
just by, came up to me, and matje me many acknow- 
ledgments and compliments. Last night I desired lord 
treasurer to do someting for that brother of Sacheverell's: 
he said, ^' he never knew he had a brother ;" but thank- 
ed me for telling him, and immediately put !iis name 
in his tablebook. I will let Sachevereil know this, that 
he may take his measures accordingly ; but he shall be 
none of my acquaintance. I dined to-day privately 
with the secretary, left him at six, paid a visit or two^ 
and came home. 

23. I dined again to-day with the secretary; but 
could not despatch some business I liad with him, he has 

* These lies are all particularly meatioaed by the Exaouner, IJf. 
M dated Feb. 7, 1711-12. D, S. 
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S9 much beside upon his hands at this juncfure ; and 
prepariug against the great busiuess to-morrow, which 
we are top full of. The miaister's desigo is, that the 
duke of Marlhorougli shall be censured as gentlj as 
possible, provided his friends will not make head to de- 
lieod hidj ; but if they do it may eod in some severer 
votes. A gentleman who was just now with him, tells m^ 
*^ he is much cast down, and fallen away ; but he is po^ 
sitive, if he has but ten friends in the house, that they 
fihall defend him to the utmost, and endeavour to pre- 
vent the least censure upon him ;^ which I think cannot 
be, since the bribery is manifest : Sir Solomon Medina 
paid him six thousand pounds a year to have the emr 
ployment of providing bread for the army, and the duke 
owns it in his letter to the commissioners of accoropts. 
I was to-night at Lord Masham's ; Lord Dupplin took 
out my new little pamphlet, and the secretary read a 
great deal of it to lord treasurer ; they all commend- 
ed it to the skies, and so did I, and they began a health 
to the author. But I doubt lord treasurer suspected 
for be said, ** this is Dr. Davenant's style ;" which is 
bis caut when he suspects me. But I carried the matter 
very well. Lord treasurer put the pamphlet in his 
pocket to read at home. Ill answer your letter to- 
BK>rrow. 

■ 24. The secretary made me promise to dine with iiim; 
to-day ^after the parliament was up ; I said I would 
come; but I dined at my usual time; knowing the 
house would sit late on this great affair. I dined at a 
tavern with Mr. Domville and another gentleman; I 
have not done so before these many months. At ten 
this evening I went to the secretary, but he was not 
come home ; I sat with his lady till twelve, then came 
awaiy ; and he just came as I was gone, and he sent to 
my h>d^!jig3, but I would not go b%cVL*^ ^xA v^^^\.stfs« 
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not how things bare passed ; but hope all is weH ; and 
I. will tell you to-morrow day. It h late, &c. 

25. The secretary sent to me thb morning to know 
whether we should dine together ; 1 went to him, and 
there I learned, that the question went against the duke 
of Marlborough by a majority of a hundred ; so the 
ministiy is mighty well satisfied, and the duke will now 
be able to do no hurt. The secretary and I and Lord 
l^asham, Szc. dined with lieutenant general Withers^ 
who is just going to look aAer the army iu Flanders : 
the secretary and I left them a little after seven, and I 
am come home, and wilf now answer your letter, be* 
cause this goes to-morrow : let me see. The box at 
Chester; O, bum that box, and hang that Sterne; I 
have desired one to inquire for it who went toward Ire* 
land last Monday, but I am in utter despair of it. N% 
I was not splenetic; you see what plunges the court 
has been at ta set all right again. And that duchess is 
Bot out yet, and may one day cause more mischief. 
Somerset shows all about a letter from the queen, de^ 
siring him to let his wife continue with her. Is not 
that rare ! I find Dingley smelted a rat ; because the 
whigs are tqnsh ; but if ever I h€ar that word agaii^ 
Fll uppish you^ 1 am glad you got your rasp safe and 
sound ; docs Stella like her apron ? Your critics about 
guarantees of succession are puppies ; that's an answer 
to the objection. The answerers here made the same 
objection, but it is wholly wrong. I am of your opinion^ 
that Lord Marlborough is used too hardly: I have often 
scratched out passages from papers^ and pamphlets sent 
me before they were printed ; because I thouq^pbt them 
too severe. But, he is certainly a vile man, and has no 
^rt of merit beside the military. The " Examiners'* 
are ^ood for little : I would fain have hindered the s©- 
rerltj' of the two or three last, Wl co>x\A wot, I wifl 
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either bring your papers over, or leave them ivithr 
Tooke, for whose hooestj I will engage. And I tluDk 
it is best not to venture them with me at sea. Stella is 
a prophet, by foretelling so very positively that all would 
be well. Duke of Ormond speak against peace ? No, 
simpleton : he is one of the stattnchest we have for the 
ministry. Neither trouble yourself about the printer : 
be appeared tile first day of term, and is to appear 
when summoned again ; but nothing else will come of it. 
Lord chief justice is cooled since this new settlement. 
No ; I will not split my journals in half ; I will write 
but oitee a fortnight : but you may do as you will ; 
which is, read only half at once, and t'other half next 
week. So now your letter is answered.^ (Pox on these 
blots !) What must I say more ? I will set out in 
March, if there be a fit of fine weather ; unless the 
ministry desire me to stay till the end of the session, ' 
which may be a month longer ; but I believe they will 
not : for I suppose the peace will be made, and they will 
have no farther service for me. I must make my canal 
fine this summer, as fine as I can. I am afraid I shall 
see great neglects among my quicksets. I hope the' 
cherry trees on the river walk are fine things now. But 
fee more of this; 

25. I forgot to finish this letter this morning, and am * 
come home so late I roust give it to the bellman ; but 
I would have it go to-night, lest you should think there 
is any thing in the story of my being arrested in au 
ffCtion of twenty thousand pounds by Lord Marlbo- 
rough, which I hear is in Dyer^s letter, and consequent* 
)y, I suppose, gone to Ireland. Farewell, dearest MD^, 
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LETTER XL. 

London, Jan. 26, 1 7 1 1-1 2. 

I HAV£ DO gilt paper left of this size, so jou must be 
eoutent with plain. Our society dined, together to-daj^ 
for it was put off as I told jou, upon Lord Marlbo- 
n>ugb'8 busia«ss^ on Thursday. The duke of Ormond 
dined with us to-day, the iirst time ; we were thirteen 
at table ; and Lord Lansdown came in after dinner, so 
that we wanted but three. The secretary proposed the 
duke of Beaufort, who desires to be one of our society^ 
but I stopped it, because the duke of Ormond doubts a 
little about it ; and he was gone before it was proposed. 
I left them at seven, and sat this evening with poor Mrs* 
Wesley, who has been mightily ill to-day with a faint- 
ing fit : she has often convulsions too ; she takes a mix^ 
ture with tisafoUida, .which I have now in my nose ; 
and every thing smells of it. I never smelt it before ; 
-\is abominable. Wc have eight packets, they say, due 
from Ireland. 

27. I could not see Prince Eugene at court to-day^ 
the crowd was so great. The whigs contrive to have a 
crowd always about him, and employ the rabble to give 
the word, when he sets out from any place. When the 
duchess of Hamilton came from the queen after chgrcbt 
she whispered me '* that she was going to pay me a vU 
sit :" I went to Lady Ogle thorp's, 4 he place appointed ; 
for ladies always visit me in third places, and she kepi 
me till near four : she talks too much, is a plaguy der 
tractor, and I believe I shall not much like her. I waa 
engaged to dine with Lord Masham ; they staid as long 
as they could, yet had almost diued, and were going in 
anger to pull down the brass peg for my hat, but Lady 
Matham sdred it. At eight I n^ent again to Lord Ma- 
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8&ain^8 ; lord treasurer is generally there at night : w6 
sat up till almost two. Lord treasurer has engaged me 
to contrive some way to keep the archbishop of York 
from being seduced by Lord Nottingham. I will do 
what I can in it to-toorrow. 'Tis very late, so I must 
go sleep^ 

28. Poor Mrs. Manley, the author, iis very ill of ff 
dropsy and sore leg ; the printer tells me ^ he is afraid 
she cannot live long«" I am heartily sorry for her; she 
has very generous^ principles fbr one of her sort ; and a 
Ipreat deal of good sense and invention : she is about 
forty, very homely and- very fat. Mrs. Van made me 
dine with her to-day. I was this morning with the 
duke of Ormond, and the prolocutor, about what lord 
treasurer spdke to me yesterday ; I know not what will 
be the issue. There is but a slender majority in ihe 
bouse of lord& ; and we warn more. We are sadly 
mortified at the new? of the French taking the town ia^ 
Brasil from the Portuguese. The sixth edition of three 
Uiousand of the Conduct of the Allies is sold, and the 
printer talks of a seventh ; eleven thousand of them- 
have been sold ; which is a prodigious run. The little 
two-penny Letter of Advice to the October Club does 
not sell : I know not the reason ; for it is finely writ- 
ten, I assure you ; and, like a true author, I grow fond 
of it, because it does not sell : you know that is usual 
to writers, to condemn the judgment of the world : if I 
Lad hinted it to be mine, every body would have bought 
it, but it is a great seci-et. 

I 29. I borrowed one or two idle book& of Conies des 
FieSy* and have been reading, them these two dayfs, al-- 
though I have much business upon my liands. I loiter- 
ed till one at home ; then went to Mr. Lewis at his of^ 

* Tales of the Fairies. D. S. 
D a. 
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fice ; in6 the vicechamberleiu told me, '* that Lady 
Ryaltoo had yesterday resigned her eroplojDient of la- 
dy of the bed-chamber, and that Lady Jaue Hyde, Lord 
Rochester's daughter, a mighty pretty girl, is to suc- 
ceed f!' he said too, " that Lady Sundcr1aD<l would re- 
sign in a* day or two." I dined with Lewis, and thea 
went to sec Mrs. Wesley, who is better to-day. But 
you must koowr that Mr. Lewis gare me two lettenl, 
orte fi-om the bishop of Cloyne, with an enclosed from 
Lord Inchequin to lord treasurer ; which he desires I 
Tfould deliver and recommend. I am told, that lord 
was nuich in with Lord Wharton, and I remember he 
was to have been one of the lords justices by his recom- 
mendation ; yet the bishop recommends him as a great 
friend to tlie church, &c. V\\ do what I think pi-oper. 
T'other letter was from little saucy MD, N. 26. O 
liOrd, never saw the like, under a cover too, and by way 
of a journal ; we shall never have done. Sirrahs ; how 
durst you write so soon,' sirrahs ? I won't answer it yet. 
30. I was this morning with the secretary, who was 
sick, and out of humour ; he would needs drink cham- 
paign some days ago, on purpose ta spite me, because I 
advised him against it, and now he pays for it ; Stella 
used to do such tricks formerly ; he put me in mind of 
her. Lady Sundaland has rengned her place too* Ifc 
is Lady Catherine Hyde that succeeds Lady Ryalton ; 
and not Lady Jane. Lady Catherine is the late earl 
of Rochester's daughter* I dined with the secretary, 
then visited his lady : and sat this evening with Lady' 
Masham f the secretary came to us ; but lord treasurer 
did not ; he dined with the master of the rolls, and staid 
la'.e with him. Our society does not meet till tomor- 
row se'unight, because we think the parliament will be. 
very busy to-morrow upon the state of the war; and the 
secretary, who is to treat w president, must be in the 
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I fancy my talking of persons and things here, 
! Terj tedious to you, because jou Imow nothing 
; and I talk as if you did. You know KemCS" 
nd Werhttrgh'Street^ and (what do jou call the 
?here Mrs. "Walls lives ?) and Ingoldtibyy and' 
i; and Lord Santry ; but what care you for La- 
lerine Hyde ? Why do you say nothing of youc* 
sirrah ? I hope it is welL 
rrimnel, bishop of Norwich, if ho was with thisi 
underland at Moor-park in their travelsi preach-* 
miay before the house of lords ; and to day tlie' 

I was put to thank him and print his sermon ; but 
igainst him f for it was a terrible wh^e: sermon. 

II to repeal the act for naturalizing protestant fo- 
^ passed the house of lords to-day by a majority 
ty, though the Scotch lords went out, and would 
ither way, in discontent about duke HamiltonV 
if you know any thing of it^ A poem is come' 
lay, inscribed to me by way of a flirt ; for it is- 
^sh poem, and good for nothing. They plagued 
!i it in the court of requests. I dined with lord- 
^r at five alone, only with one Dutchman. Fri- 
)W a commissioner of the customs. I told you so 
I suppose. When I came home to-night, I found 
* from Dr. Sacheverell, thanking me for recom- 
g his brother to lord treasurer and Mr. Secreta- 
I place. Lord treasurer sent to him about it : so^ 
solicitor was I, although I once hardly thought 
d be solicitor for Sadievcrell. 

1. Has not your dean of St. Patrick received 
er ? you say nothing of it, although I writ above 
h ago. My printer has got the gout, and I was^ 
to go to him to-day, and there I dined. It was ft' 
eliciouB day ; why don't you observe whether the 
ays be fine with you ? To-iiVgbt) %X m, I^« kv 
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terbury and Prior, aod I, aud Dr. Freiiid, met at Dr.- 
Robert Freiod's house at Westminster, who is master of 
the school : there we sat till one, and were ^ood enough 
companj. I here take leave to tell politic Dingley, that 
tlie passage in '' The Conduct of the Allies" is so far 
from being blamable,. that the secretary designs to insist 
upon it in the house of commons, when the Treaty of 
Barrier is debated there, as it now shortly will, for they 
have ordered it to be laid before them. The pamphlet 
of *^ Advice to the October Club" begins now to sell : 
but I believe its fame will hardly reach Ireland : 'tkh 
finely written, I assure you. I long to answer youv let* 
ter; but won't yet; you know 'tis late, &c. 

2. This ends Christmas; and what care I? I have 
neither seen, nor felt, nor heard any Christmas thb year. 
I passed a lazy dull day : I was this morning with lord 
treasurer, to get some papers from him, which he will re- 
member as much as a cat, although it be his own busi- 
ness. It threatened rain, but did not much; and Prior 
and I walked an hour in the park, which quite put me; 
out of my measures. I dined with a friend hard by ;. 
and. in the evening sat wiih Lord Masham till twelve, 
liord treasurer did not come ; this is an idle diuing day 
usually with him. We want to hear from Holland bow 
our peace goes on ; for we are afraid of those scoundrelst 
the Dutchj lest they should play us tricks. Lord Man*,- 
a Scotch earl, was with u» at Lord Masham's;. I wafr 
arguing with him about the stubbornness and folly of bis 
countrymen : they are so angry about the aflfair of Duke 
Hamilton, whom the queen has made a duke of England, 
and the house of lords will not admit him : he swears he 
would vote Ibr us, but dare not ; because all Scotland- 
would detest him if he did; he should never be chosen* 
s^ain, nor be able to live there*. 
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• 3. I was at court to-day to look for a dinner; but did 
not like any that were offered ne ; and I dined with 
Lord Mountjoy. The queen has the gout in her knee, 
and was not at chapel. I bear we have a Dutch mail^ 
bat I know not what news, although I was with the se- 
cretary this morning. He showed me a letter from the 
Hanover envoy, Mr. Bothmar, complaining that the Bar* 
rier Treaty is laid before the house of commons ; and 
deairiiig that no infnogement may be made in the gua- 
rantee of the succession ; but the secretary has written 
him a peppering answer. I fancy you understand all 
this, and are able states girls, since you have read the 
'* Conduct of the Allies." We are all preparing against 
the birthday, I think it is Wednesday next. If the 
queen's gout increases, it will spoil sport. Prince Eu- 
gene has two fine suits made against it ; and the queen 
is to give him a sword worth four thousand pounds,, th^ 
diamonds set transparent. 

4. I was this morning soliciting at the house of com- 
mons* door for Mr. Yesey, a son of the archbishop of 
Tuam, who has petitioned for a bilLto relieve him in 
some difficulty about his estate ; I secured him above 
fifty members. I dined with Lady Masham. We have 
so packet from Holland, as I was told yesterday : and 
this wind will hinder many people from appearing at the 
birthday, who expected clothes from Holland. I ap- 
pomted to meet a gentleman at the secretary's to nighty 
tod they both bailed. The house of commons have this 
day made many severe votes about our being abused by 
our allies. Those who spoke, drew all their arguments 
from my book, and their, votes confirm all I writ ; the 
court had a majority of a hundred and. fifty ; all agree^ 
that it was my book that spirited them to these resolu- 
tions; I long to see them in print. My head has not 
been as well bsI could wish it for Bom^ d%^% ^^sX.\ \9>aX 
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I have not had anj giddy dU aud I hope it will gp' 
ov.er. 

5. The sccretaiy turned me out of his room thb 
moroiug, aod allowed me fifty guioeas roiled up, which 
he was going to give some Frenoh spy. 1 dioed with 
four Irishmeu at a tavero to-day ; I thought I had re* 
solved against it before, but I broke iL I played at 
cards this eveQiiig at Lady Masham's, but J only played 
for her while she was waiting.; and I won her a pool; 
aud supped there* Lord treasurer was with us, bat 
went away before twelve. The ladies and lords have 
all their clothes ready against to-morrow : I saw several 
mighty fine, and I hope there will be a great appearance; 
in spite of that spiteful French fashion of the whiggisb 
ladies not to come, which they have all resolved to a- 
woman; and I hope it will more spirit the queen against- 
them for ever. 

6. I went to dine at Lord Masham's at three, and- 
met all the company just coming out of court ; a mighty 
crowd : they staid long for their coaches: I had an op* 
portunity of seeing several lords and ladies of my ac- 
quaintance in their fineries^ Lady Ashburnham looked 
the best in ray eyes* They say the court was never 
fuller nor finer. Lord treasurer, hb lady, and two 
daughters, and Mrs. Hill dined with Lord and Lady 
Masham; the five ladies were monstrous fine. The 
queen gave Prince Eugene the diamond sword to-day; 
but nobody washy when she gave it, except my lord 
chamberlain. There was an entertainment of operft' 
songs at night, and the queen was at all the entertaiih 
ment, and is very well after it. I saw Lady Wharton^ 
as ugly as the devil, coming out in the crowd all in ao 
undress; she had been with the Marlborough daughten 
and Lady Bridgwater, in St. James's, looking out of 

the window all undressed to see ih« aigbu J do nol ' 
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bear that one whig lady was there, except those of the 
bedchamber. Nothing has made so great a noise as one 
Kelson's chariof, that cost nine hundred and thirtj 
pounds, the finest was ever seen. The rabble huzzaed 
him as much as they did Prince Eugene. This is birth- 
day chat. 

7. Our society met to-day, the duke of Orroond was^ 
aiot with us; we have lessened our dinners, which were 
grown so extravagant, that lord treasurer and every body 
eke cried shame. I left them at seven, visited for ao 
hour, and then came home, like a good boy. The queeo 
k much better after yesterdayls exercise : her friends 
wish she would use a little more. J opposed Lord Jer- 
sey's election into our society, and he is refused : I like* 
vise opposed the duke of Beaufort ; but I believe he 
will be chosen in spite of me : I don't much care : I 
iball not be with them above two mouths; for 1 resolve 
to set out for Ireland the beginning of April next (be* 
kre I treat them again) and see my willows. 

8. I dined to-day in the city ; this morning a seoun* 
drd dog, one of the queen's music, a German, whom I 
had never seen, got access to me in my chamber by Pa* 
trick's folly, and gravely desired me "^ to gei an employ- 
aeot in the customs for a friend of his, who would be 
yery grateful ; and likewise to forward a project of his 
own, for raising ten thousand pounds a year upon ope- 
ns.'' I used him civiller than he deserved ; but it vexed 
ne to the pluck. He was told, ^ I had a mightj inte- 
rest with lord treasurer, and one word of mine," &c 
Well ; I got home early on purpose to answer MD's let- 
ter, N. 26 ; for this goes to morrow. Well ; I never saw 
8Qch a letter in all my life; so saucy, so joumalish, so 
sanguine, so pretendiiig, so every thing. I satisfied M 
your fears in my last; all is gone well as you say *^ ^et 
you are aa impudent slut to be 80 ]^\yc^> 1^^ ^^ 
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swagger so upon your sagacity that we shall never have 
done. Fray don't mislay your reply ; I would certainly 
print it, if I had it here : how long is it ? I suppose half 
a sheet r was the answer written in Ireland ? yes, ye?, 
you shall have a letter when you come from BdLigaU.* 
I need not tell you again who's out and who's in: we 
can never get out the duchess of Somerset. So, they 
say Presto writ " The Conduct/' &e. ? Do they like it 2 
I don't care whether they do or no ; but the ReselutiODS 
printed t'other day in the votes are almost quotations 
from it ; and would never have passed, if that book had 
not been written. I will not meddle with the ^ Specta- 
tor," tet him fair-sex it to the world's end. My di80^ 
der is over, but blood wras not from the piles. Wellj 
madam Dingley, the frost ; why, we had a great frosty 
but I forget how long ago ; it lasted above a week or 
ten days-: I believe about six weeks ago; but it did not 
break so soon with us I think as December 20 ; yet I 
think it was about that time, on second thoughts. MD 
can have no letter from Presto, says you, and yet four 
days before you own you had my thirty-seventh, unrea^ 
. sonable sluts ! The bishop of Gloucester is not dead, and 
I am as likely to succeed the duke of Marlborough as 
him if he were; there's enough for that now. It is not 
unlikely that the duke of Shrewsbury will be your go* 
Ternor ; at least, I believe the duke of Ormond will not 
return. Well. Stella again : why really three editiooi 
of " The Conduct," &c. is very much for Ireland ; it If 
a sign you have some honest among you. Well ; I wiH 
do Mr. Manley all the service I can: but he will niio 
himself. What business had he to engage at ^11 about 
the city ? can't he wish his cause well, and be quiel^ 
when he finds that sturing will do it no good, and hiou' 

*^ village ikeaiDuUui, D.^* 
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•df a great deal of hurt; I caDoot imagioe who should 
opea my letter ; it must be doue at your side. If I 
hear of aoy thoughts of turoiog out Mr. Manley, I will 
endeavour to prevent it. I have already had all tlie 
geatlemen of Ireland here upon my back often, for de- 
fending him. So now I have answered your saucy let- 
ter. My humble service to goody Stoyte and Cathe- 
rine; I will come soon for my dinner. 

0. Morning. My cold goes off at last ; but I think 
I have got a small new one. I have no news since last. 
They say We hear by the way of Calais, that peace fa 
very near concluding. I hope it may be true. Ill go 
•nd seal up my letter, and give it myself to night into 
(be post-office ; and so I bid my dearest MD farewell 
till to-night. I heartily wish myself with them, as hope 
saved. My willows, and quicksets, and trees, will be 
finely improved, I hope this year. It has been fine 
hard frosty weather yesterday and to day. Farewetf, 
Ac &c. &c. 



LETTER XLI.* 

London, Feb. 9, 1711-12. 
When my letter fa gode, and I have none of yours to 
iiMwer, my conscience fa so clear, and my shoulders so 
Sght, and I go on with such courage to prate upon no- 

* Endorsed, "9 Feb. to 23, inclusive; received March 1.''_The 
jprt of those Journal Letters which was published by Dr. Hawke9worth 
appearing more polished than that given to the world by Mr. Deane 
Swift, it was natural to imagine that some alterations had been made. 
On eiamination, I find that in the originals (now in the British Mik- 
leum) besides a few insertions, which appear to be by the Dean him-* 
idf, {^re se^ral obliterations, some oC which are b)C[^m\Ai«^ '^. 
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thing to dear charming MD, you would wonder. I dined^ 
to day with Sir Matthew Dudley, who is newly turned 
out of commission of the customs. He affects a good 
heart, and talks in the extremity of whiggery» Tfhich 
was always his principle ; though he was gentle a little, 
while he kept in employment. We can get no packets 
from Holland. I have not been with any of the raiois-^ 
try these two or three days. I keep out of their way 
on purpose, for a certain reason, for some time; though 
I must dine with the secretary* to- morrow, the choosing 
of the company being left to me. I have engaged Lord 
Anglesey and Lord Carteret, and have promised to get 
three more; but I have a mind that none else should be 
admitted. However, if I like any body at court to- 
morrow, I may perhaps invite ihem. I have got another 
cold, but not very bad. 

10. I saw Prince Eugene at court to-day very pliutt;- 
He is plaguy yellow, and literally uo;ly beside. Tbe- 
court was very full, and people had their birthday 
clothes. I was to invite five ; but I only invited two, 
Lord Anglesey and Lord Carteret. Pshaw, I told you 
(his but yesterday. We have no packets from Holland 
yet. Here are a parcel of drunken whiggish lords, like 
your Lord Santry, who come into chocolate-houses, and^ 
rail aloud at the tories, and have challenges sent them, 
and the next morning come and beg pardon. - General 
Rossf was like to swinge the marquis of Winchester for 
this trick, the other diay ; and we have nothing else now 
to talk of till the parliament has had another bout with 
*• the state of the war," as they intend in a few days. 
They have ordered the Barrier Treaty to be laid be- 
fore them ; and it was talked some time ago, as if there 

• St. John. H. 

f Cbarleg Ross, Esq: appointed lieutenant general of the hvnt oSr 
<Ier the duke of Ormond in Flaadere, XpxW 5, YIAi. ^. 
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a design to impeach Lord Townsheod, >Tho made it. 
1 have DO more politics now. Night, dear MD. 

II. I dined with Lord Anglesey to day, who had se- 

Ten Irishmen to be my companions, of which two only 

were coxcombs. One I did not know, and the other was 

jouDg Bligb, who is a puppy of figure here, with a fine 

diariot. He asked me one day at court, when I had 

just been talking with some lords, who stood near me, 

^ Doctor, when shall we see you io the county of Meath ?^' 

I whispered him " to take care what he said, for the 

people would think he was some barbarian." He would 

■ever speak to me since, till we met to day. I went to 

Lidy Masham's to night, and sat with lord treasurer and 

the secretary there till past two o'clock ; and when I 

came home, found some letters from Ireland, which I 

read, but can say notliing of them till to-mon*ow, it is so 

very late ; but I must always be, late or early, MD's, 

' 12. One letter was from the bishop of Clogher last 
Bight, and the other from Walls,^ about Mra. South'sf 
nhry, aud his Awn pension of eighteen pounds for hia 
tithes of the park. I will do nothing in either. The 
•fint I cannot serve in, and the other is a trifle ; ouly 
you may tell him ^1 had his letter, and will speak to 
Ned Southwell about what he desires me." You say 
JlothiDg of your dean's receiving my letter. 

I find, Clements, whom I recommended to Lord An- 
gkseyf last year, at Walls' desire, or rather the bishop 
^Clogher's, is mightily in Lord Anglesey's favour. 
Tou may tell the bishop and Walls so. I said to Lord 

• Arehdeacon Walls, rector of Castjeknock. N. 
f Widow of Mp. Soath, a commiMioiifir of the revenue in Ireland, 
Ud one of the rangers of the Phoenix park. F. 
\ Secrctaiy of state for Ireland. F. 
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Anglesey, that I was glad I bad the good luck to m-. 
commend him, &c, 

I dined in the city with my printer to consult with 
bim about some papers^ lord treasurer gave me last 
night, as he always does, too late. ^However, I will do 
something with them. My third cold is a little better, 
I never had any thing like it before, three colds succes- 
sively ; I hope I shall not have the fourth. Three messen- 
gers came from Holland to-day, and they brought over 
the six packets that were due. I know not the particu- 
lars yet ; for when I was with the secretary at noon, 
they were just opening. But one thing I find, the Dutch 
are playing us tricks, and tampering with the French; 
they are dog^; I shall know more. 

13. I dined to-day privately with my friend Lewis, 
at his lodgings, to consult about some observations on 
the Barrier Treaty. Our news from Holland is not 
good. The French raise difficulties, and make such 
offers to the allies as pannot be accepted : and the Dutch 
are uneasy that we are likely to get any thing for our- 
selves; and the whigs are glad at all this. I came home 
early, and have been very busy three or four hours. I 
had a letter from Dr. Pratt to-day by a private hand, re- 
commending the bearer to me, for something I shall not r 
trouble myself about. Wesley writ to recommend the 
same fellow to me. His expression is, ^' that hearing 
I am acquainted with my lord treasurer, he desires I 
would do so and so.'' A matter of nothing. What 
puppies are mankind ! I hope I shall be wiser when I 
have once done with courts. I think you have not 
troubled me much with your recommendations. I would 
do you all the service I could. Pray haye you got 
your apron, Mrs. Ppt? I paid for it but yesterday; 

* Materials for hit " Eemvkfl od the Barrier Treaty.*^ FT 
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tiiat puts me in miad of it. I writ an inventory of 
If hat things I sent by Leigh in one of my letters. Did 
you compare it with what you got? I hear nothing of 
your cards now : do you never play ? yes, at BaligacoL 
Go to bed. Night, dearest MD. 

14. Our society dined to-day at Mr. Secretary's 
bovse. I went there at four ; but hearing the house of 
commons would sit late upon the Barrier Treaty, I went 
for au l^aux to Kensington, to see Lord Masham's chil- 
dren. My young nephew,* his son of six months old, 
has got a swelling in his neck. I fear it is the evil. 
We did not go to dinner till eight at night, and I left 
tliem at ten. The commons have been very severe on 
the Barrier Treaty, as jou will find by tlieir votes. A 
whig member took out the '^ Conduct of the Allies," and 
Kiad tlie passage about the succession with great resent^ 
nent; but none seconded him. The church party car- 
ried every vote by a great majority. The archbishop 
of Dublin is so rallied at by all who come from Ireland, 
that I can defend him no longer. Lord Anglesey as- 
sured me, ^' that the story of applying Fiso out of Ta- 
citus to lord treasurer being wounded is true." I be- 
lieve thq duke of Beaufort will be admitted to our so- 
ciety next meeting. To-day I published the '^ Fable of 
Midas,"t a poem printed in a loose half sheet of paper. 
I know not how it will take ; but it passed wonderfully 
At our society to-night ; and Mr. Secretaiy read it be- 
fore me the other night, to lord treasurer, at Lord Ma- 
diam's, where they equally approved of it. Tell me 
how it passes with you. I think this paper is larger 
tbao ordinary; for here is a six days' journal, and no 

* Lord Masham was one of the 8ixteea brothers; wbieh accountl 
for Swift^g calling his son nephew. N. 
- t Printed io vol. X. N. 
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nearer the bottom. I fear these jouroak are very dull. 
SoXe my dullest lines. 

15. Mr. Lewis and I dined by inYitation with a 
Scotch acquaintance, after I had been tery busy in my 
chamber, till two in the afternoon. Mj third cold is 
now very troublesome on my breast, especially in the 
morning. This is a great revolution in my health; 
colds never used to return so soon with me, or last so 
long. It b very surprising this news to-day of the daik 
phin and dauphiness both dying within six days. They 
say the old king is almost heartbroke : he has had pro- 
digious mortifications in his family. The dauphin has 
left two little sons, of four and two years old ; the eld- 
est is sick. There is a foolish story got about the town, 
that Lord Strafford, one of our plenipotentiaries, is ia 
the interest of France : and it has been a good while 
said, that lord privy seal* and he do not agree very 
well ; they are both long practised in business, but nei- 
ther of them of much parts. Strafford has some life 
and spirit ; but is infinitely proud, and wholly illiterate. 
Night, MD. 

10. I dined to-day in the city with my printer, to 
finish something I am doing about the Barrier Treaty; 
but it is not quite done.f I went this evening to Lofd 
Masham's, where lord treasurer sat with us till past 
twelve. The lords have voted an address to the queeoi 
to tell her they are not satisfied with the king of France^ 
offers. The whigs brought it in of a sudden ; and the 
court could not prevent it, and therefore did not oppose 
\U The house of lords is too strong in whigs, notwith- 
standing the new creations : for they are very diligeint, 
and the tories as lazy : the side that is down has always 

* Dr. John Robinson, bishop of Bristol. H. 
f It was published under the title of, " Remarkg on the Barrier 
Treaty;'* and is printed in yd. VI. N, 
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ttost iodustrj. The irbigs iuteoded ta have mide a 
Vote, that WDuld reflect on lord treasurer; but their pro^ 
jed was not ripe, I bit tnj face such a rap by calliog 
i)aid coacb to stop to-night, that it is plaguy aore, tlie bone 
beneath the eye. Kight, dearest MD. 
. 17. The court was nighty full to-day, and has been 
Iheie many Sundays ; but the queen was not at chapeL 
She has got a little fit of the gout in her foot. The 
food of going to court is, that one sees all one's ac« 
i|uaintanoe, whom otherwise I should hardly meet ti^ice 
a year« Prince Eagene dines with the secretary to^ 
^ajy with about seven or eight general officers, or fo- 
teigD ministers. They will foe all drunk, I am sure. I 
never was in company with thb prince. I have pro- 
poaed to some lords, that we should have a sober meal 
with him ; but I cannot compass it. It is come over in 
the Dutch new prints, that I was arrested on an action 
^ 20,000t by the duke of Marlborough. I did not 
like my court invitations to-day ; so Sir Andrew Foun- 
t^e and I went and dined with Mrs. Yanhomrigh. I 
came home at six, and have been very busy till this mi- 
nute, and it is past twelve, so I got into bed to write to 
MD. We reckon the dauphin's death ilill set forward 
the peace a good deal. Pray, is Or. Orifiiih reconciled 
to me yet ? Have I done enough to soflen him ? 

18. Lewis had Guiscard's picture; he bought it, and 
ofiered it to lord treasui'er, wlio promised to send for it, 
but never did ; so I made Lewis give it me, and I have 
it in my i^oom ; and now lord treasurer says, '' he will 
take it from me." Is that fair ? he designs to ha\ e it 
ID length in the clothes he wore when he did the action, 
lod a penknife in his hand ; and Kneller is to copy it 
from Uiis that I have. I idtended to dine with lord 
treasurer to day, but he has put me off till to-morrow ; 
80 1 dined with Lord Dupplin. You know Lotdl^>\^^ 

VOL. XXML E 
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plin yeiy veil ; he is a brother of the society. Well, 
but I hare received a letter from the bishop of Clogher, 
to solicit an affair for him with lord treasurer, aod with 
the parliameDt, which I will do as sooo as fly. I am 
not near so keen about other people's affairs as Ppt used 
to reproach me about. It was a jud^eiit on me. Hear- 
kee, idle dearees both, methinks I begin to want a letter 
from MD : faith, and so I do. I doubt you hare been 
in pain about the report of my being arrested. The 
pamphleteers have let me alone this month, which is a 
great wonder : only the ** third part of the Answer to 
the Conduct," which is lately come out. (Did I tdl 
you of it already f) The house of commons goes on in 
mauling the late ministry Bnd their proceedings 

10. I dined with lord treasurer to day, and sat with 
him till ten in spite of my teeth, though my printer wait- 
ed for me to correct a sheet. I told him of four lines I 
writ extempore with my pencil, on a bit of paper in his 
bouse, while he lay wounded. Some of the servants, I 
suppose, made waste paper of them, and he never heard 
of them. They were inscribed to Mr. Harley's physi- 
cian, thus : 

*' On Britain Europe's safety lies ; 
Britain is lost, if Harley dies : 
Harley depends upon your skill : 
Think what you save, or what you kill." 

I proposed that some company should dine with \nm 
on the eighth of March, which was the day he was 
wounded; but he says he designs that the lords of the 
cabinet, who then sate with him, should dine that day 
with him : however, he has invited me to dine. I am 
not yet rid of my cold ; it plagues me in the morning 
cbiedy, JVight,-MP. 
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29. After waiting to catch the secretaiy comiog oat 
from Sir Thomas Hanmer, for two hours in vain, about 
some business, I went into the city to mj printer, to cor- 
rect some sheets of the Barrier Treaty, and Remarks, 
which roust be finished to-morrow. I have been terribly 
busy foi' some days past, with this and some other thia^ ; 
and I wanted some very necessary papers, which thcf 
secretary was to give me, and the pamphlet must not be 
published without them; but they are all busy too, 
Sur Thomas Hanmer is chairman of the committee, fot 
drawing up ^ A representation of the state of the na« 
lion to the queen ;" where all the wrong steps of the al- 
lies and late ministry about the war, will be mentioned. 
The secretary, I suppose, was helping him about it to 
day ; I believe it will be a pepperer. Night, dear MD; 
21. I have been six hours to-day morning writing 
nineteen pages of a letter to lord treasurer, about form- 
ii^ a society or academy, to correct and fix the English 
language. (Is English a speech, or a language ?) It 
will not be above five or six more. I will send it him 
to-morrow^ and will print it, if he de8ii*es me. I dined, 
you know, with our society to-day ; Thursday is our 
day. We had a new member admitte<l ; it was the <Iuke 
of Beaufort. We were thirteen met ; brother Ormond 
was not there, but sent his excuse, that Prince Eugene 
diued with him. I left them at seven, being engaged to 
go to Sir Thomas Hanmer, who desired I would see 
him at that hour. His business was, that I would hoehlbp 
Uudnm Ham dsrcanrvs ubpl tohne sroeqporaensiepnotfns* 
toiqobn^* which I consented to do; but I do not know 
whether I shall succeed, because it is a little out of m j 
way : Bowever, I have taken my share. Night, MD. 

* Thni deciphered, " help him to draw up the repreffeotaiioDf.** H.' 
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22. I fioisbed die rest of my letler to lord treaiurer 
to-day, and sent it to lum about ODe o^cleck ; aiid tiieo 
dined privately with my friend Mr. Lewis, to talk ofcr 
some aflairs at owment I have gotten the Xlllth vo« 
lume of Rymer's Collection .of the Records of the Tow- 
er, for the University of Dublin. I have two volumes 
now. I will write to the provost, to know how I shall 
send thenA to him ; no, I won't, for I will bring them my- 
self amoi^ my own kxMks. I was with Hanmer this 
morning, and there was the secretary and chancellor of 
the exchequer^ very busy with him, laying their heads 
together about the ** Representation.** I went to Lsrd 
Masbam's to-night, and Lady Masham made me read 
iter a pretty two-penny pamphlet, called ** The St. Al* 
ban's OhoBt.''t I Aought I had writ it myself; so did 
they ; but I did not. Lord treasurer came down (o us 
from the queen, and we staid till two o'clock. That h 
the best night place I have. The usual company are 
Lord and Lady Masham, lord treasurer, Dr. Arbuthnot, 
and I ; sometimes the aecretary4 and somedmes Mts. 
HUl of the bedchamber, Lady Masham's i^ter. I as- 
lure you, it is very late now ; but this goes to-monrew : 
and I must have time to converse with our little MO. 
Night, dear MD. 

23. I have no news to tell you this last day, nor dd 
I know where I shall dine. I hear the secretary is a 
little out of order. Perhaps I may dine, there, perhaps 
not. I sent Haumer what he wanted from me. I kii»w 
not how he will approve of it. I was to do more of the 
aame sort* I am going out, and must carry thia in mf 
pocket to give it at some general posthouse. I will taft 

* Rob^ BeosoD, Esq. afterward created Lord Biagl^. B. 
.f yhe Utle.is, •' The Story of St. Altiaa't Ghost; or the Appari« 
two of Mother Haggy, collated from the best Manuscripts.** B. 
/ Mr. St. Joho. H. 
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ftrther with 70a at oight liappose in my next I shall 
unwer a letter from MD that will be sent roe. On Tuea- 
dflj it will be four weeks since I had jour last, No. 26. 
This day ae'oolght I expect ooe, for tliat will be some- 
tbkig more than a full month. Farewell, MD. 



LETTER XLir. 

LoudoHy Fa. 20, 171 MS. 

Avfta having disposed my last letter in the po8t*pf> 
fete, I atn now to begin this, with telling MD that I 
dined wkh the secretary to^aj, who is much out of or- 
4c!r with a cold, and feverish ; yet he went to the eabi- 
ilet eoaocll to-night at six, i^inst my will. The secre- 
taiy is much the greatest commoner in England, and 
tnrtia Hie whole parliament, who can do nothing without 
UlB ; and if he lives, and has his health, will, I believe, 
be one day at the head of aflfairs. I have told him 
sometimes, ** that if I were a dozen years yoUnger, I 
would cultivate his favour, and trust ray fortune with 
Ul'' But what care you for all this ? I am sorry when 
I came first acquainted with this ministry, that I did not 
sand yoH fhek names and characters, and then you would 
have relished what I would have writ, especially if I 
had let yoQ into the particulars of affairs : but enough 
of fhis. Night, dearest rogues. 

24. I went early this morning to the secretary, who 
k not yet well. Sir Thomas Hanmer and the chanceN 
lor cf the exchequer came while I was there, and he 
would not let roe stir ; so I did not go to church, but 
was busy with them till noon, about the affair I told 
jott in my last. The other two went away ; and I 
dined with the secretary, and found my VieaA^e;rj \s!».0& 
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out of order, but no absolute fit ; and I have not bees 
well ail.thk day. It has shook me a little. I some- 
times sit up very late at Lord Masham's, and have writ 
muck for several days, past : but I will amend both ; for 
I have DOW very little busiuessi and hope I shall have 
BO more. I am resolved to be a great rider this suouuer 
10 Irelaud. I was to see Mrs. Wesley this evening 
who has beeu somewhat better for this month past, and 
talks of returning to the Bath in a few weeks. Our 
peace goes on but slonly; the Dutch are playing tricks, 
and we do not push it as strongly as we ought. The 
huh of our court is delay, of which the queeo has % 
great deal ; and lord treasurer is not without his share. 
But pray let us know a little of your life and conver« 
sation. Do you play at ombre, or visit the dean, and 
goody Walls and Stoytes,* and Manleyst as usual ? I 
must have a letter from you, to fill the other side of this 
sheet. Let me know what you do ? Is my aunt alive 
yet P O, pray, now I think of it, be so kind as to step 
to my aunt,} and take notice of my great graudrather'a 
picture ; you know he has a ring on his fingei*, with a 
seal of an anchor and dolphin about it ; but I thiuk 
there is besides, at the bottom of the picture, the same 
coat of arms quartered with another, which I suppose 
was my great grandmother's. If this be so, it is a strongs 
er ai'gumeut than the seal. And pray see whether you 
think ibat coat of arms was drawn at the same time witll 
the picture, or whether it be of a later hand ; and ask 
my aunt what she knows about it. But perhaps there 
is no such coat of aims on the picture, and I only dream- 
ed it. My reason is, because I would ask some herald 
here, whether I should choose that coat, or one in Guii- 

* Alderman, and afterward lord mayor of Dublin. P. 

+ Isaac Manley, Esq. deputy post-master-geoeral of Irelaid. F. 

/ His uach Godwin'! widow. N. 
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lim's 1aif;e folio of heraldry, vbere my uncle Qodwio is 
named with another coat of arras of three stags. This 
is sad stuff to write ; so night, MD; 

25. I was this rooming again with. the secretary, and 
we were two hours busy; and then went together >to the 
park, Hyde-park I mean ; and he walked to cure his 
cold, and we were looking at two Arabian horses, sent 
some time ago to lord treasiuer. The duke of Marlbo- 
rougli's coach overtook us, with his grace and Lord Go- 
dolpbin in it ; but they did not see us, to our great sa- 
tisfaction ; for neither of us desired that either pf those 
two lords should see us together. There was half a do- 
zen ladies riding like cavaliei-s to take the air. Mj 
-head is better to-day. I dined with the secretary ; but 
we did no business after dinner, and at six I walked in- 
to the fields ; the days are grown pure and long ; then 
I went to visit Percival and his family, whom I had seen 
;but once since they came to town. They are going. to 
Bath next month. Countess Doll of Meath,* is such 
an owl, that wherc^ver I visit, people are asking roe, 
** whether I know such an Irish lady, and her figure 
and her foppery ?" I came home early, and have beeu 
amusing myself with looking into one of the volumes of 
Evmer's Records of the Tower, and am mighty easy to 
think I have no urgent business upon my hands. My ' 
third cold » not yet off ; I sometimes cough, and am 
not right with it in the morning. l)id I teit you, that 
I believe it is Lady Masham's hot rooms tliat give it 
me ? I never knew such a stove ; and in my conscience, 
I believe both my lord and she, my lord treasurer, Mr. 
Secretary, and myself, have all suffered by it. We 

* Dorothy,, daughter to James S'opford, Esq. and-second wi/e ot 
Edirard Brabazoa^ earl of Meatb, who died Feb. 22, 1708, witboui 
brae. B. 
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have all had colds together^ but I walk home on foot. 
Nightt dear MD. 

29. I was again busy with the aeeretaiy. We read 
oTer BOine papers, and did a good deal of business. I 
dined with hiro, and we were to do more basiness after 
dinner ; but after dinner is after dinner — an old saying 
and a true, "" Much drinking, Kttle thinking." We had 
company with us, and nothing could be done ; and 1^ 
am to go there again to-morrow. I have now nothing 
to do ; and tlie parliament, by the queen's recommenda- 
tion, is to take some method for preventing libels, &t. 
y^hkh will include pamphlets, I suppose. I dvaet 
know what method they will take, but it comes out id 
a day or two. To-day in the uKN-dng I Tisited up- 
ward ; first I saw the dUke of Ormond below stairs^ and 
gave him joy of his being declared general in Flabders; 
then I went up one pair of stairs, and sate with the 
duchess ; then I went up another pair of staira, and 
paid a visit to Lady Betty ; and desired her woman to 
go up the garret, tfiat I might pass half an hour wiA 
her ; but she was young and handsome, and would not. 
The duke is our president this week, and I have be- 
spoke a small dinner on purpose for good example. 
IKight, my dear little rogues. 

27. I was again wi(h the secretary this morning ; 
but we only read over some papers with Sir Thomas 
Hanmer ; then I called at lord treasurer's ; it was Ms 
levee day, but I went up to his bed-chamber, and said 
what I had to say. I came down and peeped in at the 
chamber, where a hundred fools were waiting, and two 
stf eetft were full of coaches. I dined in the cit7 with 
my printer^ and came back at six to lord treasurer^ who 
had invited me to dinner, but I refused hiro. I sate 
there an hour or two, and then went to Lord Masliam's. 
l^bey were all abroad ; so lnx\y 1 came^aiid read what^ 
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ever stnff was next ne. I can sit and be idle nor, 

J 

which I have^oC been above a year past. HoweTer, I 
will staj out the sesBion, to see if they have aoy farther 
counaods for me, aud that I suppose wiJl end io ApriL 
But I mnj go somewhat before, for I hope all will be. 
ended by then, and we shall have either a certain peace, 
or certain War. The ministry is contriving new funds 
fer money by lotteries ; and we go on as if the war 
were to continue ; but I believe it will not. It is pret- 
ty late BOW, young women ; so I bid you night, own 
dear, dear little rogues. 

28. I have been packing up some books in a great 
bos I have bought, and must buy another for clothes 
and higgage. This is a beginning toward a removal. 
J have sent to Holland for a dozen shirts,^ and design 
to buy another new gown and hat. I - will come over 
like a 2inkerman,f aud lay out nothing in clothes in 
Ireland this good while. I have wnt this night to the 
provost.. Our society met to-day as usual, and we 
were fourteen, beside the earl of Arran, whom his bro- 
ther the duke of Ormond brought among us against all 
€ider^ We were mightily slaocked ; but, after some 
wMspen, it ended in choosing Lord Arran one of our so- 
ciety, which I opposed to his face ; but it was carried 
by all the rest against me. 

29. This b leap-year, aud this is leapday. Prince 
George' iras born on this day. People ai-e mistaken { 
aid some here think it is St. David's da)" ; but they do 
Hot understand the virtue of leap-year. I have nothing 
to do now, bo)s, and have been reading all this day like 
Gadidragou ; and yet I was dictating some trifles this 
morning to a printer. I dined with a friend hard by, 

» . t ♦ . 

1 

* At that time, ^€fy little fine linen was made io Irelafid. F. 
t Thin jttie ordinal ; probably for gtiiUtman. N. 

E 2 
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and the weather was so discouragiog I could not walk* 
I caue home earlj, and have read two hundred pages 
of Arrian. Alexander the Great is just dead ; I do not 
think he was poisoned : between you and me, all those 
are but idle stories : it is certain that neither Ptolemy 
nor Aristobulus thought so, and they were both with- 
him when he died. It is a pity we have not their his* 
tories. The bill for limiting members of parliament to* 
have but so many places passed the house of commontv 
and will pass the house of lords, in spite of the mi» 
nistry ; which you know is a great lessening of the 
queen's power. Four of the new loi'ds voted against the 
court in this point. It is certainly a good bill in the 
reign of an ill prince ; but I think things are not set- 
tled enough for it at present. And the court miiy want ft 
majority at a pinch. Plight, dear little rogues. Love 
Pdfr. 

March 1. I went Into the city, to inquire afler poor 
Stratford, who l>as put himself a prisoner into the 
queen's bench, for which his friends blame bim very 
inuch, because his creditoi-s designed to be very easy 
wilh him. He grasped at too many things together, and 
that was his ruin. There is one circumstance relative 
to lieutenant general Meredith, that is very melancholy : 
Meredith was turned out of all his^ employments last 
year, and had about 10,000Z. left to live on. Stratfiurd^ 
Upon friendship, desired lie might have the managemeal 
of it for Meredith, to put it into tlie stocks and fuods^ 
for the best advantage ; and bow he has lost it all. You 
have heard me often talk of Stratford ; we were class- 
fellows at school and ^university. I dined with soma 
merchants, his friends, to-day, and they said they ezp 
pccted his breaking this good while. I gave him notice 
of a treaty of peace, while it was a secret, of which he 
might have made good use, but that helped to ruin bim ; 
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iar be ^ve moDcj, reckoning there would be aetualljf 
a peace for this time, and consequently stocks rise hif^bw 
Ford oarrowly escaped losing 5061. bj him, and so did 
I too. Night, my two dearest lives MD. 

2. Morning. I was wakened at three this rooroing, 

my man and the people of the house telling me of a 

great fire in the Hajroarketr I slept again,* and two 

hours after my man came in again, and told me it was 

my poor brotherf Sir William Wjndham's house burnt; 

and that two maids leaping out of an upper room to 

avoid the fire, both fell on their heads, one of them 

upon the iron spikes before the door, and both lay dead in 

the stress. It is supposed to have been some carelessness 

of one or both those maids. The duke of Ormoiid waa 

there helping to put out the fire* Brother Wyndham 

gave 6,000i. but a few months ago for that house, as he 

told me, and it was very richly furnished. 1 shall know 

mere particulars at night. He married Lady Catherine 

Seymour, the duke of Somerset's daughter; you know* 

her, I believe. At night. Wyndham's young child es- 

ctped very narrowly; Lady Catherine escaped barc- 

ibat; they all went to Northumberland house. Mr. 

Bridges's house next door is damaged much, and waa 

like to be burnt. Wyndham has lost above 10,000£. by 

thb accident. His lady above a thousand pounds worth 

of clothea. It was a terrible accident. He was not at 

court io-day. I dined with Lord Masham. The queea 

vai not at church. Night, MD. 



* It ii not much to Swiff^i credit that he went quietly to sleep,^ 
after. he had been tpld there was a great fire io a street where he knew 
that an mtimate friend bad a house and family ; yet he had a quick 
•nd strong sense of the calamitiies of others. See this Journal, Nov. 
1», and Dec. 18, 1712. H. 

i Wyndbam was a brother of the society. H^ 

B 3 
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of Beaufort was our piesideut. We were but eleven to-^ 
daj. We are dow in all nine lords and ten comroouens. 
The duke of Beaufort had the confidence to propose his 
brother-in-law,*' the earl of Danbjf to be a member : 
but I opposed it so warmly, that it was waved. Danby 
is not above twenty, and we will have no more boys, 
and we want but two to make up our number. I staid 
till eight, and then we all went away soberly. The 
duke of Ormond's treat last week cost 201. though H 
was only fmir dishes and four, without a desert ; and I 
bespoke it in order to be cheap. Yet I could not pre- 
vail to change the house. Lord treasurer is in a rage 
with us for being so extravagant : and the wine was not 
reckoned neither: for tliat is .always brought by him 
that is president. Lord Orrery is to be president next 
week ; and I will see whether it cannot be cheaper ; or 
•else we will leave the house. Lord Masham made me 
go home with him to-night to eat boiled oysters. Take 
oysters, wash them clean; that is, wash their shelfo 
clean ; then put your oysters into an earthen pot, with 
their hollow sides down ; then put this pot covered into 
a great kettle with water, and so let them boil. Your 
oysters are boiled in their own liquor, and not mix-water. 
Lord treasurer was not with us ; he was veiy ill to-day 
with a swimming in the head, and is gone home to be 
cupped, and sent to desire Lady Masham to excuse 
him to the queen. Nigh?, dear MD. 



* The dule*s third wife was Lady Mary Osborne, youngest danglf' 
ter of the doke of Leeds. N. 

f Peregrine Osborne, youngest son to the duke of Leeds. He W8» 
summoned to parliament, I7I2, by the title of,Lord Osborne, of K^ 
▼eton ; succeeded to the dukedom, June 25, 1729- ; and died May 9r 
1731. The duke's first wife was Lady Elizabeth Harley, (daughter 
to the Lord Treasurer.) See Journal to SUUa, Dec. 18, 1712. St» 
died Nov. 20, 1713. N. 
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7. I was to-day at the house of lords about a frieodV 
bill. Theo I croosed the water at Westminster-stairs to 
Southwark, went through St. GeorgeVfields to the Mint, 
which is the dominioD of the King's Bench prison, where 
Stratford lodges -in a blind alley, and writ to me to come 
to him ; but he was gone to the Change. I thought he 
had something to say to me about his own affairs. I 
found him at his usual coffee-house, and went to his owo 
lodgings, and dined with him and his wife, and other 
eompany. His business was only to desire I would in- 
tercede with the ministry about bis brother-in-law, Ben 
Burton, of Dublin, the banker, who is likely to come into 
trouble, a& we hear, about spreading false whiggish news* 
I hate Burton, and told Stratford so ; and I will advise 
the duke of Ormond to make use of it to keep the rogue 
in awe. Mrs. Stratford tells me her husband's creditors 
have consented to give bim liberty to get up his debts 
abroad ; and she hopes he will pay them all. He waa 
cheerfuller than I have seen him this great while. I have 
.walked much to-day» Night, dearest rogues. , 

8. This day twelvemonth, Mr. Harley was stabbed; 
but he is ill, and takes physic to-day, I hear ('tis now 
JBorning) and cannot have the cabinet council with him> 
,as ^ intended, nor me to say grace. I am going to see 
him. Pray read the '' Representation.'^ It is the finest 
that ever was writ. Some of it is P^r's style ; but not 
very much. This is the day of the queen's accession 
to the crown, so it is a great day. I am going to court 
and will dine with Lord Masham; but I must go this 
moment to see the secretary, about some business ; so I 
will seal up this, and put it in the post Farewell^ 
dearest hearts and souls, MD, MD^ MD. 
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LETTER XLIir. 

LoMd0H, MMrck 8, 1711-12. 

I ci&KiED my forty-seoond letter io my pocket till 
eveDiog, and then pat it id the geDend post I west ki 
die raoTDiog to see lord treasurer, who had taken physic, 
ud was drinking his broth. I had been with the secre- 
tary before, to recommend a friend, one Dr. Freind, to* 
be physacian general; and the secretary promised to 
mention it to the queen. I can serve every body but 
myself.* Then I went to court, and carried lord keeper 
and the secretary to dine with Lord Masbam, when w^ 
drank the queen and lord treasurer with every heritfa^ 
because this was the day of his stabbing. Then I went 
and played pools at picquet with Lady Masham and 
Mrs. Hill ; won ten shillings, gave a crown to the box, 
and came home. 1 met at my lodgings a letter from Joe^ 
wkh a bit annexed from Ppt. What Joe asks is entirely 
out of my way ; and I take it for a foolish whim in him. 
Besides, I know not who is to give a patent : if the 
duke of Ormond, I would speak to him ; but good sed^ 
rity is all ; and to think that I would speak to lord (i^ 
surer finr any such matter at random', is a jest. TMl 
tell you of a race of rakes, called the Mohocks^ that fHj 
the devil about this town every night, slit people's nosei 
and bid them, &c.? Night, surahs, and love Fffi. 
N^ht, MD. 

9. I was at court to- day, and nobody idvited me 1ft 

dinner, except one or two, whom I 'did not care (o dlljfe 

'■}. *.■.".''•. 

* Dr. Swift was at this period in expectatioo of the deaneiyof 
Wellf, which had been void rrom Feb. 4, when Or. William Grahanii 
dean oT Wells, prebendary of Durham, and clerk of the doaet to tbc 
queen, died at Hampton-couri. The deanery was given to Dr. Mat' 
i/jew Braihfordi chaplain to the duke of Newcastle. N. 
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whh ; 80 1 dined with Mrs. Vanhomrigh. Toittg Ds- 
reoaot was telliog us at court how he was set upon by 
the Mobtdcs, md how they ran his chair through with 
a sword* li is not safe heUig in the streto at uight for 
then. The bishop of SalBbarj's son* b said to be of 
die gang. Tbej are all wtngs; ond«.grcat lady seat 
to fie to speak to her fether and to lord treasurer, " to 
btnre a care of them, and to becarehillikewise.of my* 
s^: for she heard they had Bsalicious intentions against 
the mifiisters, and their frieods." I know ndt whetlwr 
tbore be any thi^g in this, thoi^h others are of the jame 
opinion. The weather still oontimies rtrj Aue aad 
fiosty. I wallLod in the pa]dL this eveningv and oanus 
hone early to avoid the Mohocks. Iiord tBoasuxeria 
better, ^ight, my own two dearest MD. 

)0. I went this raomiog again to lord treasurer, win 

iioquite recovered; and I staid till he went out. I dined 

Widi a ffiend ao^the city* about a little bushiess of priot- 

iog; but not my own. You roust louy asmall twopenny 

-pMBphH called, '' Law is a bottomless Pit"! It is 

very prettily written, and there will be a second part. 

Vbe ooomions are very slow in biiogiug in theic bill to 

liadt the press, and tlie pamphleteers make good use of 

iMr time ; for there come out thxve or fiour .every day.- 

Well, but -is not It time mediinki to have a ktter £rom 

lUD : It is -now six weeks since I had your number 26. 

I can assure you I expect one before this goes ; and I 

irfn mfte shorter days' journals than usual, cause I hope 

to ill up a good deal of this side with my answer. Our 

fm weather lasts yet, but grows a little windy. We 

* Tbomai Barnet, Esq. then at the Temple, afterward consul at 
UAon, and at last one ofthejastices of the e^ommon pleas. B. 
t Or, *« The History of John Bull,** written by Dr. Arbathaot^but 
! printed in this edition, Vd. XXIII. N. 
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•hall have raio toon, I suppose. Go to cards, rfrralHy 
and I to sleep. Ni^ht, MD. 

] I. Lord treasurer has leot the long letter* I writ 
-him to Prior; and i cao't pi;et Prior to return it. I 
want to have it printed, and to make up this academy 
for the improvement of our language. Faith, we never 
shall improve it so much as TWf has done ? shall we? 
•]No, faith, our richer Qengridge.X 1 dined privately 
^ith my friend Lewis, and then went to see lied South- 
well, and talked with him about Walls' business, and 
Mrs. South's. The latter will be done ; but his owfl 
Bot. Southwell tells me, ^* that it must be laid before 
'lord treasurer, and the nature of it explained,", and a 
great deal of clutter, which is not worth the while; 
and may be, lord treasurer won't do it at last ; and it ii^ 
as Walls says himself, not above forty shillings a year 
.difTereiice. You must tell Walls this, unless he wouM 
•have the business a secret from you; in that case only 
say, '' I did all I could with IS ed Southwell, and it ^ 
cannot be done ; for it must be laid before lord treasih 
rer, &c. who will not do it; and besides, it is not worth 
troubling his lordship." So night, my two dear tittle 
MD. 

12. Here is the devil and all to do with these Hd- 
hockF. Grub-street papers about them fly like lightnhi^ 1 
and a list printed of near eighty put into several pdr ^ 
sous, and all a lie ; and I begin almost to think there k 
no truth, or very little, in the whole story. He thai j 
abu&< d Davenant, was a drunken gentleman ; none d 
that gang. My man tells me ^' that one of the lodgeiB 
heard in a coflfte-house, publicly, that one design of the 

* CoDcerning the English language. H. 
f Probably Sir William Temple. N. 
t This caooot be easily deciphered. N« 
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Mobocks was upon me, if thej could catch m^ ;" and 
though I believe nothing of it, I forbear walking late, 
and they have put me to the charge of eome shillings 
alreadj. I dined to-day with lord treasurer, and two 
g^tlemea of the Highlands of Scotland; yet very po- 
lite men. I ?at there till nine, and then went to Lord 
Ma^am^s^ where lord treasurer followed me, and we 
sat till twelve ; and I came home in a chair, for fear of 
the IMohocks; and I have given him warning of it top. 
Little flarrison, whom I sent to Holland, is now actual- 
ly made queen^s secretary at the Hague. It will be in 
the Gazette to morrow. It is worth twelve hundred 
pounds a year. 

Here is a young fellow has writ some ^ Sea Eclogues,*' 
Edems of Mermen, resembling pastorals and shepherds, 
aod they are very pretty, and the thought is new. 
Mermeo are he mermaids ; Tritons, natives of the sea. 
Do you understand me ? I» think to recommend him to 
Mr society to- morrow. His name is Diaper."* P — on 
{lien, I must do something for him, and get him out of 
.Ifae way. I hate to have anj new wits rise ; but when 
tfiej do rise, I would encourage them : but ihcy tiead 
jm our heeb, and thrust us off the stage. Nighr, dear* 
eitMD. 

^j 13. Tou would laugh to see our printer constantly 
itfceiiding our society after dinner, and bringing us what* 
ever new thing he has printed, which he seldom fails i<i 
doj yet he had nothing to-day. Lord Lansdown, one 
of our society, was offended at a passage in this day's 
!* Examiner." which, he thinks, reflects on him, as I be- 
Beve it does, though in a mighty civil way. It is only 
" that his underlings cheat ; but that he is a very fine 
leQtlcman every way," Sic. Lord Orrery was presl* 

» John Diaper, of Baliol College, QifoTd^ B. 
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dent tcHlaj ; but both our dukes were absent Brother 
Wiodbam recommeoded Dkper to the society. I be- 
lieve we shall make a cootributioa amoug ouivebres^ 
which I doo*t Uke. Lord treasurer has yet done do- 
thiog for us ; but we shall try him soon. The compaoj 
parted early; but Freind, aod Prior, aod I^ sat a wUk 
longer, and reformed the state, and found fault with the 
ministry. Prior hates his commission of the customs, 
because it spoils bis wit. He says he dreams of no^ 
thing but cocketSt and dockets^ and drawbadts^ and 
other jargon, words of the custom-house. Our good 
weather went away yesterday, and the nights are dov 
dark, and I came home before ten. Night, my dearest 
fiirrahs. 

14. I have been plagued this morning with soliebOHk 
and with nobody more than my brother. Dr. Freioi 
who must needs have me to get old Dr. Lawrenee^ tb 
physician general, turned oift, and himself in. He Im 
aigued with me so long upon the reasonableuesiofll; 
and I am fully convinced it is very unreasonable; tad ; 
80 1 would tell the secretary, if f had not already maft 
him speak to the queen. Besides, I know not btIC Jl)r 
friend Dr. Arbuthnot, would be content to hare itIlilB- 
self, and I love him ten times better than Freldft 
What's all this to you ? but I must talk of thiflfi m 
they happen in the day, whether you know any tUli 
of them or not. I dined in the city, and, coming fajHli 
one parson Richardson"* of Ireland, overtook me. & 
was here lant summer, upon a project of convertiiig'tb 
Irish, and printing Bibles, &c. in that language, aod b 
DOW returned to pursue it on. He tells me, Dr. Oo^ 
hill came last night to town. I will send to see how -be 

*f Jobo RichardsoD, rector of AnDult, alias Bdtarbet, asd chiplaSs 
to the duke c( OrmoDii, B. 
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does to-morrow. He gave roe a letter frooo Walls about 
kiiold bunoesB* N^lit, dearest MD. 
. 15. I had intended to be early with the secretarj 
this momiog, when my man admitted up stairs one Mr. 
j^ewoomb, an officer, who brought me a letter frorn^ the 
bishop of Clogber, with four lines added b}^ Mr. Ashe^ 
pD about that Newcomb. I think, indeed, his case is 
hn^ ; but God knows whether I shall be able to do him 
Wy senice. People will not understand : I am a yery 
good second ; but I care not to begin a recommendatietf^ 
nolesB it be for an intimate friend. However, I will do 
what I cao. T missed the secretary, and then walked to 
CJiebea, to dine with the dean of Chrbtchtirch,'*' who 
was engiiged to Lord Orrery, with some other Christ- 
dHiroh men. He made me go with him, whether I 
TOld or qot ; for they have this long time admitted me 
i Chriatchurch man. Lord Orrery, generally every 
winter* gives his old acquaintance of that college a din- 
per. There were nine clergymen at table, and four lay- 
mtL The dean and I soon left tliem : and after a visit 
sr two, I went to Iiord Masham's, and lord treasurer, 
ArtMidmot, and I, sat till twelve. And now I am come 
kone^ and got to bed. I came a foot, but had my man 
vUb ne. Lord tieasurer advised me not to go in a 
dbair, because the Mohocks insult chairs more than they 
Jo jboie CO foot They think there is some mischievous 
teAgiia those villains. Several of them, lord treasurer 
iiU me» are actually taken up. I heard, at dinner, 
Ihat one of them was killed last night. We shall 
know more in a IHtle time. I do not like them as to 



18. This morning, at the secretary's, I met General 
IUm^ and recommended Newcomb's case to him, who 

• Dr. Attcrbuiy* N» 
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promises to joia with me in working up the duke of Or* 
mond to do something for him. Lord Winchelsea toM 
me to-daj at court, that two of the Mohocks caught a 
maid of old Lady Wiochelsea's, at the door of their 
house in the park, with a caudle, and had just lighted 
out somebody. They cut all her face, and beat her 
without any provocation. I hear my fiiend Lewis has 
got a Mohock in one of the messenger's hands. The 
queen was at church to-day, but was tarried in an open 
chair. She has got an ugly cough, Arbuthnot, her phy- 
sician, says. I dined with Crowe, late governor of Bar- 
bados ; an acquaintance of Steam's. After dinner I 
asked him, " whether he had heard of Stearn ?" "Here 
he is," said he, ** at the door in a coach ;" and in came 
Stearn. He has been here this week. He is buying t 
captainsliip, in his cousin Steam's regiment. He told 
me, he left Jemmy Leigh playing at cards with yoiu 
He is to give 800 guineas for his commission. I sup^ 
pose you know all this better than I. How shall I have 
room to answer your letter when I get it, I am gone so 
far already ? Night, dearest rogues. 

1 7. Dr. Sacheverell came this morning, to give ^me 
thnnks for getting his brother au employment. It was 
but six or seven weeks since I spoke to lord treasurer 
for him. Sacheverell brought Trap along with himi 
Vfe dined together at my printer's, and I sate with ibeiii 
till seven. I little thought, and I believe so. did fae^ 
that ever I should be his solicitor to the present ministiy; 
when I left Ireland. This is the seventh I have now 
provided for since I came, and can do nothing for my- 
self. I don't c»re; I shall have ministries and other 
people obliged to me. Trap is a coxcomb, and the 
other is mm .very dee;i; and their judgment in things of 
wit and sense, is miraculous. The second part of 'VL^v 
10 a ^oUojnless Pit," is just now printed, and better, I 
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tbiok, than the first. Niglit, my two dear saucy little 
rogues. 

It. There is a proclamation out against the Mohocks. 
One of those that are taken is a baronet I dined with 
poor Mrs. Wesley, who is returning to the Bath. Mrs. 
Percirars youngest daughter has got the smallpox, but 
will do well. I walked this evening in the park* and 
met Prior, who made me go home with him, where I 
staid till past twelve, and could not get a coach, and was 
alone, and was afraid enough of the Mohocks. I wiU 
do so no more, though I got home safe. Prior and I 
were talking discontentedly of some managements, that 
no more people are turned out, which gets lord treasurer 
many enemies : but whether the fault be in him, or the 
queen, I know not ; I doubt, in both. Young women, 
it is DOW seven weeks since I received your last; but I 
expect one next packet, to fill the rest of this paper ; 
bat, if it don't come, I'll do without it ; so I wish you 
good luck at ombre with the dean. Night, **** 

19. Newcomb came to roe thi^ rooming, and I went to 
the duke of Ormond to speak for him ; but the duke was 
JDit going out to take the oaths for general. The duke 
of Shrewsbury is to be lord lieutenant of Ireland* I 
walked with Domville and Ford to Kensington, where 
we dined, and it cost me above a crown. I don't like 
it, as my man said. It was very windy walking. I 
ttw there Lord Masham's children. The youngest, my 
nephew, I fear, has got the king's evil ; the other two 
ire daughters of three and four years old. The gardens 
tbere are mighty fine. I passed the evening at Lord 
Masbam'e, ^vith lord treasurer and Arbuthnot, as usual, 
liid we staid till past one ; but 1 had my man to come 
f ' vith me, and at home I found three letters ,* one from 
r ! ipe Fetherston, a parson, with a postscnpt of Tisdall's 
\ to recommend him. And Fetherstoni whwa 1 \!ft;^«t 
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8KW, has been to kind as to give me t letter of attoroef i 
to recover a debt for him : another from Lord AbmMNn^ 
to get him the dukedom of ChateUierault from the king 
of France; to which I will do what I can, for his pre- 
teoaoos are very just : the thirds I warrant jou, from our 
MD. It 18 a great stir this, of gettitig a dukedom fron 
the king of France : but it is odIj to speak to the secrei> 
tarj, and get the duke (vf Orroood to engage ia it, aud 
nentioo the case to lord treasurer, &c. and this I shall 
do. Night, dearest little MD. 

20. I was with the duke of Ormond this moruipj^ 
about Lord Abercom, Dr. Freind, and Newcooib. 
Some will do, and some will not do : that^s wise^ mis* 
tresses. The duke of Shrewsbury is certainly to be 
your governor. I will go in a day or two^ and give the 
duchess joy, and recommend the archbishc^ of Oublia 
to her. I writ to the archbishop, some months ago^ that 
it would be so: and told him *" I would speak a good 
word for him to the duchess;'' and he says *^ he has a 
great respect for her," &c. I made our society cliaii^ 
their house, and we met together at the Star and Garter 
in the Pall Mall. Lord Arran was president The 
other dog was so axtravagant in his bills, that for finir 
dishes and four, first and second course^ without wine or 
deseeit, he diaiged twenty-one pounds, six sbillingsiaad 
eight pence, to the duke of Ormond. We design, wbeu 
all have been presidents this turn, to turn it into a xeck- 
oniog of so much a head ; but we shall break up wheo 
the session ends. Night, dearest. 

21. Morning. Now I will answer MD's letter, K- 
27 ; you that are adding to your numbers, and gmat 
Uing, had made it 26, and then altered it to 27. I b^ 
lieve it is above a month since your last; ye% it 
Is above seven weeks since I had yoiur last : but 1 
ought to consider that this was twelve days tight [writ* 

if^fff] 80 that makes it pteVVy evtxi. 0^\hft vscry jades^ 
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th~ their excuses of a fortnight at BaligacoT, seeing (heir 
ends, aad laDdlord running awaj. O what a trouble 
d a bustle !^^No— if you will have it — I am not dean 
Wells, nor know any thing of being so ; nor Is there 
y thing in the story ; and that's enough. It was not 
opcr sent that news : Roper is my hufnble slave. Yes, 
heard of your resolves, and that Burton was embroil- 
L Stratford spoke to me in his behalf; but I said I 
itcd the rascal. Poor Catherine gone to Wales ? But 
le will come back again, I hope. I would see her in 
J Journey, if she were near the road ; and biing her 
rer. Joe is a fool ; that sort of business is not at all in 
y ^ay, pray put him off it. People laugh when I 
tentioo it. Beg your pardon, mistress : I am glad you 
ke the iapron : no harm, I hope. And so MD wonders 
le has not a letter all the day ; slie will have it soon. 
!*he deuce lie is ! married to that vengeance ! Men are 
otto be believed. I don^t thiirk her a fool. AVho would 
live her? Dilly will be governed like an ass; and she 
rtU govern like a lion. Is not that true, Ppt ? WJiy, 
)tcme told me he left you at ombre with Leigh ; and 
ret you never saw him. I know nothing of his wife 

leiog here : It may cost her a f I don't like to write 

iiat word plain.) He is a little in doubt about buying 
Iris commission. Yes, 1 will biing you over all the Ut- 
ile papers I can think on. i thouglit I sent you, by 
iieigh, all that were good at that time. The author of 
ibe " Sea Eclogues" sent books to the society yester- 
lay, and we gave him guineas apiece ; and, may be, 
vill do farther from him (forhhn^ I mean.) So the 
)Uiop of Clogher, and lady, were your guests for a night 
» two. Why, Ppt, you are grown a great gamester and 
:ompany keeper. I did say to myself, when I read 
hose names, just what you guess ; and you clear up the 
natter wowlerful)/. You may converse mfla \5^Q«fe Vm^ 

VOL. XXJf. 9 



106 JOURNAL TO STELLA 

nymphs if you please, but take me if ever I do. 

Yes, faith, it is delightful to hear that Ppt is every way 
Fpt now, 10 health and looks and all. Pray God keep 
her so, many, many, many years. The session, I doubt, 
will not be over till the end of April : however, I shall 
not wait for it, if the ministry will let me go sooner. I 
wish I were just now in my little garden at Laracor. I 
would set out for Dublin early on Monday, and bring 
you an account of my young trees, which you are bet- 
ter acquainted with than the ministry, and so am I. O, 
now you have got number 41, have you so ? Why, per- 
haps, I forgot, and kept it to next post in my pocket : 
I have done such tricks. My cold is better, but not 
gone. I want air and riding. Hold your tongue, you 
Ppt, about colds at Moor-park ! the case is quite dif- 
ferent. I will do what you desire me for Tisdall, when 
I next see Lord Anglesey. Pray give him my service. 
The weather is warm these three or four days, and rainy. 
I am to dine to- day with Lewis and Darteueuf, at So- 
mers's, the clerk of the kitcheu at court. Darteoeof 
loves good bits and good sups. Good morrow, little sir- 
rahs. — At night. I diued, as I said ; and it cost me a 
shilling for a chair. It has rained all day, and is v^ 
warm. Lady Masham's young son, my nephew, is v^ 
ill ; and she is sick with ginef. I pity her mightily. I 
film got home early, and going to write to the bishop of 
Clogher, but have no politics to send him. Nighty ary 
own two dearest saucy dear ones. 

22. I am going into the city this morning with a 
friend about some business ; so I will immediately seal 
up this, and keep it in my pocket till evening, and then 
put it in the post. The weather continues warm and 
gloomy. I have heard no news since I went to bed, so 
can say no more. Pray send **^ ** *** **** that I 
4«wiy ijare time to wrile lo ***** about it, I have here 
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iiadenieath given order* for forty shilliogs' to Mrs. 
Brent, which you wilJ send to ParvisoL Farewell, dear- 
est dear MD, and lave Pdfr dearly. Farewell, MD, 
MO, MD, &c. There, there^ therey there, there, and 
ihere^ aad there again. 



LETTER XLIV. 

London, March 22, 1711-12. 

XT&LY, nasty weather. I was in the city to-day, with 
Mrs. Wesley and Mrs. Percival, to get money from a 
banker for Mrs. Wesley, who goes to Bath on Thursday. 
I left them there, and dined with a friend, and went to 
see lord treasurer ^ but he had people with him I did 
Bot know ; so I went to lady Masham's and lost a crown 
with her at picquet, and then sate with Lord Masham 
and lord treasurer, Sic, till past one ; but I had my man 
iriih me, to come home. I gave in my fortj-third, and 
one for the bishop of Clogher, to the post-office, as I 
came from the city ; and so you know it is late now, 
and I have nothing to say for this day. Our Mohocks 
are all vanished ; however, I shall take care of my per- 
son. Night my dearest MD. 

23. I was this morning, before church, with the secre* 
tary, about Lord Abercorn's business, and some others. 
My soliciting season is come, and will last as long as 
the session. I went late to court, and the company was 
almost gone. The court serves me for a coffee-house ; 
ODce a week I meet an acquaintance there, that I should 
not otherwise see in a quarter. There is a flying re- 
port, that the French have offered a cessation of armar 

«' Tliia is cot off. N. 



ioa JOURNAL TO STELLA. 

and to give us Duoktrk, and the Dutch Namtir, for H^ 
ctiritj, lill the peace k made. The duke of Ormood, 
they saj, goes ia a week. Afounddnce of his equipage 
is already gone. His friends are afraid the expense of 
this employment will ruin him, since he roust lose tlie 
government of Ireland. I dined privately with a friend, 
and refused atl dinners offered me at court ; which how- 
ever were but two, and I did not like^either. Did I 
tell you oC a scoundrel about the court, that sells em- 
ployments to Ignorant people, and cheats them of their 
money ? He lately made a bargain for the vice-cham- 
berlain^s place, for seven thousand pounds, and had re- 
ceived some guineas earnest ; but the whole thing was 
discovered tl^e other day, and examination taken of it 
by Lord Dartmouth, and I hope he will be swinged. 
The vice-chamberlain told me several particulars of it 
last night at Lord Masham's, Can DD play at ombre 
yet, enough to hold the cards while Ppt steps into tlie 
next room ? Night, dearest sirrahs* 

24. This morning I recommended Newcombe agaia 
to the duke of Orroond, and left Dick Stewart to do it 
farther. Then I went to visit the duchess of Hamilton, 
who was not awake. So I went to the duchess of 
Shrewsbury, and sat an hour at her toilet. I talked to 
her about the duke^s being lord lieutenant. She said 
she knew nothing of it ; but I rallied her out of that, 
and she resolves not to stay behind the duke. I intend 
'to recommend the bishop of Clogher to her for an ac- 
quaintance. He will like her veiy well : she is, indeed^ 
a most agreeable woman, asd a great favourite of mine. 
I know not whether the ladies in Ireland will like her. 
I was at the court of requests, to get some lords to be 
at a committee to-morrow, about a friend's bill : and 
then the duke of Beaufort gave me a poem, finely 
tfouad ia {olio, printed at Stamford^ and writ by a coun* 
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irj squire. Lord Exeter desired the duke to give it 
die queeD, because the author is his friend f but the 
duke desired I would let him know whether it was good 
for any thino;. I brought it home, and will return it to^ 
morrow, as the dullest thing I ever readf and advise 
the duke not to present it. I dined with DomvilUs at 
bis lodgings, bj invitation ; for he goes in a few days^ 
for Ireland. Night, dear MD. 

25. There is a mighty feast at a tory* sheriff's to- 
day in the city :f twelve hundred, dislies of meat. 
Above five lords, and several hundred gentlemen, will: 
be there, and give four or five guineas a piece, aceord- 
iag to custom. Dr. Coghill and I dined, by invitation, 
at Mrs. Yan'is. It has rained or mizzled all day, as my 
|K>ekets feel.. There are two new answers come out to 
(be ** Conduct of the Allies.'* The last year's " Ex- 
iminei'8,'' printed together in a small volume, go off but 
slowly. The printer over printed himself by at least a 
thousand r so soon out of fashion are party papers, 
however so well writ. The " Medleys" are coming: 
out in the same volume, and perhaps may sell better.. 
Oup news about a cessation of arms begins to flag, and 
I have not these three days seen any body in business to 
ask them about it. We had a terrible fire last night ii> 
Srury-laiM) or thereaboutg. and three or four people de» 

^troyed.;]: One of the maids of honour has the small* 
pox : but the best 18) she can lose no beauty ; and we 
iave one new handsome maid of honour. Night, MD« 

*^ John Case and Henry Lamb, Esqn. were then sherifi^. N. 

f This day the theriib gave a noble feast at Merchant Taylor*» 
Hall ; )us grace the duke of Ormond, the earl of Oxford, and several 
of th^vnobUity doing them the honour to be present Dawk^s News 
Letter, March 25, 1712. N. 

) This ire was at a grocer's in Durylane ; and three or -four lires- 
were lost, of personi that leaped out of the is\udo\(«, "^^ 
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26. I forgot to tell you, that on Sunday last, about 
•6veD at night, it lightned above fifty times as I walked 
the mall, which I think is extraordinary at this time of 
the year, and the weather was rery hot. Had you any 
thing of this in Dublin ? I intended to dine with lord 
treasurer to day ; but Lord Mansel and Mr. Lewb made 
me dine with them at Kit Musgrave's. Now you don't 
know who Kit Musgrare is. I sate the evening with 
Mrs. Wesley, who goes tomorrow morning to the Bath. 
She is much better than she was. The news of the French 
desiring a cessation of arms, &c. was but town talk. We 
shall know in a few days» as I am told, whether there 
will be a peace or not The duke of Orroond will go 
in a week for Flanders, they say. Our Mohocks go on 
still, and cut people's faces every night, but they shan't 
cut mine. I like it better as it is. ^he dogs will coit 
me at least a crown a week in chairs. I believe the 
souls of your houghers of cattle have got into them, and 
now they don't distinguish between a cow and a Chris- 
tian. I forgot to wish you yesterday a happy new year. 
Tou know the twenty-fifth of March is the first day of 
the year, and now you must leave off cards, and put 
out your fire. I'll put out mine the first of April, coM 
or Qot cold. I believe I shall lose credit with you, by 
not coming over at the beginning of April-f but I hoped 
the session would be ended, and T must stay till then;- 
yet I would fain be at the beginning of my willows grow* 
ing. Percival tells me, ^ that the quicksets upon the 
flat in the garden do not grow so well as those famous 
ones on the ditch." They want digging about them. 
The cherry trees, by the river side, my heart is set upon. 

27. Society day, you know that, I suppose. Dr. 
Artbburnett* was president. His dinner was dressed in 

* So spelt by lYieDe^u. t^. 
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the queea's kitcheo, aod was m]<^bt7 fioe. We eat it 
at Ozioda's chocolate house, just by St. James's. We 
were never merrier, uor better compao^, and did not 
part till ailer eleven. I did not summon Lord Lans- 
down : he and I are fallen out There was something 
in an '' Examider" a fortnight a^o, that he thought, re- 
flected on the abuses in his office (he is secretary at war) 
aod he writ to the secretary, that he heard I had insert* 
ed that paragraph. This I resented highly, that he should 
complain of me before he spoke to me. I sent him 8 
peppering letter, and would not summon him by a note^ 
ai I did the rest ; nor ever will have any thing to saj 
to him, till he begs my pardon. I met lord treasurer to 
day. at Lady Masham's. He would fain have carried 
Be home to dinner, but I begged his pardon. What S 
Hpon a society day ! No, no. It is late, sirrahs. I am 
not drunk. Night, MD. 

28. I was with my friend Lewis to day, getting ma- 
terials for a little mischief; and I dined with lord trea- 
Hirer, and three or four fellows I never saw before. I 
left them at seven, and came home„ and have been writr 
log to the archbishop of Dublin, and cousin Deane, ia 
answer to one of his of four months old, that I spied by 
chance, routing among my papers. Domville is goiog 
to Ireland ; he came hei*c this morning to take leave qC 
nie, but I shall dine with him to-morrow. Does the bi- 
shop of Clogher talk of coming for England this suofU 
mer ? I think Lord Molesworth told me so about two 
moolhs ago. The weather is bad again ; rainy and ve- 
ry cold this evening. Do- you know what the longitude 
is ? A projector has been applying himself to me, to re- 
commend him to the minbtry, because he pretends to 
have found out the longitude. I believe he has no racn^ 
found it out than he has found out mine — -« Ha^« 
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ever, I will gravelj bear whathesaja, aod discover hioi 
a koave or fool. Night, MD. 

29. J am plagued with thea^ paioa io mj shoulder ; 
I believe it ia rheumatic; I will do somethiag for it to- 
Bight. Mr. Lewis and I diaed witb^ Mr. Domvilie, tc 
take our l«ave of him. I draok three or four glasses ol 
i^hampaigo by perfect teasiag, though it is bad for mji 
pajQ ; but if it continue, I will not drink any wiiK 
without water tilt I am well. Tl>e weather is abomi- 
nably cold and wet. I am got into bed, and hav« 
put aome old flannel, for want of new, to my shoul- 
der; and rubbed it with, Hiuigary water. It is plaguj; 
l|ard. I ueveir would drink any wiu^ i^ U were not 
fsr my head^ anddriukiog has given me this (fain. ] 
If ill try abttemioosnesB for a whUe. How does MD dc 
low ? bow does DD, and Ppt ? Toii iqust know I h^tc 
pun, as the old woman said. But I'll try to go to sleep. 
My flesh sucks, up Hungary-water rarely. My man is 
ma awkwavd rascal, and makes me peevish. Do you 
linow that the other day he was forced to beg my par 
-doo, that he could not shave my head, his hand shooli 
ip? He is drunk every day, and J^, design to turn hln 
^ as soon as, ever I get to Ireland I'll write nc 
mete now, but go toh sleeps and «ee whether flanne! 
and sleep will cure ray shoulder. Night, dearest MD 

30. I was not able tp- go to ehurc|» or court to day 
The pain has left ray diould^r, and crept to my necl 
and collarbone. It makes iiie think of poor Ppt'i 
Made bpne. Urg«, uige, urge ; dogs gnawing. I weni 
in a chair at two, and dined with Mrs. Van, where 1 
oould be easy, and came back at seven. My Hungary- 
water is gone; and to night I: use sphrlts of wine ; whicli 
my landlady tells me is very good. It has rained terri- 
blf hard all da^ Ipng, and is.extren\e1y CQ(d I,ainc)[ v^^- 
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17 uneasy; aod sucb cruel twioj;e8 ereiy momeot! 
Night, dearest MO. 

3U April 1^ 2, 3, 4, 5^ 6^ 7, 8^ All these days I have 
been extremely ill ; - though I twice crawled out a week 
af|;o; but aiiMiow recoveriog, though very weak. The 
violence of my pain abated the night before last : I will 
jpst teU you. 1k)w h was, and then send this letter, 
which^ougbt to have gone Saturdi^ last. The pain in* 
ereased^ with mighty violence in my left shoulder aod^. 
ef(^ar4ione^ and that side n^ neck. On Thnrsdajr 
morning, appeared, great red" spots in aU those placet- 
where my pain .was, and the yielenceof the pain w:at^ 
aonfined U^^my neck» behind or a little on the lelfc 
side; .vhich was so ▼jeknt, that I", had not a minuted 
ease, nor hardly a.ninuteVsleep^in.tluree dafs and^ 
lights. The spots increased every day^ and red little 
j^mples^. which are now grown white, and fiill of-cov* 
luptioo, thouglr«maH. The red>still continttes^ toe^ and' 
most prodigious hot and inflamed. Tlie disease is the ^ 
shingles* I eat nothiog-bui watergmel ;:anhyery weakr- 
but out ol' all violent piun.u The doctocs say itwould^ 
have ended in some violent dfbease, if it had not come 
out thus. I shaU now recover fast. I' have been la^ 

00 danger of life,, but* miserable torture.. Se adiw^ 
deare^ MD, FW,.4l£c. Tber^ Lean say thire yet^. 
jrott see. Faith, I dea't conceal a bit, as hope saved;. 

P. S* I must puige and clyster after thic^ and lOf 
next Ictter-nrilll uot be in the old ^rder of journal tiUk 

1 have done with physic Are you not surprised ta^ 
see a .letter want half a side ? 
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LETTER XLV. 

London, April 2A, 1712. 

I HAD yours two or three days 9igo, I can hardly 
toswer it now. Sioce my last I have been extremely 
ill. 'Tis this day just a month since I felt the pain on 
the tip of my left shoulder, which grew worse, and spread 
for six dajTs; then broke all out by my collar, and left 
side of my neck in monstrous red spots inflamed, and 
these grew to small pimples. For four days I had no 
rest, nor nights, for a pain in my neck ; then I grew U 
little better; afterward, where my pains were, a cruel 
itching seized me, beyond whatever I could imagine, and 
kept me awake several nights. I rubbed it vehemently, 
but did not scratch it : then it grew into three or four 
great sores like blkters, and run; at last I advised the 
doctor to use it like a blister, so I did with melilot plas- 
ttts, which still run : and am now in pain enough, but 
am daily mending. I kept ray chamber a fortnight, then 
vent out a day <Hr two, but confined myself two days 
ago. I went to a neighbour to dine, but yesterday 
iigain kept at home. To-day I will venture abroad; 
and hope to be well in a week or ten days. I never 
suflei^ so much in my fife. I have taken my breeches 
in thovt two inches, so I am leaner, which answers one 
question in your letter. The weather is mighty fine. 
I write in the morning because I am better Aeo. I wilf 
go try to walk a little. I will give DD's certificate ttt 
Tooke to-morrow. Farewell, MD, MD, &c. 



X 
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LETTER XLVL 

London^ May 10, 1712^ 

I HATE not yet ease or humour enough to go on ia 
my jourual method, though I have left my chamber 
these ten days. My pain continues stiil in my shoulder 
and collar: I keep flannel on it, and rub it with brandy^ 
and take a nasty diet drink. I still itch terribly^ and 
haye some few pimples: I am weak, and sweat; and 
then the flannel makes me mad with itching ; but I think 
my pain lessens. A journal, while I was sick, would 
have been a noble thing, made up of pain and physic^ 
risits and messages ; the two last were almost as trouble- 
some as the two first. One good circumstance is, that 
I am grown much leaner* I believe I told you, that I 
have taken in my breeches two inches. I had your N« 
29 last night. In answer to your good opinion of my' 
disease, the doctors said they never saw any thing so odd 
ctf the kind ; they were not properly shingles, but herpes 
mUiaris, and twenty other hard names. I can never be 
nek like other people, but always something out of the 
eommoD way ; and as for your notion of its coming with-' 
out pain, it neither came, nor staid, nor went^ without 
paio, and the most pain I ever bore in my life. Mede" 
metis is retired in the country, with the beast her hus- 
band, long ago. I thank the bishop of Clogher for his 
proxy; I will write to him soon. Here is Dilly's wife 
ID town ; but I have not seen her yet. N&, simpleton:; 
h is not a sign of hesdth, but a sign, that if it had not 
come out, some terrible fit of sickness would have fol« 
lowed. I was at our society last Thursday, to receive 
a new member, the chancellor of the exchequer; but I 
drink nothing above wine and water. We shall have ai 
peaccy J bope^ booo, or at least entirely btoAsL^ v VsoXW^f 
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lieve the firsL Mj letter to lord treasurer, aboiit>tbi& 
Eogllsh tongue, is oow priotipg ;. aod I suffer my oam^ 
to be put at the end of it, which I never did before in 
my life. The "' Appendix to the third part of Joba 
Bull'' was published yesterday; it is equal to the rest. 
I.hopeyou read "^ Joha BmIL" It was a Scotch g^- 
Uemaoy a friend of mine, that writ it ; but , they put. it 
upon me. The parliament will hardly be up 'tiU June. 
We were like to be undone some dayaagp with atack;* 
b|it we carried it bravely, and the whigs came in to help 
0)k Poor L^dy Masham,. I am afraid, will lose her 
only son, about a twelvempnth old^ with the king's eviK 
I, never would let Mrs. Feutoo see me during my illness, 
though she often came^ but she has been ooce since I. 
recovered. Berpage has been twice to see. me of late* . 
His regiment will be broke, and- he only u^n half pay ;; 
so perhaps he thinks he will want me ^aia.. I am told , 
here, the bishop of Cloglier and family ar^ coming over ; . 
but he says nothing of it himself. . I have., been, returo- 
iqg the visits of those that sent h^todess in iny sickness;, 
particularly the duchfsss of Hamilton, who came aud sat 
with me twa hours.. I make. bargains, with all people 
that I dine witb,^^ to let me scrub my back. against a. 
chair; and the duchess of Ormpnd was forced to bear it- 
the other day. Many of my frienda are gone to Ken- 
sington, where the queep has been removed .for some- 
time. This is a long letter for a jock body^, I will be- 
gin the next in the journal way, though my journals will^ 
be sorry ones. My left hand is very weak,, and trem-^ 
bles; but my right side has not been touched. This it , 
a pitiful letter for want of a better ; but plagued with a 
tett^, my fancy does fetter. Ah ! my poor willows and. 

* A tack is a bill tacked to a money bill, that as both mast be pass- 
ed or Fitted togetber, the tacktd bill may pass, because the money 
hiUmust, H. 
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qoieicsels ! Well, but 70U must read " John Bull :^' 
Bo 70U understaod^t all ? IMd I tell 70U, that young., 
SarsQii GerjU going to be married, and. asked my adt 
▼ice wbea it was too late to^ break oflf? He tellB me» 
" Elwick.has.purehasedJorty pounds a year in land adr 
joinii^ to his liying." Fpt does not say one word of her 
awD little healths I am.**** almost;. but I won't till, 
ist. being a good .girl in other thingi^ Yes, and so is^. 
9D too. God bless MD, and FW, and Me, and Pdfc. 
too. Farewell MD, MD, MD. Lele. I can say l^ 
ff^ young women ;. yes I. can, well as you. 



LETTER XLVIL 

LondStm, May 31, 1712r. 

L CANNOT yet arri?e to my journal letters, my paiBs> 
eontinuing still, though with less vioknee ; . but Idon'ti 
Ipve to write journals while I am in pain; and. above 
all, not journals to MD. But, however, I: am so much- 
mended, that I intend my next shall be^in the old way; 
•sd yet I shall, perhaps,, break my resolution when L 
feel paio. I. believe I have lost credit with you, in re* 
llttioo to my coming over ; but I protest it is impossible 
for one, who has any thing to do with this ministry, to be ; 
certain wlien he fixes any time. There is a business^^ 
which, till it take some turn or other, I cannot leave thb 
pllace. ia prudence or honour. And L never wished so > 
nuchas opw, that I.had staid in Ireland ; but the die. 
is cast, and is-now a spinning, and till it settles, I cannok 
tell whether it be an ace or a sise. The moment I am. 
iwed ill, I will leave them; but know not how to do it; 
ishile things are in suspense. The sessloYi \(i&m«2L\)^^ 
ftrer^/ believe ia % /brtoigbt) and vVift ^^<c^7«^^^Bi^^S^ 
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trill be made io a short time; and there will be no faicr 
ther oceasioo for me ; nor have I aoy thiog to trust ta 
but court ^o^titude ; so that I expect to see ray willowt 
a mooth after the parliament is up : but I will take MD 
in my way, and not go to Laracor like an unmannerly 
•preenckiBh fellow. Have you seen my '' JLetter to 
lord treasurer?*^ There are two answers come out to 
it already ; though it is no politics, but a harmless pro- 
posal about the improvement of the English Tongue. I 
believe if I writ an essay upon a straw, some fool would 
answer it. About (en days hence I expect a letter from 
ML), N. 30. You are now writing it, near the end as I 
guess. I have not received DD's money ; but I will 
give you a note for it on Parvisol, and beg your pardou 
I have not done it before. I am just now thinking to ga 
lodge at Kensington, for the air. Lady Masham hat 
teased me to do it, but business has hindered me ; bul 
DOW lord treasurer has removed thither.' Fifiteeuof our 
society dined together under a canopy in an arbour al 
Parson^s Green last Thursday ; I never saw any thing 
so fine and romantic We got a great victory last Wed-^ 
nesday in the house of lords, by a majority, I think, of 
twenty-eight ; and the whigs had desired their friends to 
bespeak places to see lord treasurer carried to the tower* 
I met your Higgins here yesterday ; he roars at the in* 
solence of the whigs in Ireland, talks much of his owa 
sufTeripgs and expenses in asserting the cause of the 
church f and I find he would fain plead merit enough to 
desire that his fortune should be mended. I believe be 
designs to make as much noise as he can,, in order to pre- 
ferment. Pray let the provost, when he sees you, give 
you ten English shillings; and I will give as much here 
to the man who delivered me Rymer's books : he knows 
themeaoing. Tell him, I will not trust him, but that 
jrou caa order it to be paid i&e Yi<exev ^u^l^SS^xsust 
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you till I see you. Have I told you that t)ie ro|2:ue. Pa- 
trick has left me these two months, to my great satisfao* 
tioQ ? I have got another, who seems to be much better, 
if he cootinues it. I am printing a threepenny paro^ 
phlet,^ and shall print another in a fortnight, and then I 
have done, unless some new occasion starts. Is my ct^ 
rate Warburton married to Mrs. Melthrop in my parish ? 
So I hear. Or is it a lie ? Has Raymond got to hb 
new house ? Do you see Joe now and then ? What luck 
have you at ombre ? How stands it with the dean ? My 
service to Mrs. Stoyte, and Catherine, if she be come 
from Wales. I have not yet seen Dilly Ashe's wife* 
I called once, but she was not at home : I think she is 
under the doctor's hand. I believe the news of the duke 
of Ormond producing letters in the council of war, with 
orders not to fight, will surprise you In Ireland. Lord 
treasurer said in the house of lords, that in a few days 
the treaty of peace should be laid before them ; and our 
court thought it wrong to hazard a battle, and sacrifice 
many lives in such a juncture. If the peace holds, all 
will do well, otherwise, I know not how we shall weather 
it And it was reckoned aa a wrong step in politics, for 
lord treaijBurer to open himself so much. The secretary 
would not go so far to satisfy the whigs in the house of 
commons ; but there all went swimmingly. I'll say no 
more to you to-night, sirrahs, because I must send away 
the letter, not by the bell, but early : and besides, I have 
not much more to say at this present writing. Does MD 
never read at all now,^pray ? But you walk prodigiously, 
I suppose. You make nothing of walking to, to, to, ay, 
to Donnybrook. I walk as much as I can, becaiu« 
sweating is good ; but I'll walk more if I go to Ken- 

* ** Some Reasons to prove, that no Person is obliged by his Priiu 
ciplee, as a W^hlg, to oppose her Mt^esty or llie ^team^ '^vcAiNrf < 
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ttogtOQ. I suppose I shall have oo apples thiff yeai 
Beiiher. So I dined the othw day with JLord Riyei%. 
who is sick at his couDtiy bouse^ and he showed me aU. 
Us eherries Masted. Night, dearest sirrahs ; farewell 
dearest Uru, love poor Ed&v Farewell, dearest littla 
MO. 



LETTER XLVIIL 

Kensbigianf Junel^j K12^ 
f' BAVK been 80- tostitated about since my last, that V 
&m\d not go on in my journal manoer, though my sheut^ 
deris a great deal better; however, I feel violent paia* 
1ft it, but I think.it diminishes, and I have cut oS wm 
slices from my flannel. I have lo<%ed here near a fortrt 
night, partly for the air and exercise, partly ta be near 
the court, where dinn^rs^ are to be found*. I general^, 
get a lift in a eoach to town, and in the evening I walkv 
fciack. On Saturday. I dined with the duchesa of 0^ 
nond at her lodge near Sheen, and thought to get a^ 
boat as usual. I walked by tbe bank to Kew» but Ah 
Ifoat; then to Mortlakev but no boat ; and il waa-oiqs- 
o'clock. At last a little' sculler; called, full of oas^ 
people. I made him set me down at Hammersmitl^so^ 
walked two mUesto thb place, and got here by eleves^. 
I^ast night I bad another such diificul^. . I>waa^in the 
eity till past tea at night; it. rained hard, but oo coeeh* 
to be had. It gave over a little, and I: walked all the 
way herCj and got home by twelve. . I' love these shatK 
by difficulties when they are over;: but I hate them, be^ 
cause they arise from not having a thousand pounds^a^' 
jre/ir. I had your N. 30 about three days ago, which ' 
iimiUaiow aoawcr.. Afid &c&tv.\.iMAsA.i^\^\^ but h 
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fame oat before I ought; and so, and se^ as I have toU^ 
jou in some of my laat. The first comiDg abroad, made 
people think I was quite recovered, and I had no more 
nesBages afterward. WelH but "^ Joho Bull" is oot 
wrote by the person jou imagine. It is too. good te 
another to own. Had it been in Grub-street, I would- 
have let people think as they please ; and I think that'a 
right : is not it now ^ so flap your hand and make wry 
9iouths yourself, saucy doxy. Now comes DD. Why 
sirrahs, I did write in a fortnight my 47th ; and if it 
did not come in due time, can 1 help wind and weather ?^ 
am I a Laplander ? am P a witch ? can I work miracles ^ 
ean I make easterly winds P Now I am against Dr. 
Smith. I drink little water with my wine, yet I believe 
be is right. Tet Dr. Cockbum told me a little wine 
would not hurt me ; but it is so hot and dry, and watei; 
k so dangerous. The worst thing here is my evenings. 
at Lord Masham's, where lord treasurer comes, and w^ 
dt till after twelve. But- it is convenient I should be 
among them for a while as much as possible. I need^ 
i|oC tell you why. But I hope that will be at aq end in. 
a month or two, one way or other, and I am resolved il> 
shall ; but I can't go to Tunbridge, or any where els* 
eut of the way, in this juncture. So Fpt designs for^ 
Tempteoag (what a name is that !) Whereabouts is thal» 

place? I hope not very far from . Higgins is. 

heie, roaring that all is wrong in Ireland, and would, 
have me get him ac^ audience of lord treasurer to tell 
him so; but I will have nothing to do in it, no, uotI». 
iidth. We have had no thunder till last night, and till 
then we ace dead for want of rain ;- but there fell a. 
peat deal: no field looked green. I reckon the queeo. 
will go to Windsor in three or four weeks : and if the 
secretary takes a house there, I shall be 80iim.\.\ibr%^V^ 
)4mf^ But bow «ffected(7 Fpt taiV^ vy )si^^^W^ 
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* all the summer; irhich I do not intend; nor to stay one 
mioute lon/^er in England than becomes the /^ircum- 

■ stances I am io. I wish you would go soon into the 
country, and take a good deal of it ; and where better 
thaii Trim ? Joe will be your humble servant, Panrisol 
your slave, and Raymond at your command, for he 
piques himself on good manners. I have seen Dilly's 
wife — and I have seen once or twice old Bradley here. 
He is very well, very old, and very wise : I believe I 
must go see his wife, when I have leisure. I should be 
glad to see goody Stoyte and her husband ; pray give 
them my humble service, and to Catherhie, and to Mrs* 
l^alls. I canfiot be the least bit in love with Mrs. 
Walls. I sufjpose the cares of the husband increase 
irith the fruitfulness of the wife. I am' glad at heart to 
hear of Ppt's good health : please to let her finish it by 
drinking waters. I hope ISS^ had her bill, and has her 
money. Remember to write a due time before the mo- 
ney is wanted, and be good girls, good daUars, I mean, 
and no crying dailurs, I heard some body coming up 
stairs, and forgot I was in the country ; and I was afraid 
of a visiter ; that is one advantage of being here, that 
I am not teased with solicitors. Molt the chymist £b 
my acquaintance. My service to Dr. Smith. I sent 
the question to( him about Sir Walter Raleigh's cordial, 
and the answer he returned is in these words ; " It is 
dirfctly after Mr. Boyle's receipt." That commissioa 
is performed ; if he wants any of ij^ Molt shall use him 
fairly. I suppose Smith is one of your physicians. 
So, now your letter is fully and impartially answered; 
not as rascals answer me : I believe if I writ an essay 
upon a straw, I should have a shoal of answerers : but 
no matter for that : you see I can answer without making" 
mjy rejections, as becomes men of learning. Well, but 

oow for the peace: 'why, iwe ex^^cv \\. ^«^^\\i\>^.^S&ft 
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f reDch have the staff io their own hands, and we trust 
to their honesty. I wish it were otherwise. Things 
are now in the way of being soon in the extremes of well 
or ill. I hope and believe the first. Lord Wharton is 
gone out of town in a rage, and curses himself and 
friends for ruining themselves in defending Lord Marl- 
borough and Godolphin, and taking Nottingham int« 
their favour. He swears he will meddle no more during 
this reign ; a pretty speech at sixty-sls, and the queen 
is near twenty years younger, and now in very good 
health ; for you must know her health is fixed by a cer- 
tain reason, that she has done with braces (I must use 
the expression) and nothing ill has happened to her 
since ; so she has a new lease of her life. Read the 
*• Letter to a Whig Lord." Do you ever read ? Why 
don't you say so ? I mean, does DD read to Ppt ? Do 
you walk ? I think Ppt should walk to DBy as DD reads 
to Ppt, for Ppt you must know is a good walker ; but 
not so good as Pdfr. I intend to dine to-day with Mr. 
Lewis, but it threatens rain ; and I shall be too late to 
get a lift I and I must write to the bishop of Clogher. 
It is now ten in the morning; and this is all writ at ^ 
heat. Farewell, dearest MD. 



LETTER XLIX. 

Kensingtmi^ July If ni2. 

I NEVER was in a worse station for writing letter^ 

than this ; for I go to town early ; and when I come 

home at night, I generally go to Lord Masham's, where 

^ lord treasurer comes, and we stay till past twelve ; but 

t I am now resolved to write journals again, though my 

i shoulder is Dot yet well ; for I have b\.\\\ ^ ^^"V \V(^>s^ 
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pimple^ aud a little pa'm now aod theo. It is now bigll 
cberrj time with us ; take notice, is it so soon with 
jrou ? Aod we have early apricots ; and gooseberriei 
■re ripe. On Sunday Archdeacon Parnell caaie here 
fta see me. It seemt he has been ill for grief of Mi 
wife's death, and has been two months at Bath. He hat 
» mind to go to Dunkirk with Jack Hill, and I persuade 
him to it, aud have spoke to Hill to receive him ; but 
I doubt he won't have spirit to go. I have made Ford*^ 
Gazeteer, and got two hundred pounds a year settled on. 
the employment by the secretaries of state,, beside the 
perquisites. It is the prettiest emptoyment in England 
of its bigness ; yet the puppy does not seem satisfiifd 
with it. I think people keep some follies to themselvm^. 
till they have occasion to produce them. He thinks HL 
^oi genteel enough, and makes twenty difficulties, ft 
is impossible to make any man easy. His salary is paid* 
him every week, if he pleases,, without taxes or. abate- 
ments. He has little to do for it. He has a pretty aft 
fice, with coals, candles, papers, d^c. can frank what fet^ 
ters he will ; and his perquisites, if he takes care, tMf 
be worth one hundred pounds more.. I hear the bishof^^ 
of Clogher is landing, or landed, in England f: aild t 
hope to. see him in^ ft few days. I was to see Mrs. Bradf 
ley on Sunday night. H«r youngest son is to manjr 
somebody worth nothing ; and her daughter was forced; 
to leave Lady Giffard, because she was strikii^ up an 
intrigue with a footman, who played weH oo the flute; 
This is the mother's account of it. Yesterday the old; 
bishop of Woreester,t' who pretends to be a proplNt, 
went to the queen, by appointment, to prove to her nt* 
jesty, out of Daniel and the RevidatioD, that four yeirt^ 

*€bariet Ford, E^. nveral of wliose letten art in this collectioa* 
f Dr. ITililaB^ Lloyd. B. 
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hence there would be a irar of religion ; that the iing 
of France would be a protestaot, and fight on the^ 
«ide ; that the popedorae would be destroyed, &c. ; and 
declared, that he would be content to give up liis bi^ 
v^prick, if it were not true. Lord treasurer, who told 
it me, was by, and some others^ and I am told lord 
Iveasurer confounded him sadly in his own learning, 
winch made the old fool very quarrelsome. He is near 
ninety years old. Old Bradley is fat and lusty, and 
has lost his palsy« Have you seen " Toland's Invita- 
tion to Dismal ?''^ How do you like it ? But it is an 
ioutation of Horace, and perhaps you do not understand 
Horace. Here has been a great sweep of employments, 
and we expect still more removals. The icourt seems 
Vttolved to make thorough work. Mr. Hill intended 
to set out to-morrow for Dunkirk, of trhich he is ap- 
paioted governor^ but he tells me to-day, that he 
taoDot go till Thursday or Friday. I wish it were 
"aver. Mr. Secretary tells me, he is in no fear at ali 
that France will play tricks with us. If we have Dun^* 
Urk once, all is safe. We fail now all against the Dutch^ 
who indeed have acted like knaves, fools, and madmen. 
Mr. Secretary is soon to be made a viscount. He de- 
ored I would draw the preamble of his patent ; but I 
tnsuaed myself from a work, that might lose me a great 
deal rf reputation, and get me very little. We would 
fain have the court make him an earl^ but it will not 
be ; and therefore he wiH not take the title of Boling*' 
kroke, which is lately extinct in the elder branch of his 
tunily. I have advised him to be called Lord Pomfreti 
tat he thinks that title is already in some other family $ 
and, besides^ he olijects that it is in Yorkshire, where 
he has DO estate ; but there is notliing in that, and t 

* 

* The carl of Nottiogbash See tlus poem lAvgVlL. '^» 



12« JOURNAL TO STELLA. 

love Pomfret ? Don't you love Pomfret ? Why ? 'Tis ia 
all our histories ; they are full of Pomfret castle. But 
what's all this to you ? You don't care for this ? Is goody 
Sloyte come to London ? I have not heard of her yet 
The dean of St. Patrick's never had the manners to an- 
swer my letter. I was the other day to see Sterne and 
his wife. She is not half so handsome as when I saw 
her with you at Dublin. They design to pass the 
summer at a. house near Lord Somers', about a do- 
zen miles off. Tou never told me how my '' Letter 
to Lord Treasurer" passes in Ireland. I suppose you 
are drinking at this time Temple-something waters. 
Steele was arrested the other day for making a lotteiy; 
directly agaiast an act of parliament. He is now under 
prosecution ; but they think it will be dropped out of 
pity. I believe he will very soon lose his employment 
for he has been mighty impertinent of late in his ^ Spec- 
tators ;" and I will never offer a word in his behalf. 
Raymond writes me word, that the bishop of Meaih* 
was goin^ to summon me, in order to suspension, for ab- 
sence, if the provost had not prevented him. I am pret- 
tily rewarded for getting them their first-fruits, with.a 
p — . We have had very little hot weather di^riog the 
whole month of June : and for a week past, we have 
had a great deal of rain, though not every day. - 1 am 
just now told, that the governor of Dunkirk has not or- 
ders yet to deliver up the town to Jack Hill and kis 
forces, but expects them daily. This must put off Hill's 
^Huroey awhile, and I don't like these stoppings in such 
an affair. Go, get you gone, and drink your waters ; 
if this rain has not spoiled them, sauqy doay. I have 
no more to say to you at present ; but love Pdfr, mid. 
MD, and Me. And Pdfr will love Pdfr, and MD, and 
Me. I wish you had taken an account when I sent 
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aey to Mrs. Breot. I believe I have not doae it a 
at while. Farewell, dearest MD. 



LETTER L. 

KensmgUm^ July 17, 1712. 

[ AM weary of living in this place, and glad to leave 
•on. The queen goea on Tuesday to Windsor, ajkl 
haU follow in three or four ^iays after. I can do no- 
Dg here, going early to London, and coming late from 
and supping at Lady Masham's. I dined to-day 
Ji the duke of Argyle at Kew, and would not go to 
) court to-night, because of writing to MD. The bi- 
ip of Clogher has been here this fortnight : I see him 
often as I can. Poor Master Ashe has a bad redness 
bis face, it is St. Anthony's fire ; his face all swelled, 
i will break out in his cheek, but no danger. Since 
mkirk has been in our hands^ Grub-street has been 
ty fruitful. Fdfr has writ five or six Grub-street pa- 
rs this last week. Have you seen *^ Toland's Invita- 
a to Disnudy^^* or ^ Hue and Cry after Disnud^^^ or 
Saliad on Dunkirk," or *' Agreement that Dunkirk 
not in our Hands ?" Poh; You have seen nothing. 
iffl dead here with the hot weather ; yet I walk eve- 
right home, and believe it does- me good : but any 
Milder is not yet right ; itchings and scratchings, and 
lall achings. Did I tell you that I have made Ford 
nsetteer, with two hundred pounds a year salary, ba- 
le perquisites. I had a letter lately from Parvisol, 
10 says my canal looks very finely. I long to see it : 
it no ap{4es; all l^lasted again. He tells me there 

# 

•Seevol. X. If, 
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^ill *bfe a trfennia] visitation in August, t muBt len^ 
tlaymond anotW proxy. S6, now I will answer yoiir 
letter, No. 36, dated June 11. Ppt writes ^ well as 
ever, for all her waters. I wish I liad never come here, 
as often and as heartily as Ppt. What had I to do 
liere ? I have heard of the bishop's* mailing me uneasjv 
"but I did not think it was because I never wrote to 
liim. A little woald make me write to him, but I don^ 
know what to say. I find I am obliged te the provost, 
for keeping the bishop from being impertinent. Ye% 
Mrs. BD but you would not be content with letteiv from 
Pdfr of six lines, or twelve either, faith I I hope Ppt wiK 
have done with the waters soon, and find benefitby 
them. I believe, if they wei^ as far o^ as Wexford, 
they would do as much good : for I take the journey tb 
contribute as much as any thing. X can assure you, tb^ 
bbhop of Clogher's being here does not in the least a^ 
feet itiy staying pr going* I neVer talked to Hig- 
gins but once in ray life in the street, and I believe, he 
and I shall hardly meet but by chancer What care^ 
whether my Letter to Lord Treasurer be commended 
there or not ? Why does not somebody anroog you an- 
swer it, as three or four have done here ? (f am now 9k' 
ting with nothing but nay bedgown^ for heat.) Ppt shall 
liave a great bible, and DD shall be repaid her other 
book: but patience^ all in good timet you afe so hasty, 
a dog would, &c. So Ppt has neither wou oor ksK 
Why, mun. I play somfetimes too, at picket ; that % 
picquett, I mean % but very ^Idom. Out late ? wb^rv 
it is only at Lady Masham^s, and that is in our towDf 
but I never come late hei^e from London, except ooc^ 
in rain, when I could not get a coach. We have hiA 
very little thunder here ; none these two months. Whjfv 



k « 



JOURNAL TO STELLA. 129 

):My, inadaro philosopher, how did the rain hinder the 
tlniDder from doing any harm ? I suppose it squenched 
it. So here comes Ppt again with her little watery post- 
iKTipt. You bold drunken slut 7011 ! drink Fdfr's health 
ten times in a morning ! you are a whetter, faith. I 
9up MD's fifteen times every morning ih milk-porridge. 
There's for you now — and there's for your letter, and 
^very kind of thing — and now I must say something 
ebo. You hear Secretary St. John is made Viscount 
JSolingbroke. I could hardly persuade him to take that 
iitle, because the eldest branch of his family had it in an 
earldom, and it was last year extinct. If he did poit 
take it, I advised him to be Lord Pamfret, which ^ 
ihiok is a noble title. You hear of it often in the 
chronicles, Pimrfrei castk : but we believed it wai^ 
among the titles of some other lord. Jack Uill sent his 
sister a pattern of a head- dress from Dunkirk ; it was 
like our fashion twenty years ago, only not quite so 
liigb, and looks very ugly. I have made Trap chap- 
kin to Lord Bolingbroke, and he is mighty happy and 
Uiaokful ffir it. Mr. Addison returned me my visit this 
toomiug. He lives in our town. I shall be mighty re- 
tired, and mighty busy^ for a while at Windsor. Fray 
why don't MD go to Trim, and see Laracor, and give 
me. an account of the garden, and the river, and the hol- 
ly and the cherry trees on the river walk ? 

19. J could not send this letter last post, being called 
away before I could finish it. I dined yesterday with 
lord treasurer ; sat with him till ten at night ; yet could 
not find a minute for some business I had with him. He 
brought me to Kensington, and Lord Bolingbroke would 
iiot let me go away till two ; and I am now in bed very 
lazy and sleepy at nine. I must shave head and face, 
and meet Lord Boiiogbioke at eleven, and dine again 
Vrith lord treasurer. To-day there wiW V)fc wjk^'Cftet 
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Grab, <" A Letter from the Preteoder to a Whig Lord.^ 
Orub-street has but ten dajs to live ; then an act of 
parliament takes place, tliat ruins it, by taxing every 
half sheet at a halfpenny. We have news just come, 
but not the particulars, that the earl of Albemarle, at 
the head of eight thousand Dutch, is beaten, lost the 
greatest part of his men, and himself made a prisoper. 
This perhaps may cool their courage, and make then 
think of a peace. The duke of Ormond has got abun- 
dance of credit by his good conduct of affairs in Flan- 
ders. We had a good deal of rain last night, very re- 
freshing. It is late, and I must rise. Don't play at 
ombre in your waters, sirrah. Farewell, dearest MD. 



LETTER LI. 

London^ Aug, 7*, 1712. 

I JiAD your N. 32, at Windsor : I just read it, and 
immediately sealed it up again, and shall read it no more 
this twelvemonth at least. The reason of my resent- 
ment is, because you talk as glibly of a thing as if it 
were done, which, for aught I know, is farther from be- 
ing done than ever, since I hear not a word of it ; 
though the town is full of it, and the court always giy- 
ing me joy and vexation. You might be sure, I wouki 
have let you know as soon as it was done ; but I believe 
you fancied I would not affect to tell it you, but let you 
learn it from newspapers and reports. I remember only 
there was something in your letter about Me's money . 
and that shall be taken care of on the other side. I 

* At first written " Aug. 17," with this note, " Pede/ar was mii- 
tstken.'* N. 
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left Windsor on Monday last, upon Lord Bo1iDgbroke\i 
beino; gone to f ranee ; and somebod j's being here, that 
I ought often to consult with in an affair I am upon : 
but that person talks of retumii^ to Windsor again, and 
I believe I shall follow him. I am now in a hedge 
lodging rerj busy, as I am every day till noon : so that 
Uiis letter is like to be short, and you are not to blame 
me these two months ; for I protest, if I study ever so 
hard, I cannot in that time compass what I am upon.* 
We have a fever both here and at Windsor, which hard- 
ly any body misses ; but it lasts not above three or four 
days, and kills nobody. The queen had forty servants 
down in it at once. I dined yesterday with lord trea* 
surer, but could do no business, though he sent for me, I 
thought, on purpose ; but he desires I will dine with 
him again to-day. Windsor is a most delightful place, 
and at this time abounds in dinnere. My lodgings look 
upon £aton and tlie Thames. I wish I were owner of 
them ; they belong to a prebend. God knows what 
was in your letter^ and if it be not answered, whose 
fault is it, saucy dollars ? Do you know that Grub- 
street is dead and gone last week ? No more ghosts or 
murders now for love or money. I plied it pretty close 
the last fortnight, and published at least seven penny 
papers of my own, besides some of other people's : but 
DOW every single half sheet pays a halfpenny to the 
queen. The Observator is fallen; the Medleys are 
jumbled together with the Flying Post ; the Examiner 
18 deadly sick ; the Spectator keeps up, and doubles its • 
price ; I know not how long it will hold. Have you 
seen the red stamp the papers are marked with ? Me- 
thinks it is worth a halfpenny the stamping. Lord Bo- 
lingbroke and Prior set out for France last Saturday. 

* flij History of the Four Last YcwV tSl. 
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My 4ord's budaess is to basten the i^eace before t)ie 
1}utch are too much mauled ; and to liitider Frauce from 
t^arrjiog the jest of beating them too far. Have you 
«een the fourth part of John Bull ? It is equal to the 
rest, and extremely good. The bishop of Clogher's sm 
bas been ill of St. Anthooy's fire, but is iiow quite well 
I vas afraid his face would be^ spoiled, but it is not. 
Dilly is just as be used to be, and puns as plentifully 
and as bad. The two brothers see one another ; and I 
think not the twt> sisters. Raymond wrote to me, *^ that 
he intended to invite you to Trim." Are you, have 
you, will you be there ? Won't you see poor Laracor ? 
Farvisol says, ^ I shall have no fruit : blasts have taken 
away all." Pray observe the cherry trees in the river 
walk { but you are too lazy to take such a journey. If 
yoii have not your letters in due time for two mootbs 
hence, impute it to my being iasticaUd between this and 
Windsor. Poor Lord Winchelsea* is dead, to my great 
{rief. He was a worthy honest gentleman, and particu- 
lar friend of nine ; and what is yet worse, my old ac- 
quaintance, Mrs. Finch,t is now countess of Winchelsea, 
the title being fallen to her husband, but without much 
estate. I have been poring my eyes all this morning, 
and it is Dow past two afternoon, so I shall take a little 
iralk in the park. Do you play at ombre still ? Or is 
that off by Mr. Stoyte's absence, and Mrs. Manky's 
gjrief ? Somebody was telling me of a strange sister that 
Mrs. Manley has got in Ireland, who disappointed you 
all about her being handsome. My service to Mrs. 

• Chdrles, earl of Winchelsea, first lord commissioner of trade^od 
plantations. He died, Aug. 14, 1712. B. 

f Anne, daughter of Sir William Kingsmill, of Sidmarton, HantSi 
wife of Heneage Finch, earl of Winchelsea. She was autfkoi: «f 
** The Spleen," and other poems j and died, Aug. 5, 1720, B. 
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Walb. Farewell, dearest MD, FW^ Me^ Lde, rogiM* 
both J love poor Pdfir* 



LETTER LIL 

Windsor^ Sept. 15^ 1712* 

I MKTER was SO loDg without writlDg to MD as now,, 
since I left them, nor ever will again while I am able toi 
write. I have expected fiom one week to another that 
something would be done in 017 own afTairs ; but no-, 
tiling Bt ali is^ uor I don't know when* any thing will^ or 
whetlier any at all, so slow are people at doing favours. 
I have been m»ch out of order of late, with the old 
giddioefis in my head, t took a vomit for it two days- 
s^, and will take another about a day or two hence*. 
I have eat mighty little fruit ; yet I impute my disor- 
der to that little, and shall henceforth wholly forbear it«^ 
I am engaged In a long work, and have done all I caa 
of it, and wait for some papers from the ministry for 
materiab for the rest ; and they delay xae^ as if it were 
a favour I asked of them ; so that I have been idle here 
this good while, and it happened in a right time, whea. 
I was too much out of order to study. One is kept, 
constantfy out of humour by a thousand unaccouots^hle- 
things iu public proceedings; and when I reason wiU^ 
Bome friends, we cannot conceive how affairs can last aa 
they are. God only knows, but it is a very melancho- 
ly subject for those who have any near concern in it l 
am agaiti endeavouring,, at I was last year, to keep 
people from breaking to pieces upon a hundred misun** 
derstandiugs. One cannot withhold them from drawing, 

» Sadoraed,, " Beceived Oct \, AtT^cwVJCwaft.^ '^^ 
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diflfereDt ways, while the enemy is watching to destroy 
both. See how my style is altered, by living and think- 
ing and talking among these people, instead of my canal 
and river, walk and willows. I lose all my money here 
among the ladies; so that I never play when I can 
help it, being, sure to lose. I have lost five pounds the 
five weeks I have been here. I hope Ppt is luckier at 
picquet with the dean and Mrs. Walls. The dean never 
answered my letter, and I have clearly forgot whether 
I sent a bill for Me in any of my last letters. I think 
I did ; pray let me knoM*, and always give me timely 
notice. I wait here but to see what they will do for 
me ; and whenever preferments are given from'me, ai 
*** said, I will come over. 

18. I have taken a vomit to day, and hope I sliall be 
better. I have been very giddy since I wrote what is 
before, yet not as T used to be : more frequent, but not 
80 violent Yesterday we were alarmed with the queen's 
being ill : she had an aguish and feverish fit ; and you 
pever saw such countenances as we all had, aich dis- 
mal melancholy. Her physicians from town were sent 
for; but toward night she grew better, to-day she missed 
her fit, and was up : we are not now in any fear ; it will 
be at worst but an ague, and we hope even that will not 
return. Lord treasurer would not come here from Lon- 
don, because it would make a noise, if he came before 
his usual time, which is Saturday, and he^goes away on 
Mondays. The whigs have lost a great support in the 
earl of Godolphin.* It is a good jest to hear the mi- 
Disters talk of him with humanity and pity, because he 
if dead, and can do them no more hurt. Lady Orkney,f 

• He difid Sept. 15, 1712. B. 

f Lady Elizabeth Villiers; on whom King William settled ao e - 
tM(€ la Irelskadt worth 25;895L a year. N. 
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the late king's mistress (who lives at a fiue place, five 
miles from hence, called Cliflfden) and I, are grown 
rarity acquaintance. She is the wisest woman I ever 
fiaw; and lord treasurer made ^reat use of her advice io 
the late change of affairs. I heard Lord Marlborough is 
growing ill of his diabetes; which, if it be true, may 
soon carry him off; and then the ministry will be some- 
thing more at ease. MD has been a long time without 
vriting to pdfr, though they have not the same cause : 
it Is seven weeks since your last came to my bands, 
vhich was N. 92, that you may not be mistBkea. I 
hope Ppt has not wanted her health. You were then 
prinking waters. The doctor tells me I must go into 
a course of ateel, though I have not the spleen ; for 
that they can never give me, tiiough I have as roucli 
provocation to it as any man alive. Ber^age's regi- 
ment is broke ; but he is upon half pay. I have not 
seen him this long time; but I suppose he is over- 
run with melancholy. My Lord Shrewsbury is certainly 
designed to be governor of Ireland; and, I believe, 
the duchess will please the people there mightily. 
The Irifth whig leaders promise great things to them- 
selves from thb government ; but great care shall be 
taken, if possible, to prevent them. Mrs. Fenton has 
writ to me, tliat she has been forced to leave Lady 
Giffard, and come to town, for a rheumatism : that 
lady does not love to be troubled with sick people. Mrs. 
Fenton writes to me as one dying; and desires I would 
think of her son : I have not answered her letter. She 
is retired to Mrs* Povey's. Is my aunt alive yet ; and 
do you ever see her? I suppose she has forgot the 
loss of her son. Is Raymond's new house quite finish- 
ed ? and does he squander as he used to do ? Has he 
yet spent all his wife's fortune ? I hear there ate (is^ 
or six people puttiog strongly ia tor \kj \\V\iv^\ ^q^ 
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kip them ! But if ever the court should give me asy 
thing, I would reeomrooud Rajmoad to the duke of 
Q.^mood; not for any particular friendship to him, but 
because it Mrould b^ proper for the minister of Trim, 
to have Laracor. Tou may keep the gold studded 
tauflf-box now ; for my brother Hill, governor of Dnzh, 
k^k, has sent me the finest that ever you saw. It Is. 
allowed at court that none in England comes near i^ 
though it did not cost above twenty pounds."*^ And 
the duchess of Hamilton has made me a pocket for 
i$^ like a woman's, with a belt an^ buckle (fqr, yoa 
Itoow, I wear no waistcoat in summer) and there are 
several divisions, and one on purpose for my box, di> 
bo ! — We have had most delightful weather this whole 
week ; but illness and vomiting have hindered me from 
abaring in a great part of it. Ladf Mashara mader 
tlie queen send to Kensington for some of her pre- 
sjsrved ginger for me, which I take in the morning, 
and hope it will do me good. Mrs. Brent sent me a 
letter by a young fellow, a printer, desiring I would, 
iiecomniend^ him here, which you may tell her I have 
done : but I canoot promise what will come of it, for 
it is necessary they should be made freef here before 
ihey can be employed. I remember I put the boy 
apprentice to Brent I liope Parvisol has set my tithes 
well this year: he has writ nothing to. me about it; 
pray talk to him of it when you see him, and let him., 
^ive me an account how things are. I suppose the 
corn is now off the ground. I hope he has sold that 
great ugly horse.^ Why don't you talk to him ? He 

* This is the box, on the bottom of which thegooae and soail were, 
painted, that gave occasion to the jest and. repartee between Swift- 
and Lord Oxford. See a particular description of the box, ia a letttc 
to General HiU, dated Aug. 12, 1712. B. 
/ Obtain the fi eedom of the city ot IjAii^sx^, ^. 
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Keeps me at cbai^^ea for horses, that I never ride;- 
fours is large, and will never be good, for aivf thki^ 
The queen will sta7 here about a month longer, I sup* 
pose ; but Lady Masham will go in ten dajs to lie in. 
at Kensington. Poor creatsre, she fell down in thtf 
eourt here the other da^. She woidd* needs walk 
icrosB it upon, some displeasure with her chairsieu* 
ami. was likety to be spoiled, so near her time ; but 
we hope all is over for a black, eje and a sore side;* 
though I shall: not be at ease till i^ is brought to. 
bed. I find I canfill^ up a letter, some m'mj orothery. 
without a journal. If I had not a spirit naturallf 
dieerful,* I should be very much discontented at a- 
thousand things^ Pray God preserve MD's health, 
and Fdfr's, and tliat I may live free from the eavy 
and discontent that attends those who are thoughti 
to have more favour at court than they really possess^. 
Love Pdfr, who loves MD above all things. Fare^ 
well, dearest, ten thousand times dearest AfiD. 



• LETTER Lin. 

London, Oct. 9, 17I2.f 

Thatb left Windsor these ten- days, and am deep in^ 
fStta with asafcetida, and a steel bitter drink ; and I find^ 
ny head much t)etter than it was» I was veiy much' 
.discouraged^ for I used to^be ill for three or four daya 
together, ready to totter as I walked. I take eight pills 

* Hli life is a mournful and fitrikiog instance of the power of dia- 
app6intment totally to subvert natural cheerftilneas, to take away tli^ 
value of every good, and aggravate real by imagiaary evil. H. 

t Endorsed, »» Received Oct. 18, at Portraine.*^ N. 

g2 
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a daj, and have taken, I believe, a hundred and 
already. The queen, lord treasurer, Ladj Mas! 
and I, were all ill together, but are now all better; 
loiidy Masham expects every day to lie in at Ken 
ton. There never was such a lump of lies spread 8 
the town together as now, I doubt not but you 
have them in Dublin before this comes to you, an< 
without the least ground of truth. I have been mig 
put back in something I am writing by my illness, 
hope to fetch it up, so as to be ready when the p< 
ment meets. Lord treasurer has bad an ugly fit ol 
rheumatism, but is now near quite well. I was | 
iog at one and thirty with him and his family the c 
sight He gave us all twelvepence a piece to l 
with : it put me in mind of Sir William Temple.' 
asked both him and Lady Masham seriously, wh< 
tlie queen were at all inclined to a dropsy ? And 
positively assured me she was not ; and so did her 
sician Arbuthnot, who always attends her. Tet t 
devils have spread tliat she has holes in her legs, 
runs at her navel, and I know not what. Arbut 
has sent me from Windsor a pretty Discouse upon L; 
and I have ordered the printer to come for it. It 
proposal for publishing a curious piece, called, '' 
Art of Political Lying, in two volumes," &c. 
then there is an abstract of the first volume,! just 
those pamphlets which they call '* The Works ol 
Learned." Pray get it when it comes out. The qi 
has a little of the gout in one of her hands. I be! 
she will stay a month still at Windsor. Lord treas 

* 8ir William treated Swift with so little liberality, after enco 
iog him to hope he would provide for hiin, that it was like givin 
a shilling to begin the world with. H. 

t This is part of the Miscellany, which the dean printed in 
Juoetion wUh Mr. Popej and is in the twenty-third volume oi 
coUeetion N, 
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ibowed roe the kindest letter from her in the world, bj 
which I picked out one secret, that there will be sooq 
Bade some knights of the garter. You know another is 
Ulen by Lord Godolpliin^s death : he will be buried in 
4 daj or two at Westminster- Abbey. I saw Tom Leigh 
io town once. The bishop of CJogher has taken his 
kMiging for the winter ; they are all well. I hear there 
ire in town abundance of people from Ireland ; half a 
iozen bishops at least. The poor old bishop of Lon- 
don,* at pastr fourscore, fell down backward goiug up 
fttairs, and I think broke or cracked his skull ; jet is 
DOW recovering. The town is as empty as at Midsum- 
mer ; and if I had not occasion for physic, I would be 
Bt Windsor still. Did I tell you of Lord Kivers's will ; 
be has left legacies to about twenty paltry old whores 
by name, and not a farthing to any^friend, dependent, or 
relation : he has left from his only child. Lady Barry- 
inore,t her mother's estate, and given the whole to bis 
beir male, a popish priest, a second cousin, who is now 
Earl Rivers,! and whom he used in his life like a foot- 
man. After him it goes to his chi.ef wench and bastard. § 
Lord treasurer and lord chamberlain are executors of 
this hopeful will. I Joved the man, but detest his memo- 
ty. We hear nothing of peace yet : I believe verily 

-■ • 

* Dr. Henry Compton, translated to that see from the bishoprick 
of Oxford, m 167^. He died July 7, 1713, at the age of eighty-one. 
H. 

f Lady Elizabeth, married to James the fourth earl of Barrymore. 
8hehad one daughter. Lady Penelope, who was married to General 
Cholmondeley. N. 

\ William Savage, son of Richard, third son of thft first earl of 
ftat name. He was a papist in holy orders. Dying unmarried, the 
tiUe became extinct N. 

{ Amon^ other natural children of this nobleman, was the weU- 
known Richard Savage ; whose biography forms a prominent featOrf) 
k Dr. JOhnsoD^s ** Lives of the Poets." N. 

63 
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the Dutch are so wilful, because they are told the cpieeii 
emniot live. I had poor MD's letter^ N. 32, at Wbc^ 
8or; but I could not answer it then; Pdfr was vcrj 
sick then: aod, besides, it was- a Yety inconreDieDt 
place to write letters from. You ^ thought to come 
home the same day, and staid a month !^' That was a 
sign the place was agreeable. I should loTe such a sort 
of jaunt. Is that lad S\frento& a little more fixed than 
he used to be ? I think you like the girl very well. 
She has left off her grave airs, I suppose. I am now 
told, Lord Godolphin was buried last night-^O poor 
apt ! *♦**. I believe I escaped the new fever, for the 
same reason that Ppt did, because I am not well; but 
why should DD escape it, , pray ?^ she is nuUkigal, 700^ 
know, and ought to have the fever ;. but I hope it is now 
too late, and she ^on't have it at all. Some physfdaos* 
here talk very melancholy, and think it foreruns the 
league, which is actually at Hamburgh* I hoped Ppt 
would have done with her illness; but I think /we both 
have the faciidty never to part with a disorder for ever*;: 
we are very constant. I have had my giddiness tweotj- 
three years l^ fits. Will Mrs. Bayniond never hare 
done lying in? He intends to leave beggars eoougfaf^ 
for I dare say, he has squandered away the best part of * 
his fortune already, and is now not out of. debt. I had-, 
a letter from him latety. 

October 11. Lord treasurer sent for me yesterd^JT 
and the day before to sit with him^ because he is not « 
yet quite well enough to go abroad; and I could doI 
finish my letter. How the deuce come I to be so eS' 
act in your money ? Just seventeen shillings and e%M 
pence more than due; I believe you cheat me. Vp^' 
makes a petition with many apologiea. John Danv^' 
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Jon know, 18 Lad7 Giflfard's friend.. The rest I never 
lieard of. I tell you what, as things are at present, I 
cannot possibly speak to lord treasurer lor any body. I; 
need tell you no more. Something or. nothing will be 
done in my own, affairs; if the former, I- will be a soli- 
citor for yoar rister; if the latter, I have done withr> 
courts for ever; Opportuniti^. will often fall in ray 
way,. if I am used well, and I will then make it ray 
business. It is ray delight to do good offices, for people 
who want and deserve it,, and a tenfold delight to do it 
to a relatton of I^t, whos^ affairs Pdfr has so at heart. 
Ic have taken down his name and his case (not ker case ;) 
and whenever a proper time comes,. I will do all I can : 
that is enough to say when I can da no more ; and 1>. 
Iveg your pardon a thousand times, that I cannot do> 
better. J hope the dean of St. Patrick's^ is well of hb< 
fever : he has never wrote to me : L am glad of it f . 
pray don't desire him to write. I have dated your bill, 
late, because it must not comi|ience, youn^ women, till, 
the first of iN'ovember next. O, faith, I must be ise ;: 
yes, faith, must I ; else we shall .cheat Fdfr. Are you« 
good housewives . aad readers ? Are you walkers ? I. 
know you are gamesters. Are you drinkers ? Are yoU' 
-*— Hold, I must go no farther, for fear of abusing, 
fine ladies. Parvisc^.has not sent me one word bow her 
set this yearV tithes. Bray, ask whether tithes set well 
or ill this year. Bishop of Killaloe tells me weol bears • 
a good rate in Ireland ; btU bow is corn ?; I.dined yes- 
terday with Lady Orkney^, and we sat alone from two 
till eleven at night* You have beard of her, I suppose*^ 
I have twenty letters upon my hands, and am, so laa^ 
and so busy, I cannot answer them, and they grow upon^ 
Qu^ for several months. Have I. any apples at Laracor? 

V* Dr. St^me. . B. 
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It is strange eveiy year should blast tbem, when I took 
so much care for shelter. Lord Bolingbroke has been 
idle ^t his country house tliis fortnight, which puts me 
backward in business I have. . I am got into an ordi- 
nary room two pair of stairs, and see nobody, if I can 
help it; yet some puppies have found me out, and my 
man is not such an artist as Patrick at denying me. Pa- 
trick has been soliciting to come to me again, but in 
.vain. The printer has been here with some of the new 
wkhns* [Hrinted, and has taken up my time. I am just 
going out, and can only bid you farewell. Farewell^ 
dearest little MD. &c. 



LETTER LIV. 

London, Oct. 28, 1712. 

I HAVE been in physic this month, and have been 
better these three weeks. I stop ray physic, by the doc- 
tor's orders, till he sends me farther directions. DD 
grows politician, and longs to hear the peace is proclaim- 
ed. I hope we shall have it soon, for the Dutch are 
fully humbled ; and 'Prior is just come over from France 
for a few days ; I suppose upon some important affain 
I saw him last night, but had no private talk with him. 
Stocks rise upon his coming. As for my stay in Eng- 
land, it cannot be long now, so tell my friends. The 
parliament will not meet till after Christmas, and by 
that time the work I am doing will be over, and then 
nothing shall keep me. I am very much discontented 
at Parvisol, about neglecting to sell my horses, <&c. 

• One of these probably was, ** A l^ter from an old Whig in 
town to a modern Whig in the country, upon the late expediiion to 
Canada i^^ dated Oct. 23, 1712; and sold hy Morphew, 4to. Price 
2d. N. 
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Lady Masham is Dot yet brought to bed ; but we ex- 
pect it daily. I dined with her to day. Lord Boliog- 
Inroke returned about two months ago, and Prior about 
a week ; and goes back (Prior I mean) in a few days. 
l^Tio told you of my snuff-tbox and pocke^? Bid I ? I 
had a letter to day from Dr. Coghil, desiring me to get 
Bapboe for Dean Sterne, and ithe deanery for myself. 
I shall indeed, I have such obligations to Sterne. But, 
iiow^ver, if I am asked who will make a good bishop, I 
shall name him before any body. Then ctAnes another 
letter, desiring I would recommend a provost, supposing 
that Pratt"^ (who has been here about a week) will cer- 
tainly be promoted ; but I believe he will not. I pre- 
sented Pratt to lord treasurer, and truly young Moly- 
oeuxf would have had me present him too; but I di- 
rectly answered him " I would not, unless he had busi- 
ness with him." He is the son of one Mr. Molyneux 
of Ireland. His father wrote a book 4 I suppose you 
know it. Here is the duke of Marlborough going out 
ef England (Lord knows why) which causes many spe- 
eulatioDS. Some say he is conscious of guilt, and dare 
not stand it. Others think he has a mmd to fling an 
odium on the government, as who should say, that one, 
who has done such great services to his country, can- 
not live quietly in it, by reason of the malice of his 
enemies. I have helped to patch up these people to- 
gether once more. God knows how long it may last. 
i was to day at a trial between Lord Lansdown and 

• * 

• Dr. Bei^amia Pratt, provost of Trinity college. B. 
. f Samuel, son of William Molyneux, Esq. the friend and eorrev^ 
pondent of Mr. Locke. Mr. Samuel Molyneox was afterward secre- 
tary to George prince of Wales. He n^arried Lady Elisabeth Capell, 
•daughter of Algernon earl of Essex; and died about 1728. B. 

X ** The Case of Ireland^s being bound by Acts of Parliament in 
&gland (Uted, 1698," 8vo. B. 
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iiord Carteret, two iirieuda of mine. It was ia tfie^ 
iineeo's Baoch, lor about six thousand a year (or nioe^ 
I tbiDkO I sat under Lord* Chief Justiee Parker, ant 
Ids pea falliug down, I reached it up. He made me 
a low bow; and I was going to whisper him, '^that 
Ihad done good for evil;, for he would have takea 
mioe from me." I tokl it lord treasurer and Bolio|^ 
broke. Parker would not have known me, if several 
lords on the bench, and in the court, bowing, had not 
twmed every body's eye% and set them a whisperingi- 
I* owe the dog a spite, and will pay bira in two months 
«t forthest, if I can. So much for that But you must 
have chat, and I must say every sorry thing that cornel 
into my head. They say the queen will stay a month 
longer at Windsor. These devils of Grub-street rogtie%. 
that write the Fbfing Post and Medley in one paper,, 
will not be quiet. They are always mauling lord trea> 
gurer, Lord B<^iogbroke, and me. We have the dog: 
under prosecution, but Boliugbroke is not active enough^ 
but I hope to swinge him. He is a Scotch rogue, one 
Ridpath. TJiey get out upon bail, and write on. Wo 
take them again, and get fresh bail ; so it goes rouadi 
They say some learned Dutchman has wrote a. book» 
proving, by civil law, that we do them wrong by this 
fieace; but I shall show, by plain reason, that we hav^ 
suffered the wrong, and not they. I toil like a hoiBtr. 
and have hundreds of letters still- to read : and squeeas^ 
ft line out of each, or at least the seeds of a line.. StrsA 
ford goes back to Holland in a day or two, and I hope 
our peace is very near. I have about thirty pages^ 
more to write (that is to be extracted) which will b^ 
sixty in print. It is the most troublesome part of alV 
and I cannot keep myself private, tliough I stole intO' 
a room up two pair of stairs, when I came from Wipdi 
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for; but my present man has not yet leained bkkssoii 
of denying me dHicreetly.. 

30. The duchess of Ormond found me out to-day, and 
made me dine with her. Lady Masham is still expect*' 
log. She has had a cruel cold. I could not finish my 
letter last post for the soul of me. Lord Bolingbrokie 
has had my papers these six weeks, and done nothing to- 
them. Is Tisdall yet in tlie world ? I propose writing; 
controversies, to get a name with posterity. The duke 
of Ormond will not be over these three or four dayv 
I design to make him join with me in settling all right 
among our people. I have ordered the duchess to let 
me have an hour with the duke at his first coming, ta 
give him. a true state of persons and things. I believe 
the duke of Shrewsbury will hardly be declared your 
governor yet ; at least, I think so now ; but resolutioiML 
sUer very often. Duke Hamilton gave me a poiind ol^ 
muff to day, admirable good. I wish DD had it, ami' 
Ppt too, if she likes it. It cost me a quarter of an hour 
of his politics, which I was forced to hear. Lady Ork* 
ney is making me a writing tabl^ of her own contrivaoee^ 
and a bed nightgown. She is perfipQtly kind» like a iro*. 
ther. I think the devil was in it the other, day, that i- 
should talk to her of an ugly squinting cousm of hen^ 
and the poor lady herself, you know, squints like a drtt*. 
gon. The other day we had a long discourse with her 
atK)ut love ; and she told us a saying of her sister Fits* 
harding, which I thought excellent, ^ that in men, de- 
sire begets love ; and in women, love begets desire.*^ 
We have abundance of our old criers still hereabouts.. * 
I hear every morning your women with the old satin 
and taflkta, &c. the fellow with old coats, suits, or cloaks. 
Our weather is abominable of late. We have not two 
iderable days iu tweuty. I have lost money a^aisi tl 
Qlilh:^ with I^ Orkney and oUxets*^ ^tV^ ^^x ^S^ 
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this year I have lost but three-aDd-tweuty shillings; 
so that, consideriog card money, I am no loser. 

Our society hath not yet renewed their nseetings. I 
hope \te shall continue to do some ^ood this winter; 
and lord treasurer promises the academy for reforming 
our language shall soon go forward. I must now go 
hunt those dry letters for materials. Tou will see some- 
thing very notable, I hope. ^ So oMich for that. God 
Almighty bless you. 



LETTER LV. 

London, Nov. 15, 1712.* 

Bbforb this comes to your hands, you will have 
heard of the most terrible accident that hath almost 
ever happened. This morning, at eight, my man 
brought me word, that Duke Hamilton had fought with 
Lord Mohun, and killed him, and was brought home 
wounded. I immediately sent him to the duke's housC) 
in St. James's square ; but the porter could hardly an- 
swer for tears, and a great rabble was about the house. 
lo short, they fought at Feven this morning. The dog^ 
Mohuh was killed on the spot ; and while the duke waB 
over him, Mohun shortened his sword, stabbed him in at 
the shoulder to the heart. The duke was helped toward 
the Cake-house,+ by the ring in Hyde-park, (where 
they fought) and died on the grass, before he could reach 
the house ; and was brought home in hb coach by eight, 
while the poor duchess was asleep. Macartney and 

• Endorsed, ** Received Nov. 26, just come from Portraine.'» 
*f Of this house, still known by the name of The Cheesecake-hcnts^ 
tee two Views in Gent Mag. vol. LXXI. p. 401. and vol. LXXIK 
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Moe Hamilton were the seconds, who fought likewise, 
nd are both fled. I am told, that a footman of Lord 
ftlohun's stabbed Duke Hamilton ; and some say Ma- 
cartney did so too.' Mohun gave the affront, and jet 
ient the challenge. I am infinitely concerned for the 
poor duke, who was a frank, honest, good-natured man. 
I loved him" veiy well, and I think he loved me better. 
He had the greatest mind in the world to have me go 
vith him to France, but durst not tell it me : and those 
be did tell, said '' I could ftot be spared ;" which was 
true. They have removed the poor duchess to a lodg- 
iag in the neighbourhood, where I have been with her 
two hours, apd am just come away. I never saw so 
lielancholy a scene; for indeed all reasons for real 
grief belong to her ; nor is it possible for any body to 
be a greater loser in all regards. She has moved my 
Tery soul. The lodging was inconvenient, and they 
would have removed her to anothgr ; but I would not 
niffer it, because it had no room backward, and she must 
bave been tortured with the noise of the Grub-street 
screamers mentioning her husband's murder in her ears. 
I believe you have heard the story of my escape, in 
opening the band-box sent to the lord treasurer. The 
prints have told a thousand lies of it; but at last we 
gave them a true account of it at length, printed in 
* The Evening ;" only I would not suffer them to 
name me, having been so often named before, and teased 
to death with questions.''^ I wonder how I came to 

• The truth of the fact concerning the band-box sent to the lord 
tieanrer, we are informed, is as foUoweth t—On Tuesday morning, 
fte Ith instant, the penny-post man delivered a small parcel at the 
Iwiftreasurer's house, directed to his lordship's porter, in which upon 
Qpe&bg was found inclosed a band-box, directed to the lord treasurer. 
The box was carried up to my lord's bed-chamber, and delw«^^\a 
^ lofdafaip, who, stretching up the lid at to ^& 1ik« v^VOsa«».^ >^^N. 
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have 80 mueb preseDce of mind, which is usuaDj oojt 
TOf talent ; but so it pleased God, and I saved mj¥^ 
and him ; for there was a bullet piece. A gentlemaa 
told me, ' that if I bad been killed, the whigs wouU 
have called it a judgment, because the barrels were of 
inkhoms, with which I had done them: so much mm 
chief." There was a pure Grub-atreet of it, full of lies 
and inconsistencies. I do not like these things at aD» 
and I wish myself more and more among my willows. 
There is a devilish spirit ^mong people, and the mini|<' 
try must exert themselves, or sink. Night, dearest tky 
rahs, 111 go to sleep. 

tied it woold girc way, said, be saw a imtol; whereupon a gestleiiiii- 
in the room desired the box might be given to htm; he took it tp A» 
window, at some distaoice from my lord,, and opened it,, by cottiqg- 
with a penknife the packtiireads that fastened the lid. The inC 
thing that appeared was the stock and lock of a pocket pistol, \yia$ 
across, the middle of the band-box, and fastened at each end withlir* 
Bails. On each side of the fire-lock wer^e laid the middle pieces oC 
two large ink-horns charged with powder and ball, and touch bobs 
bored at the batt-ends of them , to which were fastened two linen bap^ 
of goQ'powder ; and at the other end of the bags were two qaiHi 
filled with wild- fire. These two artificial barrels were placed with 
the muzzles contrary ways, and the quill of one of them directeilP 
the pan of the pistol, as the other probablji was, though disordered W 
the carriage. The gentleman who opened, the box, apprdiepdim' 
some mischief was intended, would not touch the pistol-stock till hs 
had removed all the other ma<;hUies ; then gently widening the had) 
the nails which festened the stock at either end gave way. He fiMDf 
the firelock primed and cocked, and a piece of thread fastened to 4*. 
trigger, which he conceived he had cut in the opening. The flniU. 
nails which fastened. the stock at either end, were so contrived, thit 
by taking it up at the first view, as it was^natural to do with allthfr 
ipiplements about it, the cock would have gone down and fired t|e 
whole train, which would have immediately discharged both barrdh 
different ways : this could not have been avoided, had the piitrf' 
stock been pulled out with any force before the nails were lo<MeDed» 
and t^e thread cut whioh was tied to the triggjer.'* Postboy, Nor. tilh 
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]'6. I thought to have fiuished this yesterday ; but 
was too naucli disturbed. I sent a letter eaily this moro*- 
ing to Ladj Ma^am^ to beg her to write some comfort* 
log words to the poor duchess* I dined to-day with 
Lady Masham at Kensington, where she is, expecting 
Ibese two tnontlis to lie ia She has promised me to get 
the queen to write to the duchess kindly on this occfb* 
sion ; and to-morrow I will beg lord treasurer to visit 
Tind comfort hen I have been with her two hours again, 
and find her worse ; her violences not so frequent, but 
ber melancholy more formal and settled. She has 
abundance of wit and spirit ; about thirty-three years 
old ; handsome and airy, and seldom spared atiy body 
that gave her the least provocation ; by which she ^ad 
many enemies, and few friends. Lady Orkney, her 
nster-in-law, is come to town on this occasion ; and has 
beeo to see her, and behaved herself with great humani^ 
1y. They have been always very ill together, and the 
.poor duchess could not have* patience when people told 
her I went often to Lady Orkney's. But I am resolved 
to make them friends ; for the duchess is now no more 
thp object of envy, and must learn humility from the 
leverest master. Affliction. I design to make the minis- 
try put out a proclamation (if it can be found proper) 
against that villian Macartney. What shall we do with 
4he8e murderers ? I cannot end this letter to-night, 
and there is no occasion ; for I cannot send it till Tues- 
day, and the coroner's inquest on the duke's body is to 
be to-morrow ; and I shall know more. But what care 
you for all this ? Yes, MD is sorry for Pdfr's friends 5 
and this is a very surprising event. 'Tis late, and I'll 
^ io bed. This looks like journals. Night. 

17. I was to-day at noon with the duchess of Hamil- 
ton again, after I had been with Lady Orkney, and 
charged ber to be kind to ber risler m 9ffl[»^tv. ^\^ 
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ducliesB told me, '' Ladj Orknej had been with faer, tod 
that she did not treat her as gently as she ought.'' Thej 
hate one another, but I will try to patch it up. I have 
been drawing up a paragraph for The Post- Boy, to be 
out to-morrow, and as malicious as possible, and very 
proper for Abel Roper, the printer of it.* I dined at 

* Od Saturday morniDg last, about seven of the clock, the duke of 
Hamilton and the Lord Mobiin fought a duel in Hyde-park. His 
grace^g wcotid was Colonel Hamilton ; and his lordship's, M ^jor- 
General Macartney. The Lord Mohan died on the spot ; and mj 
lord duke, soon after he was brought home, who received the follow- 
ing wminds; one on the right side of bis leg, about seven inches long; 
another in his right arm ; the third in the upper part of his left 
breast, running downwards into his body, which was looked upon tb 
be tlie immediate occasion of his death ; the fourth wound was M 
the out«ide of bis left leg. My Lord Mohun received a very iaige 
wound in his groin ; another, on the right side through his body, up 
to the hilt Of his sword ; and the third in his arm ; and other wound!. 
Post-boy, Nov. 18.— In the same publication, iiov, 20, was the fol- 
lowing article, evidently written by Dr. Swift : " Major-General 
Macartney went three times to the duke's house with a challenge 
from the liord Mohun. On Friday last, at four in the afternoon, he 
delivered it to the duke, and was at the bagnio all night with wf 
Lord Mohun, who was observed to be seized with fear and trembliog 
at that time. They met at seven the next morning, with their » 
conds. Colonel Hamilton of the foot-guards for the duke, and Mir 
cartney for the Lord Mohun. Ther^ the duke told Macartney, tfaat 
his grace knew this was all of his contrivance, but that he shouU 
have a share in the dance ; for his friend Hamilton resolved to en- 
tertain &im. On Tuesday last a committee of council sate at tiie 
earl of Dartmouth's office, and the spectators of the duel were en- 
mined ; and we hear, that my lord duke and the Lord Mohun did 
not parry, but gave thrusts at each other, and the latter shorteoiflg 
his sword stabbed the duke in the upper part of his left breast, nm- 
Ding downwards into his body, (which wound, upon probing, wH 
about fourteen inches long,) who expired soon after he was put ints 
the coach. Colonel Hamilton received a wound in his right leg, and, 
going afterwards to the half-moon tavern in Cheapside, was dresssl 
by Mr. Woodward the qhirurgeon. His grace is universally lament 
ed by all men of honour and honesty, or who have, the least r^ard 
tor their queen and country, being a faithful subject, a true friend, a 
kind master, and a loving husband ; and, as a just reward for his ser- 
vices and sufierings, was pTeCerred to the greatest honours and tta- 
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lord treasurer's at six in the evening, which is his usual 
hour of returning from Windsor : be promised to virit 
the duchess to-morrow, and says " he has a message to 
her from the queen." 'Tis late : I have staid till past 
one with him. So night, dearest MD. 

18. -The committee of council is to sit this afternooo 
upon the affair of Duke Hamilton's murder, and I 
hope a proclamation will be out against Macartney. 
I was just now ('tis now noon) with the duchess, to let 
her know lord treasurer will see her. She is mightily 
indisposed. The jury have not yet brought in their 
verdict upon the coroner's inquest. We suspect Ma- 
cartney stabbed the duke while he was fighting. The 
queen and lord treasurer are in great concern at this 
event. I dine to-day again with lord treasurer ; bat 
must send this to the post-office before, because else I 
shall not have time ; he usually keeps me so late. Ben 
Tooke bid me write to DD to send her certificate, for it 
is high time it should be sent, he says. Pray make 
Parvisol write to me, and send me a general account of 
my affairs ; and let him know I shall be over in spring, 
and that by alt means he sells the horses. Prior has 
kissed the queen's hand, and will return to France in a 

jHoymenU of the crown. His graae is succeeded in honour and 
estates by his eldest son, who is about twelve jears of age. It is to 
be reinenibcred, that the Lord Mohun was t!ie person who gave the 
affront, which the duke, observing bim to be in drink, disdained to re- 
gard. But the faction, weary of him, resolved to employ him in some 
real service to their cauRe, and valued not what became of him, pro- 
vided he did their drudgery : for the dispute at law between the 
duke and his lordship had continued many years, without any per* 
looal quarrel of consequence. But this is the new expedient of the 
faction, band-boxes anc} bullies. Macartney is absconded ; but it is 
hoped a proclamation will soon be issued out for apprehending him, 
in order to bring him injustice. — N. B. This is the fourth persoatl^at 
my Lord Mohun had the misfortune to kill. His lordship's title' « 
ettinct" JN. 
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few daj(^ and Lord StraflTord to Holland ; and now Uns 
kioi^ of Spain has renounced hb pretensions to FraneC) 
the peace must follow very soon unavoidablj. Tda 
taiiist no more call Philip iidce <f Avjrn^ fo^ we now ab* 
knowledge him Ain^ rf Spain. Dr. Pratt tells me yda 
are all mad in Ireland with plaj-house frolicks, and pro- 
logues, and I know not what. The bishop of Clogher 
and his family are well : thcj have Iteard from you 
lately, or you from them, I have forgot which : I dioed 
there the other day ; but the bishop came not till after 
dinner ; and our meat and drink was very so so. Mr. 
Vedeau was with me yesterday, and inquired after you. 
He was a lieutenant, and is now broke, and upon half 
pay. He asked me nothing for himself ; but wanted an 
employment for a friend, ^ who would give a handsooM 
pair of gloves.'' One Hales sent me tip a letter the 
other day, which said you lodged in his house, aiii 
therefore desired I would get him a tivil employment 
I would not be within, and have directed my man fo 
give him an answer, " that I never open letters brougK 
tee by the writers," &t. I was complaibiog to a lady, 
^ that I wanted to mend an employment from forty to 
.isixty pounds a year in the salt office, and thought it 
hard I could not do It." She told me, " one Mr. Grif- 
fin should do it.*' And afterward I met GriJffiD at fact 
lodgings ; and he was, as I found, one I had beeti wo 
quainted with. I named Filby to him, and his abodft 
somewhere near Nantwich. He said frankly, " he had 
formerly examined tlie roan, and found he understood 
very little of bis business ; but if he heard he mended, 
he would do what I desired." I will let it rest awhikt 
and then resume h ; and if Ppt writes to Filby, Ae 
n^y advise him to diligence, &c. I told Griffin posi- 
tively, " I would have it done, if the man mended.'^ 
This is an account of PpC& commission to her idost hum^ 
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tile eenrant Pdfr. I have a world of writing to fioieh, 
aod little time ; these toads of miQisters are so slow in 
likar helps. This makes me sometimes steal a week 
from the exactness I used to write io MD. Farewell, 
dearest little MD, &e. Stnoke the folding of my letters 
"of late. 



!LETTER LVI. 

Londm, Dc&, 1 2, 1 7 fi. 

. ^i^RE is now a strange thing ; a lelter from MD iiii- 

Ipswered : never was before. I am slower, and MD is 

bfiter : but the last was owing to DD's certificate. Why 

tould it not be sent before, pray now ? Is it so hard for 

BD to prove she is alive ? I protest solemnly I am not 

able 10 write to MD for other tnisiness, but I will renew 

;Dy journal method next time. I iind it is easier, though 

jit contains nothing but where I dine, and the occurrences 

nithe day. I will write now but once in three weeks, 

VXL this business is off my hands, which must be in six, I 

Ithink, at farthest. O ! Ppt, I remember your reprlmatid- 

wg me for meddling in other people's afraii-s : I hav^ 

epoogh of it now with a Vengeance. Two women have 

Ibeen here six times apiece; I never saw tiiem yet. The 

finti ji^ve despatched w^lh a letter; the other I must 

iKe, aod teH her I can dp nothing for licr : she is wife of 

4me Mr. Connor, an old college acquaintance, and comes 

'ma a foolish errand, for some old pretentious, thai will 

lucceed when I am lord treasurer. I am got up two 

(ttir of stairs iti a private lodgin^:, and have ordered a!I 

my friends not to discover where I am ; yet ev^ry raorn- 

Sog two or three sets are plaguing me, and my present 

tenrant has not yet his lesson perfect of dcuyw^ tu^. \ 
vol*. xx/Jr. H 
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have written a hundred and thirty pages in folio to ht 
printed, and must write thirty more, which will make a 
large book of four shillings.* I wish I knew an oppor- 
tunity of sending you some snufT. I will watch who 
gees to Ireland, and do it if possible. J had a letter 
from Parvisol, and find he has set my livings very low. 
Colonel Uamilton, who was second to Duke HamiltOD, 
is tried to-day. I suppose he is come off, but have oot 
heard. I dined with lord treasurer, but left him by nine, 
and visited some people. Lady Betty, his daughter, 
will be marned on Monday next (as I suppose) to the 
marquis of Caermarthen. I did not know your couotry 
place had been Portrainc,f till you told me so in your 
last. Has Swanton taken it of Wallis ? That Walltf 
was a grave, wise coxcomb. God be thanked that Fpt 
is better of her disorders. God keep her so. The pam- 
phlet of " Political Lying" is wntten by Dr. Arbuth- 
not, the autlior of John Bull ; 'tis very pretty, but not 
so obvious to be understood. Hig^ins first chaplain to 
Duke Hamilton ? Why, Duke Hamilton never dreamt 
of a chaplain, nor I believe ever heard of Higgios. 
You are glorious newsmongers in Ireland — Dean Fran- 
cis, Sir Richard Leviuge, stuflT, stuff: and Pralt, more 
stuff. We have lost our fine frost here; and Abd 
Koper tells me you have had floods in Dublin ; ho, have 
you? Oh ho! Swanton seized Portraine. ^Now I un- 
derstand you. Ay, ay, now I see Portraine at the top 
of } our letter. I never minded it before. Nor to your 
second, N. 36. So, you read one of the Grub-streets 
about the bandbox. The whig papers have abused nac 
about the bandbox. God help me, what could I do? I 
fairly ventured my life. There is a' particular accouirt 

• This seems to be his History of the Peace of Utrecht, not pub- 
Jiihed till after his death. B. 
7 Or Prtrtracn, ab^ul seven mWe^Cvom Duhllo. F. 
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of it io the « Post Boy" and ** Evening Post" of that 
day.* Lord treasurer has had the seal sent him that 
sealed the box, and directions where to find the other 
fMstol in a tree in St. James's park, which Lord Boliag- 
broke's messenger found accordingly ; but who sent the 
present is not yet known. Duke Hamilton avoided the 
quan*el as much as possible, according to the foppish rules 
of honour in practice. ^ What signified your writing an- 
gry to Filby ? I hope you said notliing of hearing any 
thing from me. Heigii ! do you write by candlelight ! 
naughty, naughty, naughty dallah, a hundred times, for 
^iug so. O, faith, DDy I'll take care of myself ! The 
queen is in town, and Lady Masham's month of lying in 
ii within two days of being out. I was at the christen- 
log on Monday. I could not get the child named Robin 
aflcr lord treasurer ; it is Samuel, after the father. My 
brother Ormond sent me some chocolate to-day. I wish 
, you had share of it : they say it is good for me, and I 
design to drink some in the morning. Our society meets 
next Thursday, now the queen is in town; and lord 
treasurer assures me, that the society for reforming the 
haguBge shall soton be established. J have given away 
ten shillings to-day to servants. What a stir is here 
about your company and visits! Charming company, no 
iloubt. Now I keep no company, nor have I any de- 
ilre io keep any. I never go to a coflfee-house nor a ta- 
tem, nor have touched a card since I left Windsor. I 
nake few visits, nor go to levees ; my only debauch is 
fitting late where I dine, if I like the company. I have 
almost dropped the dqchesses of Shrewsbury and Hamil- 
ton, and several others. Lord treasurer, the duke of 
Ormond, and Lady Orkney, are all that I sec very 
<Aen. O yes, and Lady Masham and Lord Boliogi- 



* Stt before^ io the Jotimal of Nov. 15. 
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l)roke, and one or two private fneodfl. I makenofiguR 
but at coiirt, uliere I afiect -to turn from a imd to tte 
meaucit of mj acquaiotaoce,*^ and I love to go diere oa 
Sundays to see tlie workl. But, to sajr the truth, T m 
growing wearj cf it. I'dtsKke a miTlion of things in ikt 
course of public affairs ; and if I were to stay here modi 
longer, I am sure I ^ould ruin myself with «ndeavoitP 
iug to mend them. I am evoy day invited into schemei 
of doing this, but I cannot find any that will probaMf 
succeed. It is impossible to save people against their 
own will ; and I have been too much engaged in patei^ 
work already. Do yon understand all this stuff? Jf^k 
Well, then, you are now returned to omt)re, and thc-desO) 
aind Christmas y I wish you a very merry one ; and prif 
«kMi^t lose your money, nor play upon Watt IVeMCi 
■gome. Night, sirrahs, it is late, I'll go to sleep ; I dcNi^ 
sleep well, and therefore never dare to drink coffee # 
tea after diniter : but I am very sleepy in a mormnf 
This is the effect of wine and years. Night, deaicH 
MD. 

1 3. Morning. I am so very sleepy in the moruiflg) 
that my man wakens me above ten times; a^d now I 
«an tell you no news of this day. (Here is a restles 
^g, crying ^^ Cabbages and sarvoys," plagues me eveiy 
nioroiog about this time ; he is now at it. I wish tti 
laigest cat>bage were stiokirtg in his throat) I lodge 
Dver against tJie house in Little Rider-street, where 09 
lodged. Dflu't you rememS^er, misticss? To-night 4 
must see the Abbe Gautier, to get some particulais i' 
my history. It was he, who was flrst employed ^ 
France iu the overtures of peace, and I have not hi' 
time this month to sec him ; he is but a puppy too. I^ 
dy Orkney has just sent to invite me to dinner; sbelNi 

* This 18 pertectly eVukni^^lArUtic. N. 
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flot giveu me the bed olghtgown ; besides^ I am come- 
Yery mudi oflT (torn writiug iu b^\, though I am doing 
it tbb miuiue f but I stay till mj fu^e is bturot up. My 
grate is very large ; two bushels of coals ia a Areck : but 
I save it iii lodgings. Lord Abercoru is come to Lon- 
doD, and be will plague ine, aiui I cau do him no ser^^ 
¥ice. The duke of Siuewsbury goes iu a day or two 
(br France^ perhaps to-day. We shall have a peace very 
soou ; the Dutch are almost entirely agreed, aud if they 
stop, we shall make it without them ; that has been re- 
solved. Ooe squire JoDes> a scoiuidiel iu my parish,, 
has writ to me, to desire I would engage Joe Beaumont 
to give bim hb interest for pavliameut mau for him. 
imy tell Joe this;, and if he designed to vote for him- 
already, then he may tell Jgnes, '' that I received hi» 
leltet, and that I writ to Joe to do iL" If J^ be eur 
gvged for any other, then he may do what he will : andt 
lanrisol may say, ^' he spoke to Joe, and Joe is enr- 
aged," (&:c. I received three pair of fine thread stock- 
iugs from. Joe lately.. Pray ibank him when you sees. 
hm; aud thai I say " tliey are very (iue aud good,'' 
(I never looked at them, y ct^ but that's no matter.) Xhis 
is a fine day. . I am mined witli coaches and chairs thki 
tvelvepepny weatlier. I must see my brother OrmoQ<i; 
ajtcfeven, and theu the duchess of Hamilton, with whom. 
Ldeuft)! I am in disgrace, not having seen her these teo^ 
dhgps. 1 sejid tbis< to-day, and. must finish it now ; wt^- 
pailtt pg some people may come and hinder me ; for it i** 
tin •'dock (but not shaving day) and I must be abroad 
at eleveiL Abb^ Gautier sends me word I eaonot see 
UMtfiknight;. p-- take him! I don't value any thiug^ 
hit one letter he has^ of Petecum's^ showing the roguery 
^lim Dutch. Did not the " Conduct of the Allies'* 
»ake you great politicians ? Faith, I believe yoa a» 
3Dt(iuite ao l^poraat as I thou^l^j^. Ywbl^^^V^ 
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bear jou walked 00 much io the country. Does BB 
ever read to 7011, young woman ? O, faith, I shall fiod 
^stran^c doings when I come home ! ^Here is somebody 
coming that I must see, that wants a little place ; the 
son of cousin Rooke's eldest daughter, that died maigr 
years ago. He is here. Farewell, dearest MD, ¥% 
Mcy Lele. 



LETTER LVII. 

London, Dec. 18, 1 712. 

Our society was to meet to day ; but Lord Harlsgr, 
who was president this week, could not attend, beidi 
gone to Wimbleton with his new brother-in-law, tb^ 
young marquis of Caermarthen, who married Lady Be|p> 
ty Harley on Monday last; and lord treasurer is at 
Wimbleton too. However, half a dozen of us met, and 
I propose our meetings should be once a fortnight; for 
between you and me, we do no good. It cost roe nine- 
teen shillings to day for my club dinner ; I don't like it. 
We have terrible snowy slobbery weather. Lord Aber- 
corn is come to town, and will see me, whether I wil 
or not. You know he has a pretence to a dukedom* ia 
France, which Duke Hamilton was soliciting for ; bat 
Abercorn resolves to spoil their title, if they will not 
allow him a fourth part; and I have advised the dudi* 
ess to compound with him, and have made the minisUf 
of my opinion. Night, dear sirrahs, ML). 

19. How agreeable it is in a morning for Pdfr to wrjl*. 
journals again! It is as natural as mother's milk, now I 
am got into it. Lord treasurer is returned from Wiflr 

• or ChiMUQheravlt. B. 
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('tis not above eight miles oflf) aod sent for roe 
; with him at five; but I had the grace to be 
, aod dined with some others, with honest Ben 
, by invitation. The duchess of Ormond promL- 
her picture, and coming home to night, I found 
id the duke's both in my chamber. Was not that 
Y civil surprise ? Yes, and they are in fine gilded 
too. I am writing a letter to thank her; which 
end to-morrow moaning. I will tell her, ^^she is 
prude, that she will not let so much as her pic- 
alone in a room with a tnan, unless the duke's 
I it;'' and so forth. We are full of snow, aod 
ig. Lady Masham has come abroad these thrte 
nd seen the queen. I d'.ned with her the other 
her sister liill's. I hope she will remove in a 
fs to her new lodgings at St. James's from Keo- 
. Night, dear rogue.-, MD. 
I lodge up two pair of stairs, have but one ro^m, 
oy myself to every body almost ; yet 1 cannot be 
and all my mornings are lost with people, nho 
it take answers below stairs ; such as Dillj, and 
hop, and provost,- &c. Lady Orkney invited me 
ler to-day, which hindered me from dining witli 
easurer. This is his day, that his chief friends io 
uistry dine with him. However, I went there 
$ix, and sat with him till past nine, when they all 
•ff ; but he kept me back, and told me the circum- 
i of Lady B(;tty's match. The young fellow has 
L ready money, three great houses furnished, 
a year at present, and about five m^re after his 
and mother die. I think Lady Betty's portion 
above 8000/. I remember Tisdall writ to nie in 
>dy's letter, or you did it for him, that 1 ibhould 
m him on occasion to Lord Anglesey, with whom, 
d^ lie had some Jittie ac^uaiDlaiice. Iax^ K\^* 
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sey was with me to-night at lord treasurer's; and then I 
asked him about Tisdall, and described him. He said, 
^* he never saw him, but that he had sent him his book/* 
flee what it is to. be a puppy ! Pray tell Mr. Walte, 
'* that Lonl Anglesey thanked me for recommeDdiiig. 
Clements to him ; that he says, he is 20,000/. the better 
for knowing Clements.*' But pray don*t let Clements. 
^ and write a letter of thanks, and tell my lord, ** that 
he hears so and so," &c. Why, it is but like an Irish 
undcrstauding to do so« Sad weatl&cr ; two shilliagsini 
coaches to day, and yet I am dirty. I am now going 
to rt^ad over something, and correct it.* So, oight. 

21. Puppies have got a new way of plagiiiug me. T 
find Icttei-s directed for me at lord treasurer's sometinKs. 
with enclosed ones to him, and sometimes with projeets^ 
and sometimes with libels. I usually keep them three 
or four days without opening. I was at court to day,, 
as 1 always am on Sundays, instead of a colTee-hoiise, ' 
to see my acquaintance. This day se^onight, after I bad 
been talking at court with Sir William Wyndham, the 
Spaniefa ambassador came to him, and said, *^J\e heard 
that was Dr. Swift;" and desirecl him te tell me, ^that 
his master, and the ki|j)g of France, and the queeo^ were 
more obliged to me than any man in Europe ;^' so we 
bowed, and shook hands, &c. I took it very well o^ 
him. I dined with lord treasurer, aiu! must again to- 
morrow, though I had rather not (as DD says ;) bat 
now the queen is in town, he does not^ keep me so late. 
I have not had time to see Fanny Manley since she 
came ; but intend it one of these days. Her uncle. Jack 
Manley, I hear, cannot live a month, which will be a 

* Morpbew puUished,. od the 27tfa, *' The Parliament of Birds;*^ 
and ** A Letter to the Marquu de *^^xCOiic«auog a book, iatiluIlA 

''Tiiei^ighu of Europe." N.. 



JOirBJ!rAL TO' STELLA. ll»« 

ftat' km to her father io IreHuad, for I: believe he u 
m of hia chief supports. Oyr peace now will bood be 
eterralDed;. foi* Ijord- BoliDgbroke tells me this morK* 
\§, that four peoviiice^of Holland, have complied with^ 
le queen, and we esepeei the rest will do so immediate^ 

22. Lord keeper promised me yesterdnj the first eon* 
Boieot nriog to poor Mr. iivery,^ who is married, and* 
mil» some addition to what he has. He is a very wor- 
vy creature. I had a letter some weeks ago from £1-* 
kk, who maiTied Bettj Geiy. It seems the poor wo- 
110 died some time last summer. Etwick gvows ricb^ 
nd purchases ]and& I dined with lord treasurer to- 
Bf, who has engaged me to come again to-morrow. I 
sve Lord- Boiingbroke a poem of Famell's. I made^ 
'aniell insert some compliments in it to his lordship. 
fc is extremely pleased with it, and read some parts of 

to-day to lord treasurer, who liked it as much. And 
kdeed be outdoes all our poets here a bar's length. Lord 
Mn^NPoke has ordered me to bring him- to dinner on 
Ibristmas day, and- 1 made lord treasurer promise to 
!e him : and it may one day do PanielL a kindness* 
f^oa know Farnell. T believe Fhave told you of that 
•era. Nighty dear MD. 

23. . This moreiog I presented one Diaper, f a poet, to 
lord BoHhgbroke^ with. a new- poern,!^^ which is^a very 
nod one;. ai»d I anr to glv« him^ a sum of money from. 
ly lord ; and I have contrived .to make a parson of him, 
Sr be is- half one alrea^ly, being iu . deacon's oi-ders, 

* Mr. Gery, mtm of Letcoxnbe, in Berks to whoiw house Dr. 
NUl retired about ten vreeks before Qiiepn Anae\<y (iratli, oo occauoii 
(tlie incurable hrcacb betwcco the caii of Oxford and Lord Viscotint 
iolingbro&c. B. 

f Author of the " Sea Eclof hcp," mentioned before. W . 

! •* Dryadcs, or the iVjinph's Pr6fli«cyVV7\V ^''^'^» ^- 

il 2 
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and fecrves a small cure in the couDtiy ; but has a tworS 
at his tail here in to wo. It is a poor, little, short wretch, 
but will do best in a gown, and ve will make lord keeper 
give him a living. Lord Bolingbroke writ to lord tret- 
sarer to excuse me to-daj ; so I dined with the former 
and Monteleon, the Spanish ambassador, who made me 
many compliments. I staid till nine, and now it is past 
)fCn, and mj man has locked me up, and I have just calk 
cd to mind that I shall be in disgrace with Tom Leigh. 
That coxcomb had got into acquaintance with one £c- 
kershall, clerk of the kitchen to the queen, who was dvil 
to him at Windsor on my account ; for I had done sogM 
service to fickcrshall. Leigh teases me to pass an even- 
ing at his lodgings with Eckcrshall. I put it oflf several: 
times, but was forced at last to promise I woufd come to* 
night ; and it never was in my head till I was locked 
up, and I have called and called, but my man is gone 
to bed ; so I will write an excuse to-morrow. I detest 
that Tom Leigh, and am as formal to him as I can when 
I happen to meet him in tlie park, The rogue fi-ets ne 
if he knew. it. He asked me, '^ Why I did not wait on 
the bishop of Dromore?'"'^ I answered, ^' I had not the 
honour to be acquainted with him, and would not pre- 
sume,*' &c. He takes me seriously ; and says^ '' The 
bisliop is no proud man," &c He tells me of 9 judge 
in Ireland, that has done ill things. I ask, "" Why he is 
uot out ?" Says he, *^ I think the bishops, and you, and 
I, and the rest of the clergy, should meet and consult 
about it." I beg his pardon, and say,. ^*I caunot be 
serviceable that way." He answers, " Yes, every body 
may help something." — Don't you see how curiously he 
continues to vex me; for the dog knows, that with half 
a word I could do more than all of them together. But 
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ht only does it from the pride and envy of his. own 
henrt, and not out of a humorous design of teasing. He 
is one of those that iiould rather a service should not be 
done, than done by a private man, and of his own coun- 
try. Tou take all this; don't you. Night, sirrahat 
I will i^o to sleep. 

24. I dined to-day with the chancellor of the exche- 
qner,* in oixier to look over some of my papers, but op- 
thing was done. I have been also mediating betweeo 

-the Hamilton family and Lord Abercorn, to have ihera 
-compound with him; and I believe they will do it. 
•Lord Selkirk, the late duke's brother, is to be in town, 
in order to go to France, to make the demands ; and the 
ministry are of opinion, tliey will get some satisfaction, 
and they empowered me to advise the Hamiltou side 
to agree with Abercorn, who asks a fourth part, and will 
go to France and spoil all if they don't yield it. Night, 
«irralis. 

25. I carried Parnell to dine at Lord Bolingbroke's, 
and he bt;haved himself very well : and Lord Boling- 
•broke is mightily pleased with him. I was at St. James's 
.chapel by eight this morning ; and church and sacrament 
.were done by ten. The queen has got the gout in her 
liaod, and did not come to church to-day ; and I staid 
iK> long in my chamber, that I missed going to court. 
Did I tell you, that tlie queen designs to have a draw- 
ing room and company every day ? Night, dear rogues* 

26. I was to wish the duke of Ormond a happy 
Ciiristmas, and give half a crown to his porter. It will 
cost me a dozen half crowns among such fellows. I 
dined with lord treasurer, who chid me for being absent 
three days. Mighty kind, with a p — ; less of civility, 

* Robert Bcbsoo, £^;]. 6. 

b3 
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and more of interett ! We hetr. Macarlaej*- k goiMi 
over to Irelaud. Was it not conical foe a^^DtkiMo to 
be set upoa by highwaymen, and to teU them lie was.. 
Maaxrimy ? Upon which they brought him to. a jua* 
tke of peace, iii hopes of a reward, and the rpgues wei» 
scut to gaoL Was it not great presence of mkid ? Bat 
may be you heard of (his ahready; for there was a,- 
Gnib'Street of it. Lord Bolijigbroke told jne, "' I mugt- 
walk away to-day when dinner was done, because had 
tveaaurer, and he, a^d another were to enter upon Ink 
sinesB ; but I said, ^ it was as fit I should know their bife* 
siness as any body, for I was . to justify.'' So the rttt, 
went, and I staid, amt it was so important, I was like 
to sleep oyer it. I left them at nine, and it is bow. 
twelve. T^igbt, MD. 

27. I dined to-day with General Hill, governor d- 
Dunkirk. Lady Masham and Mrs. Hill, his two at* 
ters, were of the company, and there have I. been sit'. 
ting this evening till eleven, looking over others at play ;, 
fsr I liave left -off loving play myself; .and I thiak:. 
Ppt is now a great gamester. I have a great cold oa 
me, not quite at its height I have them seldoai, aadi 
therefore. ought to, be. patient. I met Mr^ Addison and^ 
pastoral Philips en. the mall to-day^ 8odlook..a turu withi 
them; but th^ both looked terribly dvy aad fcold A. 
curse of pairty ! And do you know I iiave takeu moie • 
pains to recommend the wlug wits to^ Uie fiv-our and; 
mercy of the ministers, than any other people* Steele 
} have kept in his place. Congreve I have got to be 
used kindly^ and secur^. Rowe I hav^^ recommended^ 
and got a promise of a plao(e. Philips 1 should certain - 
ly have provided for if he, had not run party mad^^ 

J^ MacartQej was Lord Mohun^s second, in tke duel bctvccn hinoi 
j«d Dake Hamiiton, and fted on VVx^it. occ3L«v<)ti. IL 
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iod made me withdraw my recenMneodatioiui; and^ 
I set Addison so right at first, that he might have been 
eB|>lo3^ed, aod have partlj secured him the pla€e he 
has: yet I am worse used by that faotioo than anj man* 
Well, go to cards, sirrah Ppt, and dreis the wiue and, 
oraoge, sirrah Me^^ and I'H go sleep;. li is late* Kight, . 
MD. 

28. Mj edd is^«> bad, that I could not ga to cburck: 
to-dajp, oor to courts but I was engaged to Lord Ork? 
iiey*s^ with the duke of Ormoud, at dioDer; and vei^ 
twed, because I could cough and spit there as I p1ea» 
ed« The duke, and Lord Arran left us, and I havik 
been sitting ever since with Lord and Lady Orkney. 
tiU past eleven ; and my cold is worse, aod makes me 
giddy. I hope it is only my cpld. O, says Ppt, everx 
body is gid^ with a cold ; I hope it isno mere ! But, 
I^ go to bed, ht the fellow has bawled. past twelve. 
IlJ'ight, dears. 

29. I got out early to^y, and scaped 'all my duns*. 
I went to se& Lord Bolingbroke about some bumess^. 
and truly he was. gone out too. I. dined in the cily^. 
upoD the broiled leg of goose, and a bit of a bacon, with . 
nsy printer. Did I teU you that I forbear printing what I"^ 
baveift baud, till the court decides something about me? ' 
I will contract no more enemies, at least I will not im^ 
Utter wone those I have already, till I have got undet^ 
shdtet ;.. and the miuisters know my resoliHioti, so that 
yott nay be disappointed in seeing this thing as soon aa . 
yoH expected. I hear lord treasurer ia out of order*. 
My cold is veiy bad. Every body has oue. Nighti 
djcar rogues. 

30. I suppos&thbi will be full by Setusday. DidEe oF 
Ohmond, Lord Arran, and I, dined privately to-day at: 

* i^re Mfi plainly meaas Din^ley . '^. . . 
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an old serrant's houre of lits. The council made us pait 
at SIX. One Mrs. Ramsay dined with us; an old lady 
of about aiiy-five, that vre are all very fond of. I call- 
ed this evening at lord treasurer's, and sat with him two 
hours. lie has been cupped for a cold, and has been 
very ill. He cannot dine with Pamell and me at Lord 
Bolin«:broke's to morrow ; but says he will see Pamdl 
some other time. I hoise up Pamell, partly to spite 
the envious Irish folks here, particularly Tom Leiglr. 
I saw the bishop of Clogher's family to-day ; ratss ii 
mightily ill of a cold, and coughs incessantly. Nigbt^ 
MD. 

31. To-day Parnell and I dined with Lord Boling* 
broke, to correct Parnelfs poem. I made him show all 
the places he disliked ; and when ParntJl has corrected 
it fully, he shall print it. I went this evening to sit 
with lord treasurer. He is better, and will be out in t 
day or two. I sat with him while tlie young folks went 
to supper ; and then went down, and there were the 
young folks merry together, having turned Lady Oxford 
up to ro} lord, and I staid with them till twelve. There 
was the young couple, Lord and Lady Caermartheo, 
and Lord and Lady Dupplin, and Lord Ilarh^y and T. 
and the old folks were together above. It looked like 
what I have formerly done so often ; stealing together 
from the old folks, though indeed it was not from poof 
lord treasurer, who is as young a fellow as any of us : 
but Lady Oxford is a silly mere old woman; My cold 
is still so bad, that I have not the least smelling. I av 
just got home, and 'tis past twelve; and I'll go to bei, 
and settle my head, heavy as lead. Night, MD. 

Jan. 1 . A great many new years to dearest little MIX 

Pray God Almighty bless you, and send you ever hap* 

py ! I forgot to tell you, that yesterday Lord Abercora 

was here, teasing me abwl Y»a £t^ti^Yi ^Oorj^^s^dw^ 
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pectio^ my partiality to Uie Hamilton family, ib such » 
iFhimsical manner, that Dr. Pratt, who was by, thought 
he was mad. He was no sooner gone, but Lord Ork- 
ney sent to know, whether he might come and sit with 
me half an hour upon some business. I returned an- 
swer that I would wait on him ; which I did. We dis- 
coursed awhile, and he left me with Lady Orkney ; 
and in came the earl of Selkii'k, whom I had never seen 
before. He is another brother of Duke Hamilton, and 
IS ^ing to France, by a power from his mother the old 
duchess, to negotiate their pretensions to the duchy of 
Chlittellherauld. He teased me for two hours in spite 
of my teeth, and held my hand when I offered to stir; 
would have had me engage the ministry to favour him 
against Lord Abercorn, and to convince them, that Lord 
Abercorn had no pretentions ; and desired I would also 
convince Lord Abercorn himself so ; and concluded, he 
was sorry I was a greater friend to Abercorn than 
Hamilton. I had no patience, and used him with some 
plainness. Am not I purely handled between a couple 
of puppies ? Ay, says Fpt, you must be meddling in 
other folk's affaii-s ! I appeal to the bishop of Clogher 
whether Abercorn did not complain, " that I would not 
let him see me last year, and that he swore he would 
take no denial from my servant when he came again." 
The mioiste^'s gave me leave to tell the Hamilton fami- - 
ly, "' it was their opinion, that they ought to agree with 
Abercorn." Lord Anglesey was then by, and told 
Abercorn ; upon which he gravely tells me, '^ I was 
commissioned by the ministers, and ought to perform my v 
commission," &c. But I'll have done with them. I 
have warned lord treasurer and Lord Bolingbroke to 
beware of Selkirk's teasing, pox on him ! yet Abercora 
vexes me more. The whelp owes to me all the kiadw.- 
cep'.ioDs he has bad from the miai&Viy. \ ^\\i^^ W^vj 
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at lord IreaMirer^B with the fouog folks, and sat wilHi 
lord treaiuper till nine, and thea was foraed to Ladf 
MashamVi and sat there till twehre, talkiag of affainK. 
till I an out of' haaioar, aa eveiy one must, that knovi 
tiiem inwardly^ A thousand thiugiB wToiig» most of theor 
easj to mend ; jet our schemes ayailiog at best but Hi- 
de, and sometitties nothtbg at all. One evil, which F 
twice patched up with the hazard of all: the oreditt 
had, is DOW spread more than ever. But burn politicly, 
and send me from courts and ministers ! N%ht, deareil' 
»tUe MD. 

2. I sanntered about thra morning; and went with Dr*. 
Pratt (o a picture anctiou, where I had Wkt to be drawB< 
In to buy a picture that I was fond of ; but, it seensi 
was good for nothing. Pratt was there,, to buy soaie'- 
pictures for the bbhop of Cloglier, who resolves to lay 
out ten pounds to furnish his house with curious pieces.. 
We dined with the bishop, I being by chance diseo* 
gaged. And this evening I sate with the bishop of Os- 
sory* who is laid up with the gout The French am- 
bassador, Duke d^Aumont, came to town to-night ; and' 
the rabble conducted him home with shouts. I canool' 
smell yet, though my cold begins to breaks It continues 
cruel hard frosty weather. Ga and be merry, little^ 
sirrahs. 
* 3. Lord Dupplin and I went with Lorft'^atid Lady 
Orkney tliis rooming at tea to Wimbledon, six miles oS, 
to see Lo»l and Lady Caermartfacn. It . is much the 
finest place about this town. Did you never see it ? ' t 
was once there beforCj about five yeafs ago. You knoff 
Lady Caemiarthen is lord .treasurer's daughter, married 
about tliree weeks ago. I hope the young fellow will 
be a good husband. I . must send this away now* t 

^Qt. John UartaUm^r, traiiAa\tt\ 1* ^yitrj Vn Vi\^ ^, 
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csime back just by nigbt fall, cruel cold weather. I'lfe 

take my leave. I for^t how MD'ft aceounte^ are* 

Sraj let me know always timely before MD wauts; and. 

pray give the bill oo the other side to Mrs. Brent as. 

usual. I believe I. have not paid her thi^ gjreat while* 

Oo, play at cards. Love Pdfr. Night, MD, TW, Mc». 

Lelc. The six odd sliillings, tell Mrs. Brent, are for her 

new year's gift. I am just now told, that poor deiC; 

JjuSj Asbbuniham, tlie duke of Ormond's daoghter, 

died yesterday, at her country house. The poor crea* 

ture was with child. She was my greatest favourite^ 

aod I am 10 excc^ve concern for her loss. I hard! j 

knew a more valuable person on alt accounts.. You. 

mmt have heard me talk of her. I am afraid to sec 

the duke and duchess. She was naturally very healthy ;. 

I fear the has been thrown away for want of care. Prajr 

pondole with me. 'Tis extremely moving."*^ Her loni 

Is a puppy ; and I shall never think it worth ray while 

to be troubled with him, now he has lost all that was 

Valuable in his possession ; yet I think he used her 

pretty well. I imte life, when I think it exposed to 

such accidents i aud ta fee so many thousand wretchec 

bnrdening the earth,, while such as her die, makes mc^ 

think God pever did ioteod life for ik blesslug. F«i^ 

well. 



* From these expresdoos, and those, he uses in the accouDtof tl|i^ 
Ruches ofHam^toa^s aflSictioa on the death of her husband, Swift- 
•ypevt to have bad a strong sympathy in the distress of others j 
ifhick he has seoerally, ereoa^ by ti&ti advpttatfA, been suppas^ ^ 
vant. H. 
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LETTER LVIIL 

Ijondon^ Jan. 4, 1712-13. 

I ENDED my last with the melancholy news of poc 
Lady Ashburnhaors death. The bishop of Cloghc 
and Dr. Pratt made me dine with them to-day i 
Lord Mountjoy V pursuant to an engBe;cmeut, which 
had forgot. Lady Mounjoy told me, ^' that IVJacartoe 
was got safe out of our clutches, for she had spoke wit 
one who had a letter from him from Hollaiid/' Otlie 
say the same thing. As 1 left Lord Mountjo} 's, I sa 
the duke d'Aumont, tlie French ambassador, goin^ frd 
Lord Bolingbrokc's, where he dined, to have a prival 
audience of the queen. I followed, and went up to coui 
where there was a great crowd. I was talking wit 
the (Mike of Ar^yle, by the fire-side in the bed chambe 
when the ambassador came out from the queen. Ai^l 
presented me to him, and Lord Bolin^broke and n 
talked together awhile. He is a fine gentleman, som 
thing like the duke of Orraoud, and just such an expe> 
give man. After church to-day, I showed the bishop 
Clogher, at court, who was who. ^ight, my two de] 
rogues. 

5. Oiir frost is broke, but it is bloody cold. Lm 
treasurer is recovered, and went out this evening to tl 
queen. 1 dined with Lady Oxford, and then sate wil 
lord treasurer till he went out. He gave me a letti 
from an unknown hand, relating to Dr. Brown, bishc 
of Cork, recommending him to a better bishoprick, as 
person who opposed Lord Wharton, and was mtfJle 
bibliop on that account, celebrating him for a great polit 
clan, &c. In short, all directly contrary to his chars* 
tei:, which I made bold to ex. iai . What dogs thei 
are in the world \ 1 ^«a vq «^^ vU^ ^oor duke aa 
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duchess of Oroaood this morniDg. The duke vas iu hif 
public room, with Mr. Southwell aud two more gentle- 
men. When Southwell and I were alone with him, he 
talked something of Lord Ashburnhao], that he was 
.afraid the whigs would get him ^gain. He bore up as 
ixell as he could, but something falling accidentally io 
discourse, the tears were just falling out of his eyes, and 
I looked ofTto give him an opportunity (which he took) 
of wi{)ing them with his handkerchief. I never saw 
any thing so moving, nor such a mixture of greatness 
of mind, and tenderness and discretion. Night, dear- 
est MD. 

6. Lord Bolingbroke, and Parnell, and I dined, bj 
iovitation, with my friend Dartineuf,'''' whom you have 
heard me talk of. Lord Bolingbroke ]ike» Parnell 
mightily ; and it is pleasant to see, that one who hardly 
passed for any thing in Ireland makes his way hei'e with 
a little friendly forwarding. It is scurvy rainy weather, 
and I have hardly been abroad to-day, nor know any 
thing that passes. Lord treasurer is quite recovered* 
and I hope will take care to keep himself well. The 
duchess of Marlborough is leaving England, to go te 
her duke, and makes presents of rings to several frienrlF^ 
they say worth two hundred pounds apiece. I am sure 
she ought to give me one, though the duke preteiHifd 
to think me his greatest enemy, and got people to tell 
me so, and very, mildly to let me know how gladly he 
would have me softened toward him. I bid a lady of 
hu acquaintance and mine let liira know, '* that I had 
hindered many a bitter thing against him ; not for his 
own. sake, but because I thought it looked base ; and I 

* This gentleman, whose name was spelt Darti/iuenavey m mention- 
ed, on account of his taste for go^xl eating, by Mr. Pope, in hh imi- 
tation of the second Epistle of the second Book of Horace, ver. 87. 

" Whm Ol^M l«rei what DarUacuS dft\.f^:^ "^ 
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desired every thing should be left him, except poff 
Wight, MD. 

7. I dined with Lord imd Laily Masham te-day 
this eveiiiiig played at ombre with Mrs. Yanhoii] 
merely for amuBcment. Tlie miuisters-have got m; 
pers, and wiH neither read there, uor give them to 
and I caa hardly do any tiling. Ytry waim si 
weather, but I made a shift to get a walk ; yet 1 
half of it> by shaking oiT Lord Rochester,^ who 
good, civil, simple man. The blbhop of Ossoryf 
Dot be bishop cf Hereford, to the great grief of bii 
aod his wife. And what is MD doing now, I woe 
Playiog at eards with the dean and Mi's. Walls ? 1 1 

• 

U is not certain yet that Macartney is escaped, 
plagued with tad authors, ver&e and prose, who 
me their books and poems, the vilest trasli I ever \ 
but I have given their names to my man, never t 
tfiem see me.- I have got weak ink, and it is 
white ;| and I dont sec that it turns black at all. 
go to sleep ; it is past twelve. liiglit, MD. 

8. You roust understafid that I am in my geera 
have got a chocolate-pot, a present from Mrs. A 
Clogher, and some chocolate from my brother On 
and I treat felts sometinies. I dined with lord ti 
ver at five o'clock to-day, and was by while h< 
Lord BolingtB'oke were at business ; for it is fit I si 
know all that passes now, because, «Sdc. The du^ 
Ormoud employed me to speak to lord treasurer to 
about an alTair, and I did so ; and the duke spoke 

^'iflenrjr Hyde, son of Laurenee, earl of Kochetter, joungt 
«)f the Lord Chancellor Clarendon. This Henry succeeded to 
tie of earl of Clarendon, March 31, 1723, on the death of Ed 
the third earl of Clarendon. B. 

t Dr. John Hartst<»ige, 1693k-17I4^ K^ 
t Jt tail resuiifs mh ^ • 
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■«elf two hours bcsfore ; which vexed roe, and I wiH 
cliide the duke aboot it I^U tell you a good thing 4 
Ibere is not one of the -niinistiy bat what tviII emploj 
me, as gravely to speak for theoi to lord treasurer, as if 
1 were their brother, or hk ^ and I do it as gravely ^ 
though I know tliej do it only because they will not 
inak« thefBselves ueeasy, or had rather I should he de* 
Bied than they. I befieve our peace will not be fioish^ 
ed tliesc two months ; for I think we must have a re- 
liim from Spain fay a messenger, who will not go till 
Sunday next. Lord treasurer has invited me to dine 
with him again to-nionow. Your commissioner, Kcat- 
tcy, is to be there. Niglit, dear little MD. 

^. Dr. Pratt drank chocolate with me this mornii^ 
and then we walked^ I was yesterday with him to see 
Lady Betty Butler grieving for her sister AshburnhartL 
The jade was in bed in form, and sl)e did so eaut, she 
made me sick. I meet Tom Leigh every day in the 
park, to preserve his liealth. He is as ruddy as a rose, 
and tells me his bishop of Dromore recovers very muclu 
That Ini^bop has been very near dying. To-day's Ex- 
BDhier talks of the play of " What is it like ?" and y om 
will tiuBk it to be mine, and be bit ; for I ha\'e no hand 
10 these papers at all. Fdiued with lord treasurer, and 
ihall again to- morrow, which is his day wlien all the mi* 
idsteiB dioe with him. He calls it whipping d»y. It 
-is always on Saturday, and we do indeed usually rally 
him about his faults on that day. I was of the original 
club, when only poor Lord Rivers, lord keeper^^ and 
Lord Boliogbroke came ^ but now Ormond, Anglesey, 
lord steward, Dartmouth, and other rabble intrude, and 
I scold at it ; but now they pretend as good a title as 
I ; and indeed many Saturdays I am not there. The 
Company being loo many, I don't love it. I^i^h^ ^Y^. 
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10. At seven Ibis eveoiii";, as we sate after dioner al 
lord treasurer's, a servaot said, Lord Peterborow was at 
the door. Lord tres^^urer and Lord Bolingbroke went 
out to meet him, and brou/^ht him in. He was just re- 
turned from abroad, where he has been above a year. 
Soon as he saw me, he left the duke of Ormond and 
other lordSi and ran and kissed me before he spoke to 
them;* but chid me terribly for not writing to hio^ 
which I never did this last time he was abroad, not know- 
ing where he was; and he changed places so oHen, it wai 
impossible a letter should overtake him. He left Eng- 
land with a bruise, by his coach overturning, that made 
him spit blood, and was so ill, we expected eveiy poit 
to hear of his death ; but he outrode it, or outdrank it, 
or something, and is come home lustier than ever. He 
is at least sixty, and has more spirits than any jtmf 
fellow I know of in England. He has got the old Oxford 
regiment of horse, and I believe will have a garter. I 
love the hang-dog dearly. Night, dear MD. 

11. The court was crammed to day, to see the French 
ambassador ; but he did not come. Did I never tell yoa, 
that I go to court on Sundays as to a coflfee-house, to see 
acquaintance, whom I should not otherwise see twice a 
^ear? The provost and I dine with Ned Southwell, by 
appointment, in order to settle your kingdom, if my 
scheme can be followed ; but I doubt our ministry wiH 
be too tedious. You must certainly have a new parlitH 
ment ; but they would have that a secret yet. Our par- 
liament here will be prorogued for three weeks. Those 
puppies the Dutch will not yet come in, though they 
pretend to submit to the queen in every thing ; but they 
would fain try first how our session begins, in hopes io 

* The Dean had addressed some rerset to him in the yeu* 1706- 
See them io vol. X. I^. 
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embroil us in the house of lords : and if my advice had 
been taken, the session should have begun, and we would 
have trusted the parliament to approve the steps already 
made toward the peace, and had an address perhaps 
from them to conclude without the Dutch, if they would 
oot agree. Others are of my mind, but it is not reckon- 
ed so safe, it seems; yet I doubt whether the peace will 
bs ready so soon as three w^eks, but that is a secret. 
Night, MD. 

12. Pratt and I walked into the city to one Bateman'o, 
a famous bookseller for old books. There I laid out 
fiur pounds like a fool, and we dined at a hedge ale- 
house, for two shillings and two pence, like emperors; 
Let me see, I bought Plutarch, two volumes, for thirty 
shillings, &c. Well, I'll tell you no more; you don't 
uoderstand Greek. We have no news, and I have no- 
tliing more to say to day, and I can't finish my work. 
These ministers will not find time to do what I would 
have them. So night, own dear dallars. 

13. I was to have dined to-day with lord keeper; but 
would not, because that brute Sir John Walter was to be 
one of the company. You may remember he railed at 
me last summer was twelvemonth at Windsor, and has 
never begged my pardon, though he promised to do it ; 
^iid Lord Mai^sel, who was one of the compaqy, would 
certainly have set us together by the ears, out of pure 
roguish mischief. So I dined with lord treasurer, where 
there was none but Lord Bolingbroke. I staid till eight, 
and then went to Lady Orkney's, who has been sick, 
and sat with her till twelve. The parliament was pro- 
rogued to day. as I told you, for three weeks. Our wea- 
ther is very bad, and slobbery, and I shall spoil my new 
hat (I have bought a new hat) or empty my pockets. 
DoesHaukshaw pay the interest he owes? Lord Abec- 
coru plagues me to death. I have uo\9 xioV. ^k^N^ %v^ 
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)people to provide for, and about as many to do good ot^ 
ifices to$ and thrice as many that I will do nothing kf) 
nor can I if I would. Night, dear MD. 

14. To-daj I took tlie circle of morning visits. I 
^ent to the duciiess of Ormond, and there was i^e, aoi 
Lady Betty, and Lord Ashburnham together : this w« 
Ihe first time tlie mother and daughter saw each otbor 
^uce Lady Ashburnham^s death. They were both ift 
tears, and T chid them for being together, and made Li- 
dy Betty go to her own diamber ; tlien sat a while vitb 
the duchess, and went after Lady Betty, and all was 
well. There is something of farce in all these mourn- 
ings, let them be ever so serious. People will pretend 
to grieve more than they really do, and that talces off 
from their true grief. I then went to the duchess of Hft- , 
tnilton, who never grieved,^ but raged, and stormed, eod 
ruled. She is pi*etty quiet now, but has a diaboliti) 
temper. Lord keeper and his son, and their two ladies^ 
and I, dined to-day with Mr. Caesar, treasurer of thfc 
navy, at his house \h the dty, where he keeps his office. 
Wc happened to talk of Brutus, and I said something ia 
Ills praise, when it struck me immediately, that I ha^ 
made a blunder in doing so ; and therefore I recollected 
myself, and said, " Mr. Ccesar, I beg yodr pardon." So 
we laughed, &c. Night, my own dearest little rogues^ 
MD. - 

15. I foi^ot to tell you, that last flight I had a pre- 
sent sent me (I found it when I came iiome in my cbao^ 
hex) of the finest wild fowl I ever saw, with the vileiil 
letter, and from the vilest poet ii» the world, who sent it 
me as a bribe to get him au employment. I knew not 

^ The Dean expresses dHTerent sent^ents of tliis iadj m a prerrf* 
ing letter, Nov. 1.^, 1712; but it is probable be bad then verv litt^ 
ftcquaiatavce with ber. fi 
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where the scotiHdrel lived, so T could not send them 

back ; and therefore I ^ave them away as freely as I 

got them, and have ordered ray man never (o let up the 

poet when he comes. The rogue should have kept the 

win^ at least for his Muse. One of his fowls was a 

large capon pheasant, as fat as a pullet. I ate share of 

it to-day with a fiiend. We have now a dr iwin^-room 

every Wednesday, Thursday, and Saturday, at one 

o^clock. The queen does not come out ; but all her 

ministers, foreigners, and persons of quality, are at it. 

J was there to day : and as lord treasurer came toward 

me, I avoided him, and he hunted me thrice about the 

loom. I affect never to take notice of hm at church or 

court. He knows it, for I have told him so; and to-night» 

•t Lord Masham's, he gave an account of it to the com- 

' pany ; but my reasons are, that people seeing me speak 

to him, causes a great deal of teasing. I tell you what 

comes into my head, that I never knew whether you 

were whigs or tories, and I value our conversation the 

more, that it never turned on that subject. I have a 

fancy that Ppt is a tory, and a rigid one. I don't know 

why ; but methinks she looks like one, and DD a sort 

of a trimmer. Am I right.** I gave the " Examiner" a 

hiot about this prorogation, and to praise the queen for 

ker tenderness to the Dutch, in giving them still more 

time to submit. It fitted the occasions at present, ^ight; 

Md. 

16. I was busy to-day at the secretary's office, and 

Itaid till past three. The duke of Ormoud and I were 

to dine at Lord Orkney's. The duke was at the C(»m- 

Driltee, so I thought all was safe. When I went there, 

they had almost dined ; for the duke ^ad sent to excuse 

^ Mmself, which I never knew. I came home at seveq, 

*ind be^an a little whim, which just came into ray head^ 

5ind will make a threepenny pampVAeX. \\. Av^ V^^ 
fOL. xxn,. 1 
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YiiiiBbed and out io a week ; and if it succeeds, jou shall 
know what it is ; otherwise not. I cannot send this to- 
morrow, and will put it off till next Saturday, because 
r have mnch business. So my journals shall be short, 
and Ppt must have patience. 

17. This rogue Parnell has not yet corrected his poem, 
«nd I would fain have it out. I dined to-day vith lord 
treasurer, and his Saturday's company, nine of us in all. 
They went away at seven, and lord treasurer and I sat 
talking an hour after. After dinner, he was talking (o 
the lords about the speech the queen must make when 
the parliament meets. He asked me how I would make 
it ? I was going to be serious, because it was seriously 
put ; but I turned it to a jest. And because they had 
been speaking of the duchess of Marlborough going to 
Flanders after the duke, I said, the speech should begio 
thus : '' My lords and gentlemen, In order to my own 
quiet, and that of my subjects, I have thought (it to send 
the duchess of Marlborough abroad, after the duke.** 
This took well, and turned off the discourse. I most 
tell you, I do not at all like the present situation of af> 
fairs, and remember I tell you so. Things must be od 
luiother foot,'or we aie all undone. I hate this driving 
always to an inch. I^ight, MD. 

18. We had a mighty full court today. Dilly was 
with me at the French church, and edified mightily* 
Duke of Ormond and I dined at Lord Orkney's ; bat I 
left them at seven, and came home to my whim. I haVlB 
made a great progress. My large treatise* stands stock 
still. Some think it too dangerous to publish, and wouM 
have me print only what relates to the peace. I cannot 
iell what I shall do. The bishop of Dromore is dyifig* 
They thought yesterday he could not live two hours j 

* His rtfstjory of the Peace t>t VJVxeOoX.. "B^ 
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yet he u still alive, bat is utterlj past all hopes. Go to 
'^ards. Night, dear MD. 

19. I was this tnorning to see tlie dtike and duche^ 
x)f Ormond. The duke d'Aiimont came in while I was 
with the duke of Oniiond, and \re complimenbed each 
oAer like dragons. A poor feHow called at the door 
whefe I lodge, with a parcel of oranges for a present for 
He. I bid my man learn what his -name was, and whence 
it came. He sent word his name "was Bun, and that I 
knew him very well. I bid my man tell him I was 
husy, and he could not speak to me; and not to let h'im 
leave his ranges. I know no more of it, but I am sure 
I never heard the name, and I shall take no such 
fresents from strangers. Perhaps lie might be only some 
teggar, who wanted a little money. Perhaps it might 
he something worse. Let them keep their poison for 
tbeir rats. I don't love it. That blot^ is a blunder. 
Night, dear MD. 

20. A committee of our society dined to-day with the 
thftncellor of the exchequer. Our society does not meet 
DOW as usual, for which I am blamed; but till lordtrea- 
turer will agree to give Us money and employments to 
bestow, I am averse to it; and he gives us nothing but 
^promises. Bishop of Dromore is istill alive, and that is 
flilL We expect every day he \vill die, and then Tom 
(jeigh must go back, which is Ode good thing to the 
town, i beReve Pratt will drive at one of these bishop- 
ricks. Our £oglish bishoprickf is not yet disposed of. 
I believe tlie peace will not be reacfy by the session. 

21. I was to-day with my printer, to give him a little 
pamphlet I had written, but not politics. It will be out 

* A line erased hy himself. N. 

t That of Hereford, vacant by the death of Dr. Humphry Hum- 
plircyg, Nov. 20, 17 12, who was succeeded by Dr. P\i>Xvv^^'»fc'»^xvDJ^- 
Wed frow the see of St. IhvliVB. B. 
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hj Mondaj. If it succeeds, I will tell jou of it ; otlieni 
irise oot. We had a prodigious thaw to-day, as bad ag 
raio ; yet I walked like a good boy all the way. The 
bbhop of Droroore still draws breath, but cannot live 
two days longer. My large book lies flat. Some peo:- 
pie think a great part i>f it ought not to be now printed. 
I believe I told you so before. This letter shall not ffi 
till Saturday, which makes up the three weeks exactly^ 
and I allow MD six weeks, which are now aindost outi^ 
so you must know I expect a letter very soon, and tiai 
MD is very well ; and so night, dear MD. 

22. This is one of our court days, and I was tberlll 
I told you tliere is a drawing-room Wednesday, Thuni 
day, and Saturday. The Hamiltons and Aberconri 
have done teasing me. The latter, I hear, is actuiliyi 
going to France. Lord treasurer quarrelled with me il 
c^urt, for being four days without dining with him ; sof 
dined there to-day, and he has at last fallen in with my 
project (as he calls it) of coining halfpence and farthingf 
with devices, like medals, in honour of the queen, eveiy 
year changing the device. I wish it may be done. 
Night, MD. 

23. Duke of Ormond and I appointed to dine witb 
Ned Southwell to-day, to talk of settling your affairs of 
parliament in Ireland ; but there was a mixture of com- 
pany, and the duke of Or.nond was in haste, and nothing 
was done. If your parliament meets this summer, it 
must be a new one ; but I find some are of opinion there 
should be none at all these two years. I will trouble 
myself no more about it. My design was to serve thiJ 
duke of Ormond. Dr. Pratt and I sat this eveu'mg withl 
the bishop of Clogher, and played at ombre for thren*' 
pence. That I suppose is but low with you. I fputfl ' 
at coming home, a lelter from MD, N. 37. I shall oft'^ 
-•^wcr it this boul, b\x\. '^iW live wexU I am sorry for 
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*pU Fray walk if you can. I have got a terrible 
>ld, before my old one was quite gone, and dooH 
low. I shall have DD's money soon from the ex* 
3r. Tfie bishop of Dromore is dead now at last, 
dear MD. 

I was at court to-day^ and it was comical to see 
Abercorn bowing to ine, but not speaking, and 
Selkirk the «ame. I dined with lord treasurer 
B Saturday club, and sat with him two hours after 
.t were gone, and spoke freer to him of affairs than 
ifraid others do, who might do more good. All 
:nds repine, and shnig their shoulders; but will 
il with him so freely as they ought. * It is an odd ' 
» ; the parliament just going to sit, and no em- 
;nts given. They say they will give them in a 
ys. There is a new bishop made of Hereford ; 
^ry?" is disappointed. I fafnted so to his friends 
mths ago, to make him leave off deluding himself 
dog indiscreet, as he was. I have just time to 
lis, without giving it to thel}ellmau. My second 
better now. Night, dearest little MD, F W, Me, 



LETTER LIX. 

London, Sunday y January 25, 171 2-1 3^ 
had such a terrible storm to-day, that going to 
3olingbroke\ I saw a hundred tiles fallen down ; ■ 
e swinger fell about forty yards before me, that 
have killed a horse: so after church and court, 
ed through the ark, and took a ch^ir to lord 
'er's. Next door to his house a tin chinmey to^ 

JoAii Hartftooge, who expected that |iTeieii\&\3LOii. '^. 
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had felkn down, with a hundred bricks. It is | 
ealm tbk evcaiog. I wonder had. you such a wk 
day ? I hate it as much as any hog docs. Lord 
surer has engaged me to dine again with him to-mc 
He has those tricks sometimes of inviting me fron 
to day, wiiich I am forced, to break through. M 
tie pamphlet is out : 'tis not politics. If it takes^ 
Again, you shall hear of it. 

26. This morning I felt a little touch of gidd 
-which has disordered and weakened me with iti 
remains all this day. After dinner at lord treaai 
the French ambassador duke d'Aumont sent lord t 
i^r word, '^that hb boose was burnt down t( 
ground." It took fire in the upper rooms, whi 
was at dinner with Monteleon the Spanish ambas 
aud other persons; and soou after Lord Boling 
eame to us with the same story. We are fiill of f 
lations upon it, but I beliere it was the carelessr 
his French rascally servants. It is odd that thif 
clay Lord Somers, Wharton, Sunderland, HaKfai 
the whole chib of whig lords, dined at Pontac*8 
city, as I received pnvate notice. They have 
damned design. I tell you another odd thing; 
observing it ta lord treasurer '* that he was stabt 
the day King William died; and the day I sav: 
Hfe, By opening the bandbox, was King WiHiam's 
day." " My friend Mr. Lewis^ has had a lie spn 
him by the mistake of a man, who went to anot 
bb name^ to give him thanks for passing his priir 
to come from France.f That othetr Lewis spread : 

* Erasmus Lewli, secretarj to the earl o£ Dartinoatb, oM 
secretaries of state^ and afterward to the earl of Oxford, loi 
treasurer. He was member for Lostwithiel, in Coraw.an, in t 
^lament which began April 9, 1713. JV. 

f ISc^ hereafter, p, IBS. W . 
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*<tliat the man brought hion thaoks from Lord Perth and 
Lord Melfort (twa lords with the pretender) for his great 
services," &€. The lords will examine that other Lewia 
to-mon*ow in council ; and I believe you will hear of it 
in the priuts, for I will make Abel Roper give a rela« 
tion of it.^ Fray tell me if it be necessary to write a 
httle plainer ; for I looked over a bit of my last letter,, 
and coiild hardly read it. I'll mend my hand, if you 
please : but " you are moi-e used to it nor I," as Mr^ 
Raymond says. Night, MD^ 

27. I dined to-day with lord treasurer: Ujis makes- 
lour days together ;. and he has invited me again to-mor- 
row, but I absolutely reiiised him. I was this evening 
at a christening with him of Lord Dnppliu's daughter. 
He went away at ten { but they kept me and some otliers 
till past twelve : so you may be sure 'tis kte, as they 
say. We have now stronger suspicions^ that the duke 
d'Aumoot's house was set on fire by malice. I was to- 
day to see lord keeper, who has quite lost his voice 
with a cold. There Dr. RadcliiTe told me, " that it 
was the ambassador's coofectioner set the house on fire, 
by boiling sugar, and going down and letting it boil 
over." Tet others still think differently ; so I know 
.not what to judge. Night, my own dearest MD. 

28. I was to-day at court, where the ambassador 
talked to me as if he did not suspect any design ia 
biiroing d'Aumont's house : but the Abbe Gautier, secre- 
tary for France liere, said quite otherwise ; and *' that 
d'Aumont had a letter the veiy same day, to let him^ 
know his house should be burnt;" and tells several 
other circumstances too tedious to write. One is, "^ that 
a fellow mending the tiles just when the fire brdie out, 
i^w a pot with wildfire in the i-oom."" I dined witti Lord 

^ Bee Bayer^s Poliaual State, toI. 5, p. 25, el %ecv- "^^ 
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Orkney. Keither Lord Abercorn nor Selkirk wUl now 
speak with me. I ha?e disobliged both sides. Niglit, 
dcarMU. 

29. Our society met to>day, fourteen of us, and at a 
laveru. We now resolve to meet but once a fortn]«;bt, 
aud have a committee every other week of six or sevea 
to consult about doing some good. I proposed another 
message to lord treasiuer by three principal members, to 
give a hundred guineas to a certain person, and thej are 
to urge it as well as they can. We also raised sixtj 
guineas upon our own society ; but I made them do it 
by assessors, and I was one of them, and we fitted our 
tax to the several estates. The duke of Ormond pajs 
ten guineas, and I the third part of a guinea ; at tbit 
rate, they may tax as often as they please. Well, but 
I must auswer your letter, young women : not yet ; it k 
late^now, and I can't find it. Night, dearest MD. 

30. I have drank Spa waters these two or three days; 
but they do not pass, and make me very giddy. I aa 
not well ; faith, I will take them no more. I sauntered 
after church with the provost to-day, to see a libraiy to 
be sold, iind dined at five with Lord Orkney. We still 
think there was malice in burning d'Aumont's house. I 
hear little Harrison is come over; it was lie I sent tt 
Utrecht. He is now queen's secretary to the embasqr, 
and has brought with him the Barrier Treaty, as it if 
DOW corrected by us, and yielded to by the Dutch, whieb 
was the greatest difiiculty to retard tlie peace. I hope^ 
he will bring over the peace a month hence, for we will/ 
aend him back as soon as possible. I long to see thtf 
little brat my own creature. His pay is in all a thoUf 
sand pounds a year, and they have never paid him a 
groat, though I have teazed their hearts out. He must' 
be three or four hundred pounds in debt at least. Poor 
brat ! Let me go to bed svnrabs* Nl^ht^ dear MD. 
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91. Harrison was with me this morniuo: ; we talked 
three hours, and then I carried him to court. When w« 
went down to the door of my lodging, I found a coach 
waited for him. • I chid him for it ; but he whispered 
me, *^ it was impossible to do otherwise ;" and in iht 
coach lie told me, '^ he had not one farthing in his pocket 
to pay it ; and therefore took the coach for the whole 
day, and intended to borrow money somewhere or other.'! 
So there was the queen's minister intrusted in affairs of 
the greatest importance, without a sliilliug in his pocket 
to pay a coach. I paid him while he was with me 
seven guineas, in part of a dozen of shirts be bought me 
io Holland.^ I presented him to tlie duke of Orinondy- 
•od several lords at court : and I contrived it so, that 
k)rd treasurer came to me, and asked (I had Paruell by* 
me) whether that was Dr. Parnell, and came up and 
•poke to him with great kindness, and invited him to hi» 
house. I va'ue myself upon makiug the ministry dc» 
aire to be acquainted with Parnell, and not Parnell with 
the mio.stiy. His poem is almost fully corrected, and 
shall be soon t ut. Here is enough for to-day : only ta 
tell you, that I was in tlie city with my printer to alter 
an Examiner about my friend Levfis's story, which will- 
be told with remarks.-^ 

Sunday, February 1. I could do nothing till to-day 
llKNit the Examiner, but the printer came this morning'^ 
and I dictated to him what was fit to be said, and theo 
Mr. Lewis came, and corrected it as he would have it f 
80 I was neither at church nor court. The duke of 
Ormond and I dined at Lord Orkney's. I left them at 
•even, and sat with Sir Andrew Fountaine, who has a 

. * At this time very small quantities of linen were made in Ir land } 
but it is now the he rt manuracture in the Icnown world, i* 

f "^ee * A complete Refutation of the Falsehood! alleijiii ^^\mX 
£rMiiiMliewj%£99."ioF«LVi. N. 

I 2 
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very bad soi-e leg, for whicli he desif^ to go to Fri 
Here k a week gone, and ooe Bide of tb« letter nol 
Jibed. O, but I will write naw but once io three w( 
Yes, £utli, tbiB shall go sooner. The parliament 
ik on the third,, but will adjouni for three or four d 
far the queen is laid ap wkli the gout, and both sp 
en out of order, though one of them, the lord kei 
if. almost welk I spoke to the duke of Omioiid a i 
deal about I^relaod. We do not altogether agree^ 
am I judge enough of Irish affaire^; but I will spef 
lord treasurer to>m.orrpw, ttiat we three maj settle i 
w^ or other. ' 

2. I had a leUersome days ago from MM d 
ber name-is now Wigmore, and her hu»band is tu 
pmon. She dtesires nothing,. but *'that I would 
lord keeper 4o ^ve bkn a liTing ;" but I will sebc 
Dp answer, though she denies it much. She stiU n 
mantuas.at Famhanu It raioed all Ihb day, and 1 
came to me, and was coaching it into thoweity ; . so I 
with him for a shaking beeause it would not cost i 
Jarthing. ^here I met mj friend Stratfoixl^ the mere! 
who is going^abroad to gather up his debts^ and be < 
in tlie worldu He b^ged ^Uhai I would dine 
some merchant friends of ours there, because it wa 
last time I should see him :" so I did j and thougl 
have seen lord treasurer in the evening, but haha| 
ed to go out' at Ave ; so I- yisited some friends^ and i 
home. And now< I have the greatest part -of yoiur- 1 
to answer; and^et I will not do it to-night, say ' 
you please. The parliament meets to-morrow, but 
be prorogued for a fortnight*^ whiob disappoint! 
will, I believe! vex abundance of them, though the] 
not whigs; fdr they are forced to be in town at exf 
for nothing: but we want an answer from Spain, b< 
we are sure of every vVnng \i«\tv% in^X fe^ the. ^ 
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and- God knows whether we can have that aoswer thk- 
neeth. It b a moat tickliah juncture of affaira; we are 
always drnriog to aii4Dch r I am weary of it. Nighty 
MD. 

_ 3. The parliament met, and' was prorogued, as I said, 
and I found some doudy faees,. and heard some grum«^ 
Ui^g. We have got over all our difficalties wilh Franeev. 
i tlHnk« They have now settled all the articles of 
eomuferce between us and them, wherein thejr were* 
Tery much disposed to phiy the rogue, if we had ool 
kiekl them to;, and this business we wait for from Spaisf. 
Is to prevent some other rogueries of the French, who^^ 
are finding an evasion to trade to the Spanish West In- 
dies : but I hope we shall prevent it» I dined with 
hud treasurer, and he was^in good humour enough. T 
gave him that part of my book in manuscript to read, 
vbere his character wasy and drawn pretty freely. He 
was reading and ccnrrecting it with his pencil, when the 
bishop of St. David's* (now removing to Hereford) came 
nd interrupted us. I left him at e^ht, and sat till^ 
twelve with tlie prov^t and bisfop of Ck>gher. 

[Wednesday] 4. I was to-day at court, but kept out 
•f lord treasurer's way, because I was eogaged to the 
inke of Ormond,. where I dii^edy and,^ I think, eat and- 
drank too much. I sat this opening with Lady Masham,.. 
MUd then^with Lord Mashi^lMffid k>rd treasurer at Lord, 
liasham's. It waslast yeai^ you may remember, my 
cMtotaiH evening place. I saw Lady Jersey with Lady 
BfnhsNn, who has been laying out for my acquaintance, 
and has forced a promise for me to drink chocolate witb 
lief in a day or two^ ^hich I know not whether I shall 
ipMBrfoi'm (I have just mended- my pen, you see) for I do 
m^ mucli like her character ; but she is very maliciou% 

* Dr. PUUip Bisc. B. 
I 3 
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and therefore T thiok I must keep fair vriih her. I cikr 
ttot send this letter till Saturday next, I fiod ; so I witt 
^ aoiwer yours now. I see no different days of the uioDth ; 
jet it b dated January 3. So it was lon^ a coniini;. I 
did not write to Dr. Coghill "" that I would have DOtbio^ 
ID Ireland ;'' but ^ that I was soliciting nothing any 
"where ;** and that W true. I hai-e named Dr. Stcmc* 
to lord treasurer, Lord Boliiigbroke, and the duke of 
Orn^ond^ for a bishoprtck, and I did it heartily. I know 
not what will come of it ; but I tell you as a great se- 
cret, that I have made the duke of Ormond promise me 
to recommend nobody till he tells me, and this for some 
reasons too long to mention. My head is still in n9 
good order. I am heartily sorry for Ppt I am surtr 
her head is good for *•*♦. I'll answer more to-morrow. 
Night, dearest WD. 

5. [6.] I must go on with your letter. I dined t<h 
day with Sir Andrew Fountaine and the provobl, and 
played at ombre with him all the afternoon. I won, yel 
Sir Andrew is an admirable player. Lord Pembroke 
came in, and I gave him three 4.r four scurvy Dilly; 
puns, that begin with an if. Well, but your letter, well, 
let me see. No ; I l)elieve I shall write no more thi» 
good M'hile, nor publish what i have done. **** I did 
not suspect you would tell Filby. You are so ***** 
Turns and visitations— HfhA are those ? I'll preach 
and visit aa much f6r Mr. Walls. Pray God mend pe^ 

,^ pie's health ; mine is biit very indifferent, t have left 
off Spa water $ it makes my legs swelk Night, deaicit 
MD. 

6. [7] This is the queen's birtbda7, and I never saiT 
it celebrated with so much lurry and fine clothes. 1 
went to court to see them, and 1 dined with lord keepcir 

f 
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where the ladies were fine to admiration. T passed the 
eveDing at Mrs. YaDhorarigh's, and came home prett^r 
early^ to answer your letter again. Praj God^keep the 
queen. She was rerj ill about ten dajs ago, and had 
the gout in her stomach. When I came from lord 
keeper's, I called at lord treasurer's, because I heard he 
Was very fine, and that was a new thing; and it was 
true, for kis coat and waistcoat were embroidered. I 
Kave seen the provost often sincej and never spoke 
to him to speak to the Temples about Daniel Corr, nor 
will ; I don't care to do it. I have writ lately to Par- 
Tisol. Tou did well to let him make up his accompts. 
All things grow dear in Ireland, but corn to the parsons ; 
for my livings -are fallen much this year by Parvisol's 
account. Night, dearest rogues, MD. 

7. [8.3 I was at court to-day, but saw no birthday 
clothes ; the great folks never wear them above once or 
twice. I dined with Lord Orkney, and sat the evening 
with Sir Andrew Fountaine, whose leg is in a very du- 
bious condition. Pray let me know when DD's money 
h near due : always let me know it beforehand. This, 
I believe, will hardly go till Saturday ; for I tell you 
what, being not very well, I dare not study much : so I 
kt company come in a morning, and the afternoon pass ia 
^nicg and sitting somewhere. Lord treasurer is angry, 
K'l don't dine with him every second day, and I cannot 
p«rt with him till late : he kept me last night till near 
twelve. Our weather is constant rain above these two 
Bionths, which hinders walking, so that our spring is not 
Kke yours. I have not seen Fanny Manley 3'et ; I cannot 
ftnd time. I am in rebellion with all my acquaintatice, but 
I will mend with my health and the wcathrr. Clogher 

Biake a figure ! Clogher make a . Colds ! why we 

kave been ail dying with colds } but now they ace ^\\v\^ 
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qSE, aad m^ aecood is almost oiE I can do oothiof tilt 
Swaatoo. Indeed il is a tkiog impossible^ and whoUjr 
out of my waj* If he buys^ he must buy. So now £ 
have answered your letter ; and there's an ond of that 
bow; and I'll say no mere; but bid you night, deir 

Ma 

8. [9.] It was terribly rainy to^iqr from morning \Sl 
raght I intended to have dined wilh lord tfeasiii% 
but went to see Sir Andrew Fountaine, and be kept Mr 
to dinner, which saved coach-hire ; and I staid with bin- 
all the afieroooiir, and lost thirteen shillings, and sizpeoea 
at ombre. There was manegemeot ! and lord treasurer 
will chide; but TM dine with bira to-morrow. Tbs 
bishop of Clogher 3 daughter lias been ill some daj%. 
and it proves the smallpox*. She is- very full ; but St* 
comes out welt, and they apprehend no danger. Lady 
Orkney lias given me her picture ;. a very fine origioil^' 
of Sir Godfrey Kueller's; it is^aow. a mending. He* 
Ras favoured her squint admirably ; and you know Ileve^ 
a cast in the eye. I was to see Lady Worsley to-dsy,k 
who is jQst come to town f .she is full of rheumatic paiaa;. 
All my acquaintance grow old and sickly. Sh^ lodges* 
in the very house in King-street, between St. JamesV 
street &nd St Jameses square, where DD's brother 
bought the sweetbread, when T lodged there, ^d DJXi 
came tasee me. Short ****. Night, MD. 

9. [10.] I thought to have dined idth lord treasurer 
torday, bu4 he diued abroad at Tom Harley's; so I dioioi' 
at Lord Masham^ and was winning all I had lost play- 
ing with Lady Masham at crown picquet, when we weafr 
tx) pools, and I lost it again. Lord treasurer came ia t^ 
us, and chid me for not foUowing him to Tom Harley'sv 
Miss Ashe is still the same, and they think her not ior 
danger; my man calls there daily after I am gone out|.. 
md tells me at niglu. I yi^s ihU morning to see.Lady- 
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Jcney^and we have made iweolj parties. aboiU dloiog 
tQgdher, and I ahall banlij ktep one of them. SIk is. 
reduced after all her fpreatoeaa to aeren aerranti^ and a^ 
smidl boitic^ aod no coadK i Vkt hei Udexablj ai yet.^ 
Ni^ht, MD. 

10. [11.] i iQadeT]8lts.tbianonia^to.thedQkeaiid«^, 
dilGlieflB cf OnDMid, aDd.Xia(fy Bctt^y^aodtbe dnclKa ot 
'Hhi«mop> (WheoivaBwritiogfekisy near twelve o'clock^ 
die ditc)ieaB.of Hamilton seai to>Juiye aw dine with hea. 
tihoiorraw. I aia forced to give my aoswer. through the 
doaa, for mj maa has got the key, and is gooe.to hedf 
bat I cannot obey her, lor oai^ satiety meets to-morrew.)^ 
i^atole away iroai btd treasurer by eighty and intended-, 
t^ hare passed the evening with Sir. Thomas Claiges and . 
iiB lady ; bttt met them ia aoolher place, and have there 
Bpte tiilBOW. lyfy head has not. been ill tO'day. I waa^. 
ai court, and made Lord Mangel, walk wil^ me in the 
park before we went to dioner* Yesterday and to-day, 
Wve* been ftnr, but yet it rained all latt night. I saw 
Sterne staring at court to-day. He has been often to see^ 
ape, he says : but my man has not yet let Jtim.up. He 
il in deep mourniog^ I hope it i8.n4^t for his wife. I da£. 
aola^him. Night, MD. 

12. I have reckoned days wro^all this while ;''^ lor 
tUa is the twelfth. I do net know when.! lost it. Ic 
dined to day with out society, the greatest dinner liiave 
«mr seen. It was at Jack Hill's, the.gnvienior of Dun- 
kMc I gave an account of sixty guineas I had collects 
ei, and am tegive them away to twaauthors to-morrow ;. 
and- lord ireasurev has promised me a hundred- p<Huids to. 
ieward some others. ITound a letjter on my. table last, 
nighty totell me, .'' that poerlitUe.HarrisoB^ the queen'a. 
secretary, that came lately kom Utrecht with the Bar? 

* He bad Qi^siied Thursday IhtfiS^. .^. 
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rier Treaty, was ill, and desired to see me at aiglit :^ bA 
it was late, aod I could ooi go till to-day. I have oftea 
mentioned him in my letters, you may remember. **** 
I went in the morning, and found him mighty ill, aod 
got thirty guineas for him from Lord Bolingbroke, and 
an order for a hundred pounds £rom the treasury to be 
paid him to-morrow ; and 1 have got him renK>ved to 
Knightsbridge for the air. He has a fever and inflam- 
mation 00 hb lungs ; but I hope will do well, flight, 
MD. 

13. I was to see a poor poet, one Mr. Diaper, in i 
nasty garret, very sick. I gave him twenty guiaeai 
from Lord Bolingbroke, and (iisposed the other sixty tff 
two other authors, and desired a friend to receive tbfr 
hundred pounds for poor Harrison, and will carry it t». 
him to-morrow morning. I sent to see how he did> aodr 
he is extremely ill ; and I am very much afflicted for 
him, as he is my own creaiure, and in a very honourable 
post, and very worthy of it. 1 dined in the city. I am 
much concerned for this poor lad. His mother and ^ 
ter attend him, and he wants nothings Night, dear 
MD. 

14. I took Faruell this morning, and we walked to sea 
poor Harrison. I had the hundred pounds in my poe* 
ket. I told Parnell I was afraid to knock at the door; 
my mind misgave me. I knocked ; and his roan in teana 
told me '^ his master was dead an hour- l>efore." Think 
what grief this is to me ! I went to his OAOther, and ha?e 
been orderii:g things for his fsineral with as little costtf 
possible, to-morrow at ten at night. Lord treasurer war 
much concerned when I t<.*kl him. I could not dinO' 
with lord treasurer, nor any where else; but got a bit of 
meat tov\ard evening. No loss ever grieved me m- 
timch : poor creature I Pray God Almighty bless poor 
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MD. Adieu. I send this away to-night, and am sony 
it must go while I am in so much grief. 



LETTER LX. 

London, Feb. 15, 1712-13. 

I DINED to day with Mr. Rowe and a projector who 
has beeD teasiog me with twenty schemes to get grants; 
aod I donlt like one of them ; and, besides, I was out of 
luimour for the loss of poor Harrison. At ten this night 
I was at his funeral, which I ordered to be as private as* 
paaetble. We had but one coach with four of us; and 
nheo it was carrying us home af er the fiiueral, the 
braces broke ? and we were iorced to sit in it, and have 
It heki up, till my man went for chairs, at eleven at night, 
io terrible rain. I am come home very melancholy, and 
viil go to bed. Night, dearest MD. 

16. I dined to-day with Lord Dupplin and some com- 
pimy to divert me ; but left them early, and have been 
reading a book for amusement. I shall never have cou« 
rage again to care /or making any body's fortune. The 
parliament meets to-morrow, and will be prorogued ao* 
other fortnight, at which several of t>oth parties were an- 
gry; but it cannot be helped, though every thing about 
the peace is past all danger. I never saw such a con- 
tinuance of fainy weather. We have not had two fair 
days together these ten weeks. I have not cUned with 
lord treasurer these four days, nor can I till Saturday ; 
for I have several engagements till then, and he will 
chide me to some purpose. I am perplexed with this 
hundred pounds of poor Harrison's, what to do with it. 
I eaonot pay bis relations till they administer, for be ia 
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much \Q debt ; but I will have the staff in mj owa 
hands, aod ve»kire ootbiog. Night, dear MD. 

1 7. Lady Jersey aod I dioed by appoiDtroent to daj 
with Lord BoHngbroke. He is sending his brother to^ 
succeed Mr. Harrison. It is the prettiest post in Eu- 
rope for a young geutiemaD. I lost my money at ombre 
sadly ; I make a thousand blundei*s at it* I play but 
threepenny ombre ; tiut it is what you call running tm- 
hre. Lady Clarges^ and a drab I hate, won a dozeo 
sliillings of me last night. The parliament was prorogued 
to-day ; aod people gfrumble ; and the good of it iS) the- 
peace cannot be finished by the time they meet, \h&^ 
are so mady /iddling things to do. Is Ppt ais ombre Isdy 
yet ? Teu know all the irkks of it now, I suppose. I 
i-cckon you have all your cards from France^ for aun- 
pay fflxpence a pack taxes^ which goes deep to the boac 
I have given away all my Spa water, and take sent 
nasty steel drops, and my head has been better thifl) 
week past. I send evei-y day to see how Miss Aibi 
does : she is very full, they say, but in no danger. I 
fear she will lose some of her beauty. Tiie son lies oat 
of the house* I wish he liad them too, while he is w 
young. Night, MD. 

18. The earl (^ Abingdon had been teasing me theae 
three months to dine with him ; and this day was s^ 
pointed about a week ago, and I named my coropaoyf. 
Lord Stawell, Colonel Disney, and Dr. Arbuthuot ; bat 
the two last slipped out their necks, and left Stawell aod. 
me to dine there. We did not dine till seven, because 
it is Ash Wednesday. We had nothing but fish, which 
Lord Stawell could noi eat, and got a broiled leg of a 
turkey. Our wine was poison; yet the puppy bm 
twelve thousand pounds a. year« Hb carps were rair» 
and his candles tallow. He shall not catch me ia hasic 
a|[aiiv and every body has laughed at me for dining with 
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bim. I V9S to dsj. to let HarrisoD's mother Idow 1 
could not pay tiU she admuusteffs ;. which she irill do^ 
1 believe rfie is an old devil, aod her daughter a — — . 
There ixerk more whigs to-daj at court than tones, i' 
believe they think the peace miist be nade» and so cone 
to please the queeiL She is slill lame with the gent 

19. I was at eourt to-day, to speak te^Iiord Boiiog-^ 
broke, to look over FaroeU's poem aioce it k corrected ; 
aiid Paroell and I dined wiih him, and be has diowttd 
him three or four more places to^ alter a little. Lady 
Boliogbroke came down to us while we were at dimier^ 

• 

afdd Parnell stared at her as if she were a goddess. .1 
thought she was like ParDelfs wile, and he thougiit soi^ 
too. Parnell is much pleased with Lord Bdiogbroke'a 
fevour to him^ and I hope it ro«y one day tuni to his 
advantage. His poem will be printed in a few days. 
Our weather continues as fresh raining as if it had oot 
rained at all. J sat to-niglit at Lady Masfaam's^ where 
lord ti-easurer came and scolded me for not dining wkli 
^m. I told him, I could not till Saturday. I have 
staid there till past twelve ; so night, dear MD. 

20. Lady Jersey, Lady Catharine Hyde,* the Spah 
nsh ambassador, the duke of £tr6es, another Spaniard^ 
and I, dined to day by appoiotnaent widi. Lord BoHng*. 
broke ; but they fell a drioking so maay Spanish healths 
in- champaign, that I stole away to the ladies, aod drank 
tea till eight; aud then went and lost my money at om- 
bre with Sir Andrew Fountaine, who has a very bad leg«. 
Miss Ashe is past ail dagger ; and her eye which waa 

. lately b&d (I suppose one eflfect of her distemper) 19 
now better. I do not let the bishop see me, nor sbaH 
this good while. Goodlack ! wheu I came home, I war- 

-rant, I found a letter from MD, Wo. 38 5 and you write 

* Afterward ducbeflB of CtuHiuftitiTy . "^^ 
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to small now n days. I hope your poor eyes are better. 
Well this shall ^o to-morrow sevenni^ht, with a bill for 
Me. I will speak to Mr. Griffin to-morrow, about Ppt^g 
brother Filby, and desire, whether he deserves or oo^ 
that his employment may be mended, that is to say, if 
I see Griffin ; otherwise not ; and I'll answer MD's let- 
ter, when T Pdfr think fit. Night, MD. 

21. Methinks I writ a little saucy last night. T meaa 
the last I saw Griffin at court. He says, '^ he knowi 
nothing of a salt>work at Rectou ; but that he*^vill give 
Filby a belter employment;" and desires Filby will 
write to him. If I knew where to ' write to Filby, I 
would ; but pray do you. Bid him make no mentioa 
of you; but only let Mr. Griffin know, "that he has 
bad the honour to be recommended by Dr. Swift, &c. 
that he will endeavour to deserve," «&c. and if you dic- 
tated a wliole letter for him, it would be better; I hope 
be can write and spell well. Til inquire for a directioo 
to Griffin before I finish this. I dined with lord trea- 
gurer and seven lords to day. You know Saturday ii 
his great day. I sat with them till eight, and then came 
bome, and have been writing a letter to Mrs. Davis, at 
York. She took care to have a letter delivered for me ' 
at lord treasurer's; for I would not own one she sent 
by post She reproaches me for not writing to her these 
four years ; and 1 have honestly told her, " it was niy 
way never to write to those whom I am never likely to 
see, unless I can serve them, which I cannot her," &c 
Davis the schoolmaster's widow. Night, MD. 

22. I dined to day at Lord Orkney's, with the duke ' 
of Ormond and Sir Thomas Hanmer. Have you ever 
heard of the latter.^ He married the ducliess of Grafton 
in his youth (she dined with us too.) He is the most 
considerable man in the house of commons. He went 

lagt fpriug to Flanders, \9\\\\ V\se d\]Ss.<b ol Ot\&!(^vid\ from 
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thence to France, and was^oin^ to Italy; but the mioi»- 
tiy sent for him, and he has been come over about ten 
da} s. He te much out of humour with things : he thinks 
the peace is kept off too long; and is full of fears and 
doubts. It is thought he is designed for secretary of 
8tate, instead of Lord Dartmouth. We have been ac- 
quainted these two years; and I intend, iu a day or 
two, to have an hour^s talk with him on affairs. I saw 
the bishop of Clogher at court. Miss is recovering. - I 
know not how much she will be marked. The queen is 
slowly mending of her gout, and intends to be brought in a 
chair to parliament when it meets, which will be March 
3; for I suppose they will prorogue no more; yet the 
peace \7ill not be signed then, and we apprehend the to- 
nes themselves will many of them be discontented. 
Night, dear Ml). 

23. It was ill weather to day, and I diced with Sir 
Andrew Fountaine, and in the evening played at ombre 
with him and the provost, and won twenty -five shillings; 
80 I have recovered myself pretty well. Dilly has beea 
dunning me to see Fanny Manley ; but I have not yet 
been able to do itr Miss Ashe is now quite out of dan- 
gei' ; and they hope will not be much marked. I cannot 
tell how to direct to Griffin ; and think he lives in Bury- 
Btreet, near St. James's street, hard by me; tut I sup- 
pose your brother may direct to him to the salt-office, 
and, as I remember, he knows his Christian name, be- 
cause he sent it me iu the list of the commissioners* 
Night, dear MD. 

24. I walked this morning to Chelsea, to see Dr. At- 
tcrbury, dean of Christ church. I had business with him 
about entering Mr. Fitz Maurice, Lord Kerry's son, in- 
to his college; and Lady Kerry is a great favourite of 
mine. Lord Harley, Lord Dupplin, youi.g Bromley 
the speaker's sou, and I, dined vrilh Dt. ^U^Wt^ «sA. 
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wime other clei^gymea ; but I left them at seven, (o p 
to Lady Jenej, to see Monteleon the Spanish ambasHi' 
dor plaj at ombre. Lady Jersey was abroad, and I 
chid the servaats, and made a rattle ; but since I cane 
borne, she sent me a message, "^ that I was mistaken, and 
Ihat the meeting is to be to-morrow." I have a wone 
tnemory than when I left you> and every day forget a^ 
poiotmeots; but here my memory was by chance toi 
good. But I'll go to-morrow; for Lady Catharine 
Hyde and Lady BoHugbroke are to be there by appoiot- 
nent, and I listed up my perriuig, and all, to make i 
figure. Well, who can help it ? Nbi I, vow to heaven ! 
Night, MD. 

25. Lord treasurer met me last night at Lord Ma- 
sham's, and " thanked me for my company" in a jeer, 
because I had not dined with him in three days. Hf 
chides if I stay away but two days together. What 
will this come to ? Nothing. My grandmother use^ 
to say, ^ More of your lining, and less of your dining!" 
However, I dined with hin>, and could hardly leave 
him at eight, to go to Lady Jersey's, irhere five or sil 
foreign ministers were, and as many ladies. Monteleoi 
played like the £ngli&h, and cried game ; and knocked 
his nuckles for trump, and pla}-ed at small games 1^ 
Ppt Lady Jersey whispered me to stay, and sup wilk 
the ladies when the fellows were gone ; but they plsgre4 
tni eleven, and I would not stay. I think this letter 
must go on Saturday ,* that's certain ; and it is not hii 
fi|ll yet Lady Catharine Hyde had a mighty mind I ; 
should be acquainted witli Lady Dalkeith, her sistei^ 
the duke of Monmouth's eldest son's widow, who wasflf 
the company to-night ; but I did not like lier ,- she paiflti 
too much. Niglit, MD. 

26. This day our society met at the duke of Op 
JRond's J but I had busiuesaVYvdX c^Vkd to^ aaother way t 
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flOt sent m^ excuses, and diaed privately whha fneod. 
Besides, Sir Tfeomas Hanmer whispered me last night 
«rt Lady Jersey's, " Uiat I mlist attend lord treasurer 
and duke oF Ormond at supper, at his house, to-night : 
'which I did at eleven, and staid tiH one, so you may be 
imre it is late enough. There was the duchess pf Graf- 
Ion, and the duke tier son ; nine of us in all. Duke of 
Drmottd chid me for not being at the society to-day, and 
md " sixteen were there.*' I said, "I never knew six- 
teen people good company in my life ;** no, faith, nor 
-eight neither. We have no news in this town at all. I 
-wonder why I don*t write you news* I know less of 
"what passes than any body, because I go to no coffee- 
liouse, nor see any but ministers, and such people; and 
ininisters never talk politics in conversation. The whigs 
^fe forming great schemes against the meeting of parlia- 
inent, which will be next Tuesday, I still think, without 
tftH; and we hope to hear by then, that the peace is 
ready to sign* The queen's gout mends daily. Nighty 

27. t passed a very insipid day, and dined privately 

irHh a friend in the neighbourhood. Did I tell you that 

4* have a very fine picture of Lady Orkney,* an origjb* 

iM, by Sir Godfrey Kneller, three quarters length ? I 

iave it now at home, with a fine frame. Lord Boling* 

Useke and Lady Masham have promised to sit for me s 

Mit I despair of lord treasurer^ only I hope he will give 

itte a copy, and then I shall have all the pictures of those 

1 really love here ; just half a dozen ; only I will make 

lord keeper give me his print iu a frame. This letter 

must go to-morrow, because of sending Me a bill ; else it 

should not till next week, I assure you. I have little 

• Dr. Swift left this picture to John earl of Orrery, ^Uo rn^tm^ 
^y Orkney's dau^ liter. N, 



200 JOURNAL TO STELtA: 

to do DOW with mj pen ; for my grand businesB* 8topf 
till they are more preseino;, and tiil' something or other 
happens; a/id I believti I shall return with dis^st to 
/itjifih it, it is so very laborious. Sir Thomas Haiimer 
has m} papers now. Tuu are now at ombre with the 
De.iii, >.l\va\8 on Friday night with Mrs. Walls. Pray 
douU pla} at small game. . I stood by, the other nigb^ 
while the duke d^£ti6cs lost six times with maoilio^ 
basto, and three small trumps; and Lady Jersey woa 
above twenty pounds. Night, dear MD. 

28. I was at court to day, when the Abb6 Gautior 
whispered me, '* that a courier was just come with u 
account, that the French king had consented to all the J 
quccn^s demands; and his consent was carried tf 
Utrecht, and the peace will be signed in a few days;" 
I suppose the general peace cannot be so soon ready ; 
but that is no matter. The news presently ran uboot 
the court. I &aw the queen carried out in her chair, to 
take the air in the garden. I met Griffin at court, and 
he told me, '^ that orders were sent to examine Filby; 
and, if he be fit, to make him (I think he called it) aa 
assistanty'^ I donU know what, supervisor I think; but 
it is some employment a good deal better than his ovOi 
The parliament will have another short prorogatioiH 
though it is not known yet. I dined with lord treasnrer 
and his Saturday company, and left him at eight to put 
this in the post-i'ffice lime enough. And now I must bid 
you farewell, dearest rogues. God bless dear MI) ; aod 
love Pdfr. Farewell, MD, FW, Me, Lele. 

* His History of the Peace of Utrecht B. 
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LETTER LXL 

London, March I, 1712-13. 

It is out of my head whether I answered all your let- 
ter iu my last yesterday or uo. I think I was in haste, 
and could not : but now I see I answered a good deal 
of it; no, only about your brother, and Me^s bill. I 
dined with Lady Orkney, and we talked politics till 
eleven at night ; and, as usual, found every thing wi*ong, 
and put ourselves out of humour. Yes, I have Lady 
GiffardV picture sent me by your mother. It is boxe^i 
up at a place where my other things are. I have goods 
la two or three places; and when I leave a lodging, I 
box up the books I get (for I always get some) and come 
flaked into a new lodging ; and so on. Talk not to me 
of deaneries ; I know less of that than ever by much. 
iNight, MD. 

2. I went into the city to see Pat Rolt, who lodges 
"with a city cousin, a daughter of cousin Cleve (you are 
tBucb the wiser.) I had never been at her house before. 
Afy he-cousin Thomson the butcher is dead, or dying. 
1 dined with my printer, and walked home, and went to 
ait with Lady Clarges. I found four of them at whist ; 
Lady Godolphin was one. I sat by her, and talked of 
Iter cards, &c. ; but she would not give one look, nor say 
a word to me. She refused some time ago to be ac- 
quainted with me. You know she is Lord Marlborough's 
, eldest daughter. She is a fool for her pains, and Fll 
pull her down. What can I do for Dr. Smith's daugh- 
ter's husband ? I have no personal credit with any of the 
oommissioners. I will speak to Keatley ; but I believe 
it will signify nothing. In the customs people must rise 
by degrees, and he must at first take whal is very low, 
if he be qualified for that. Fpt mistakes me^ I «m \^<;i\. 

VOL. XXII. 'K 
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an^;Ty at your rccommcodiog anj one to me, provided 
you will take my answer. Some things are iu my vay, 
Bud then I serve those I can. But people will not dis- 
tinguish; but take things ill, when I have no power; 
but Ppt is wiser. And employments in general are 
very hard to be got. Night, M D. 

3. I dined to day with lonl treasurer, w ho chid me 
for my abteuce, which was only from Saturday last. 
The parliament was again prorogued for a week, and I 
suppose the peace will be ready by then, and the queeo 
will be able to be brought to tlie house, and make her 
speech. I saw Dr. Griilitli two or three months agc^at 
n Latin play at Westminster ; but did not speak to hi0> 
] hope lie will not die; I should be soiry for Fpt's 
tsake ; he is very tender of her. I have long lost all 
my colds, and the weather mends a little. I take sbiM 
steel drops, and my licad is pretty well. I walk wlien 
I can, but am grown very idle ; and, not fiuishtifg mj 
1 hing, I ramble abroad, and play at ombre. I shall be 
more careful in my physic than Mrs. Price : *tis not a 
larihing matter her death, I think ; and so I say no more 
to-niglit, but will read a dull book, and go sleep. Night} 
dear M D. 

4. Mr. Ford has been this half year inviting me to 
diue at his lodgings : so I did to-day, and brought tb^ 
|)i*ovost and Dr. Parnell with me, and my friend Lewis 
was there. Parncll went away, and the other three 
played at ombre, and I looked on ; which I love, and 
would not play. Tisdall is a pretty fellow, as you 
tay ; and when I come back to Ireland with nothfpg^hc 
will condole with me with abundance of secret pleasure. 
I believe I told you what he wrote to me, "That I 
have saved England, and he Ireland :^' but I can bear 
that. I have learned to hear and see, and say nothing* 
I was to see the Duchess Hamilton to-day, and met 
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£lith of IrelaDd jUst gokig out of her lioilse idto his 
t^oach. I Bskei her •* IttAv slie caftie to receive youn^ 
fello^rs?" ft seems lie had a ball in the Duke of Ha- 
itiilton's house when the duke died; and tlie ditcher 
got an advertiseihent put iu the Postboy, reflecting on 
tlie ball, because the Marlborough daaghters were there; 
and Blith came to beg the ducti^^s pardon, and dear 
himself. He is a sad d6g. Night, dear MD. 

*5. 'Ltidj Ma&ham has migcanied; but is almost veil 
i^in. I have paid many visits to-day. 1 met ;Blith 
at the duke of Orftiond's; and he begged me to carry 
Wm to the Duchess Hamilton, to beg her pardon again. 
I did, on purpose to see how the blunderbuss behaved 
Mmself ; but I begged the duchess to use hitn merciful- 
ly, for she is the devil of a teaser. The good of it is, 
' ^ ought to beg his pardon, for he meant no harm ; yet 
Ae would iDOt allow him to put in an advertisement to 
dear himself from hei's, though hers was all a lie. He 
appealed to me, nud I gravely gave it against him. i 
was at court to-day, and the foreign ministers have got 
a trick of employing me to speak for tliem to lord trea- 
'iarer and Lord Bolingbroke^ which I do wlicn thet;ase 
18 reasoimble, Tlie college need not fear ; I will not be 
their governor.* I dined with Sir Thomas Hatimer 
and hlB duchess. The duke of Onnond was thei'e, but 
we parted soon, and I went to visit Lord Pembroke for 
the first (im^; hut it was to «€^ ^me curious books. 
Lord Cholmondcley xx^tae in : but I would not talk to 
him, though he made many advances. I hate the scoun- 
lirel, fot all he. is your Griifilh's friend. Yes, yes, I am 
. abused enough, if that be all. Niglit, MD. 

6. I was to-day at an auction of pictures Milh Pratf, 
**od lai<l out two pounds five shillings for a picture of 

* Provost of Trimiy CoHege. "K . 
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Titian ; and if it were a Titian, It would be worth 
twice as roaoy pounds. If I am cheated, I'll part with 
it to Lord Masham : if it be a bargain, 1^11 keep it to 
myself. That's my conscience. But I made Pratt bay 
several piciurea for Lord Masham. Pratt is a great 
virtuoso that way. .1 dined with lord treasurer, but 
made him go to coiut at eight. I always tease him to 
be gone. I thought to have made Parnell dine with 
him, but he was ill ; his bead is out of order like mioe^ 
but more constant, poor boy ! — I was at lord treaoh 
rer's levee with the provost,, to ask a book for the col-' 
lege. I never go to his levee, unless it be to present 
somebody. 

7. Yes, I hope Leigh will soon be gone, a p — on 
him 1 I met him once, and lie talked gravely to me 
of '^ not seeing the Irish bisliops here, and the Irish gen- 
tlemen ;'' but I believe my answers fretted him enough. 
I would not (iifie with lord treasurer to-day, though it 
was Saturday (for he has cngnged me for to-morrow ;) 
but went and diued with Lord Masham, and played at 
ombre, sixpenny running ombre, for three horn's. There 
were three voles against me, and I was once a great 
loser, but came off* for three shillings and sixpence. One 
may easily lose five guineas at it. Lady Orkney is 
gone out of town to-day, and I could not see her far 
laziness, but wrote to her. She has left me some pby^ 
sic. I knew MD's [K)]itics before, and I think it pretty 
extraordinary^ and a great complinient to you, and I 
believe never three people conversed so much with so | 
little politics. I avoid all conversation with the othec ^] 
parly ; it is not to be borne, and I am sorry for it. 
yes, things are very dear. DD must come in at last with 
her two eggs a penny. There the provost was well, ap- 
plied. Paivisol has seut me a bill of fifty pounds, as I 
ordered him, which, 1 hoY*fi> ^^^^^ sctve me, aud bring 
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me OFer. Pray God MD does not be delayed for if j 
, but I Iiave had very little from him tfiib long time. I 
was not at court today ; a wonder ! Kight, dear MD- 
Lovp Pdfr. 

8. You must know, I give chocolate almost every day 
to two or three people that I suflTcr to come to see me 
io a morning. My man begins to lie pretty well. 'Tib 
nothing for people to be denied ten times. My mail 
knows all I will see, and denies me to every body else. 
This is the day of the queen's coming to the crown, an)i 
the day lord treasurer was slabbed by Guiscai*d. I was 
at court, where every body had their birthday clothes 
on, and I dined Milh lord tieasurer, who was very fine. 
He showed me some of the queen's speech, which 1 cor- 
rected in several places, and penned the vote of -addi'ess 
of thanks for the speecfi; but I was of opinion the house 
shouTd not sit on Tuesday next, unless thej hear the 
peace is signed; that is, provided they are sure it will 
be signed the week after, and so have one scolding for 
all. I^ight, MD. 

0. Lord treasurer would have had me dine with him 
to-day ; he desired me last night, but I refused, because 
he would not keep the day of his stabbing with all the 
catTinet, as he intended: so I dined with niy friend 
Lewis; and the provost, and Parnell, and Ford, were 
with us. I lost sixteen shillings at ombre ; I don't like 
it. At night Lewis brougiit r.s word, that the parlia- 
ment does not sit to-morrow. I hope tfiey are sure of * 
the peace by next M-eek, and then they are right, in my 
opinion : otherwise I think they have done wrong, and 
might have stft three weeks ago. People will grumble ; 
but lord treasurer cares not a rush. Lord keeper is 
suddenly taken ill of a quinsy, and some lords are 
commissioned, I think lord treasurer, to prorogue ihc !^^- 
HamcDt in his stead. You never sb.\^ ^ Vo^xv ^a Vvi5\ 
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^ ferment ami expectation. Mr. Pope lias publishcds 
line poem, called ^ Windsor Forest." Read it. N\^ 
MD. 

10. 1 was earlj this mormn«; (o see Lord Bolingbrokek 
I find be was of opioiop the paiHamcut sliould sit ; and 
says, '' they arc not sure the peace will be signed oeit' 
ircek." The prorogation is to this day senalgbt ( 
vent to look on a library I am going to buy» if we caa 
agree. I have olTurtd a hundred and twenty pouodi^ 
and ttill give ten pounds more. Lord Boliiigbroke will 
lend me the money. I was two hours poring over tbt 
books. I will sell some of them, and keep the reit^ 
but I doubt they woi^'t take the money. I diued in tbe 
city, and. sate an hour in the evening witblord.treaurer, 
who was 10. vecy good humour ; but reproached me for 
obt dining, with him yesterday and to-day. What will 
all this come to ? Lprd keeper had a pretty good nigbt, 
and 13 better, I was in pain, foe him* Kight,.M1X 

1 h I was this morning to visit the duke and duchess 
of Ormond, and the duchess of Hamilton, and went with 
the pro^KPat to an auction of pictures, and laid out four- 
teen shilliugs. I am in for it, if I had money ; but I 
doubt. I shall l>e undone ; for Sir Andrew ^ountaine io- 
Tited the provo&t and me to din^ with hiji^ and play at 
ombre, when I fairly loBt fourteen shiUiags. li won't 
do; and I shall be out of conceit with play this, good 
while. I am come home ; and it is late, and my ^ppy 
let out my fire,^id I am gone to bed, and writiAg theie^ 
and it is past twelv.e a good v^bile. Went out fqur ma^ 
tadores and a tnimp in black, and yet wa9 beastedb 
Very sad, faith ! Night, my dear rogues,^ MD. 

12. I was at another auctioa of pictures to-day, and 
4 great auction it was. I made I^ord Masham lay cot 
fprty pounds. There were pictures sold of twice ss 
inuch value apiece^ Out society met to-day at tfid 
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dttke of Beaufoil^s : a prodig^ious fine dioner, which I. 
hale ; but we did some busioess. Our printer was to 
attend us, as usual ; and the chancellor of the excbe« 
quer"^ sent the author of the ^' £xaminer,"t twenty 
{uineas. He is an ipgenious fellow^ hut the most con- 
founded vain coxcomb in the world, so that I dare not 
let liim see me, nor am acquainted with blm. I bad 
much discourse with the duke of Ormond (his mornings 
and am driving some points, to secure ****, I left the 
society at seven. I can't druik now at all with any 
pleasure. I love white Portugal wine better than claret^ 
champaign, or burgundy. I have a sad vulgar appetite. 
I remember Ppt used to nummkr^ when I came from a 
gieat dinner, and l^D had but a bit of mutton* I canr 
iiot endure above one dish ; nor ever could since I was 
9 boy, and loved stuffing. It was a fine day, which is 
a ranty with us, I assure you. Never fjetir two days to>> 
gether. Night, dear MD.. 

13. I had a rabble of Irish parsons this morning 
drinking my chocolate. I cannot remember appoint- 
ments. I was to have supped last night with the Sw€« 
dish envoy at his house, and some other company ; but 
fbigot it, and he rallied me to-day at Lord Bolingbroke's, 
who excused me, sayinf^ ^* the en¥oy ought not to be. 
angry, because I serve lord treasurer and him the same 
way.^^ Foe that reason, I very seldom promise to go 
any where. I dined with lord treasurer, who chid me 
for being absent so long, as he always does if I miss a 
day. I sat three hours this evening witli Lad j Jersey ;. 
but the first two hours she was at ombre with some com:- 
pany. I leA lord treasurer at eight ; I fancied he was 
a little tlioughtful,.for he was playing with an orange by 
fit^ ^ which," I told him, ^ among oommon men, lookr 
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ed like the spleen." This letter shall not go to-morroir : 
DO haste, youri/^; women ; Dothino; tliat presses. I pro- 
mised but once in three weeks, and I am better than my 
word. I wish the peace may be ready, I raran (hat ve 
have notice it is signed, l)efore Tuesday ; otherwise the 
grumbling will much increase. Night, dear MD. 

1 4. It was a lovely day this, and I took the advan- 
tage of walking a good deal in the park, before T weut 
to court. Colonel Disney, one of our society, is ill of a 
fever, and, we fear, in great danger. Wc all love him 
mightily, and he would be a great loss. I doubt I sbaD 
Dot buy the library ; for a roguish bookselL r has offered 
sixty pounds more than I designed to give ; so you see- 
I meant to have a good bargain. I dined with lord trea- 
surer and his Saturdn}" company ; but there were but 
seven at table. Lord Peterborow is ill, and spits blood,, 
with a bruise he got before he left England ; but, I be- 
lieve, an Italian lady he has brought over is the cause 
that his illness returns. You know old Lady BellasTse 
is dead at last ?- She has left Lord Berkeley of Strat- 
ton one of her executors, and it will be of great advan- 
tage to him ; they say above tea thousand pounds. I 
staid with lord treasurer upon business, after the com- 
pany was gone ; but I dare not tell you upon what. Mf 
letters would be gootl memoirs, if I durst venture to say 
a thousand things that pass ; but I hear so much of let- 
ters opening at your post-office, that I am fearful, Ac 
and so good night. Love Pdfr and MD. 

15. Lord treasurer engaged nie to dine with him 
again to-day, and I had ready what he wanted;* but be 
would not see it, but put me off till to-morrow. The 
queen goes to chapel now. She is carried in an open 
chair, and will be well enough to go to parliament oa 

• The Addrew in answer lo tti^ ^utetf^^^ceclVs N. 
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Tuesday, if the houses meet, whicli is not yet certaio ; 
Deither, indeed, can the ministers themselves tell; for it 
depeods on iriuds^ and weatlier, and circumstances of nc- 
gotiatioo. However, we go on as if it was certainly to 
meet; and I am to be at lord treasurer's to-morrow, 
apOD that supposition,' to settle some things relating that 
way. Ppt may understand me. The doctors tell me, 
* that if poor Colonel Disney does not get some sleep 
tD^uight, he must die." What care jou ? Ah ! but I 
da care. He is one of our societj ; a fellow of abun- 
dance of humour ; an old battered rake ; but very 
booest : not an old man, but an old rake. It was he 
that said of Jenny Kingdom, the maid of honour, wiio 
Is a little old, "that, since she could not get a husband, 
ihe queen should give her a brevet to act as a married 
woman." You don't understand this. They gave 
brevets to majors and captains, to act as colonels in the 
army. Brevets are commissions. Ask soldiers, dear 
arrahs. Night, MD. - 

16- I was at lord treasurer's- before he came ; and, aa- 
he entered, he told me, *' the parliament was prorogued 
tlH Thursday sennighti" They have had some ex- 
presses, by which they count that the peace may be' 
dgoed by that time; at least tiiat France, Holland, and 
we will sign some articles; by which we shall engage to 
tnga the peace when it is ready : but Spain has nc^' 
minister there ; for Monteleon who is to be (heir am- 
bassador at Utrecht, is not yet gone from- hence-; and 
till he is there, the Spaniards can sign no peace : and 
one thing take notice, that a general peace can liardly 
be finiahed these two mouths, so as to be proclaimea 
here ; for, after signing, it mtist be ratified ; that is, con- 
firmed by the several pi-inces at their courts, which to 
Spain will cost a mouth ; for we mu&t U^^^ uqnSk^^^ 

K 2^ 
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Ills ratified lo all eourti, before ire caa prodaiai.it. Ss 
be not in too mucli baste. Kigbt, MD. 

1 7. Tie Irisb folka were difiappoiDted, tbat tbe p»» 
Uanieut did not meet to-day, beeause it was St PatribUlk 
day ; and the mall was so fiiU of croisea^ that I thougn 
all the world was Iriab. M|8b Ashe la almost quite 
well, and 1 see the bishpp, but shall ooi jet go to hii 
IVKise.''^ I dioed agaia with lord treasurer; but the 
parliament being prorogued,: I must keep what I have 
till next week ; for I belieye he w^l not see it tOl jint 
the evening beiore the session. He has engaged me (o 
dine with him again to-morrow, though! did all I could 
to put it oflC,- but I don't c^re to disoblige him. TTigitf» 

18. I have now dined six dajs successively with lord 
treasurer; but to-night I stole away while he wasttlk- 
lug with somebody else, and so am at liberty to-morrow.. 
T^ere was. a lining report of a-general cessation of amn: 
eyery body had it at court; but, Ir believe, there i^ 
spthing in it. , I- asked ; a^ certain French- minister how. 
tilings went? And iie whispered me in Frendv ** Youfr 
plenipotentiaries aod ours play the fopl." Non^ of ai 
indeed approve of the conduct of either at this tine; 
but lord tre^urer was in full gpod humour for. all that) 
He had invited a good many of his relations^; aqd, oCs 
dozen at table, they were all of the Hadey Camily but 
myself. Qisney is recovering, though you don't caie a 
|traw. Dilly m.ui^er^ us with bis if pun^ Tou knov 
them. Nighty MI). . 

1|» The bishop of Clogher has made an if pun,; that 
he is mighty, proud of^ and designs to send it over to bi» 
brother Tom. But Sir Andrew Fountaine has wrote la^ 
Tom Ashe, last post» and told him the puq, anddesiri^ 

*Swlfl never Tto^d^twnaW^wt* H. 
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him to send lit orer to the bishop as his pwo ; and, if it 
succeeds, it will be a- pure bite. The bishop will tell ifr 
us as a wonder, " that be and tiis brother should jump so 
exactly." I'll tell you the pun. If there was a. hackney 
coach at Mr. Poo!ey's door, what towa in Egypt wouki 
it be ? Why, it would be Hccatompolis ; ^ Hack at Tom 
Fooley's.'* Silly, says Ppt. I dined with a private 
friend to-day ; for our society, I, told you, meet but oucc 
a- fortnight. I have not seen Fanny Manley yet ;. I 
can't help it. Lady Orkney is-come to town : why she 
was at her counti^ house ; what care you ?. I^ght, MD. 
2(K Dilly read^ me a letter to day, from Ppt. She 
ae£ms to have scratched her head when she wrote if. 
'Xia a sad thing to write to people without taste. Then; 
you say, " you hear I was going to. Bath." No such 
thiug ; I am pretty well, I thank God. The town is now 
sending me to Savoy. Forty people have given me joy 
of it, yet there is not the least truth that I know in if. 
I was at an auction of. picture^ but bought none. I was 
so glad of my libej'ty,.that L would dine no where;. but, 
the weather being.fioe,.! sauntered into the dty, andate 
a bit about five, and then supped at Mr. Burke's, your 
accomptant gjeneral,. who. had. been engaging me this 
month. The bishop of Clogher wasto have been there, 
hut was hindered by Lord Pa^ci!*- funeral.* The pro- 
vost and I sat till one o'clock f and; if that be not late, 1 
dou't know what is late.. Parnell's poem will be pub- 
lished on Monday, aud to-morrow I design he shall pre- 
sent it to. lord treasurer and Lord Bolingbroke at court. 
The. poor lad is almost always out of order with his 
head. Burke's wife is his sister. She has a little of 
the pert Irish way. Night, MD». 

* tViDiam Urd Paget died Feb-.2B, 1712L N. 

k3 
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21. Moroiog. I will now fiuisli my letter; for com- 
pany will come, aod a stir, aud a clutter; and I'll'keep 
the letter in my pocket, aud give it into the post myself. 
I must go to court, and you know on Saturday I dine 
with lord treasurer of course. Faifewell, deai-est MD, 
TW, Me, Lele. 



LETTER LXII. 

London, March 21> 1712-13. 

I GAVE your letter in this uight. I dined with loid 
treasurer to-day, and find he has been at a meeting at 
Lord Halifax's house witli four principal whigs ; but he 
is icsolvcd to begin a speech against them when the par- 
liiment sits; and I have begged that the ministry may 
have a meeting on purpose to settle that matter, and let 
us be the attackers; and I believe it will come to som^ 
tiling, for the whigs intend to attack the ministers : and 
if, instead of that, the ministers attack the whigs^ it wili 
be better: aud farther, I believe we shall attack thes 
on tliose very points they intend to attack us. The par* 
liament will be again prorogued for a fortnight^ because 
of Passion week. I forgot to tell you that Mr. Griffia 
has given Ppt's brother a new employment, about ten 
pounds a year better than his former; but more remote^ 
and ccr.isequeutl)' cheaper. I wish I could have done 
better, aud hope that you will take what can be done ia 
good part, and that Fpt's brother will not dislike it 
Night, dearest MD. 

22. 1 dined to day with lord steward.* There Frank 
Annesley (a parliament-oianj told me " he had heard tiial 
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I hfkdf vr^oie to my frfemls io Ireland to keep finn to the 
llrliig interest ; for Ibflt lord treasurer woald certainly 
declare for it after the peace." Aonesley said, " twenty 
people had told him tliis." Yeu must know this is what 
they endeavour to report of lord treasurer, '^ that he de- 
signs to declare for the whigs;" and a Scotch fellow has' 
wrote the same to Scotland :^ and his meeting with those 
lords gives occasion to such reports. Let me iiencelbrdi 
6all- lord treasurer Eltee, because possibly my letters may 
be opened. Pray remember Eltee. You know the rea^ 
son. L. T. and Eltee are pronounced the same way; 
Stay, it is now five weeks since I had a letter from MIX 
I allow you six. You see why I cannot come over th6 
begtouing of April. Whoever has to do with this minis- 
try, can Gx no time : but, as hope saved, it is not Pdfr's 
iinilt 

23. I dined to-day at Sir Thomas Haumer^s, by aft 
eld^appointment : there was the duke of Ormond, and 
Lord and Lady Orkney. I left them at" six. Every 
body is as sour as vinegar. I endeavour to, keep a &m 
friendsliip between the duke of Ormond- and EUtee. You 
know who Eltee is (or have you lorgot already ?) I 
kftve great designs, if I can compass them ; but delay is 
rooted in Eltee's herirt ; yet the fault is not altogcthet 
there, that things are no better. Here is the cuisedest 
libel in verse come out that ever was seen, called ^ The 
Ambassadress;''"'^ it is ver^' dull too ; it has been printed 
three or four different ways, and is handed about, biit 
Dot sold. It abuses the queen horribly* The Exami- 

* It Vas entitled, ** The British Ambassadresses Speech'* to the 
French Ving. For publishing it, Mr. William Hart, the printer, of 
the Flying Post, was tried in the court of Queen*8 Bench, June 27, 
1713, and sentcnced^^o stand twice in the pillory, to pay a fine 6f50L 
to her mgJeHy, to be imprisoned tiro years, and till he should pay the 
said Qpo ; laod to find sulJQcieat svtreties for \m %QQ^\)%\iv< vw» ^xseSa!?;^ 
Ufe. B. 
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ser* has cleared me to-da^ of being author of hk papery' 
and done it with great civilities to me. I hope it will' 
stop people's mouths; if not, they must go oa and be 
haogpd« I care not. 'Tia terrible rainy weather, 1% 
go sleep. Nighty dearest Sf D. 

24. It rained all this day, and ruined me in coacb* 
hire. I went to Colonel Disuey, who ia past dapgnw 
Tben I visiteil lord keeper, who was at dinner ; but I 
would not dine with him, but drove to lord treasuRTr 
{ElUe I mean ;) paid the coachman, and went in ; but he 
dined abroad : so I was forced to caU, the coachaiaa 
again,^ and yeut to Lord Bolingbroke's. He dined 
abroad too ; and at Lord Dupplin's I alighted, and by 
good hick got a dinner there, and then went to the Latin, 
play at Westminster school, acted by the boys ;^. and kcd 
treasurer {Eltee I mean again) honoured them with bis. 
presence. Lady Masliam's eldest son, abo^ut two yeais 
old, is ill,, and Lam afraid will not live : she is full of 

* Ih the original i^aminer, the pasiage is as follows: " They have 
t«ena long time laying a load upon a gentleman of the first charader 
Sat learning, good sense, wit, andmore virtues,, than •ven they casKl. 
€»ff and iliustrate by all the opposition and extremes of Wee, which ai«^ 
the compoands of their party. He is indeed fully accomplished to be. 
mortally hated by them, and they needed not to charge him witfc 
writing thie Examiner, as if that were a sufficient revenge ; in nhitk 
ttiey show, as little judgment as truth. I here pronounce, him dear of 
that iniputatlon ; and, out of (rare regard to justice, strip myseffof aD 
thje- honour that lucky untruth did this paper, reserving to myself tbs 
entertaining reflection, that I was once taken for a man, who has a. 
thousand other recommendations, be«ide the malice of the worst meii 
to make him loved and esteemed by the. best : This is the second tine 
l-hav« humoared tba^ party, by ptiblitly declaring who is notthea» 
thor of the Examiner. I will lend them no more light, because tbc; 
do not love it. I could only wish, .that their invectives against that- 
gentleman had been, considerable enough to call forth his public rtr- 
sentments^ and I stand amazed at theib folly, in provokioif so no^ 
ruig to their party. Their iqtelleotiials must be as stupid as tbcil 
soosciences, not to dread the terrors of his pen, though they met hin 
with all that spite to his persoi»^ whWh th^y cvc^. expressed ag^ilHi. 
iu9 order/* H. 
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^ie^ and I pity and amangcy with her. Four Bhilliogfi 
to-daj io coach-faire; faiUi». it wou\ do. Our peace 
will certaiiUy be ready by Thursday fortuight : . but out 
pleDipotentiarjes ytera tQ blame, that it was not dooe 
already.. They thought their powers were not full 
enough to sign. the (iteace, unless eveiy prince wasrea. 
dy, which cannot yet he; foe Spain has na minister yet 
at Utrecht;, bjut now ouca^have now orders. Night,, 
HI). 

. , 2^5. Weather worse than ever; terrible rait^all day^ 
\^i I was resolved I would spend no more money. I 
irent to an auction of pictures with Dr. Pratt, and there 
iDet the dtike of Beaufort, who promised to come with 
me to court, hu$ did not. So a coach I got, and went 
\0 court, aad.didson^ little business there, but was forc- 
ed to go home i. for, you must.understaod, I:talLe a little 
jjbysicover night, which. works me next day. Lady 
Ojskuisy i» my physician. It is hiera.picra two spoon?^ 
fuls, devilish stuff! I though t.t^i have dined with £ltee» 
koit would not merely to save a shilling ; but I dined 
pigivately with a friend, and played, at ombre, and. won 
rix sbilUpgs. Here are several people of quality lately 
dead of the small pox. I have not yet seen Miss Ashe^ 
taut hear she is welL, The bishop of Clogher has bought^ 
abuodance of pictures, and Dr. Pratt has got him veiy 
good pennyworths. I ^an get no w.alks^ the weather Is 
so bad. Is it sokwlth you ? Night, dear AID. 

2|0. Though it was shavingday, head and beard,, yet 
I wiuLQut early to see Lord Bolingbroke, and talk over/ 
affairs with him ; and then I went to the duke of Orr 
mond, and so to court, where the ministers did not come, 
because the parliament was prorogued till this day fortr 
Qjigtit. We had terrible rain and hail to day. Our so- 
ciety met this day, but I left them before iseven, and^. 
wnt to Sir Apdrew Foiintaine, auA \A«^tdL ^V'js^jt* 
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tf ith him and Sir Thomas Clar«:r8 till ten, am! then vent 
to Sir Thomas Ilanmer. His wife, the duchess of Graf- 
ton, left US after a little while, and I staid with him about 
an hour upon some affaii's, <S:c. Lord Bolingbroke left 
us at the society before I went; for there is an espres 
from Utrecht, but I know not yet what it contains; 
only I know the ministers expect the peace will be si^- 
ed in a week, which is a week before the session. Night,< 
MD. 

27. Parneirspoem is mightily esteemed; but poetrjr , 
sells ill. 1 am plagued wilh that ****, poor Harrison'^ 
mother; you would laugh to see how cautious I am of. 
payins: her the hundred pounds, I received for her son 
from the treasury. I have asked* every creature I 
know, whether I may do it safely ; yet durst not verf- 
ture, till my lord keeper assured me there u as no dan- 
ger. Yet I have not paid her, but will in a day or two; , 
tliough I have a great mind to stay till Ppt sends me ha 
opinion, because Ppt is a great lawyer. I dined to-day 
wilh a mixture of people at a Scotchman's, who made 
the invitation to Mr. Lewis and roe, and has some de- 
sign upon us, which we know very well. I went afterward 
to see ' a famous moving picture, and t never saw any 
thing so pretty. You see a sea ten inches wide, a town 
at the other end, and ships sailing in the sea, and db- 
charging their cannon. You see a great sky wilh moon 
and stars, &c. I am a fool. JNTight, dear MD. 

28. I had a mighty levee today, I deny myself to 
every body, except about half a dozen, and they were 
all here, and Mr. Addison was one. I had chocolate 
twice, which I don't like. Our rainy weather continues. 
Coach-hire goes deep. I dhied with Eltee and his Satur- 
day company, as usual, and could not get away till 
nine. Lord Peterborow was making long harangued^ 
a«c/ JEKce kept me in spile, lYk^vxl ^^\5^ Vi^^\V«. 



JOURNAL TO STELLA. 217 

bishop of Ossory, who had engaged me id the morning'f 
he is going to Ireland. The bishop of Killaloe and Tom 
Leigh were with us. The latter had wholly changed 
his style by seeing how the bishops behated themselves; 
and he seemed to think me one of more importance thadf 
I really am. I put the jil conduct of the bishops about 
the first fruits, with relation to Ehee and me, strongly 
upon Killaloe, and showed how it had hindered me from 
getting a better thing for them, called the crorvn rents^ 
which the qireen had promised. He had nothing to say, 
but was humble, and desired my interest in that and 
gome other things. This letter is half done in a weele; 
I believe you will have it next. JNlght, MD. 

29. I have been employed in endeavouring to save 
One of your junior fellows,* who came over here for a 
dispensation from taking orders, and, in soliciting it, has 
run out his time, and now his fellowship is void, if the 
college pleases, unless the queen suspends the execution, 
aiid gives him time to take orders. I spoke to all the 
ministers yesterday about it ; but they say, ** the queen 
IS angry, and thought it was a trick to deceive her;** 
and she is positive, and so the man must be ruined, for I 
cannot help him. I never saw him m my life : but the' 
case was so hard, I could not forbear interposing. Tour 
government recommended hini to the duke of Ormobdj 
and he thought they would grant it; and by the time \i 
was refused, the fellowship by rigour is forfeited. I 
dined with Dr. Arbuthnot (one of my brothers) at his 
lodgings in Chelsea, and was there at chapel ; and' the 
aUar put me in mind of TisdalPs outlandish mould at 
your hospital for the soldiers. T was not at court to-day, 

* Mr. Charles Gratlan, afterward master of the royal free-school at 
Inniskilling, founded, with seven more, in the province of Ulster, by 
King Charles I ; and afterward nohly endowed by &s^%\!ek»&^tcE^> 
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tod I hear the qaeea was not at church. Perhaps the 
gout hat seiaed her agaio. Terrible raia all daj. Have 
jou iueh weather ? Night, MD. 

30. Morning. I was Darning some time ago, to a cei^ 
tain person, another certain person, th|^ was ver^ deserr- 
ing, aad poor, and sicklj; and the other, that first ce^ 
tain person, gave me a hundred pounds^ to give the ether^ 
which I ha?e nol yet done.. The person, whais ta have 
it^ never saw the giver, nor expects one fartbiog, nor 
has tlie least knowledge or imagination of it ; so I be- 
lieve it will be a verj agreeable surprise f for I think it 
is. a handsome present enough. At night I dibed in the 
citj, at PoDtack's, with Lord Dupplin* and some others. 
We were treated by one Colonel Cleland, who has a 
mind to be governor of Baibadoes, and is laying these 
Ipog traps for me and others, to engage our interest for 
him.. He is a true Scotchman. I paid the hundred 
pounds this eveaing^ and it was a great surprise to the 
receiver. We reckon the peace is now signed, aod thai: 
we shall have it in three days. I beKeve it is pretty 
sure. Night, MD. 

31. I thought to-day on Ppt when she told me she 
supposed I was acquaiated with the steward, when I was 
giving myself airs of being at some lord^s house. Sir 
Andrew Fountaine invited the bishop of Clogher and 
me, and some others, to dine wher^ he did ;. and he ca^ 
ried us to the duke of Kent's, who was gone out of town ; 
but the steward treated us nobly, and showed us the fine 
pictures, &c.. I have not yet seen Miss Ashe. I wait 
till she has been abroad, and taken tlie air. This eveor 
ing Lady Masham, Dr. Arbuthnot, and I, were contrif-- 

* Thes M€ qf tKt. tj^Uert of the djcbe^ier. H. 
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iog a lie for (omorroir, that Mr. Noble,** who was hang- 
ed last Satui:da7^ was recovered, by faUfirieiidsi aodUieB 
seized again by the sheri^ and fa now ia a 0168100961^8 
hands at the EJack Swan in Holboro. We are all to 
9end to our friends, to know whether they hare heard 
nny thing of it, and so we hope it will spread. How^ 
ever, we shall do our endeavours; nothing shall be 
wanting on oiur parts, and leav^ the rest to for.tune» 
I^4ght, MD. 

April K We l^d no success ia our story,, thoi^h I 
sent my man to several Houaes,^ to inquire arqong the 
fMtmeo, without letting hini into the secret; but I 
dpubt ray coUeaguea did not contribute as they ought. 
Famell and I dined with Dariineuf to day. You hav» 
hiuffd of Dariineuf: I have told you of Dartineuf* Aj& 
ter dinner we all went to Lord Bpliogbipke's,, who had 
denred me to dine with him.;^ but I would not^ because 
J heard it was to look QV,er a dull poeoi. of ope parson 
Trap, upon die peace., The Swedish envoy told me to- 
^y at court, that he was in great apprehensions about 
his master; and indeed we are afraid that princef la 
dead ampng these Turkish dogs. I prevailed on Lord 
BgKngbroke to. invite Mr. Addisoo.to dipe with him 00 
Qpod ]f riday.^ I suppose we shall be mi^ty mannerly. 
Addison Is to have a play on Friday io £a8ter week : 
'Us a tragedy, called "^ Cato;" I saw it unfinished some 
yean ago. Did I tell you, that St^le has begun a new 

* Richard Noble, aa attorney at New. Inn, executed at Kinsstoo, 
for ^he.murder of John Sayer, £iq. whoee wife, the daughter of Ad- 
miral Nevill, he had seduced firom her husband. In Bishop Fleet' 
wood^s Works, p. 667, i# a sermon on thf death of Mr» Noble, 
without his name. N. 

i Charles the Twelftli, 1^ 
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'daily paper, called •* The Guardian :"* they say good 
for uothing. I<4iave not seen it.^ Ni^ht, dear MD. 

2. I was this morning with Lord Bolingbrol^e, and 
he tells me a Spanish courier is just come, with the oevi 
that the king of Spain has agreed to every thing that 
the queen desires ; and the duke d'Ossuna has left Ft- 
ris, in order to his journey to Utrecht. I was prevsdl- 
ed on to come home with Trap, and read his poem, and 
correct it; but it was £:ood for nothing. While I was 
thus employed, Sir Thomas Haumer came up to mj 
chamber, and balked me of a journey he and I intend- 
ed this week to Lord Orkney's, at ClifTden; but he is 
not well, and his pliysicinn will not let him undertake 
such a journey. I intended to dine with lord treasu- 
rer; but going to see Colonel Disney, who lives with 
General Withers, I liked the generaPs little dinner so 
weit, that I staid and took share of it, and did not go 
to lord treasurer till six, where J found Dr. Sacheve- 
rell, w ho told us, " that the bookseller had given bim 
lOOZ. for his sermoof preached last Sunday, and inteD(^ 
cd to print 30,000." I believe he will be confoundedly 
bit, and will hardly sell above half. I have fires stilly 
though April is begun, against my old maxim ; but the 
weather is wet and cold. I never saw sffch a long ran 
of ill weather in my life. Night, dear MD. 



• That paper began to be published on Thursday, March 12, 171*- 
13. B. 

t His (Sachevereirs) sermon, preached at St. Saviour's church,- in 
Southwark, of which he waR one of the chaplains, on Luke xxiii.'3l, 
on occasion of the expiration of the three years silence imposed opfl* 
him by the house of lordji, in consequence of his impeachment is 
1709. The sermon was published under the tide of " The Christiaa 
Triumph,'' or the duty of praying for our enemies. In April, 1713^. 
he was presented by the qupcn to the rectory of St. Andrew*j?, Hoi* 
born, which liad been held i?i commendam by Dr. Thomas ManmD(- 
hamf w ith the bishoprick. oC ChVcVie^tfiT . B. 
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3. I was at the queen's chapel to da7, but she was^ ^ 
BOt there. Mr. St Joha, Lord Boliii;;broke'8 brother, 
came this day at uoon with an express from Utrecht, 
" that the peace is signed by all the ministers there, but 
those of the emperor, who will likewise sign in a few 
days ;" so that now the great work is in effect done, and 
I believe it will appear a most excellent peace for Eu- 
rope, particularly for England. Addison and I, and 
Bome others, dined with Lord Bolingbroke, and sate 
with him till twelve. We were very civil, but yet 
when we grew warm, we talked in a friendly manner of 
party. Addison raised his objections, and Lord Bo- 
lingbroke answered them with great complaisance. Ad- 
dison began Lord Somers' health, which went about; 
but I bid him not name Lord Wharton's, for I would 
not pledge it ; and I told Lord Bolingbroke frankly, 
that Addison loved Lord Whaiton as little as I did : so 
we laughed, &c. Well, but you are glad of the peace, you 
Ppt the trimmer, are not you ? As for DD, I don't doubt 
her. Why, now, if I did not think Ppt had been a 
violent tory, and BB the greater whig of the two ! It ia 
late. Night, MD. 

4. This passion week, people are so demure, espe- 
tially this last day, that I told Dilly, who called here, 
that I would dine with him, and so I did, faith ; and 
had a small shoulder of mutton of my own bespeaking, 
it rained all day. I came home at seven, and have ne- 
ver stirred out, but have been reading Sacheverell's 
long dull sermon, which he sent me. It is the first ser- 
mon since his suspension is expired ; but not a word in 
it upon the occasion, except two or three remote hints. 
The bishop of Clogher has been sadly bit by Tom Ashe, 
irho sent him a pun, which the bishop had made, and 
designed to send to him, but delayed it ; and Lord 
J^embroke and I made Sir Andrew ¥o\i\iVa\vi^^\\VfcNN.v» 
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Tom. I belicTe I (old you of it io iay last ; it ^CceM^ 
ed right, &nd the bishop was w(»nderinp[ t6 Lord Foff- 
broke liow he and Ids brother could hit oo the ttIM 
thiug. I'll go to bed soou, for I must be at church Iff 
eight tomorrow, Easter daj. I^bt, *dear MO. 

5. WaiburtoD Hl^te to me two letters albout a liviif 
irf one Fonlkes, who is lately dead in the county of 
Meath. My an^er is, '' that, before I received Ibe 
first letter, General Oorges had recommended a fneoA 
of his to the duke of Ormond, wliich was the first tiine 
I heard of its vacancy, and it wa& the provost told me 
of it." I believe verily that Foulkes was not dead 
when Gorges recommended the other : f«)r Wart>urtoD*s 
last letter said, that Foulkes was dead the day before 
tlie date. This has prevented mc from strvtog WaAur- 
ton ; as I wottM ha\'e done, if I had received earty no- 
tice enough. Pray say or write tliis to Warbnrton to 
justify me to him. I was at church at eight this morn- 
ing, and dressed and shaved after I came back, Imt was 
too late at court ; and I^ord Abingdon had like to have 
snapped mc for dinner, and I believe will fall out for re- 
fusing him : but I hate dining with him, and I dined with 
tk private frictid, and took two or three good walks; for 
it was a very lino day, the first We have had a great 
while. Remember, was Easter day a line day with 
you ? I have sat with Lady Worsley till now* Si^U 

e. I was this morning at ten at the rehlBarsal of Mr. 
Addison's play, called « Cato," whicfi is to be acted on 
Friday. There were hot Ubove half a score of os td 
see it. We stood on the stage, and it was fodiak 
enough to see the actors prompted every moment, aod 
the poet directing them ; a^id the drab lliat acts C«to> 
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dattgbtei^ out iu the midst of a passionate part, and'tliett 
caning out, ^' Wliaf 8 next ?" I1ie bishop of Clogbcft 
yfBM there too^ but be stood privately ia a gallery. I 
vent to dice ivith lord treasurer, but be was gone to 
Wimbledon, hia daughter Caermartheu^s country seat, 
seven miles olT. So t Mrent back, and dined privately 
with Mr. Addison, whom I had left to go to lord trea^ 
surer. I keep (ires yet; I am very extravagant. I 
aate this evening with Sir Andrew Fountaine, and we 
amused ourselves with making tfs for Dilly. It is rainy 
breather again ; never saw lire like. This letter shall 
.go to morrow. Remember, young women, it is seven 
veeks unce your last, and I allow you but five weeks; 
but you have been galloping in the country to Swan> 
ton's. Fray tell S wanton I had his letter, l>ut cannot 
contiive how to serve him. If a governor were to go 
over, I would recommend him as far as lay in my 
power, but I can do no more ; and you know all em- 
ployments in Ireland, at least almost all, are engaged in 
reversions. If I were on the spot, and had credit with 
a lord lieutenant, I would very heartily recommend him ; 
but employments here are no more in my power than the 
monarchy itself. Night, dear MD. 

7. Morning. I have had a visiter here, that has 
taken up my time. I have not been abroad, you may 
be sure ; so I can say nothing to-day, but that I love 
iVID better than ever if possible. I will put this in the 
post-office ; so I say no more. I write by this post to 
the dean, but it is not above two lines; and one enclosed 
to you, but that enclosed to you is not above three lines; 
and then one enclosed to the dean, which he must not 
have, but upon condition of burning it immediately af*- 
ler reading, and that before your eyes ; for there are 

* Mrs. Oldfield. B. 
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some things in it I would not have liable to acddeot. 
You shRil oul} know in general, iliat it is an accouDt of 
what I have done to serve him in his pretensions oo 
these vacancies, S:c. But he must not know that jou 
know so much. DouH this perplex 70U? what care 
I ? But love Pdfr. Farewell, dearest MD, FW, Me. 
Eele. 



LETTER LXIII. 

London, April 7, 1713. 

I FANCY I marked my last, which I sent thb daj^ 
wrong ; only 01, and it ought to be 62. I dined with 
lord treasurer, and tliough the business I had with him 
is somctliing against Thursday, when the parliament is 
to meet, and this is Tuesday, yet he put it off till to- 
morrow. I dare not tell you what it is, lest this letter 
should miscarry or be opened ; but I never saw his fel- 
low for delays. The parliament will now certainly sit, 
and every body's expectations are ready to burst. At 
a council to-night, tlie lord chief justice Parker,* a 
-whig, spoke against the peace; so did Lord Cholmoude- 
ley, another whig, who is treasurer of the houshold. 
My lord keeper was this night made lord cliancellor. 
We hope there will soon be some removes. Nighti 
dearest little MD. 

8. Lord Cholmondeley is this day removed from hii 
employment, for his last night's speech ; and Sir Richard 
Temple, lieutenant general, tlie greatest whig in the 
army, is turned out ; and Lieutenant General Palmei 
will be obliged to sell his regiment. This is the firtl- 

• Afterward earl of Macclesfield. H. 
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h$of a frieedship I bare establighed between two 
»l meD. I dined irStlilord treasurer, and did the'W 
1698 1 had for him to his sditisraction. I w^n't teil 7011 
lat it was. Tlie paiiiameDt sits to-morrow for certain, 
nreis a letter printed in Macarttiey^ name, vindicat- 
1; himself from (he murder of Duke Haniilton. I must 
re some hints to have it answered ; 'tis fuH of lies, and 
11 give sin opportunity of exposing that pWriy. To- 
Hrrow will be a very important day. All the world 
n be at Westminster, Lord treasurer is as easy as a 
nb. They are mustering up t!ie proxies of the al> 
it lords; but they are not in any fear of wanting a ma- 
lty, which deaCh and accidents have increased this 
IT. Night, MD. 

d. I was this morning with lord treasurer, ^o [ircseni 
hiAi k ybtii^ son of, the late earl of Jci-sey, at the do- 
se iiX the widow. Tiiere I saw the mace and great 
ach ready for lord treasurer, wl)o was going to parlia- 
mt. Our society met to-day; but I expected the 
dues would sit longer tliao I cared to fast ; so I dined . 
itb a friend, and never ioqltired how matters went till 
ght this evening, when I went to Lord Orkney's, 
liere I found Sir Thomas Hanmer. The queen deli- 
sred her speech very well, but a little weaker in her 
lice. The crowd was vast. The order for an address 
M moved, and op; osed by Lords Nottingham, Halifax, 
id Cowper. Lord ticasurer spoke li'ith great spirit 
id resolution; Lord Feterborow flirted against the 
ake of Marlborough (who is in Germany you know) 
It it was in answer to one of Lord Halifax's impertr- 
•nces. The order for an address passed by a niajori- 
of thirty-three, and the bouses rose before six. This 
tbe account I heard at Lord Orkney's. The bisliop 

VOi^. XXII. I' 
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of Chester,* a high torj, was against the i^urt. The 
duchess of Marlborough sent for him soine months agis 
to justifj herself to him in relation to the queen, and 
showed him letters and told him stories, which the weak 
man believed, and was converted. 

10. I dined with a cousin in the city, and poor Pit 
Holt was there. I have got her rogue of a husband 
leave to come to England from Portmahon. The whigi 
are much down ; but I reckon tbe^^ have some scheme 
in agitation. This parliament time hinders our cooit 
meetings on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays I 
had a great deal of business to-night, which gave me a 
temptation to be idle, and I lost a dozen shillings at 
ombre with Dr. Pratt and another. It rains every dajr, 
and yet we are all over dust. Lady Masham's eldest 
boy is very ill : I doubt he will not live, and she stays 
at Kensington to nurse him, which vexes us all. She 
is so excessively fond, it makes me mad. She should 
never leave the queen, but leave every thing, to stick 
to what is so much the interest of the public, as well as 
her own. This I tell her; but talk to the winds. 
Night, MD. 

11. I dined at lord treasurer's with his Saturday 
company. We had ten at table, all lords but myself 
and the chancellor of the exchequer. Argyle went off 
at six, and was in very indifferent humour as usual 
Duke of Ormond and Lord Bolingbroke were absent 
I staid till near ten. Lord treasurer showed us a sinail 
picture, enamelled work, and set in gold, worth about 
twenty pounds ; a picture, I mean of the queen, whick 
she gave to the duchess of Marlborough, set in diamond!' 
When the duchess was leaving England, she took off iH 
the diamonds, and gave the picture to one Mrs. HiggioSi 

* Pr. Fi anciB QastreW, coawiT^\£^ \a \!Ea.\. %e.t k^nl 4, 1713. & 
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{wi old lotri/^uiog woman, whom every body knows) 
biddiuo; her make (he best of it she could. Lord trea* 
«urer sent to Mrs. Higgins for this picture, and gave 
ber a hundred pounds for it Was ever such an un- 
grateful beast as that duchess ? or did you ever heat 
such a story ? I suppose the whigs will not believe it. 
Pray, try them. She takes off the diamonds, and giveft 
away the picture, to an insignificant woman, as a thing 
of no consequence ; and gives it to her to sell, like a 
piece of old fashioned plate. Is she not a detestable 
•lut ? Ni^t, dear MD. 

12. I went to court to-day, on purpose to present Mr. 
Berkeley,* one of your fellows of Dublin college, to 
Lord Berkeley of Stratton. That Mr. Berkeley is a 
very ingenious roan, and great philosoplier, and I hate 
mentioned him to all the ministers, and have given them 
tome of his writings; and I will favour him as much as 
I can. This I think I am bound to, in honour and con- 
science, to use all my little credit toward helping for> 
ward men of worth in the world.f The queen was at 
chapel to-day, and looks well. I dined at Lord Ork- 
ney's with the duke of Ormond, Lord AiTan, and Sir 
Thomas Hanmer. Mr. St. John, secretary at Utrecht, 
expects every moment to return there with the ratifica- 
tion of the peace. Did I tell you in my last of Addi* 
son's play called " Cato," and that I was at the rehear- 

^ sal of it ? Night, MD. 

13. This morning my friend Mr. Lewis came to me» 
and showed me an order for a warrant for three deane- 
ries ; but none of them to me. This was what I always 
foresaw, and received the notice of it better, I believe, 
than he expected. I bid M|-. Lewis tell my^Iord trea- 

* Afterward the celebrated bishop of Cloync. H. 
f Swift procured him to be sent secretary and chaplain to Sicilyi 
with the earl of Peterborcw. 'H. 
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surer, *' that I take nothing ill of him, but his not giiN 
ing roe timely notice, as he promised to do^ if he fonod 
the queen would do nothing for me/' At uoon, lord 
treasurer hearing I was in Mr. Lewises office, came to 
me, and said many things too long to repeat. I told 
him, *' I liad nothing to do but go to Ireland imroedir 
ately ; for I could not, with any reputation, stay longer 
here, unless I had something honourable immediatelj 
given to me." We dined together at the duke of 0^ 
niond's. lie there told me, *' he had stopped the war- 
rants for the deans, tliat what was done for me might be 
at tlic same time, and he hoped to compass it to-night ;^ 
hut I believe him not. I told the duke of Ormond my 
intentions. He is content Sterne should- be a bisbo}^ 
and I have St. Patrick's; but, I believe, Dothing will 
come of it, for stay I will not ; and so I believe, for all 
^j,f »*** ***»^ yQij may see roe in Dublin before April 
ends. I am less out of humour than jou would imagine : 
and if it were not that impertinent people will condok 
with me, as they used to give me joy, I would value it 
less. But I will avoid company, and muster up ray 
baggage, and send tliem next Monday by the carrier to 
Chester, and come and see my willows, against the ex- 
pectation of all tlie world. What care I ? Nigbt» 
dearest rogues, MD. 

14. I dined in the city to- day, and ordered a lodgio^ 
to be got ready for me against I came to pack up my 
things ; for I will leaVe this end of the town as soon as 
ever the warrants for the deaueries are out, whidi are 
yet stopped. Lord treasurer told Mr. Lewis, " that it 
should be determined tonight :" and so he will say a 
hundi*ed nights. So he said yesterday, but I value it 
not. My daily journals shall be but short till I get into 
the city, ami then I will send away this, and follow it 
myseU; and design to \v«ilk it all the way to Chester, 
niy man and T, by lct\ tixWcs ^ (\tv^. \\. V^ ^si\s^ 
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I 
\ 

kealth a great ^eal of good. I shall dak in fourteen 
days. Night, dear IV] D. 

1 5. Lord BeiiDgbroke made roe dfne wiih hhn to-day. 
I was as good compHjiy as ever : and t^ld me " the 
queen would determiae soroetliing for me to night." 
The dispute is, Windsor, or St. Pafyick^s. I told him, 
" I would not stay for their disputes ;^ and he thought 
I was in the right. Lord Masham told me, ** that Lady 
Masham is angry I have not been to see her since this 
bofiiness, and desires I will come to-morrow." Night,, 
dear MD. 

16. I was this noon at Lady Masham 's^ who was just 
come from Kensington, where her eldest son is siek» 
She said much Ho me of what she had talked to the 
queen and lord treasurer^ The poor lady fell a shed- 
ding tears openly. "^ She could not bear to think of 
my having St. Patrick's," Szc, I was never more moved 
than to see sa much friendship. I would not 8(ay witji 
ber, but went and dined with. Dr. Arbuthnot, with Mr. 
Berkeley, one of your fellows, whom I have Kcomraend- 
ed to the doctor, and to Lord. Berkeley of Stratton. 
Mr. Lewb tells me, ^'that the duke of Oimond has 
been to-day with the queen ; and she was content, that 
Br. Sterne should be bishop of Dromore, and I dean of 
St. Patrick's;" but then out oame lord treasui-er, and 
said, ^ he would not be satisfied, but that I must be pre- 
bendaiy of Windsor."" Thus he perplexes things. I^ 
expect neither ,* but I confess, as much as I< love Eng- 
land, I am so angry at this treatment, that^ if I had my 
choice, I would rather have St. Patrick^. Lady Ma-^ 
sham says, she will apeak to the purpose to the queen- 
to-morrow. Night, dear MD. 

1 7.. I went to dine at Lady Masham's to-day, aud she 
was taken ill of a sore throat, and aguish. Sl\^«^?i^ 
to. tbe Qfieeo last nigbt^.but had nol mucXiA^n^^* ^^^^^ 
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queen sajs, '' she will detenoine to-morrow wilb lord 
treasurer.'' The warrants for the deaoeriea are stiD 
stopped, for fear I should be gone. Bo you think anj 
thing will be done ?^ I don't care whiether it is or no. 
In the mean time I prepare for mj journey^ and see oa 
great people, nor will see lord treasurer any more, if I 
go. Lord treasurer told Mr. Lewis it should be done 
to-night ; so he said fire nights ago. Night, IMU>.. 

18. Thb rooming Mr. Lewis sent me word, that lord 
treasurer told him, " the queen would determine it 
noon." At three lord treasurer sent to me to comets 
his lodgings at St. James's, and told me the queen v» 
at last resolved, that Dr. Sterne should be bishop of 
Dromore, and I dean of St. Patrick's ; and that Steroe't 
warrant should be drawn immediately." Tou know the 
deanery is in the duke of Ormond's gift ; but this ii 
^ncerted between the queen, lord treasurer, and the 
duke of Ormond, to make room for me. I do not know 
whether it will yet be done; some unlucky accideut 
may yet come. Neither can I feel joy at passing mj 
days in Ireland ; and I confess, I thought the ministry 
would not let me go ; but perhaps they can't help it. 
Night, MD. 

19. I forgot to tell you that lord treasurer forced me 
to dine with him yesterday as usual, with his Saturday 
company; which I did after frequent refusals. T(h 
day I dined with a private friend, and was not at court. 
After dinner Mr. Lewis sent me word, " that the queea 
t>taid till she knew whether the duke of Ormond appror- 
ed of Sterne for a bishop." I went thb evening, aoi' 
found the duke of Ormond at the cockpit, and told hiflH 
and desired he would go to the queen, and approve of 
Sterne. He made objections, and desired <' I would 
uarac any other deanery, for he did not like Sterne; 

'that Sterue aever \xcul vo %ec\i\TO*^ vViaX l\& yrQ& iaflu- 
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enced by the archbishop of Dublin," &c. so all is now 
broken again. I sent out for lord treasurer, and told 
him this. He says, " all willdoweU;" but 1 value not 
irhat he says. This suspense vexes me worse than any 
thing else. JSight, MD. 

20. I went to-day, by appointment, to the cockpit, to 
talk with the duke of Ormond. He repeated the same 
proposals of " any other deanery," &€. ' I desired he 
irould " put me out of the case, and do as he pleased." 
Then, with great kindness, he said, '' he would consent; 
but would do it for no man alive but me," &c. And he 
•will speak to the queen to-day or to-morrow ; so, per- 
haps, something will come of it. I can't tell. Nighf, 
mrn dear MIX 

21. The duke of Ormond has told the queen, " he 
h satisfied that Sterne should be bishop ;" and she con** 
^Dts I shall b^ dean ; and I suppose the warrants will 
be drawn in a day or twa I dined at an alehouse with 
Parnell and Berkeley; for I am not in humour to go 
among the ministei-s^ though Lord Dartmouth invited me 
to dine with him to-day, and lord treasurer was to be 
there. I said I would if I were out of suspense. Kight^ 
dearest MD. 

22. The queen says, warrants shall be drawn, but she 
^ill dispose of all in England aud Ireland at once^ to 
l>e teased no more. This will delay it some time ; and, 
while it is delayed, I am not sure of the queen, my 
enemies being busy. I hate this suspense. Night, dear 

mD. 

23. I dined yesterday with General Hamilton : I for- 
got to tell you. I write short journals now. I have 
I eggs on the spit. This uight the queen has signed all 
the warrants, among which Sterne is bishop of Dromore, 
and the duke of Ormond is to send over an order for 
Bilking me dean of St. Patrick's. 1 \\w^ \tfi ^vJeX^ 
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bim at all. I thiuk 'tis now past. And I guppoee MB* 
is malkioua enough to be glad, and rather have ifr thaa 
Wells.* But jeu see what a conditioo I am io* I 
thought I was to pay but six buodred pounds for thfr 
house ; bat the bishop of Clogher says eiglU huodied 
pounds ; first-fi.uits one hundred and fifty pounds^ and. 
so, with patent, a thousand pounds in all ;, scthat I shall 
not be th^ better for the deanery these three years.. I 
hope, in some time, they will be persuaded here to give 
me some money to pay off these debts.. I mast finiib 
the bookf I am writing, before I can go ov^r ;, apd th^ 
^pect I shall pass next winter here, and then I wiU 
drlTe them to give me a sum of money. However,. I 
hope to pass four or five months with MD. whatever 
comes of it. I received youins. to-night; just ten weeks 
since I had your last.. I shall write next post^to jBi^A^ 
Stcrnt. T^ever man had so many enemies in Iretandu 
he. I carried it with the stiduge^t hand possible. If he ' 
docs not use me well and gently in what dealings I shaS' 
have with him, he will be the most ungrateful of mtO' 
kind. The archbishop of York,! my mortal enemy, has 
^ent, by a third band, that he ^would be glad to see me^ 
. i hall I see him, or not ? I hope to be over io a moatln. 
and that MD with their raillery, will be mistaken, *'Cbat 
I shall make it three y ear^.^' I will answer your letter 
^n ; but no more journals. I, shall, be vexy busy^ 

* A deaneiy which Dr. Swiftexpected. N. 

t The History of the Peace of Utrecht. B. 

t Qr. John Sharp, who, with the duchess of Somerset, prevented tis 
Vicen from giving him a bishoprick. For some unbecoBiing refleo* 
tionsk his BermoDH, he had been suspepded May 14, 1686; was rail* 
ed (Void the deanery of Canterbury to the arch-biEhoprick of Tork,. 
July 5, 1691 ; and died Fe^ 2, 17|2-13. Four volumes of hissermoii 
were printed in 8vo. 1715; He was an able antiqoary, and exceUd' 
in the belles lettres. His " Observations on the Engli^ Cointge,** 
flrom the XXX Vth Namber of the " Bibliolhoca Tepographica Bri- 
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Wort letters from heoceforward. I shall not part wilh^ 
liSracor.. That i» all T have te five oo, except the^i 
deanery be wortii more than four hundred pounds a; 
year. I* it ? If it be, overplus shall be divided ***♦*,. 
beside usual *****. Pray write to me a good-humoUr^ 
ed letter immediately, let it be ever so short. This 
affair was carried with great difficulty, which vexes me.. 
But they say here, '^ it is much to my reputation, that I 
have made a bishop,' in spite of all the world, to get the- 
best deanery in Ireland.*^ ^ight, dear MD. 

24. 1 forgot to tell you I- had Sterne's letter, yesterday,^. 
in answer to. mine.. ******-! made mistakes the three- 
llut days, and am forced to alter the number. L dined* 
III the city to-day with my printer, and came home early,, 
and am going to be busy with my work. I will send- 
(hfs to-morrow, and I suppose the warrants will go theOv. 
1 wrote to Dr. Coghill, to take care of. passing my pa- 
tent ; and to Parvisol, to attend him with money, if he 
has any, or to borrow some where he can.. Nighty, 

25. Morning.^ T know not whether, my warrant be 
got ready from the duke of Ormond. I suppose it will^ 
by to-night. I am going abroad, and will keep this un- 
sealed, tilM know whether all be finished. I hadihis 
letter all day in ny pocket, waiting till I heard the war* 
rants were gone over. Mr. Lewis sent to South welFs 
clerk at ten ; and he said *' the bishop of Killaloe^ had 
desired they should be stopped till next post." He sent 
again, ^' that the bishop of Killaloe'sbusiness had tiothing 
to do with ours." Then I wjent myself, but it was past 
eleven, and asked the reason. Killaloe is removed to 
Baphoe, and he has a mind to have an order for the 
»Nit8 of Raphoe, that have fallen due since the vacancy, 

* Dr, Thomas Liodsay. B. 
L 2 
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and lie would have all stop till he has gotteD that* A 
pretty request ! But the clerk, at IVlr. Lewis's message^ 
sent the warrants for Sterne and Die ; but then it was too 
late to send this, which frets roe heartily,. that MD should 
not have intelligence first from Pdfir. I think to take a 
hundred pounds a year, out of tlie deanery, and difide 
between ****; but will talk of that whea I come over. 
Night, dear MD. Love Fdfr. 

26. I was at court to day, and a thousand people gave 
me joy ; so I ran out. I dined with- Lady Orkney. 
Yesterday I dined with lord treasurer and his Saturday 
people as usual ; and was Bobe-deaned! The archbislKf 
of York says, he will never more speak against me. 
Pray see that Farvisol stirs about getting roy patent I 
have given Tooke DD's note to prove slie is alive. 

27. Nothing new to-day. I dined with Tom Harleyt 
d:c. I'U seal up this to-night. Fray write soon. F»^ 
well, MD. FW, Me, Lele. 



LETTER LXIV. 

London, May 16, 1711^ 

I HAB yours, N. 40, yesterday. Your new bishop 
acts very ungratefully. I cannot say so bad of him as 
he deserves. I begged by the same post his warrant > 
and mine went over, thai he would leave those livings to 
my disposal. I shall write this post to him^ to let hiift 
know how ill I take it. I have letters ta tell me, **tbat 
I oiight to think of employing somebody to set the tithes 
of the deanery." I know not what to do at thisdii' 
laoce. I cannot be in Ireland under a month. I will 
write two orders ; one to Farvisol, and the other to Par- 
ifkolj and a blank for wlisileNex feUoK lUe last deao efir 
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ylbyed; and I would desire you to advise with friends, 
/which to make use of: and if the latter^let the fellow's 
name be inserted, and both act by commission. ..If the 
•former, then speak to Farvisol, and know whether he can 
jindertake it. I doubt it ia hardly to be done by a per- - 
feet stranger alone, as Farvisol. is. He may perhaps 
Tenture at all, to keep up his interest with me ; but that 
is needless, for I am willing to do him any good, that 
will do me no harm. Pray advise with Walls and Ray* 
mpnd, and a little with Bishop Sterne for form. Tell 
■JEUymond, ^' I cannot succeed to get him the living of 
Jiloimed.'^ It h represented here as a great sinecure^ 
Several chaplains have solicited for it ; and it has vexed 
me so, that, if I live, I will make it my business to serve 
him better in something, elte. I am heartily sorry for 
his illnes% and that of tile, other two. If it be not neces- 
sary to let the tithes till a mouth hence, you may keep 
the two papersj and advise well in the mean time ; and 
whenever it is absolutely necessary, then give that pa»- 
per which you are most advised to. I thank Mr. Walls 
for his letter. Tell him, " that must serve for an an- 
swer ;" with my service to him and her. I shall buy 
Bishop Sterne's hair, as soon as his household goods. I 
shall be ruined, or at least sadly cramped, unless the 
-queen will give me a thousand pounds. I am sure she 
owes me a great deal more. Lord treasiTcr rallies me 
upon it,. and I believe intends it; but, quando ? I am 
advised to hasten over as soon as possible, and so I will, 
.And hope to set out the beginning of June. Take no 
iodging for me. What ! at your old tricks again ? I can 
lie somewhere after I land, and care not where, nor howi 
■I will buy your eggs and bacon, **** your caps and 
Bible; and pray think immediately, and give me some 
eoramissions, and I will perform them. The letter I 

sent bcforo^this was to have goue ai\Ki^ \i^fe\^\\w^^3^- 

1. 3 



23« JOURNAL TO STBUbAv 

■^ekleni hiodertd it: and, I amre you^ I.aa^ vayaa-.. 

grj MDdid not write to Fdfr, and I think youaigkli 
have had a deaa uoder your gudlA for.th^ fopenoip- 
tioEL I have just fiobhed my TreatiM,* and raoit be 
tea days id oonectiiig it. Farewell, dearest MD, ^f 
Me, Leie, You'll seal the two papeia after my oanc. 

««LoiM(bn,Jlfiy 1^1713. 
«* I appoint Mr. Isaiah Psikrviiol and Mr. I» 

set aod let the tithes of the deaoery oESt Patrick'^ to 
the present jear. Iq witness whereof^ IhavoL hereooto, 
81^ my hand and Jieal, the day and.year above writteor 

JpMA*. Swirr.'' 

'' London, Ma^ io, 17ia 
^ I do hereby appoint Mr. Isaiah Parvisol my pm^ 
tor, to^ set and let the tithes of the deanery of St Fa-^ 
trick's. In witness whereof, I have hereunto set flq^. 
hjRod-ftod jieal» the day aod year above written. 

JOHAT* SWOTt'* 



I4ETTER LXV. 

Chester, June d, 1714:; 

X' AM '.come here after sis days. I set out on Mondsy. 
blst and got here to-day. abooi eleven* in the momiD^.. 
A noble rid^r, faith ! and all the ships and people went 
o(r yesterday with a rare wind. This was told me, ta^ 
my comfort, upon my arrival. Having not used riding, 
these three years, made me terrible weary f . yet I re? 
solve on Monday to set out for Holyhead, as weary as, 

^ His Historj of the Peace of UtTeeK B. 
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jfi tffl : 'tis good, for 1117 hei^th, man: When I came 
kfite^ I found MD'a letter of the 26th of May sent down 
to me. Had you written a post sooner, I might have 
brought some pins : but you were lazy, and could not. 
ifrite your.orders immediately, as I desired you. I will 
come when. God pleases; perhai^ I may be withjou in. 
a. week, Lwill be three days going, to Holyhead; I- 
CMinot ride faster, say what jou will. I. am upoi>. 
Staybehind'3 mare. I haye> the whole inn to. myself. 
I: would, fain scape this Holyhead journey ; but I have 
00 prospect of ships, aod.it will be almost necessary I: 
should be in Dublin before the 2^th instant, lo take the 
oaths f, otherwise, I: must wait to a. quarter session^ I, 
will lodge as I. can; therefore take no lodgings for me^ 
to pay in my absence. . The poor dean^n't aflford it. 
I. spoke a§^in to the duke of Ormond about Moimed for. 
Raymond, and hope he UKsy yet have it^ for I laid it 
strongly to the duke, andgare him the bishop of MeathV 
memorial. . I am sony for. Raymond's fistula ; tell him 
B0< I will speak to lord .treasurer about Mrs. South to^ 
morrow.. Odso! I forgot;..! thought I had been in. 
London.. Mrs..Xisdall is very big, ready to lie down*. 
Uer husband is a puppy. Do his ieet stink .still ? The 
ktters to Ireland go at so uncertain an hour, that I am 
forced to concUide. Fate welU MD, F W, Me, I<ele> &c*. 
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OF 

«£NT££X AND INGENIOUS CONVERSATia;N% 

"'according to tub most 
POLITE MODE AND METHOD 

KOW USED AT COURr, 

K!HT) IN THE BEST COMPANIES OJF ENQL AND. 
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4^1 This treatlte appears t6 bave been ^riiften wifh the laae Tier 
Mthe Tritical Eaiay oa the Faealtiei of the Mind, but upon a 
general plan : the ridicule, which it there confided to literaxy < 
poaitioD, 19 here extended to conversation, but its olgect ii the 
in both ; the repetition of quaint phrases picted up b7 rote eitiMF* 
from the living or the dead, and appli^ upon every •occasion to coB^ 
ceal ifnoraace or stupidity, or to prevent the labour of tboecMi4»* 
produce native sentiment, and combine such words- a» will preeid^' 
express it. H. 

There is an air of merriment- in some <i the places which Svift: 
wrote after his intimacy with Dr. Sheridan, not to be found is aaf' 
•tfier of his writings ; soch in particular are several of his PoeBUr 
his ** Directions to Servants,'^ his ** Polite Conversation,** andmaay- 
oCthe whimsical things wbiiSh he wrote4a coiyuoctioo wi< 



^ I retired hither,** the ^ean says in one of his letters,.'*^ for tbr 
public good, having two great works in hand ; one to reduce the wboir 
politeness, wit,iiumour, and style of England into a short system, ftr 
the use of all persmii of quality, and particularly^ the Baid».<€:>' 
hoDoofv** ^^ N. . 



INTRODITCTIQIf- 



As my life has been chiefly spent ia consultiog tba 
lk)uottr aod welfare of my country for more than fixiyi 
jjcears past, not without answerable suceefs^ if the world: 
aad my friends have not flattered me ;■ so there is no 
pdot wherein I have so much laboured as that of im^ 
proving and polishing all parts of conversation between 
feisons of quality, whether they meet by accident or 
tevitatioo, at meals, tea, oc visits, mornings, noon, oc 
evenings.. 

J have passed pethape move time tlian any ether mtQ, 
ef my age and country in visits and assemblies, wheret 
Uie polite pei;j50Dft of both sexes distinguish themselves ; 
•Bd could not without much grief observe how frequent* 
Ij both gentiemeo and ladies are at a loss for questions,, 
aaswen^ replies,, and r^oinden. Howev^, my eoncem. 
wats much abated, when Ij found tliat these defects were 
not occasioned by any want of materials, but because 
Ikose materials were not io every hand : for instance, 
one lady can give an answer, better than ask a question : 
one gentleman is happy at a reply ; another excels in a 
ixijoiuder: one cao revive a. languishing convjersatioQ 
by a sudden surprising sentence ; another is more dex- 
terous in seconding ; a third can fill upon the gap witb 
laughing, or oommeQding what has been, said: thus, 
fresh hints may be started, and the ball of the discourse 
kept up. 

But alas ! this is too seldom the case, even in Uv& 
most select cpmpanies, Qow oftea do \^e i^^^ ^V ^^oi^dxV^ 
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at public Tisiting days, at great men's levees, and other 
places of general meetiog, that the conversation falb 
and drops to nothing, like a fire without supply of fud! 
This is what we all ought to lament ; and against thii 
dangerous evil I take upon me to affirm, that I have ii 
the following papers provided an infallible remedy. 

It was in the year 1 695, and the sixth of his hie 
majesty King William the Third of ever glmous aad 
immortal memory, who rescued three kingdoms fros 
popery and slavery, when, being about the age of six* 
and-thirty, my judgment mature, of good reputation it 
the world, and well acquainted with the best families io 
town, I determined to spend five mornings, to diue to 
times, pass three afternoons, and six. evenings eveij 
week, in the houses of the most polite fomiiies, of which 
I would confine myself to fifty : only changing as the 
masters or ladies died, or left the town, or grew out 'of 
rogue, or sunk in their fortunes, or (which to me was of 
the highest moment) became disaffected to the goverih 
ment ; which practice I have followed ever since to thii 
very day ; except when I happened to be sick, or hi 
the spleen upon cloudy weather, and except when I efr 
tertaincd four of each sex at my own lodgings once id • 
month, by way of retaliation. 

I always kept a large tablebook in my pocket; aad 
as soon as I left the company I immediately entered the 
choicest expressions that passed during the visit ; which, 
returning home, I transcribed in a fair hand, but tonl^ 
what enlarged ; and h'Sd made the greatest part of my 
collection in twelve years, but not digested into aoj 
method ; for this I found was a work of infinite laboiir» 
and wh^t required the nicest judgment, and consequent* 
ly could not be brought to any degree of perfection ii 
le^ than sixteen years more. 
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Herein I resolved to exceed the advice of Horece^ 
m Roman poet, which I have read in Mr. Creech's Bd- 
nirable translation ; that an author should keep his 
works nine years in his closet, before he ventured to 
publish them : and finding that I still received some ad- 
ditional flowers of wit and language, although in a very 
mall number, I determined to defer the publication, to 
|Nirsue my design, and exhaust (if possible) the whole 
nbject, that I might present a complete system to the 
vorld : for I am convinced, by long experience, that 
Uie critics will be as severe as their old envy against 
ve can make them : I foresee they will object, that I 
have inserted many answers and replies which are 
neither witty, humourous, polite, nor authentic ; and 
have omitted others that would have been highly useful, 
li well as entertaing. But let them come to particulahi^ 
and I will boldly engage to confute their malice. 

FcNT these last six or seven years I have not been able 
to add above nine valuable sentences to enrich my col- 
lection : from whence I conclude, that what remains will 
amount only to a trifle. However, if^ ader the publi- 
catioQ of this w^ork, any lady or gentleman, wheo tbe^ 
liave read it, shall find the least thing of importance 
omitted, I desire they will please to supply my defects 
by communicating -to me their discoveries; ^ud their 
letters may be directed to Simon Wagstaff*, Esq. at his 
lodgings next door to the Gloucester-head in St. James's 
street, paying the postage. In return of which favour, 
I shall make honourable mention of their names in a 
short preface to the second edition. 

Id the mean time, I cannot but with some pride, and 
much pleasure, congratulate with my dear country, 
which has outdone all the nations of Europe, in advan^ 
cing the whole art of conversation to the greatest height 
tt h capable of renchiog ; and iheTeIoTe,\Qm^ ^\i^\x^ 
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convinced that the collection I now oflfer to the puMTe 
ii full and complete^ I mnj at the same time boldly af- 
irm, that the whofe senilis, humour, politeness, and elo- 
quence of England, are summed up in it : nor is the 
treasure small, wherein are to be found at least a tbour 
sand sliiuing^ questions, answers, repartees, replies^ and 
lejoinders, fitted to adorn every kind of discourse tint 
an assembly of English ladies and gentlemen, met tog^ 
ther for their mutual entertainment, can possibly want ; 
especially when the several flofrers shall be set •ff and 
improved by the speakers, with every circumstance of 
preface and circumlocution, in pioper terms ; and at- 
tended with praise, laughter, or admiration. 

There is a natural) involuntary distortion of the mns- 
cles, which is the anatomical cause of laughter : bat 
there is another cause of laughter which decency requiref|. 
and is the undoubted: mark of a good taste^ as well as- 
of a polite obligitig behaviour ; neither is tliB to be ac- 
quired without much observation, long practice^ and a 
sound judgment ; I did therefore once intend, for the- 
ease of the learner, te set down in air parts of the fol- 
hnriDg dialogues certain marks, asterisks, or ntAa hem 
(in English,, mark-welis) after most questions, and evoj 
ceply or answer ; directing exactly the moment when, 
one, two, or all the company are to laugh ; but having; 
duly considered^ that this expedient would too much 
enlarge the bulk of the volume, and consequently the 
price ; and likewise that something ought to be left ibr 
ingenious readers to find out, I have determined to leave 
that whole affair, although of great importance, to their 
own discretion. 

The readcR must learn by all means to distii^ish be- 
tween proverbs and those polite speeches which beauti- 
fy conversation: for, as to the former, I utterly reject 
them out of all ingemovB dsKown^. i^^sibx^iiledil^ift- 
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eed, that there may possibly be found in this treatise a 
iw sayiiiga, among so ^reat a Dumber ^f smait turns of 
ii and humour as I have produced, >hich have a pixh 
erbial air : hoirever, I hope it will he considered, that 
reo these were not originally proverbs, but the genuine 
PoductioDs of superior wits, to ^mbeilish and support 
wversation ^ whence, with great impropriety as well 
} plagiarism (if you will ibi^ve a hard word) they 
Kve most injuriously been transfetred into prover- 
ial maxims; and therefore, injustice, ought to be 
isiuncd out of vulgar bands, to adorn the diawlng^ 
toms of princes botli male and female, the levees of 
reat ministers, as well as ihe toilet and tea-table of the 
idiea. 

I can faithfully aasure the reader, that there is not 
ae Biogle. witty phrase in tiiis whole coiiettion, which 
as not received the stamp and approbation of at least 
ae hundred years, and how much longer it is hard to 
etermine ; he may therefore be secure to find them all 
eBuine, sterling, and authentic. 

But, before this elaborate treatise can become of uni- 
ersal use and ornament to my nati^'e country, two 
ointB that will require time and much application, are 
baolutely necessary* 

Por, fii'st, whatever person would aspire to be com- 
iletely witty, smart, humourous, and polite, must, by 
tavd labour, be able to retain in his memory every sin- 
;1e sentence contained in this work, so as never to be 
oce at a loss in applying the right answers, questions, 
efiiartees, and the like, immediately, and without study 
»r hesitation. 

And, secondly, after a lady or gentleman has so well 
overcome this difficulty as never to be at a loss upon 
my (emergency, the true management of every feature^ 
lod aknoBt of every limb^ is equal\y uficcattKrj \ ^\S^ 
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out which an infiDite Dumber of absurdities will ioeii* 
tabljeosue. For iustance, there is hardlj a polite leih 
tence in the following dialogues, which does not absolutfr 
1/ require some peculiar graceful motion in the ejOiW 
nose, or mouth, or forehead, or chiu, or suiiable ton 4 
the head, with certain offices assigned to each hand; 
and in ladies, the whole exercise of the fan, fitted to tin 
energy of every word they deliver; hy no means ond^ 
ting the various turns aud cadence of the voice, the 
twiBting^ and movements, and diflferent postures of At 
body, the several kinds and gradations of laugbtOi 
which the ladies must daily practise by the lookii^ 
glass, and consult upon them with their waiting maidii 

My readers will soon observe what a great compaa of 
real and useful knowledge this science includes; wheie- 
in, although nature, assisted by genius, may be very in- 
strumental, yet a strong memory and constant applica* 
tioo, together with example and precept, will be faiKb- 
]y necessary. For these reasons I have often wished^ 
that certain male and female instructors, perfectly verMd 
in this science, would set up schools for the instruction of 
young ladies and gentlemen therein. 

I remember, about thirty years ago, there was a Bo- 
hemian woman, of that species commonly known by the 
name of gypsies, who came over hither from France, and 
generally attended Isaac the dancing master, when he 
was teaching bis art to misses of quality ; and while the 
young ladies were thus employed, the Bohemian, stand- 
iag at some distance, but full in their sight, acted before 
them all pi-oper airs, and heavings of the head, and mo- 
tions of the hands, and twistings of the body ; wh^teof 
you may still observe the good effects in several of our 
elder ladies. 

After the same manner, it were much to be dedred, 
fhat some expert geulk^omeu ^oue to decay would set 
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op public schools, wherein young girls of quality, or 
freat fortunes, might first be taught to repeat this follov- 
iug system of conversation, which I have been at so, 
much pains to compile ; and then to adapt every fea- 
ture of their countenances, every tiu*n of their hands, 
tvery screwing of their bodies, every exercise of 
Ibeir fans, to the humour of the sentences they hear 
or deliver in conversation. But above all, to in- 
ttnict them in every species and degree of laugh- 
ing in the proper seasons, at their own wit or that 
of the company. And if the sons of the nobility and 
gentry, instead of. being sent to common schools, or put . 
Into the hands of tutors at home, to learn nothing but 
words, were consigned to able instructors, in the same 
art, I cannot find what use there could be of books, ex- : 
eept in the hands of those who are to make learning their, 
tfade, which is below the dignity of persons born to 
titles or estates. 

li^ would be another infinite advantage, that by cnlti- 
Tating this science we should wholly avoid the vexa- 
tions and impertinence of pedants, who affect to talk in 
a language not to be understood ; and whenever a polite 
person offers accidentally to use any of their jargon 
terms, have the presumption to laugh at us for pro- 
Douncing those words in a genteeler manner. Whereas, I 
do here ailirm, that, whenever any fine gentleman or lady 
condescends to let a hard word pass out of their mouths, . 
every syllable is smoothed and polished in the passage; 
aod it is a true mark of politeness, both in writing and 
reading, to vary the orthography as well as the sound; 
becfluse we are infinitely better judges of what will 
please a distinguishing ear, than those who call them- 
selves scholars can possibly be; who, consequently, 
«ught to corcect theii* t>ooks, and ooaBDer of pronouBC- 
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iiig, by tlic aulhority of our example, from whose H(ft 
ihej proceed with inliuitely more beauty and signit- 
cancy. 

But» in the mean time, unlil «o p^eat, so ineTiil, and 
80 necessary a design can be put in execution (which^ 
considering tlie gooif disposition of our t^nntry at pie* 
sent, I shall not despair of living to see) let me recom- 
uicnd the followiug treatise to be carried about as a 
pocket companion, by all gentlemen and ladies, when 
tbey »e going to visit, or dine, or drink tea ; or vlieit 
they happen to pass the evening without cards, as I have 
tiometimes known it to be the case upon disappointments 
or accidents unforeseen ; desiring they would read tbeb 
several parts in their chau's or coaches, to prepare them- 
selves for every kind of convei-sation that can possiblj 
liappeo* 

Although I liave, in justice to my country, allowed 
the genius of our people to excel that of any other nar 
tion upon eartli, and have confirmed this truth by afi 
ai^urocnt not to l)c controllied, I mean, by producing so 
gi'eat a iiumber of witty sentences in the ensuing dia« 
logues, all of undoubted authority, as well ss of our owd 
production, yet I must confess at the same time, that vre 
are wholly indebted for them to our ancestors^ for as 
long as my memory reaches, I do not recollect one new 
phrase of importance to have bceti added ^ wliich defect' 
in us modems I take to have been occasioned by the ifi^ 
troductioH of cant words iu the reign of King CharlH 
the Second. And tliose have so often varied, that hard- 
ly one of them, of above a year's standing, is now in- 
telligible ; nor any where to be found, excepting a small 
number strewed liere< and there in the comedies, and 
other fantastic writings of that age. 

The honourable Colonel James Graham, my oM 
frkad and compaoioD, ^idWVL^^Va^) V^^^xd ^.be end of 
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file same reign, iovent a set of words and phrases, v.fiich 
xootinued almost to the time of his death. But, as these 
terms of art were adapted only to courts and politiciaiw, 
and extended little farther than among his particular 
acquaintance (of whom T had the honour to be one) ihej 
are now almost forgotten. 

Nor did the late D of R and E. of E sue- ' 

cced much better, although thej proceeded no farther 
than single words : whereof, except bite, bamboozle, and 
one or two more, the whole vocabulary is antiquated. 

The same fate has already attended those other town> 
Wits, who furnish us with a great variety of new terms, 
which are annually changed, and those of the last sea- 
son sunk in oblivion. Of these I was once favoured 
^itb a complete list by the right honourable the Lord and 

Lady H , with which I made a considerable figure 

one summer in the country ; but returning up to town 
in winter, and venturing to produce them again, I was 
.partly hooted, and partly not understood. 

The only invention of late years, which has any way 
xontributed toward politeness in discourse, is that of ab- 
breviating or reducing words of many syllables into one, 
by lopping off the rest. This refinement having begun 
about the time of the Revolution, I had ^oine shwe in 
Ibe honour of promoting it; and I observe, to my great 
tetisfaction, -that it makes daily advancements, and I 
hope in time will Taise our language to the utmost per- 
fection ; although I must confess, to avoid obscurity, I 
have been very sparing of this ornament in the follow- 
ing dialogues. 

- But, as for phrases invented to cultivate conversation, 
I defy all the clubs of coffee-houses in this town to in. 
vent a new one, equal in wit, humour, smartness, or po- 
liteness, to the very worst of my set; which cleacl^ 

ishows, either that we are much degeuex^Xft^^ «t ^-aX ^ 
VOL, Jixir. m 
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irhole Btock of materials has beeo already employed I 
would willingly hope, as I do confidently believe, the 
latter; because, haviog myself for seTeral months racked 
my invention to enrich this treasure (if possible) vidk 
6ome additions of my own (which however should hvnt 
been printed in a diflferent character, that I might not be 
charged willi imposing upon the public) and bavii^ 
shown them to some judicious friends, tliey dealt yerj. 
sincerely with me, all unanimously agreeing that mioe 
were infinitely below the true old helps to disooune 
drawn up in my present collection, and confirmed their 
opinion with reasons, by which I was perfectly convinc- 
ed, as well as ashamed of my great presumption. 

But I lately met a much stronger argument toconfiim 
me in the same sentiments ; for, as the great Bishop Bub- 
vet of Salisbury informs us, in the pi-eface to hb adon- 
lable History of his own Times, that he intended to 
employ himself in polishing it every day of his life (and 
indeed in i(s kind it is almost equally polished with tim 
work of mine) so it has been ray constant business for 
some years past to examine, with the utmost strictaeMi 
whether I could possibly find the smallest lapse in style 
or propriety through my whole collection, that, in eimiii 
lation with the bishop, I might send it abroad aa the 
most finished piece of the age. 

It happened one day, as I was dining in good compa- 
ny of both sexes, and watching according to my custooi 
for new materials wherewith to fill my pocketbook* I 
flicceedcd well enough till after dinner, when the ladies 
re.ired to their tea, and left us over a bottle of wioe. 
But I found we were not able to furnish any more ma- 
terials that were worth the pains of transcribing : for, the 
cliscourse of the company was all degenerated into small 
sayings of their own invention, and' not of the true old 
5/9iid8rd; so thatio abioVuVie ^es^gaic I withdrew, and 
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w«Dt to attend the ladies at their tea : irhence I did 
then conclude, and still continue to believe, either that 
iriue does not inspire politeness, or that our sex is not 
able to support it without the company of women, whe 
never fail to lead us into the right way, and there to 
keep us. 

It much increases the value of these apophthevms, that 
DDto them we owe the continuance of our language for 
at least a hundred years; neither is this to be wondered 
at, because, indeed, beside the smartness of the wit, and 
&iene8s of the raillery, such is the propriety and ener- 
gy of expression in them all, that they never can be 
changed, but to disadvantage, except in the circumstance 
of using abbreviations : which however I do not despair 
io due time to see introduced, having already met them 
at some of the choice companies in town. 

Although this work be. calculated for al) persons of 
quality and fortune of both sexes ; yet the reader aiay 
perceive, that my particular view was to the officers of 
tke army, the gentlemen of the inns of court, and of 
botHtbe universities; to all courtiers, male and female; 
but principally to tbe maids of honour; of whom I have 
been personally acquainted with two-and-twenty sets, all 
escelliog ia this noble endowment ; till, for some years 
past, I know not how, they came to degenerate into sell- 
iog of bargains and freethinking : not that I am against 
either of these entertainments at proper seasons, in com* 
pliance with company who may want a taste for more 
exalted discourse, whose memories may be short, who 
are too yoiuig to be perfect in their lessons, or (although 
it: be hard to conceive) who have no Inclination to read 
and learo my instructions. And besides, there is a 
strong temptation for court ladies to fall into the two 
amusements above mentioned, that they may avoid the 
ceoBure of affBCtipg dngulwrity a|^'d\\ttl \Xi^ %«^^s:^ 
-current and fashion of all aboul \liem; XsoX. \«wi«s«t^ 
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no man vfiU pretend to affirm that either bargains 
or blasphemy, which are the principal oroaments of fre^ 
thiiikiug;, are so good a fund of polite discourse, as what 
is to be met with in my collection. For, as to bargains, 
few of them seem to be exceHent in their kind, and hare 
not much variety, because they all terminate in one sin- 
gle point; and to mnltiply them would require more in- 
vention than people have (o spare. And as to bla8pb^ 
my or frecthinking, I have known some scinipiilous per- 
sons of both sexes, who by a prejudiced education are 
afraid of sprights. I must however except the maids of 
honour, who have been fully convinced by a famous 
court chaplain, that there is no such place as Hell. 

I cannot indeed controvert the lawfulness of free* 
thinking, because it has been universally allowed that 
thought is free. But, however, although it may afford a 
large field of matter, yet in my poor opinion it seems 
10 contain very little of wit or humour; because it has 
not been ancient enough among us to furnish established 
authentic^xpressions, I mean such as must receive a 
sanction from the polite world, before their authority 
can be allowed ; neither was the art of blasphemy or 
frtelhiuking invented by the court, or by persons of 
great quality ; who, properly sneaking, were patrons 
rather than inventors of it ; but first brought in by the 
fanatic faction toward the end of their power, and aP 
ter the Restoration can*ied to Whitehall by the convert- 
ed rumpers, with very good reason ; because they knew, 
that King Charles the Second, from a wrong educa- 
tion, occasioned by the troubles of his father, had time 
enough to observe, that fanatic enthusiasm directly led 
to atheism, which agreed with the dissolute inclinations 
of his youth ; and perhaps these principles were farther 
cultivated -in him by the French Hugonots, who have 
been oden charged iivUh s^tea^^\x\^vVv^m ^mon^ us : ^w* 
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erer, I caoDot see where the necesBity lies of iatroducia|; 
new and foreigo topics for eoDversation, while we have 
flo plentiful a stock of our own growth. 

I have likewise, for some reasons of eqiral weight, 
been very sparing in double enUndres;. because they 
often put ladies upon affected constraints, and affected 
ignorance. In short, they break, or very much entan- 
gle, the tliread of discourse ; neither am I master of any 
rules to settle the disconcerted countenances of the fe- 
fluales in such a juncture ;. I can therefore only allow in- 
uendoes of this kind to be delivered in whispers, and 
only to young ladies under twenty, who being in honour 
obliged to blush, it may produce a new subject for dis- 
course. 

Perhaps the critics may accuse me of a defect in my 
fdlowing system of polite conversation; that there is one 
great ornament of discourse, whereof I have not pro- 
duced a single example; which indeed I purposely 
omitted, for some reasons that I shall immediately offer ; 
and, if those reasons will not satisfy the male part of my 
gentle readers, the defect may be supplied in some man- 
ner by an appendix to the second edition ; which ap- 
pendix shall be printed by itself and sold for sixpence, 
stitched, and with a marble cover, that my readers may 
have no occasion to complain of being defrauded. 

The defect I mean Is, my not having inserted into the 
body of my book, all the oaths now most in fashion for 
embellbhing discourse; especially since it could give 
no oJQTence to the clergy, who are seldom or never ad- 
mitted to these polite assemblies. And it must be allow- 
ed, that oaths well chosen are not only very useful ex- 
pletives to matter, but great ornaments of style. 

What I shall here offer in my own defence upon this 
important article will, I hope, be some extenualvi^^ 
myfgulu 
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First, I reasoned with mjflcK that a jiul cdlleotk» 
of osths, repeated as ofteu as the fashioD requixes, nnl 
have eularged this volume at least to double the bullE; 
n hereby it would not only double the charge, but like- 
wise make the volume less cornmodioua for pocket civ* 
riage. 

Secondly, I have been assured by some judicioM 
friends, that themselves have known certain ladies ta 
take oflfence (whether seriously or not) at too great i 
profusion of airsiog and swearing, even when that kiad 
of ornament was not improperly introduced ; which, I 
confess, did startle me not a little, having never observ- 
ed the like in tlie compass of my own several acquMOl- 
ance, at least for twenty years past. However, I wm 
forced to submit to wiser judgments than my own; 

Thirdly, as this most useful treatise is calculated fer 
all future times, I considered, in this maturity of my ag^ 
how great a variety of oaths I have heard since I begaa 
to study the world, and to know men and manners. And 
here I found it to be true, what I have read in an aa* 
cient poet : 

For nowadays men change their oath«, 
A3 oflen 08 they change their clothes. 

In slioit, oaths are the chiidien of fashion ; tiiey are 
in some sense almost annuals, like what I observed b^ 
fore of cant words ; and I myself can remember about 
forty different sets. Tlie old stock oaths, I am coofideo^ 
do not amount to above forty-five, or fifty at most ; but 
the way of mingling ami compounding them is almost as 
various as that of the alphabet. 

Sir John Fjlrrot was the first man of quality, whom 
I find upon record to have sworn by OwTs wounds. He 
lived in the reign of Q*v\ecu ¥A\i^fe\\\, ^sv^'^^^aai^^l^cMiedi 
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tD >be « natoral son €f Heiiry the Eighth, who might also 
fnk/My iMiye been his. instructor. This oath iinleed still 
contiouee, and is a stock oath to this daj ; so do several 
others that have kept their natural amf licity : but inH- 
oitdy the greater number has been €0 frequently char^* 
ed aivd dislocated, that if the inventors were now alive, 
tiiey could hardly understand them. 

Upon these considerations I began to appreliend, that 
a I should insert all the oaths that are now current, my 
book woukl be out of vogue with the first change of 
frshion, and grow as useless as an old dictionary : wbere^ 
as the case is quite otherwise with my collection of polite 
discourse ; which, as I before observed, has descended^ 
by tradition for at least a hundred years, without any 
change in the phraseology. I therefore determined with 
myself to leave out the whole system of swearing; be- 
cause both the male and female oaths are all perfectly 
well known and distingiiislied ; new ones are easily learnt^ 
and with a moderate share of discretion may be properly 
applied on every fit occasion. However, I must here 
upon this article of swearing most earnestly recommenti 
to my male readers, that they woitld please a little to 
study variety. For it is the opinion of our most re- 
fined swearers, that the same oath or curse cannot, con- 
sistently with true politeness, be repeated above nine 
times in the same company, by the same person, and at 
one sitting. 

I am fsr from desiring, or expecting, that all the po« 
lite and ingenious speeches contained in this work should, 
in the general conversation between ladies and gentle- 
men, come in so quick and so close as I have here deli* 
vered them. By no means: on the contrary, they ought 
to be husbanded better, and spread much thinner. Nov 
io I make the least question, but that, by a dla(^ce.e.t 
Hod tbrilty management, they mvf «et^^ V^\ '^^ ^\j\e«.' 
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taiDtneot of a whole year to auj person, ivho does not 
make too loog or too frequent visits in the same family* 
the floirers of wit, fancy, wisdom, humour, and polite* 
ocss, scattered in this volume, amount to one thousand 
seventy and four. Allowing then to every gentleman 
and lady thirty vbiting families (not insisting upon frac- 
tions) there will want but a little of a hundred polite 
questions, answers, replies, rejoiuderS) repartees, and rer 
marks, to be daily delivered fresh in every company for 
twelve solar months ; and even this is a higher pitch of 
delicacy than the world insists on, or has reason to ex•^ 
pect. But I am altogether for exalting this science to 
its utmost perfection. 

It may be objected, that the publication of miy book 
may, iu a long course of time, prostitute this noble art to 
mean and vulgar people; but I answer, that it is not so 
easy an acquirement as a. few ignorant: pretenders may 
imagine. A footman can swear,, but he cannot swear 
like a lorcL He can swear as often ; but can he sweat 
with equal delicacy, propriety, and judgment ? iN'o, ce^ 
taiiily, unless he be a lad of superior parts, of good 
memory, a diligent observer, one who has a skilful ear,, 
some knowledge in music, and an exact taste; which 
liardly fall to the sbai'e of one in a thousand among (hat 
faternity, in as high favour as they now stand with thek 
ladies. JN^eiiiier has.one footman in sLx so fine a genius 
as to relish and apply those exalted sentences comprised 
in this volume, which I offer to the world- It is true, I 
cannot see that the same ill consequences wxmld follow 
from the waiting woman, who, if she had been bred to 
f-jead romances, may have some small subakeisn or second* 
band politeness ; and if she constantly attends the tea, 
and be a good listener, may in some years make a tolera- 
ble figure, which will serve perhaps to draw in the young 
cbapbioy.or the o\d slew m^^ "BwX, ^%&\ -siiNRt ^^^Vci'c 



F(HJT£ CONVEKSATIOJSr. 2W 

f ao she acquire those hundred graces, and motions, and 
airs, the whole military managQment of the fan, the coor 
tortions of every muscular motion in the face, the risings 
and fallings, the quickness and slowness of the voice, 
with the several turns and cadences ; the proper junc- 
tures of smiling and frowning, how often and how loud 
to laugh, when to gibe and when to flout, with ail the 
other branches of doctrine and discipline above re- 
cited! 

I am therefore not under the least apprehension, that 
tbis art, will ever be in danger of falling into common 
hands, which requires so mucbtime, study, practice, and 
geniuS) before it arrives at perfection ; and therefore I. 
must repeat my proposal for erecting public scl)ools, pro- 
vided with the best and ablest masters and mistresses, at 
the charge of the nation. 

I have drawn this work, into the form of. a dialogue^ 
after the pattern of other famous writers in history, law, 
politics, and most other arts and sciences; and I hope, 
it. will have tlie same success : for, who can contest it to 
be of greater consequence to the happiness of these king- 
doms than all human knowledge put together ? Dialogue 
is held the best method of inculcating any part of know- 
ledge; and I am confident, that public schools will soon 
be founded for teaching wit and politeness, after my 
scheme, to young people of quality and fortune. I have 
determined next sessions to deliver a petition to the 
house of lords, for an act of. parliament to establish my 
book as the standard grammar in all the principal cities ^ 
' of the kingdom, where this art is to be taught by able 
masters, who are to be approved and recommended by 
me; which is no more than Lilly obtained, only for 
teaching words in a language wholly, useless. Neither 
shall I be so far wanting to myself, as not to <k.^\^ ^ 
jf^teoty gfaated of course lo i\V \s&fe\\A ^w^JtVsscbv ^ 
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meaii, that I may have llie sole profit of g^ing & %• 
ceose to every school to read my grammar for fburtcen 
years. 

The reader cannot but obserre vrhzi pains I hsie 
been at in polishing the style of my book to the greatest 
exactness : nor have I beeu less diligent in refining the 
oit)i<^raphy, by spelling the words in the very sane 
manner as they arc pronounced by the chief i>atterns rf 
^politeness at court, at levees, at assemblies, at playhousef^ 
At the prime vistting^places, by young templars, and by 
£;cutlcmen commoners of both uuiversUies, who haiy 
lived at least a twelvemontli in town, and kept the best 
company. Of these spellings the public will meet witli 
many examples in the following book. For instance^ 
canX hanX skan% didnX amdnX rvoudnX isnX ^^i 
with many more; beside several words which scholars 
pretend are dei-ived from Greek and Latin, but now pared 
into a polite sound by ladies, officers of the army, cour- 
tiers, and templars, such as jommctry for gcomelti/!, vardi 
for verdict, lard for lordy teamen for learn/ins^ ; together 
with some abbreviations exquisitely refined ; as pass for 
positive, mobb for mobile, pkizs for ph^siognorm/, rqf for 
reputation, plenipo for plenipotentiary, incog, for incog- 
nito, hypps, or hippo, for hypochondriacs, bam for bam^ 
boosle, and bamboozle for God knows nifiat ; whereby 
much time is saved, and the high road to conversatiou 
cut short by many a mile. 

I have, as it will be apparent, laboured very much, 
and, I hope, with felicity enough, to make every charac- 
ter in the dialogue agreeable with itself to a degree, that 
whenever any judicious person shall read my book aloud 
for the entertainment and instruction of a select company, 
he need not so much as name the particular speakers; 
because all the persons throughout the several subjects 
o/coflverBation stikOy o\3«fiiN^^^\Vl«^\\iu\x\^\ss«?t'^«»r 



POLITE COJSVERSATION. 259 

iiar lo their cbaraclets, which are of difTerent kinds : 
but ibia 1 leave eutkely to the prudent aod impaiiial 
reader's discerumeot. 

Perhaps the very manner of introducing the several 
points of wit and humour, may not be less entertaining 
and instructing than the matter itself. In the latter I can 
pretend to little merit; because it entirely depends upon 
aiemory, and the happiness of having kept polite com- 
pany : but the art of contriving that those speeches 
should be introduced naturally, as the moat proper sen* 
tiaaents to be delivered upon so great a variety of sub- 
jects, I take to be a talent somewhat uncommon, and a 
labour that few people could hope to succeed in, unless 
ihey had a genius particularly turned that way, added 
to a sincere disinterested love of the public. 

Although every curious question, smart answer. Bind 
witty reply, be little known to many people, yet there Is 
uot one single sentence in the whole collection, for which 
1 cannot bring most authenlic vouchers, whenever I 
shall be called : and even for some expressions, which to 
a few nice ears may perhaps appear somewhat gross, I 
can produce the stamp of authority from courts, choco- 
late-houses, theatres, assemblies, drawing-rooms, levcei, 
card- meetings, balls, and masquerades, from pci'sons of 
both sexes, and of the highest titles next to royals 
However, to say the truth, I have been very sparing la 
my quotations of such sentiments that seem to be over 
free; because, when I began my collection, such kind 
of converse was almost in its infancy, till it was takea 
into the protection Df my honoured patronesses at coiu*t, 
by whose countenar.ee and sanction it has become a 
choice (lower in the nosegay of wit and politeness. 

Some will perhaps object, that when I bring my 
company to dinner, I mention too great a variety qC 
diihei, Qot aiwayji coneisleut V\V\i >\i^ ia^ ^V ^fv^^v^^ 

113 
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ar proper for the season of the year ; and part of tiir 
firat course mingled with the second ; beside a failuie 
in politeness by introducing a black pudding to a lord'i 
table, and at a great entertainnieat : but, if . I had 
omitted the black pudding, I desire to kuov what 
irould have become of that exquisite reason given bj 
Miss Notable for not eating it; the world perfaa^ 
might have lost it iar ever, and I should have beea 
justly answerable for having left it out of my c(dle& 
lion. I therefore cannot but hope, that sueh hyper- 
critical readers will please to consider, my businep 
was to make so. full and complete a body of refined 
sayings as compact as I could; only taking care to 
produce them in the most natural and probable man- 
ner, in order to ^allure my readers into the, very suli^ 
stance and marrow of this most admirable and neceasaqr 
art. 

I am heartily sorry, and was much- disappointed ta- 
find, that so universal and polile an entertainment ass 
cards has hitherto contributed very little to the enlarge^ 
ment of my work. I have sat by many hundred times, 
with the utmost vigilance,. and my table-book ready,, 
without being able, .in eight hours, to gather matter for 
one single phrase in ray book. But. this, I think, may 
be easily accounted for^. by the turbulence and justiiQg 
of passions, upon the various and surprising turns, inci- 
dents, revolutions, and events of good and evil fortunet- 
that arrive in tlie course of a long evening at play ; the 
mind being wholly takei\,up, and tlie consequences of. 
iionattention so fatal. 

Play is supported upon the two great pillars. of de^ 
Ittieration and action. The terms of art are few, pret 
scribed by law and custom ; no time allowed for digres- 
sions or trials of wit. Quadrille m . particular bean 
some resemblance to a ^'ale q\ liaX^x^^ \n\\\Oa ^^ «:« 
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^Id is a state of war; vhereio every woman is against 
eyerj woman; the unions short, inconstant, and soob 
broke ; the league made this minute without knowing 
the aUy, asd dissolved in the next. Thus, at the game 
of quadrille, female brains are always employed in stra^ 
tagem, or their hands in action^ Neither can I find 
that our art has gained much by. the, happy revival of 
masquerading among 41s ; the whole dialogue in those 
meetings being summed up in one (sprightly, I confess, 
but) single question, and as sprightly an answer. "'Bo 
y<Hi know me ?" " Yes, I do." And, " Do you know 
me?" '' Yes, I do." For this reason I did not think 
it proper to give my readers the trouble of introducing 
ft masquerade, merely for the sake of a single question, 
and a single answer; especially, when to perform this 
in a proper manner, I must have brought in a huoh 
dred persons together, of both sexes, dressed in fan*, 
lastic habits for one minute^ and dismiss them the 
next; 

ISTeither is it reasonable to conceiire, that our science 
can bfe much improved by masquerades, whei'e the wit 
of both sexes is altogether taken up in contriving «ii> 
gular and humorous disguises ; and their thoughts^ntire- 
ly employed in bringing iutiigues and assignations of. 
gallantry to a happy conclusion. 

The judicious reader will readily discover, that I 
make Miss. Notable my heroine, and Mr. Thomas Ne^ 
v«rout my hero. I have laboured both tbeirxharacteK 
with my utmost ability. It is into their mouths that F 
have put the liveliest questions, answers, repartees, and 
rejoindeis^;.: because my design was, to propose them 
both as pattei'ns, . for all young bachelors, and single la- 
dies, to copy after. By which I hope veiy soon to see 
j^lite conver^tion flourish between both sexes.^ m ainsK^. 
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coofluiuroale degree of pcrfeclion, thao these kingdiMPS 
have yet ever kuowu. 

I have drawu some litres of Sii' John Linger^s charac- 
ter, tlie Derbyshire koight, on purpose to place it ia 
couiitcrview or contraat with that of the other compaoy; 
irhereiu I cao assure the reader, that I iutended pot ihe 
least reflection upon Derbyshire, tlie place of my nativi- 
ty* But my iutentiou was only to show the misfortuae 
of these persons who have the disadvantage to be bred 
out of the circle of politeness, whereof I take the pre- 
sent limits to extend no farther than London, and tea 
miles round ; ahiiough others are pleased to confine it 
within the bills of mortality. If you compare the dis- 
courses of my gentlemen and ladies, with those of Sir 
John, you will hardly conceive him to have been 
bred in the same climate, or under the same lawii 
language, religion, or government: and accordingly I 
have introduced him speaking in his own rude dialect, 
for no otiier reason than to teach my scholars how to 
avoid it. 

The curious reader will observe, that when conversa- 
*UoD appears in danger to flag, which in some places J 
have artfully contrived, I took care to invent some sud- 
den question, or turn of wit, to revive it ; such as these 
that follow : ** What ? I think here's a silent meetii^ I 
Come, madam, a penny for your thought ;" wi;h several 
others of the like sort. I have rejected all provincial 
or country turns of wit and fancy, because I am ac- 
quainted with very few; but indeed chiefly, because I 
found them so much inferior to those at court, espe- 
cially among the gentlemen ushers, the ladies of the 
bedchamber, and t)ie mairis i:f ^lonour; I must also add 
the hither end of our noble metropolis. 
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When this happj art of polite conversing sbtll be 
thoroughly improved, good company will be no longer 
pestered with dull, dry, tedious storytellers, norbrang- 
Ibg disputers : for a right scholar of either sex in otir 
Bcknce, will perpetually interrupt them with some sudden 
Bfiiiprising piece of wit, that shall engage all the coropa- 
Bj 10 a knid laugh ; and if, after a pause, the grave 
companion resumes his thread in the following manner : 
"Well, but to go on with my story," new interruptions 
come from the lefl and the right, till he is forced to give 
over. 

I have likewise made some few essays toward the sell- 
ing of bargains, as well for instructing those who delight 
io that accomplishment, as in compKance with my fe- 
male friends at court. However, I have transgressed a 
little in this point, by doing it in a manner somewhat 
more reserved than it is now practised at St. JamesV 
At the same time, I can hardly allow this accomplish- 
ment to pass properly for a branch of that perfect polite 
conversation, which makes the constituent subject of my 
treatise ; and for this I have already given my reasons. 
I have likewise, for farther caution, led a blank in the 
critical point of each bargain, which the sagacious read- 
er may fill up in his own mind. 

Ab to myself, I am proud to own, that except some 
smattering in the French, I am what the pedants and 
scholars call a man wholly illiterate, that is to say, un- 
learned. But as to my own language, I shall not readily 
yield to many persons. I have read most of the plays, 
and all the miscellany poems, that have been published 
for twenty years past. I have read Mr. Thomas Brown's 
works entire, and had the honour to be his intimate 
friend, who was universally allowed to be the greatest 
genius of his age. 
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Upon what foot I stand with the present chtef reigBio^ 
vfitMi their verses recommendatory, which they have 
commanded me to prefix before my book, will be nm 
than a thousand witnesses : I am, and have been, lik* 
wise particularly acquainted with Mr. Charles Gildooi 
Mr. Ward, Mr. Dennis, that admirable critic and poet 
and several others. Each of these eminent persou (I 
mean those who are still alive) have done me the ho- 
nour to read this production five times over, with the 
strictest eye of friendly severity, and proposed some^al- 
thougli very few amendments, which I gratefully ac* 
cepted, and do here publicly return my acknowledg- 
ment for so singular a favour. 

And I cauuot conceal, without ingratitude, the great 
assistance I have received from those two illustrioui 
writei-s, Mr. Ozell, and , Captain Stevens. TbeK^ 
and some others of distinguished eminence, in whose 
company I have passed so many agreeable houiii tt 
they have been the great refiners of our language, sd^ 
it has been my chief ambition to imitate them. Let the 
Popes, the Gays, the Arbuthuots, the Youngs, and the 
rest of that snarling brood, burst with envy at the 
praises we receive from the couit and kingdom. 

But to return from this digression. 

The reader will find, that the following collection of 
polite expressions will easily incorporate with all sub- 
jects of getitecl and fashionable life, Those which ans 
proper for rnoniing tea, will be equally useful at the same 
cotcrtainmeot iu the afternoon, even in tlie same com- 
pany, only by shifting the scvcriil questions, answers, 
and replies, into .different hands ; and such as are adapt- 
ed to meals will indiflfercntly serve for diiinen or sup- 
pers, only disiinguisinijg between daylight and caudle- 
Jjoht. By this method no diligent person of a tolerable 
vcworjr can ever be al a\Qw. 
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Xt has been my coostaot opinioD^ that every man, "who 
h intrusted by nature with any useful talent of the mind. 
Is bound by all the ties of honour, and that justice 
yhkh we all owe our* country, to propose to himself 
•ome one illustrious action to be performed in his life, 
for the public emolument r and I freely confess that so 
fraod, so important an enterprise as I have undertaken^ 
and executed to the best of my power, well deserved a 
much abler baud, as well as a liberal encouragement 
bam the crown. However, I am bound so far to acquit 
myself, as to declare that I have often and most earnest- 
ly intreated several of my above-named friends, univer- 
sally allowed to be of the first rank in wit and polite*^ 
lieas, that they would un^riake a work so honourable 
to themselves, and so benftcial to the kingdom ; but sa 
gfeat was their modesty^ that they all thought fit to ex- 
cuse themselves, and impose the task on me ; yet in so 
obliging, a manner, and attended with such coraplir 
ments on my poor qualificatious, that I dare not repeat. 
And at last their entreaties, or rather their commands, 
added to that inviolable love I bear to the land of my 
nativity, prevailed upon me to engage in so bold an at- 
tempt. 

I may venture to affirm, without the least violation of 
modesty, that there is no man now alive, who has by 
many degrees so just pretensions as myself to the highest 
encouragement from the crown, the parliament, and the 
ministry, toward bringing this work, to duie perfection. I 
have been assured, that several great heroes of antique 
ty were worshipped as gods, upon the merit of having 
tivilized a fierce and barbarous people. It is manifest 
I could have qo other intentions ; and I dare appeal to 
my yerj enemies, if such a treatise as mine had been 
published some years ago, and with as much «u$x«!s^ "«& 
f tun coaSd^Dt tbia wilkmeet, I meaxi) b^ \.\sa:vM^ "^^ 
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thougfatB of the whole nobility and gentry to the slady 
tod practice t>f polite converssitioo ; whether such meui 
stnpid writers bs the Craftsman, and his abettors, cooM 
have been able to corrupt the principles of so many hoo- 
dred thousand subjects, as, to the shame and grief of 
every whiggish, lopil, and true protestant heart, it is too 
manifiest they have done. For I desire the honest ja& 
cions reader to make one remark, that, after havini 
exhausted the whole in sickly pay-da^ (if I maj so 
call it) of politeness and refinement, and foithfully di- 
gested It into the foUaiFlng dialogues, there cannot be 
fourul one expression relating to politics ; that the mi- 
nistry is never mentioned, nor the word king abore 
twice or thrice, and then only to the honour of his mi* 
jcsty ; so very cautious were our wiser ancestors in form- 
ing rules for conversation, as never to give offence to 
crowned heads, nor interfere with party disputes in the 
state. And, indeed, although there seems to be a close 
resemblance between the two words politeness and poli- 
tics, yet no ideas ai*e more inconsistent in their o» 
tures. Ho vr ever, to avoid all appearance of disaffe^ 
tion, I have taken care to enforce loyalty by an in- 
vincible argument, drawn from the very fountain of thit 
noble science, in the following short tenns, that ought 
to be writ in gold, " Must is for the king;** which uu- 
controllablc maxim I took particular care of introduc- 
ing in the first page of my book, thereby to instil early 
the besrt protestant loyal notions into the minds of my 
readers. Neither is it merely my own private opinion, 
that politeness is the firmest foundation upon whicb 
loyalty can be supported; for thus happily sings the 

* This word is spelt hy Latiaists Encyclopedia ; but the jiidiciont 
author viUtly prefers the polite reading before the pcdtatic. ff. 
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Avbae Mr. Tibbaldsi or Theobalds, io one of hiB birth- 
4»j poems: 

■ 

I am no leollard, but I am polite : 
Therefore be sure Vm no jacbbite. 

Hear Kkewise to the same purpose that great master 
it the whole poetic choir, our most illustrious laureat 
fUt. CoWey Cibber : 

Who in his talk cao*t speak a polite thing, 
Will neirer loyal be to George our king. 

I «oald produce many more shiniog passages out of 
Mr pridcipal poets of both sexes to confirm this mo- 
aeotouB truth. Whence I think it may be fairly con- 
•llided, that whoever can most contribute toward propa- 
ipatii^ the science cootained in the following sheets, 
lkroi4gh the kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland^ 
iM\y justly demand all the favour that the wisest court* 
•Mid most judicious senate, are able to confer op the most 
deserving subject. I leave the application to my^r^acl- 



This 18 the work which I have been so hardy as to 
attempt, and without tlie least mercenary view. Neither 
do I doubt of succeeding to my full wish, except among 
the torlcs and their abettors, who, being all Jacobites, 
and coQsequeoUy papists in their hearts, from a want 
q[ true taste, or by strong aftcctation, may perhaps re- 
solve not to read my book ; choosing ratlier to deny 
themselves the pleasure and honour of shining in polite 
company, among the principal geniusses of both sexes 
throi^hout the kingdom, than adorn their minds with 
thitf noble art; and probably apprehending (as I caor 
k» BOthing is more likely to happen) that a trac 
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spirit of lojaltj to the protestant BUCcessioQ should 
Bteal in aloog with it. 

If my favourable and geotle readers could portMf 
conceive the perpetual vatchiogs^ the numberlen toik^ 
the frequcut risings iu the night to set down sevenl 
ingenious sentences^ that I suddenly or accidentally 
recollected; and irhich, without my utmost vic^lano^ 
had been irrecoverably lost for ever; if they wouU 
consider with what incredible diligence I daily aod 
nightly attended at those houses where persons of both 
sexcF, and of the most distinguished merit, used to 
meet and display their talents ; with what attentioa I 
listened to all their discourses, the better to retain 
them iu my memory' ; and then at proper seasons vitlh 
drew unobserved to enter them in my tablebook, while 
the company little suspected what a noble work I hid 
then in embryo: I say, if all these were known to 
the world, I think it would be no great presumption k 
me to expect, at a proper juncture, the public thanb 
of both houses of parliament for the service and honoiff 
I have done to the whole nation by my single pen. 

Although I have never been once chained with the 
least tincture of vanity, the reader will, I hope, gcit 
me leave to put an easy question : What is become d 
all the king of Swe<len's victories ? where are the fnnli 
of them at this day ; or, of what benefit will they be t0 
posterity ? Were not many of his greatest actiooi oir 
ing, at least in part, to fortune ; were not all of then 
owing to the valour of his troops, as much as to his ows 
conduct ? could he have conquered the Polish kio|^ cr 
the czar of ]\Iuscovy, with his single arm ? Far be ft 
from me to envy or lessen the fame he has acquired; 
but, at the same time, I vi ill venture to say, without 
breach of modesty, that I, who have alone with tfail 
right liaud subdued b^^rWvvsTn, tu!i\^\i<b«^ ^si<\l^A^xdt:Y^ 
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ff^o have established and fixed for ever the whole sys^ 
lem of all true politeness and refinement in conversation, 
ibould think myself most inhumanly treated by my 
louDtrymen, and woold accordingly reseat it as the 
behest indignity, to be put on a level in point of fame 
\m after ages with Charles the Twelfth late king of Swe- 

And yet, so incurable is the love of detraction, per- 
iMips beyond what the charitable reader will easily be* 
lieve, that I have been assured by more than one credi- 
ble person, how some of my enemies have industriously 
wbispered about^ that one Isaac Newton, an instru- 
neot-maker, formerly living near Leicesterfields, and 
afterwards a workman in the mint at the Tower, might 
paeribly pretend to vie with me for fame in future times. 
The man, it seems, was knighted for making sundials 
better than others of his trade ; and was thought to be 
ft conjuror, because he knew how to draw lines and 
circles upon a slate, which nobody could understand. 
But, adjeu to all noble attempts for endless renown, if 
(bt ^ost of an obscure mechanic shall be raised up to 
eoter into competition with me, only for his skill in ma- 
king pothooks and hangers with a pencil ; which many 
thousand accomplished gentlemen and ladies can per- 
Ibrm as well with pen and ink upon a piece of pa- 
per, and in a manner as little^ intelligible as those of 

Sir Isaac. 

My most ingenious friend already mentioned, Mr. 
Colley Cibber, who does so much honour to the laurel 
crown he deservedly wears (as he has often done to 
many imperial diadems placed on his head) was pleased 
to tell me, thiait if my treatise was shaped into a comedy, 
the representation performed to advantage on our theatre 
might very much contribute to the spreading of polite 
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coaTersatiba among all persoos of distinction throifi^ 
the whole klugdom. 

I owo the thought was ingemous, and my friend*! h* 
teotion good : but I cannot agree to his proposal ; Ai^ 
Mr. Gibber himself allowed that the subjects bandied ii 
my work being so numerous and extensive, it would be 
absolutely impossible for one, two, or even six comedia 
to contain them. Whence it wilt follow, that roanj ad« 
mirable and essential rules for polite conversation muil 
be omitted. 

And here let me do justice to my friend Mr. THh 
bald^s; who plainly confessed before Mr. Cibber Irbh 
self, th»t such a project j as it would be a great dimimi- 
tlon to mj honour, so it would intolerably mangle my 
ftcbeme, and thereby destroy the principal end at wMch 
I sumed, to form a complete body or system of this most 
useful science in all its parts. And, therefore, Mr. Tfli^ 
bald's, whose judgment was never disputed, chose 
rather to fall in with my proposal mentioned before, of 
erecting public schools and seminaries all over the kiq^ 
dom, to instruct the young people of both sexes in tins 
art, according to my rules, and in the method that I 
have laid down. 

I shall conclude this long, but necessary introduc- 
tion, with a request, or indeed rather a just and reason- 
able demand, from all lords, ladies, and gentlemeoi 
that while they are entertaining and improving each 
other with those polite questions, answers, reparteeS) 
replies, and rejoinders, which I have with infinite la- 
bour, and close application, during the space of thirty* 
six years, been collecting for their service and improve- 
ment, they shall, as an instance of gratitude, on everj 
proper occasion, quote my name after this or the like 
manner : *' Madam, as our master WagstafT says^" 
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^ My I<H^, as our frieDd Wa^tafT has it." I do like- 
irise expect, that all my pupils shall driuk my health 
every day at dinner and supper during my life; and 
that they, or their posterity, shall continue the same 
eeremony to my not inglorious memory, after my de» 
cease, for ever. 



V ■ 



3^M 

I 



I ': 






COMPLETE COLLECTION 



OF 



FOLITE AND INGENIOUS CONVERSATION.* 



IN 8SYERAL DIALOGUES. 



* The Treatise on Polite ConrersatioD, beisg miiremllj admirtd 
al DabliD, wai exhibited at the Theatre io A^ogier-atreet as a dn^ 
«itie performanee, aa^ reteived frtai applause* F. 



XXII. H 



lAtrd SparlHsh, Lady Smuuf^ 

Lard Smart, Miss NatabU^ 

Siir John lAngtr, Iddy AnswendL 

Mr, Neverovt, 
Colmtl Atnit, 

ARCrMKNT' 

l^rd SparkisK and Colonel JtwU meet in the morning op<m the Mall; 
Mr, iViBVcrMil joins them ; they all go to breakfeit at Lady Anvft* 
Their conTersation over their tea; after wliich they part; but ay 
lord and the two gentlemen are invited to dinner. Sir Mm IM^ 
gtr invited likewisei and comes a little too late. The whole eoa- 
versation at dinner: after which the ladies retire to their tea. The 
conversation of the ladies without the men, who are supposed to 
stay and drink a bottle ; Init in som^ time go to the ladies, liii 
drink tea with them. The conversation there. After which, t 
party at quadrille until three in the morning; but nOGOnvefsstiflf 
sot down. Tbey all tak.e leatre, and go home. 



OOLITE CONVERSATION, Ac. 



^T. JIMES'S PjtkRK. 



Lwd Sparkish noeting CoL Atnnt. 

Od. Well met, iny Icfrd* 

Ld. Sparkish. Thank ye, colonel. A parson would 
bxre said, I hope we shall meet in Heaven. When 
(Bd you see Tom Neverout ? * 

CoL He's just coming toward us. T-alk of -the x)e- 



i^everoui comes up. 

Cd, Aow do you do, Tom ? 

Noferautm Never the better for you. 

VcL I hope you're never the worse : but pray wbere's 
your manners ? don't you see my Lord Sparkish ? 

NeverauL My lord, 1 4)eg your lordship's pardon. 

Ld. Sparkish. Tom, bow is it that you eau't see the 
wood for trees ? Wbat wind blew you hither ? 

Nevermd. Why, my lord, it is an ill wind blows no- 
body good ; for it gives me the honour of seeing your 
lordship. 

CoL Ton, you must go with us to La^y Smart's to 
breakfast. 

Neuerout. Must! why, 'Colonel, must 's for. the Ling. 
[CoL offering in jest to draw his swcrd. 

'CoL Have you spoke with all yo\\t*toft\sAA^ 
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J^'everouL Colonel, as jou're stout, be merciful. 

Ld. Sparkish. Come, a^i^ree, agree ; the law 's costly. 

[Col. taking his handfram his hUL 

CoL Well, Tom, you are iie^*er the worse man to be 
afraid of me. Come aloug. 

Mmrind. What ! do you think I was bora io a wood 
to be afraid of an owl ? 

1*11 wait on you. I hope Miss Notable will be there ; 
egad she's yery handsome, and has wit at will. 

Col. Why every one as they like, as the good womin 
said when she kissed her cow. 

Ijcrd Smarts Hmise; they knock at the doer ; the Pur- 

ter comes out, 

Ijd. Sparkisk. Pray, are you the porter ? 
Porter. Yes, forVant of a better. 
Ld. Sparkisk. Is your lady at home ? 
Porter. She was at home just now; but she's not 
gone out yet. 

Neverout I warrant this rogue's tongue is well bung. 

LaAf Smarts antithamherm 

La^ Smart and La^ Ansnierall at ike iea4aN4» 

Lady Smart. My lord, your lordship's mool burable 
servant. 

Ld. Sparkvdu Madam, you spoke too late; I nU 
your ladyship's before. 

La^ Smart. O ! colonel, are you here ? I 

Cd. As sure as you're there, madam. 

Lady Smart. O, Mr. Neverout ! What, such a laao 
ftlive ! 

Neverout. Ay, madam, alive, and alive like to be^ at 
ytmr ladyship^s aervice. ! 
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Ijod^ Smart Well, I'll get a koife, and pick it dowt> 
that Mr. Nevcrout came to our house. And pray what 
sewa, Mr. Nevexout ? 

Neverout Why, madam, Queeu Elizabelh^s dead. 

Jjaify Smart, Well, Mr. Neverout, I see you aro oa 
chaDgeliiig. 

Miss Notable comes in. 

. JN^everovt Miss, your slave : I hope your eaHy risiu^ 
will do you no harm. I find you are but juat come out 
of the cloth market. 

Mis9. I alwayi rite at eleveo, vheiher It be day or 
not. 

Cd, Miss, I hope you are up for all day. 

Miss, Yes, if X don't get a fall before ulghtr ^ 

Col, Miss, I heard you were out of order; pray bow 
ire you now ? 

Miss. Pretty well, colonel, I thank yovr 

Col, Pretty and w^l, niai) that's two very good 
things. 

Miss, I mean I am better than I was. 

Nevtrout, Why then, 'tis well you were sickr 

Miss, What! Mi\ Neverout, you take meupbefoi'e 
I'm down. 

Laify Smart, Come let us leave off children's play, 
and go to pushpin. 

Miss, [To La^ Smart] Pray, madam, give me some 
more sugar to my tea. 

tol. O t miss, you must needs be very good humour'd,. 
you love sweet things so well. 

Neverout. Stir it up with the spoon, miss; for the 
deeper the sweeter. 

Ladj^ Smart. I assure you, miss, the colonel has made 
yeuagreat compliment* 
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Miss. I am sony for it; for I have beard daj, evfi- 

^insentiog fe ^Jiog^ 

LaA/Smart. [To Lord SparUsK] My lord, meddob 
the ng ht of you is good for sore eyes; if we had known 
ef your coming, we would have strown nishei for yoaf 
how has your fordship done this long time ? 

CoL Faidi, madam, he's better in health than io good 
aonditions. 

Li. SparUsk. WeHt; I see diere's no woMe itieod 
than one brings from home with one ; and I am not tbs^ 
first man has carried a rod to whip liimself. 

ffeverout. Here's poor miss has not a word to throw 
at a dog. Come, a penny for your thought. 

J^iss. It is not wx>rth a farthing ; for I was tbioUlig 
of you. 

Colonel risMg up. 

LaAf Smart. Colonel, where are you going so soon? 
Khope you <M not come to fetch fire. 

Col. Madam, I must meeds go home for half an hour. 
. Miss. Why, colonel, they say the devirs at home. 

La^ ^nsw. Well, but sitwhil^ you stay^ 'tUi as ehesir 
aittiog as standing*. 

Col. No, madam, while Vm standing I'm gdng« 

Miss. Nay, let hiiago; I promise him we won't tdtr 
his clothes to hold him. 

Latfy Smart. J suppose, colonel, we keep you from 
Getter company, T mean only as to myself* 

Col. lyiadam, lam alFobedience. 

Colonel sits dosvm. 

Lady Smart. Lord, miss, how can you drink youp^tea 
f^ hot? sure your mouth's pav'd. 
How do you like this lea, cd^tiAl? / 
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Cd, Weil enough) madam ; but methinks il b a little 
HMHre-isb. 

La/Af Smart. O! colonel! I UDcleretand jou* BeHj 
bring the canister : I have but very little of tbn tea left; 
but I don't love to make two wants of one ; want when 
I have it, and want when I have it not. He^ he^ he, 
he. \jMughs. 

Loify Jnsw. [To the nuddJ] Why, sure, Betty, you 
lie bewitched, thecream is burnt to(K 
^ Bet^. Why, madam, the bishop has set his foot in it. 

LtufySmarU Go, run girl, and warm' some fresh 
cream. 

■ 

BetHf. Indeed, madam, there^s none left : for the cat 
1Mb eaten it all. 

La^ Smart. I doubt it was a cat with two legs. 

Miss. Colonel, don't you love bread and butter with 
jour tea? 

' Col. Tes, in a moruiiig, miss: for they say, butter hi 
gold in a morning, silver at noon, but it is lead at night. 
. NeiferomL Miss, the weather is so hot, that my butter 
melts on my bread. 

Lafy Answ. Why, butter, IVelieard 'em say, is mad 
twice a year. 

Ld. ^rki^ [to Ae maid.} Mib. Bettjr, how does 
your body politic ? 

€oL Fie, my lord,^ you'll make Mrs. Betty bhish. 

Lady Smart. Blush ! ay, blush like a blue dog. 

Neveraut Pray, Mrs. Betty, are you not Tom John^ 
son's daughter ? 

Beti^. (So my mother tells roe, air* 

Ldi Sparidsh. But, Mrs. Betty,. I hear you are in 
love. 

Betty. My lord, I thank Ood^I hate nobpdy;. I am 
in charity with all the world. 
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Ladiif SnmrL Why, veDch, I think thy tongue iobs 
upon wheels this moroing; how came you by tbt 
scratch upon jour nose : have you been fighting witk 
the cats? 

Ccl. [to miss.li Miss, when will you be married ? 

Miss. One of these odd-come shortlies. colonel. 

Neverout Yes; they say the match ia half made^ the 
spark is willing, bQt miss is not 

Miss. I suppose the eentleman has got his owi coa- 
sent for it. 

Ladtj Ansn. Pray, my lord, did you walk throogfa the 
park in tlie rain ? 

Ld. Sparkish. Yes, madam, we were neither Mgu 
nor salt, we were not afraid the rain would meh as. Hc^ 
he, he. U^^^ 

Col. It rain'd, and tlie sun shone at the laiDe tine. 

Neverout. Why, then the devil was beating his wife, 
behind the door with a shoulder of mutton. {Lauglu 

Ccl, A Mind man would be glad to see that* 

La^ Smart. Mr. Keverout, methinks you stand la 
your own light. 

Nevermit. Ah ! madam, I have done so all my life. 

Ld. Sparkish. Vm sure he sits in mine: prithee, 
Tom, sit a little farther : I believe your father was ds 
glazier. 

Liufy Smart. Miss, dear girl, fill me out a dlih of te^ 
for Fm very lazy. , 

Miis fills a dish cftea^ sivcatens it, and then tastes it 

La^y Smart. What, miss, will you be my taster ? 
Miss. No, madam; but they say, His an ill cook that 
can't lick her own fingers. 
Neceraut. Pray, miss, fill me another. 
Mm. Will you have it novr^ or stay till you get it ? 
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• LeiAf Answ. But, colonel, they say you went to court 
'tM night ^very drunk I nay, I'm told for certain, you 
liad been among the Philistines: nO' wonder the cat 
wink'd; when both her eyes were out. 

(kL Indeed, madam, tbat^s a lie. 

Loify Answ.- 'Tis better I should He than yo« should 
4oee your good maoners : besides, I doot^, I ait. 

Neverout^ O faith, colonel, joa Must own you had' 
8 drop ii> your eye ; when I left you, you were half 
seas over. . 

M, Sp&rkish. WeU^ I fear Lady Answerall can't live 
long, she has so much wit. 

: Nmermt. No ; «he caaH livc^ that's certain ; but she 
may linger thirty or foiiy years. 

Miss. Live long ! ay, linger than a cat or a dog, or 
a tetter thing. 

• £<ft% Answ^ O t miss, yoti must give yoor vardi 
Ibot 

hi. Spa/rki^ Mhs, shall i^ £11 you another dish of 
«»? 

Miss. Indeed, my lordj I have drank enough. 

lAL Sparkish. ComCy it will do you more f^ood than 
a month's fasting; here, take it.- 

Miss. No, I ^hank your lordship ; enough's ft* good- 
aa a feast. 

Ld. Sparkish. Well 5 but if you always say bo, you'H- 
■ever be married'. 

Lcufy Answ. Do, my lord, give her a dish ; for they 
say, maids will say no, and take it. 

Ld. Spgfkisffi. Well; and I dare say, misa b a maid^ 
ID thought, word, and deed. 

NeoermU. I would not take my oath of that. 

Miss. Fray, sir, speak for yourself. 

Lady Smart. Fie, tskm^ they «ay oi^Vhk i^Ctf^Aki^ %(e 

90ePf aadoQi beard, 

It- %^ 
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LaA^ Answ. Good idisb, stir the fire, that (he fta 
kettle lUKy boU. — Tou have dooe it very well ;;-qo¥ it 
buroft purelj. Well, miss, you^Il have a ciieerful hiu- 
bapd. 

Miss. Indeed, your ladyship could have ftirred ;! 
nuch better. 

LadyAnsw. I know that very well, hutty; but I 
won't keep a dog, and bark myself. 

Jfeveraut What I you are sick, miss* 

Miss, Not at all ; for her ladyship meant you^ 

Neverout, O:! faith, miss, you are io lob's pound; 
£€t out as you can. 

Miss. I won't quarrel, with my bread bsA batter, bx 
all that ; I know when I^m welL. 

Lady Answ. Well ; but miss-^ 

NcHrwU Ah ! dear madam. Jet the matter faD ; tske 
pity on poor miss; don't throw water oo a drowned 
rat. I 

Mis^ Indeed, Mr. Neverout, you, sbouh) be. cui, fee j 
thie simples this morning : say a word nore^ and you ! 
iiad as good eat your n/ute. 

jLdL-SjMmXisA. Pray, miss, will you be-so goodLas to 
pivour us with a song ? 

Miss. Indeed, my lord, I can't; fop I have a great 
cold. 

CoL O ! miss, they say all good siog^ have ooldi. 

tiiiSpprkish. ,Vt9j, DjadaiQ, does npt miss t&og vexf 
weU? 

LadyAnsm, She sings, as one maysay, my lord*. 

Miss. I hear Mr. Ncv^rput has a very good-yoifi^. 

CiA. Yes, Tom sings well, but his luck's^nxiight. ( 

Ncveroiit. Fidtli, colonel, you hit your^ a deviBiSi' 1 
bQ|[ oD the. ear^ .' 

f^. M|b^ wiUy^ take a^pi^ch of smiff?. 
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Miss. No, colonel, jou must know that j^never take 
ffiuff but when I am angrj. 

Latbf Jhsw. Yes, yes, she can take smifF,.but she has . 
nerer a box to put itin. ^ 

Miss, Praj, colonel, let me see^tha^ box. 

Cd. Madam, there's never a C upon it. 

Miss. May be there 1% coloneL 

Co/. Ay, but May-bees'Clon't fly now, miss< 

Nsveraui. Colonely why so hard upon poor miss? 
SonU set your wit against a-child f miss, give m^e a blow, 
and I'U beat him*. 

jAft^^.So she pray'd me tolell you^ 

Ld. Sparkiski Pray, my Lady Smart, what kin arb 
]rou to Lord Pozz ?. 

Latfy Smarts Why his grandmother and mine had 

four elbows.. 

■ * 

jfjodiiAnsw. W^ methinks here^ a sUent meeting. 
Gome, miss, hold up ryour head, girl ; there^s money bid 
br you« . [Miss starts. 

JiRss. Lord, madam, you frighten me out of my seven 
senses ! 

Ld. Sparkish. Well, I must begoiilg*. 

Loihf Ansrv. I have seen hastier people than you stay 
dl night. 

CcL [to Lcufy £^9uir£*] Tom.Neverout and J are to 
leap to-morrow for a guinea. 

Miss.l believe, c(4onel,^ Mti fif^verout can leap at a 
crust better than you. 

Neveraut. Miss, your tongue runsbefove y our. wll j 
nothing can tame you but a husband. . 

Miss. Peace ! I thiuk I liearthe^ church cldck. 

Neverout. Why you know, jas the fool thinks — 

Xaifc/ Smart, Mr, Neverout, your handkerchief ,V 
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AH$$. Let bimset kis foot oo it, that it mayuHfly is 

his face. 

Neveraut. Well, miss — 

Miss. Ay, ay ! many a one 8a}'8 well that thinks iH 

NeveroHt. Well, miss, Fll think on thie. 

Miss. That's rhyme, if you take it io time. 

Neveroui. What ! I see you »re a poet. 

Miss. Yes ; if I had but the wit to show it; 

NevereuL Miss, will you be so kind as to fiH me a 
dish of tea ? 

Miss, Pray let your betters be served before yoaf 
I'm juat going to fill one for myself; and, you kaov 
the parson always christens his own chikl first* 

Aleveraut But I saw you fill one just now for the 
colonel : well, I find klssiag goes by favour* 

Miss. But pray, Mr. Neverout, what Ividy was that 
you were talking with in the side box last Tuesday ? 

JVevermU. Miss, can you keep a secret ? 

Miss. Yes, I can. 

.YeverauL Well, miss, and so can I. 

Col. Odd-60 ! I have cut my thumb with thb cbrsed 
knife ! 

Lady Answ^ Ay ; that was your mother's fault, b^ 
cause she only warn'd you not to eut your fingers. 

Lady Smart. No, no; 'tis only fools cut their &ogtH, 
but wise folks ci|t their thumbs. — 

Miss. I'm sorry for it, but I cant cry. 

CoL Don't you thiok miss is grown ? 

La'fy Ansn\ Ay, ill weeds grow apace. 

^ P^iff 9f smoke comes dawn the chinmmf. 

Lady Ansrv. Lord, madaui> does your ladyship's 
chimney smoke ? 

CcH. No, madam ; but they say smoke always puiWii' 
the fdii^ and your lady%^\^ ^aX ^le^^aiu 
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JLady Smart. Madftm, do yoa love bobea tea ? 

Lady Answ, Why, madam, I must confess I do lore 
it, but it does not love me. # 

Miss \io La^ ^Smarl^ Indeed, mddaro, yoiir lady- 
ship is v^ry ti^m^ag of ytHir tea : I protest, the last I 
took iTas no more than water bewitehM. 

Cul, Pray^ miss, if I may be so bold, nrhat lover gave 
you that fine ctuy ? 

Miss. Don't you know ? then keep counseL 

Lady Answ, 111 tell you, colonel, who gave it her i- 
it was the best lover she will ever have while she iive% 
her own dear papa. 

Neveraut Methinks, miss, I donH much like the co- 
lour of (hat libboD. 

Miss, Why then, Mr. Nevei-out, do you see, if yoa 
4oa\ much like it, you may look oifT it. 

Ld, Sparldsk, 1 don't doubt, madam, but your lady- 
ship has heard that Sir -John Brisk has got an employ- 
ment at court. 

Lady Smart. Yes, yes, ; and I warrant he thinks 
kimself no sn>al] fool now. 

Neveraut. Yes, madam, I have heard some people 
'Cake him for a wise man. 

Lady Smart Ay, ay f some are wise, and some are 
otherwise. 

Lady Anstv. Do you know him', Mr. Neverout ? " 

Neveraut Know him ! ay, as well as the beggar knows- 
his dish. 

CoL Well f I can only say that he has better luck 
than honester folks : but pray, how came he to get this 
employment ? - ^ 

Ld. SpoFkish, Why, by ebanee, as themair kill'd the 
^vil. 
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Ne9irauL Wbj, ini«i you a« io a browo sUk|7,- 
what'tthe matter? melhioka yoa look I^Le maaKhaQce, 
that war haogV fmraByiog notbiog. 

Miss* I'd have jrou toknow,! sooni your words* 

Neverakt, Well.; but aconifiil dogs will eat dirt)r pud- 
dioipk 

iUiM. Well; my comfort is^ your toQgue k oo dan- 
der. What ! you would not have ooe be always oo the 
high grin? 

NeverauL Cry magstick^ madam?, no c^eoce I 

[Latfy Smart breaks a teaa^Y 

Lady Ansn, Lord, madam, bow came you to bieafc 
your cup? 

Laiijf SmarU I can'thelp. it, if I would ciy my eyes 
out. 

Jlii^. Why sell it, madam, and buy a new ooe witb 
same of the money. 

CoL 'Tis a folly to cry for spilt milk. 

Xa4y Smart. Why, if things did not break or wear 
out, how would tradesmen liye? 

Miaa. Well ; I am very sick, if any body car'J 

Mveraui. Come; then, miss, e^en mak'e^ a die-of it, aiid 
then we shall have a burying of our own. 

Miss. The devil take, you, Neverout, beude all small 
curses. 

LatbfAnsw. Marry come up, what, plaiaNeveraut! 
methinks you might . have an . M under /our ghdk^ 
miss. 

Lady Smart. Well, well, naught's never in darigerf, 
I^warrant miss will spit in her band, And hold fast. . €^ 
ipjicl, do yQu like this bisculU? 
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Col. Vm^ UKe all fools; I love everjr ihiog that's 
good. ^ 

La^ Smart; WelF; and iBo't it pure good ?. 
Cd. 'TSs better tbao %^ worse... 

Fmriman brings Ift^ CoUmet a Utter. 

Jkat^ Ansm. I suppose, colonel, thaCsi a hilletdouls: 
ftom 70ur< mistress. 

Cd. Bgad, l- don't know^ whenoe it: eomes; but 
wboe'er writ it, writes a hand like a foot \ 

Miss. Well, you maj make a secret of it, but we eaft 
8|iell, and put together. 

J^fevergut. Miss, what spells b double uz^ard?, 

ISiss^. Buz^rd io your teeth, Mr. STeverout^ 

Idtdy Smart: Now you are up, Mr. Neverout; wiU 
you do me the favour, to do me the kindness, to take 
off the teakettle ? 

JLd, SpartisiL I. wonder what makes these heUs nog. 

La^ Answ. Why,. my lord, I. suppose^ because they 
{lull the rop^s., ^ere aU laughs 

JVevermt flays with a teacup. 

' Miss. Now a child would have cried half an hour 
hefore^it would have found out such a pretty plaything. 

LoAf Smart. Well said, mi«i : I vow, Mr. Neveroul, 
(he girl is too hard for you. . 

JVeoeraut. Ay, miss will say any thing but. her pray-^ 
ers, and^those she wlristles. 

Mi9s. Pmy, colonel, makcme arpresenjLoC.thatpretty^ 
penknife. 

Ld. Sparkishu Ay, miss, catch him at. that, and ha^g 

Cd. Not for the world, dear miss, it will cut love.. 
Md. Sparkish. Colonel, yon ihall be nmnied firsivl^ 
wsi8rg,(flng,taiS9j thati!* 
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Leufy Smart. Well, but for all that, I can tell wfao i» 
a great admirer of miss : pray, miss, how do you like 
Mr. Spruce? I swear, I have often seeu him cast a 
sheep's eye out. of a calfa bead at you : deny it if you 
eaa. / 

Miss. O, madam; all the world knows that Mr. 
Spruce is a general lover. 

CoL Come, miss, 'tis too true to 'make n jest -oo. 

X [Miss hkakiB^ 

Lady Answ. Well, however blushiitg is some sigo of 
\|^race. 

NeverouL Miss says nothing; tmt I warrant she ptjr 
it off with thinking. 

Miss. Well, ladies and gentlenien, you «re pleas'd to 
divert yourselves; but, as I hope lo be aav'd, thereV 
Dothitfg in it. 

Lcuhj Smart. Touch agall'd horse, and he'll wince: 
love will creep were it dare not go: I'd hold a hundred 
pound, Mr. Neverout was the inventor of that story f^ 
and, colonel, I doubt you had a finger in the pie. 

La^ Jnsw. But, colonel, you forgot to salute miai 
when you came in ; she said you had not been here a' 
Ibr^f; tirpe. 

Miss. JFle, madam ! I tow, colonel^ I said no vufib^ 
thinii;^ I wonder at your ladyship \ 

Col. Miss, I beg your pardon— -- 

Qoes to salute her^ shestruggles a little. 

Miss. Well, Fd rather give ft knave a kiss for once 
than be troubled with him; but, upon my wcnrd, you-ait 
more bold than welcome. 

Lady Smart. Fie, fie, miss ! for shame of the >Hxid, 
and speech of good people. 



BIAIX>GU£ L 289 

JVeverout to miss^ who U cooking her tea and bread ami 

butter. 

NeveroHt, Com^ eottie, mias, make much of naught; 
good folks are scarce* 

Miss. What ! and you tmtst come io irith your two 
eggs a peDD}% and three of them rotten. 

CoL [to Ld. Sparldsh.] But, mj lord, I forgot to ask 
. jmu, bow jou like voj new clothes ? 

Ld. Sparkish^ Why, very well, colonel ; only, to deal 
plainly with you, methinks the worst piece is in the^ 
middle. [Here a Umd Laugh of tern repeated* 

CoL My lord, you are too severe on your friends. 

Miss. Mr. iNeverottt, I'm hot, are you a sot ? 

^eiferout. Mts% I'm ooM» are you a scold? take you 
that. 

JLa^ Smart. I confess UmA was liome. I find, Mr. 
'Ifererout, you won't give yourlKad for the wariiii^, as 
tiiey say. 

Mm. O! he's asore man where tfaeskiii'a^ I see 
Mr. Neverout has a mind to sharpen the edge of his wit 
on the whetstone of my ignorance. 

Ld. Sparkish. Faith, Tom, you are stnick ! I never 
heard a better thing. « . " ■ 

Mverout. Pray, miss, give me leave to scratch you 
foir that fine speech. 

Miss. Fox on yoiu* picture, it cost me a groat the 
drawing. 

Neverout. [to Lady Smart] ^buds, madam, I have 
bpnit my hand with your plaguy teakettle. 

Ladj^ J^art. Why, then, Mr. Neverout, you must 
sayP'^od save the king. 

J^werout. Did you ever see the like ? ' 

AMss. Nerev hut once, at a weddiBg. 

C0I Prsjr, misBf how old are 70a) 
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Misi. Why, Vm as old as my toiigiie» and. a litUe 
oUer thaa mj teetb. 

Ld Sparhsh {to LadyAnsmJ] Pray, madano, ia2Bm 
Buxom married ? I hear 'tis all over the town. 

Lady Ansm. My lord, she's either married, or wont 

CoL If she he'ot married, at least she's lustily pro- 
mit'd^ But, is it certain that Sir John BhiDderbuai ii 
dead at hak? 

Ld, SparU^ Yesi or else he's sadly wro^^d, fn 
Ibey have buried him. 

Miss. Why, if he be dead, he'll eat no more bread. 

Cd. But, is he really dead? 

JiM^ Jnsw. YeSf, colooel, as sure as you're alive-* 

CsL They say he was ap honest man. 

Xo^f Answ. Yes^ with good Jodkiiy to. 

s- s apimfk onherface. 

Mss» Lord ! I think my goodness Is coming ant- 
Madam, will your ladyship please to lend me a patch? 
MtersuL Mi8i^ if you are a maid, put your band up- 
on your spot 
Mw. — There — 

[Catering h$rfa€& with boAkirhmids, 
Ladjf ^mart> Well, thou art a mad girL 

[Qhnskerat^ 
Miss. Lond, madam, is that a blow tagive acUM^ 

LoAf Smari lets fall her handkerddefy. andtlu Cdssd 

stocfsfat U. 

Lady Smart Colonel, you shall have a better office* 
CoL O, madam, I can't have a better than to serre 

your ladyship. 

C^ [to Ladjf Sparldsk.'} Madam, has your ladjnhip 

read the new play, written by a lord ? itii ealkd Lw^e 
il^ A lioUow Trec<t. 
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JLiiAf ^iMrkish. Ko, colooel. 
CoL Whip, tbeo your ladjabip has oqe pleasure tft. 
eome. 

Miss sighs, 

M^veraut. Praj, misB, why do you gigh ? 

Miss. To make a fool ask, and you are the fint 

Mveraui. Why, miss, I find there Is DOthiog but a. bit 
wda blow with you. 

Zady Answ. Why, you mu0t know, miss b ia love. 

Miss. I wish my head may oever ake till that day. 

JUL Sparldsk. Come, min, never sigh, but send for 
Um. * 

\jLaA^ SmtirUoBd Lfidy JnsmraU speaking K^eAer. 
If he be hanged hell come bopping ; and if he lie drown'dt 
be'il come dropping. 

Miss. Well, I swear youll make, one die withlaugh- 

Miss pkttfs nfUh a lecMi^ and J\f€verma ftoys wiik 

stnoihcF* 

Mveraui. Well ; I se% one fool makes many. 
' Miss. And you are the greatest fool of any. 

J^everoui. Pray» miss, win you be so kind to tie this 
string for me with youf^ faic bands? it will go all in 
your day's work 

Miss. Marry, come up, indeed'; tie it yourself ydi 
have as many band#^ as l; your man's man will have a 
fine office truly : come, pray stand out of my spitting- 
(riiMse. 

^everauL Well ; but, miss, don't be angiy. 

Miss. No; I was never angry in my life but ooce^ 
aq4 theanobody cai^ for it; 00 Irifolvjed nei^er tol^ 
an|||ry again. 
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NeverauL Well ; but if you'll tie it, you shall never \ 
know what ril do for you. 
Miss. So I suppose, truly. 

^everaut. Well; but lUlmake you a fine present ooe 
•f these days. 

Mm. Ay ; when the devil's blind, and his eyes ait 
not sore yet 

J^evercHt. Xo, miss, I'll send it you to-morrow. 

Mm. Well, well; to-morrow's a new day ; but I sop- 
pose you mcau to-morrow come never. 

J^everma. O ! 'tis the prettiest thing ; I assure yoa, 
there came but two of them over In three thlpi. 

Miss. Would I could see it, quoth blind Hugh. 
But why did you not bring me a present of snuff this 
nomiog ? 

JSttnerouL Because, miss, you never asked me; and, 
"lii an ill dog that's not worth whistling for. 

Ld, Sparkish [to Lady Ansn.'] Pray, madam, bow 
came your ladyship last Thursday to go to that odious 
puppetshow. 

Col. Why, to be sure, her ladyship went to see, and 
to be seen. 

Lady Ansrv, Tou have made a fine speech^ colonel: 
f»ray, what will you take for your -mouth-piece? 

Ld. Sparkish. Take that, colonel : but^ pr&y» madanir 
was my Lidy Snuff there ? They say she's extremeljr 
handsome. 

Ladfy Sniart. They Must not see with my eyes, tbit 
think so. 

Neverout. She may pass muster well enough. 

Lath/ Answ, Pray, how old do you take her to be? 

CoL Why, about five or six-and-twenty. 

Miss. I swear she's no chicken ; slie^ on the wfOOSh 
side of thirty, if she be a day. 
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Latfy Answ. Depend upoo it, she'll nerer see frTe-ond- 
hirty^ and a bit to spare. 

CoL Why thej say, she's one of the chief toasts 10 
;own. 

JLath/ Smart A7, when all the rest are out of it. 

Misa. Well ; I woudo't be as uck as she's proud for 
ill the world. 

Lady Answ. She looks as if buttdr woudn't melt io 
ker mouth ; but I warrant, cheese woo't choke her. 

Neveraut. I hear my lord what d'ye call him is court- 
ing her, 

Isiufy Sparkisb. What lord d'ye mean, Tom ? 

Miss. Why, my lord, I suppose, Mr. Neverout means 
the lord of the Lord knows what. 

CoL They say she dances very fine. 

LcLdy Answ, She did ; but I doubt her dancing days 
ire over. 

Ceil. I can't pardon her for her rudeness to me. 

iMdy Smart, Well ; but you must ibiget and forgive. 

Footman comes in. 

Isody Smart. Did you call Betty ? 

Footman, She's coming, madam. 

La^ Smart Coming ! ay, so is Christmas* 

Betty comes m. 

Ladj^ Smart Come, get ready 117 things. Where his 
the wench beeu these three hours ? 

£etty. Madam, I can't go fiatec than my legs will 
Bwry me. 

La^ Smart. Ay, thou hast a head, and so has a pin. 
But, my lord, all the town has it, that Mi^ Caper is to 
be married to Sir Peter Giba)l ; one thing ie certain, 
that she has promised to have him. 
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Ld. Sparkisk. Wbj, madam, you know, jfttwiisei ire 
either broken or kept. 

Lady Anaw. I beg your pardon, my lord ; proopMi 
and piechut are made to be broken. 

Ltuhf SfMort. Nay, I liad it from my Lady CanyHe's 
own motttb. 1 tell you my tale aad my iale^s authtr; 
if it be a lie, you had it as cheap as I. 

LaAf Jnsrv. She and I had some words last Sooday 
at church ; but I think I gave her her own. 

Ltukf Smart. Her tongue runs like the dapper of 
a mill ; she talks enough for herself and all the con- 
painy. 

Ntveraut, And yet slie simpers l3c:e a firtnUy ket- 
tle. 

Miss looking in a glass* 

Miss. Lord, how my head is drest to-day ! 

CoL O, madam ! a good face needs no tiand. 

Miss. No ; and a bad one deserves none. 

CoL Pray, miss, where is your old acquaiotaocei M19* 
Wayward ? 

Miss. Why, where should she be ? you most nefedi 
know ; she^s in her skin. 

CoL I can answer that; what if you were as fiur ant 
as she's in ? — 

NRss. Well, I promis'd to go this evening to Hyde 
Park on the water ; but I protest I'm half afraid. 

Neverout Never fear, miss; you have the oM pM- 
verb on your side, Nau^t's ne'er in danger. 

Cd. Why, miss, let Tom Neverout wait on you, and 
then I warrant, you'll be as safe as a thief in a miH; 
for you knoW| He that's born to be bang'd, will aef«r 
be drowe'd. 
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- ^ftvercut. Thank you, colonel, for joar good word ; 
but faith, if ever I hang, it shall be about a fair lady's 
ireck. 

Lady Smart. Who's there ? Bid the children be quiet, 
and not laugh so loud. 

Loc^ Ansm. O \ madam, let'm laugh, they'll ne\r 
laugh younger. 

Nevermt Miss, I'll tell you a seeret, if you'll promise 
never to tell it again. 

Miss. No, to be sure ; I'll tell it to nobody but friends 
and strangers. 

NeverauL Why then, there's some dirt in my tea 
cup. 

Miss. Come, come, the more there's In't, the more 
there's on't. 

Laify Answ. Foh I you must eat a peck of dirt before 
^on die. 

Col. Ay. ay ^ it goes all one way. 
NevercfuU Pray, misis, what's lidockf 
Miss. Why, you must know, 'tis a thing like a bell, 
and you are a fool that can't tell. 

Ihvermt \to Lady Answ."] Fray, madam, do you tell 
me ; for I have let my watch run down. 

Lady Answ. Why, 'tis half an hour past hanging 
^me. 

CoL Well; I'm like the butcher that was looking for 
hiB knife, and had it in his mouth : I have been search- 
ing my pockets for my snuffbox, and, egad,' here it is 
ID my hand. 

Miss, If it had been a bear, it would have bit you, 
ctionei : well, I wish I had such a snufT-bdx. • 

Neverout. You'll be long enough before you wish 
youip skin full of eyelet-holes. 
Cd. Wish in one hand— 
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Mi$8. Out upoQ you: Lord, what can the nln 
mean ? 

Zd. Sparkish. Thfe tea is very hot. 

La^ Anm. Why, it came from a hot place, Hf 
lord. 

Colanel spUls his tea, 

LoAf Smart. That's as well done as if I had done it 
myself. 

Coi. Madam, I find you live by ill oeighbonra^ wImb 
you are forc'd to praise yourself. 

ZoAf Smart. So they 'pray'd me to tell you. 

Neverout. Well, I wonU drink a drop more ; if I 4!l> 
'twill go down like chopt hay. 

Miss. Pray, donH say no, till you are asked. 

NeveroKt. Well, what you pleasei and the rest 
again. 

Miss stooping for a pin. 

Miss. I have heard 'em say, that a pin a day is a 
groat a year. Well, as I hope to be married, feigite 
me for swearing, I vow 'tis a needle. 

Col. O ! the wonderful works of nature, that a Uaflk 
hen should lay a white egg ! 

Neverout. What ! you have found a mare's nest^ani 
laugh at the 6ggs ? 

Miss, Pray keep your breath to cool" your poi^ 
ridge. 

MeveroiU. Miss, there was a very pleasant ai6cideiit 
last night at St James's Park. 

Miss [to La^ Smart.'\ What was it your ladyaUp 
was going to say just now ? 

JVeverout. Well, miss ? tell a maie a tale—* 

Mtss. I find yoa love to hear yourself talk. 
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Never out. Why, if you wonH hear my tale, kiss 
fny, &c. 

Miss* Out upon you, for a filthy creative ! 

JVevermd. What, miss t must I tell you a story, and 
find you ears ? 

Ld. Sparkish [to Lady Smart.] Fray, madam, don't 
you think Mrs. Spendall very genteel ? 

Lat^ SfnarL Why, my lord, I think she was cut out 
for a gentlewoman, but she was spoiPd in the making : 
the wears her clothes as if they wej*e thrown on her with 
a pitchfork ; and, for the fashion, I believe they were 
made in the reigu of Queen Bess. 

JVevermtt. Well, that's neither here nor there; for you 
.know, the more careless the more modish. 

Col, Well, I'd hold a wager there will be a match 
between her and Dick Dolt: and I believe I can see as 
far into a millstone as another man. 

J^fiss. Colonel, I must beg your pardon a thousand 
times ; but they say, an old ape has an old eye. ^ 

Mverout Miss, what do you mean I you'll spoil the 
GolonePs marriage, if you call him old. 

Col. Not so old, nor yet so cold — You know the rest, 
'^fniss. 

Miss. Manners is a fine thing, truly. 

Col. Faith, miss, depend upon't, I'll give you as good 
|8 you bring : what ! if vou erive a jest you must take 
a jest. 

JLady Smart. Well, Mr. Neverout, you'll ne'er have 
done till you break that knife, and then the man won't 
take it again. 

* Miss, Why, madam, fools will be meddling ; I wish 
he may cut his fingers. I hope you can see your own 
Mood without fainting. 

vofi. XXII. e 
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NevermiU Why, miss, yon sliiue this morDing like a 
sli — D barn door : you'll nev^r hold out at this rate ; 
praj save a little irit for to>morrow. 

Miss. Well, you have said your say ; if people will 
be rude, I have done : my comfort is, 'twill-be all one a 
thousand year hence. 

Ncvcroitt Miss, you have shot your bolt : I fiod. 
you must have tlie last word — ^Well, I'll go to the opera 
to-night. — No, I can't, neither, for I have some busi- 
ueas-^and yet I thiuk I inust ; for I promis'd to squire 
the countess to her box. 

Aliss. The countess of Fuddledock, I suppose. 

Neveraut Peace, or war, miss ? 

Lcufy Smart Well, Mr. Neverout, you'll never be 
mad, you are of so many minds. 

Js Miss rises, the chair f acts behind her. 

Miss. AVell ; I shan't be lady mayoress this year. 

NeverouU No, miss, 'tis worse than that ; you won't 
be married this year. 

Miss. Lord \ you make me laugh, though I an't 
well. 

J^everout, as Miss is standing, puUs her suddenly on 
^ his lap. 

Jsfeverout. Now, colonel, come sit down on my lap \ 
more sacks upon the mill. 

Miss. Let me go ; ar'n't you sorry for my heavi- 
ness ? 

jVeverout. No, miss; you are very light; but I don't 
say you are a light hussy. Pray take up the chair for 
your pains. _^ ' 

Miss. 'Tis but one body's labour, you may do It 
jonrscU; I wish you would be 'quiet, you have mere 
tricks tfian a dancing be%T. 
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^Osver&ut rises to take up the chair, and Miss sits in his. 

JVevermiti You woud'nt be so soon in my grave, 
madam. 

Miss. Lord! I have torn my petticoat viih jx)i!r 
odious romping ; my rents are coming in ^ Tm afraid I 
shall fall into the ravman's hanclg, 

JVtverout T\\ mend it, miss. 

Miss. You mend it I go, teach jour grannam to suck 

eggs. 

J\/ev€r<mt, Why, miss, you are so cross, I could find 
in my heart to hate you. 

Miss. With all my heart ; there will be no love lost 
between us. 

■ J\/everout. But pray, my Lady Smart, does not miss 
look as if she could eat me without salt ? 

Miss. I'll make you one day sup sorrow for this. 

NevermU Well, follow your own way, you'll live the 
longer. 

Miss, See, madam, how well I have mended it. 

had^ Smart. 'Tis indiflferent, as Dbjl danc'd. 

Neverout. 'Twill last as many nights as days. 

Miss. Well, I knew it should never have your good 
word. 

LaA/ S^nart. My lord, nay Lady Answerall and I 
was walking in the Park last night till near eleven; 
'twas a very fine night. 

Neverout. Egad, so was I ; and I'll tell you a comical 
accident ; egad, I lost my understanding. 

Miss. I'm glad you had any to lose. 

Ladi/ Smart. Well, but what do you mean ? 

Neverout. Egad, I kick'd my foot against a stone, and 
tore off the heel of my ^hoe, and was forc'd to limp to 
a cobbler in the Pall-mall to have it put on. K^ W^ 
he, he. ' \AU\«»f)Bu 
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Cd. O I 'twas a delicate night to run away iritb 
uootber man's wife- 

Ncverout sneezes. 

Miss. God bless you ! if you han't taken snuff. 
Netferout. Why, what if I have, miss ? 
Miss. Why then, the deuse take you! 
Nei>€rout. Miss, I want that diamond ring of youn. 
Mis^. Why, then want's like to be your master. 

Neverout looking at the ring. 

Severoiit Ay, marry, this is not only, but also; where 
did you get it ? 

Miss. W*hy, where 'twas to be had ; where the devil 
got the friar. 

Ncverout. Well ; if I had such a fine diamond riu^ 
I woudn't stay a day in England : but you know, far 
fetcli'd and dear bought is fit for ladies. I warrant, this 
cost your father two-pence half-penny. 

Colonel stretching himself. 

La^ Smart. Why, colonel, you break the king's 
laws ; you stretch without a halter. 

Lath/ Answ, Colonel, some ladies of your acquaint- 
ance have promis'd to breakfast with you, and I am to 
wait on them ; what will you give us? 

Col. Why, faith, madam, bachelors' fare ; bread aod 
cheese and kisses. 

Lady Anstv. Poh ! what have you bachelors to db 
with your money, but to treat the ladies P you ha?e 
nothing to keep, but your own four quarters. 

Latbf Smart. My lord, has Captain Brag the honour 
to be related to your lordship ? 

Ld. Sparkish. Very n^valy, madam ; he's my cousin 
^rmsin quite removed. 
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tad^ Jfisnf. Praj, is he not lich ? 

Ld. Sparkish, Ay, a rich rogue, two shirts and a rag. 

CoL Well, boweyer« they say he has a greet estate, 
but only the riglit owner keeps him out of it. 

Lofb/ Smart, What religion is he of? 

Ld, Sparkish. Why he is an Anythingarian. 

Ladif Answ. I believe he has hb religion to choose, 
ny lord. 

Nevercui scratches his head. 

Miss. Fie, Mr. Neverout, ar*n't you ashamM ! T beg 
pardon for the expression, but I'm afraid your bosom 
finends are become your baclLbiters. 
: NevermiL Well^Bii^s, I saw a Hea once inyeur pSo« 
ser, and a louse is a man's companion, but a flea is a 
dog's companion : however, I wish you would scratch 
ny'neck with your pretty white hand. 

Miss* And who would be fool then? I wou'dn't 
touch a man's flesh for the universe. Tou have the 
wroQg sow by the ear, I assure you ; tbat^s meat for ytnx 
master. 

Neoermd. Miss Notable, aU quarrels laid aside, pray 
step hither for'a momeot. 

Miss. I'll wash my hands and wait on you, sir ; but 
pray come hither, and try to open this lock. 

Nevercut. We'll try what we can do. 

Miss. We ! — —what, have you pigs in your belly T 

Newr&uL Miss, I assure you, I am Very handy at all 
things. 

Miss. Marry, hang (hem that can't giYe themselves 
a good word : I believe you may have an even hand to 
throw a louse in the fire. 

€rf. WeH, I must be plain ; here's a very bad sniell. 

Miss. Perhaps, colonel, the fox is the finder. 
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Netferaut No, colonel ; 'tis only yoor teeth agaust 
rain : but — 

Miss. ColontI, I find you would make a very 
poor man's sow. 



Cciand a 

€ol, I bare got a sad cold. 

' Ladi^ Answ. Ay $ 'tis well if one can get any duog^ 
tliese bard times. 

Miss [to CoL'] Cboke, cbicken, tbere'iB more a batch^ 
ing. 

Ladif Smart. IVay^ colonel, how did you get that 
cold? 

■' Id, Sparkiah, Why. tnadara, I fitippose the colooel 
got it by lying abed barefoot. ' * 

Ltuhf Ansrv, Why then, colonel, you roust take it for 
belter for worse, as a man takes bis iFife.. 

CoL Well, ladies, I apprehend you' without a coosta*' 
blc. 

Miss. Mr. Neverout! Mr. Neverout! come hkher 
this moment. 

Ladff Smart, [imitating her.'} Mr. Neveroutf Mr. 
Neverout ! I wish he were tied to your le^rdle. 

NeverouL What's the matter? whose mare's dead 
noi^? 

Miss. Take your labour for your paios^ yon^may go 
back again, like a fool, as you came. 

Nevertmt. Well, miss, if you deceive me a^ second 
time, 'tis my fault. 

Latbf Smart. Cotoaet, methinks your coat is too short. 

Cd. It will be tong enough before I get another, ma- 
dam. 

J^ass. Come, come $ the coat's a good- coat, aadcooie 
9f good friends. 
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Nevercut. Ladies, you are mistakeD in the stuff; Ws 
half silk. 

Col, Tom ]^everottt» you are a fool, and that's jour 
fault. 

A great ndse below. 

Lady Smart. Hey ! what a clattering is here ! one 
would think hell was broke loose. 
. Miss. Indeed, madam, I must take my leave, for I 
a'n't well. 

Lady Smart. What ! you are sick of the mulligrubs 
with eating chopt hay ? 

Miss. No, indeed, madaiA; I'm sick and hungry, 
more need of a cook than a doctor. 

Ladi/ Ansrv. Poor miss! she^s sick as a cnshioa^she 
wants nothing but stuffing. 

CoL If you are sick, you shall have a caudle of palf 'a 
eggs. 

Neveraut I can't find my gloves. 

Miss. I saw the dog running away with some dirty 
thing a while ago. * 

CoL Miss, you have got my handkerchief; pray^ ^t 
me have it. . 

Lack/ Smart. No; keep it miss; for they say, posses* 
sion is eleven points of the law. 

Miss. Madam^ he shall ne'er have it again ; 'tis in 
hucksters' hands. 

LaA/ Ansrv. What ! I see 'tis raining again. . 

Ld. Sparkish. Why, then, madam, we must do as they 
do in Spain. 

Miss. Pray, my lord, how is that ? 

Ld. Sparkish. Why, madam, we must let it rain. 
Miss whispers LaA/ Smart. 

Neveraut. There's no whispering, but ,there's4ying» 

Miss. Lord ! Mr. Neverout, you are as pert as ft 
pearmonger this morning. 
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J^cHrmO. Indeed, nki, you are very baodsone. 

Sdias. Fob ! I know that already ; tell me news. 
84>meb0Af knockit at the door* 
Footman comes in. 

Footman \to CoL] An* please your honour, there's a 
mao below wants to speak to you. 

Col. Ladies, your pardon for a minute. 

Ijotfy Smart. Miss, I sent yesterday to know how you 
did, but you were gone abroad early. 

Miss. Why, indeed, madam, I was huodiVI up in a 
hackney coach with three country acquaintaocei wba 
called upon me to take the air as £ur as Highgate. 

JLady Smart. And had you a pleasant airing ? 

Miss. No, madam; it rained all the time; I was 
jolted to death ; and the road was so bad, that I aeream'i 
every nxmneot, and called to the coachman, pray, frieodi 
don't spinous. 

Neverout, So, miss, you were afraid, that pride Koa'd 
have a fall. 

Miss. Mr. Neverout, when I want a fool, I'U seud 
for yon. 

Ld. Sparkish. Miss, did'nU your left ear bom tail 
night r 

Miss. Pray, why, my lord ? 

Ld. Sparkish. Because I was tlien in tone company 
wheie you were extol IM to the skies, I assure you. 

Miss. My lord, that was more tbeir goodness than my 
desert. 

Ld. Sparkish. They said, that you were a complete 
beauty. 

Miss. My lord, i am as God made me. 

Lady Smart. TIm giri's weU enough, if she had but. 
another nose. 

Miss. O ! Madam, I know i^all alwajs baveynuf 
good word ; you love to beV)^ ^Uml<^ ^%(«u tibR stMe-; 
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One knocks 

Lady Smart. Who's there ? you're on the wroi^ %\dt 
of the door ; come lo, if you be fat. 

Celonel comes in again* 

Ld. Sparkish. Why, Golooel, you are a man of great 
busing; 

CoL Ay, ay, my lord, I'm like my lord mayor's fo<^ 
fall of business, and nothing to do. 

Lady Smart. My lord, don't you think the colonel's 
mightily fall'n away of late ? 

Ld, Sparkish. Ay, fall'n from a horseload to a cart- 
load. 

CoL Why, ray lord, egad, I am like a rabbit, fat aad 
lean in four* and- twenty hours. 

Lady Smart. I assure you, the colonel walks as 
straight as a pin. 

Miss. Yes; he's a handsome bodied man in the hce^ 

Neverout A handsome foot and leg: God-a- mercy, 
$hoe and stocking t 

CoL What! three upon one t that's foul play: tim 
would make a parson swear. 

Neverout. Why, miss, what's the matter ? You look 
Its if you bad neither won nor kwt. 

CoL Why, you must kuow> miss lives upon love. 

Miss. Yes, upon love and lumps of the cupboards 

JUm^ Jnsnf. Ay ; they say fove and pdate porridge 
are two dangerous things ; one breaks the heart, and tbe 
•tlier the bdly. 

JMiss [imitating Lady jinswerdWs tone^ Yttj pietty I 
•ne breikks the heart, »kI the othw the belly. 

Lady Answ, Have a care; they say, mocking i» 

catching. 

Hiss. J neret beard that* 

02 
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Neterout. -Why; then, iniflB, 7011, have a 
more tbao ever jou had before. 

JHSm. Well; live and learn. 

NevercHU Ay \ and be hanged and: forget tX^ 

Miss. WelU Mr. Neverout, take it as you plMe ; 
but, I Bwear, you are a saucy Jack, to use such expres- 
sions. 

Neverma. Why then, miss, if you go to that, I vaui 
tell you thereV ne'er a Jack but there's a Gill. 

Miss, O I Mr. Neverout, every body knows th|t 
you are the f^k of courteig^. , 

Neverout. And, miss, all tlie world allows, that ysu 
are the flower of civility. 

Lady Stnart. Miss, I hear there was a great deil of 
company where you visited last- night : pray, who were 
they? 

Miss. Why, there was old Lady Forward, Mi» To- 
and-agaio, Sir John Ogle, my Lady Clappw, and I^ 
quoth the dog. 

Col, Was your visit long, misa ? 

Miss. Why, truly, they went all to the opera ; awl 
so poor Pilgarlick came home alone. 

Neverout Alackaday, poor miss J methinka it grieves 
me to pity you. 

Miss. What! you think, you said a fine thing now^ 
well, if I had a dog with no more wit, J would haog 
him. 

Ld^ Smart Miss, if it is manners, may I ask whi)ch is 
oldest, you or Lady Scuttle ? 

Miss, Why, my lord, when I die for i^e, she ma^ 
qua|(e for fear. 

Lady Smart f She's a very great gadder abroad^. 
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Lad^ Ausw. Lord ! she made me follow her last week 
through all the shops like a Tantiny pig-** 

Ladi^ Smart, I remember, you told me 70a had beea 
with her from Daa to Beersheba 2 \ 

Colonel spits- 
CoL Lord! T shall die; I canoot spit from me. 
JMRss, O ! Mr. P^everout, my little Countess has jusH 
litter'd; speak me fair, and I'll set you down for a pup- 

Neverout Why, miss, if I speak you fair, pecliaps I 
mayn't tell truth. 

Ld. Sparkish. Ay, but Tom, smoke that, she calls yo» 
puppy by craft. 

Neverout, Well, miss, you ride the, fore horse to day.. 

Miss> Ay,, many a one says well, that thinlui ill. 

Neverout Fie, miss; you said that once before; and; 
you know, too much of one thing is good for nothing. 

Afiss, Why, sure we can't say a good thing too- 
often. 

Ld. Sparkisk, Well, so much for that^ and butter fov 
fish; let us call another cause. Fray,, madam, does, 
your ladyship know Mrs. Nice 2 

LaA^ Smart. Perfectly well, my lord; she^a nice by 
name, and nice by nature. 

JLd. Sparkish^ Is it possible she could tii^ that boo^ 
by Tom Blunder for love ? 

Miss. She had good skill in. horse flesh, that wouldl 
choose a goose to ride on. 

* St. ADtfaon^, having been originally a swibeher^, trat tlWay*! 
painted wit)i a pig following him. Hence, ae St Anthoiiy was nererr 
seen without his pig, *^ To follow like aTantinypig," became a codk- 
mon saying, to express a person constantly attending at the heels oC 
•ootber. H» * 

a3> 
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LmA^Jnav. Wbjr, ny lonl, HiraB her fide ; ihejuj, { 
Barria^ and haogio^r go by destiny. 

C^ J believe she'll uever be burnt for » «tt 

Ld, Sparkish. They aay, maniageB are made m bei' 
ren ; but I doubt, wheo she was married, she had aa 
friend there. 

NevermA. Well, she'a got out of God's btei^ kta 
the warmaun. 

CalL The fellow's veil eaongb, if he had any guts io 

his brains. 

Lad^ SnmorL They say, thereby liaoga a laie. 

Ld, Sparkish, Why, he's a mere hobbledehoy, neilber 
a SMui nor a boy. 

Mm. Well, if I were to choose a husband; I weuld 
utver be laarried to a little man. 

Neveroid^ Fmy, why so, miss ? for they say, of aU 
evils we ought to choose the least. 

Miss, Because iblks would say, when they taw ib^ 
(o|pether, lliere goes the woman and her baSband. 

Cd. [to Lady Smart.] Will your ladyship be on the 
MaH to-morrow night ? 

La^ Smart* No, that wou^ be poper ; yon loow 
to-morrow's Sunday. 

Lard Sparkish. What (then, nndam ! tlMy aay, tbe 
belter day, tlie better deed 

Zdubf Jnsw, Pray, Mr. NeFcrout, how do you ttia 
lady Fruzz? 

NeverouU Fox on her f shea's as old as Poles** i 

Miss. So will you be, if you bea't hang'd wfatta 
you're young. 

NeveraaL Come, miss, let us be friends : -will you ga 
to the park this evening? 

• For St. Paurs church, U. 
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Mbs. With fill iDj heart, and a piece of my liver; 
but not vith 70U. 

Laefy Smart. I'll tell you one thing, snd that*ft not 
two ; I'm afraid I shall get a fit of the headach to 
flay; 

Col, O! madam, don't be afraid; it comes with a 
fri^vt* 

Miss, [to Lady Ansnferall.'] Madam, oni^ of your la- 
dyship's tappers is longer than t'other. 

La^ Answ. Well, 110 matter ; they that ride on a 
trotting horse will ne'er perceire it. 

Neverout* Indeed, miss, your lappets hang worse. 

Miss, Well, I love a liar fo my heart, and you fit 
Be to a hair. 

Miss rises up. 

Keveraut. Beuse take yon, miss ; you trod on my 
foot : I hope you don't intend to come to my bed- 
side. 

Miss. In troth, you are afraid of your friends, and 
none of them near you. 

Ld. Speaidsh. WeU said, girl ! [giving her a dttiekj 
take that : they say, a chuck under the chin is worth 
two kisses. 

Ladtf Ahsw. But, Mr. Neverout, T wonder why such 
a handsome, straight, young gentleman as you don't get 
some rich widow. 

Lord Sparkish. Straight ! ay, stra^ht as my leg, and 
that's crooked at knee. 

Neveraut. Faith, madam, if it rain'd rich widows^ 
none of them would fall upon me. Egad, I was born 
under a three-penny planet, neyer to be worth a groat. 

Ladtf Answ. No^ Mr. Neverout ; I believe you were 
born with a caul on your head; you axe^iOKSx^lv^t^^- 
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ite among the ladies: bat what think 70a of wi^» 
Prim ? die's immeoselj rich. 

Mvcrmd. Haog hec I ii^y saj her father was a 
haker. 

Ltufy Simttt, A J f but it is not, what is she, but what 
has she, now-apdajrs. 

CcL Tom, faith, put on a bold face for once^ and ha¥e 
at the widow. I'll speak a. good word for you to 
her. / 

luubf Ansn. Ay ; I warrant,jou'll speak one word 
for him, and two for yourselt 

Miss. Well ; I had that at iny tongue's end. 

Lad^ jinstv. Why, niis^ they say, good wits jump. 

Neverout, Faith, madam, I had rather marry a 
woman I lov'd^ in her smock, than widow Prim, if she 
had her weight in gold. 

Ladkf Smarts Come, come^ Mx. Neverout, marrisge 
is honourable,, but housekeeping is a shrew. 

Ladi^ Answ. Consider, Mr4 Neverout, four bare legs 
in a bed ; and you are a younger brother. 

Cd, Well, madam ; the younger brother is the better 
gentleman: however, Tom, I would i^vise you toJook 
before you leap. 

Ld, Sparkish, The colonel says true; besides, you 
can't expect to wive and thrive in the same year. 

Miss [shuddering.'] Lord t there's somebody walking 
over mj grave. 

Cd, Fray„Lady Answerall, where was you last Wed- 
nesday, when I did myself the honour to wait on you Z 
I think your ladyship is one of the tribe of Gad. 

Loify Ansm. Why, colonel, I was at church. 

CoL Nay^ then will I be hang'd, and my horM 
too.. 

Neveroul. I believe her ladyshif}, was at a dkindOb 
wkb a chimney in it.. 
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Miss. liocd, my petticoat 1 bow k bangs by jomme- 
try! 

JVeveraut Perbaps the fault may be lo your shape. 

MisSf [looking gravdyJ] Come, Mr. Keverout, tbere*i 
Bo jest like the true jest ; but I suppose you think my 
back's broad enough to bear eVery thing. 

Neverout, Madam, I humbly b^ yoUr pardon; 

Miss. Well, sir, your pardon's granted. 

Neverout WeH, all things have an^end, and a puddea 
has two, up-up-on me-my-my word. [^ff^^^ 

Miss. What I Mr. Neverout, cBa*t you speak with- 
out a spoon ? 

Ld. Sparkish, [to Latfy Smart.'] Has your ladyship 
seen the duchess since your falling out ? 

Latfy. Smart. Never, my lord^ but once at a visit; 
and she look'd at me as the devil h)ok'd over Idncolo. 

Neverout: Pray, miss, take a pinch of my snuff. 

Miss. What I you break my head, and give me a 
plaster ; well, with all my heart ; once, and not use ih 
t Neverout. Well, miss ; if you wanted me and yoin: 
victuals, you'd want your two best friends. 

CoL lt0 Neverout.] Ton)}, miss and you must kiss and 
be friends. 

Neverout saiuies Miss* 

Miss. Any thing for a quiet life : my nose itch'd, and 
1 knew I should drink wine, or kiss a fool. 

Co/. Well, Tom, If that ben't fair, hang fair. 

Neverout I never said a rude thing to a lady in my 
Hfe. 

Miss. Here's a pin for that lie; I^m sure Hats had 
seed have good memcnries. Pray, colonel, was not he 
very uncivil to me but just now ? 

Lath/ Ansfv, Mr. STeverout, if Miss will be am^ (s^fi: 
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notbing, take my coumel, aod bid her turn the buckle 
of her girdle behind her. 

NpKrmiL Come, Ladj Anawerall, I know better 
Mofn^; mm atid I are good frieoda; douH put tricks 
upou travetlen. 

Col, Tom, oot a word of the puddeo» I bc^ you. 

LoAf Smart Ah, colone) ! you'll neter be good, nor 
then neither. 

Ld. Sparldsh. Which of the goods d'ye mean ? good 
for something, or good for nothing ? 

Mis9. I have a blister on my tongue; yet I dont re- 
member I told a lie. 

La^ Ansn, I thought you di<l just now. 

Ld, Sparkish, Pray, madam, what did thought do I 

LoAf Aruw. Weil, for my life, I cannot cooceiTe 
irhat your lordsl»ip means. 

Ld. Sparkish. Indeed, madam, I meant no barm. 

Lcufy SnHurt. No, to be sure, my lord ! you are as in- 
nocent as a devil of two years old. 

Ncveraut. Madam, they say, ill doers are HI deemers ; 
but I dou't apply it to your ladyship. 

Miss mending a holein her hue. 

Miss. Well, you see, I'm mending; I hope I shall 
be good in time ; look, Lady Auswerall, is it not well 
mended ? 

Lady Ansn. ky^ this is something like a tansy. 

NeverouL Faith, misa^ you have mended, as a tinker 

oepds a kettle ; stop one bole, and make two. 

Lady SmarL Fray, colone), are you not very much 
tann'd. 

QfL Yes, madam; but a cup of Christmas ale viU 
' soon wash it off. 

Ld, ^MTkisk. Lady Smart, does not your ladys^ 
ibiok Mn. fade ia mig\\\i\y %\W^ viwj^ Vtsi tair- 
riage ? ^ 
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Ladif Ansn. Wb^, my lord, sbe was hajidsaine in her 
time ; but she caonot eat her cake aad have her cake: 
I hear she's gi'own a mere otomy. 

JLmA^ Smart. Poor creatiure 1 the black ox has s6t his 
foot upon her ahready. 

Mm. Ay ; she has quite lost the blue on the plum* 

Latfy Smart And yet, they say, her husband ia Tery 
fond of her still. 

Latfy Answ. O, madam, if she would eat gold, he 
voulri give it her. 

Neveraut, [to La^ Smart] Madavi, have you beard 
that Lady Queasy was lately at the playhouse mcogf 

JLady Smart. What ! Lady Queasy of all iromen in 
the world ! Do you say it upon rep ? 

NeverauL Foz, I saw her with my own eyes; she set 
ftmong the mob in the gallery; her own ugly phiz: and 
she saw me look at her. 

Col. Her ladyship was plaguily bamb'd; I warrant 
it put her into the hips. 

Neveront, I smoked her huge nose, and) egad, she put 
ne in mind of the woodcock, that strives to hide hii 
lou^ bill, and tlien thinks nobody sees hire. 

Col. Tom, I advise yoa, hold your toi^ue ; for you'll 
■ever say so good a thing again. 

JLaeh^ Smart. Miss, what are you looking lor ? 

Miss. O, madam, I have lost the finest needle-^ 

Ladi/ Answ. Why, seek till you find it, and then you 
won't lose your labour. 

Nevcrout The loop of my hat is broke ; how shall I 
mend it ? [he fasUns it vnth a jitii.] Well, hang him, 
say I, that has no shift. 

Miss. Ay, and hang fain that has one too many. 

Neveraut. O, miss, I have heard a sad story of yen. 

Miss. I defy you, Mr. JCererait; nobody oaa wsj^ 
Uaek's my ^a 
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NivirmiL I Mieve, you wish they could. 

Miss. Well ; but who was your author ? Come, tell 
truth, and shame the devil* 

Neverout Come then, misB; guess who it was Uiat 
told me ; come, put on your considering cap*. 

Miss. Well, who was it P 

NetfenmL Why, one that Ufcs within a mile of an 
oak. 

Mss^ Well, go hang yourself in your own garten, 
for I'm sure the gallows groans for you. 
. Ncvsnmt Pretty niss! I was but in jest. 

Miss, Well, but don't let that stick in your gizzard; 

CoL My lord, does your lordship know Mrs. Talk- 
all P 

Ld. Sparkish. Only by sight; but I hear she has a 
great deal of wit; and e^d, as the saying is, mettle ts 
the back. 

I^a(fy Sfnart. So I hear. . 

CoL Why Dick Lubber said to her t'other daj, 
Madam, you can't cry bo io a goose : yes» but I can, 
said she ; and, egad, cry'd bo full in his face. We 
all thought we should break our hearts with laughing. 

Ld. Sparkish. That was cutting with a vengeance : 
And prithee how did the fool look ? 

CoL Look ! egad, he lodk'd for all th^ world like an 
owl in an ivy bush. 

A child comes in screanmng. 

Miss. Well, if that chUc^ was mine, I'd whip tt tHl 
the blood came ^ peace^ you little visen ! if I were near 
you, I would not be far from you. 

LaA/ Smart. Ay, ay I bachelors' wivea and maids' 
children are finely tutor'd. 

iMify Answ. Come to me, mastery and I'll give ym 
A sugar plum. Why, miaa, you ior^^\.\]l\«l e^^ec yoiUn» 
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a child yourself. [She gives the child a Irnnp rf sugari\ 
I have heard 'em say, bofs will long. 

CoL My lord, I suppose you know that Mr. Buzzard 
has married again. ' 

Ladif Smart, This is his fourth wife; then he has 
l^n shod round. 

Col. Why, you must know, she had a month^s mind 
to Dick Frontless, and thought to run away with him!: 
but her parents forced her to take the otd fellow for a 
good settlement. 

jL^.' Sparkish. So the man got his mare again. 

Latfy Smart, I'm told he said a very good thing ta 
Dkk; said he^ You think us old fellows are fools f but 
we old fellows know young fellows are foob. 

Col. I know nothing of that; but I know, he's devIK 
kh old, and ^e's yery young. 

Ladi/ Jinsw. Why, they call that a match of the. 
world's making. 

J^8. What if he had been young, and she old T 

Nevcraut. Why, miss, that would have been a matcb 
of the devil's making; but when both are young, that*8 
a match of God's making. 

Miss searching her pockets for a thimble^ Mngs out a 

nutmegi. 

JSTeverouL O, miss, have a care ; for if you carry a 
nutmeg in your pocket, you'll certainly be married to an 
old man. 

Miss. Well, if I ever be married, it shall be to an old 
nan; they always make the best husbands; and it k^ 
better to be an old man's darling, than a young man^ 
warling. 

•JSTeverout. Faith^ missj if you speak as you think, 111 
give you my mother for a maid* 
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Lady Smart rings the ML 

FoUman crnnes in. 

ZoAf Smui, Harkee, you fellow ; mo to mj Lady 
Match, and flesire she will remember to be here at bu, 
to play at quadrille : d'ye hear, if you fall by the way, 
dod^t stay to get up agaio. 

Footman. Madam, I donH know the house. 

Lady Smart, That's not for want of ignorance ; fol- 
low your uose : go, inquire among the servants. 

Footman goes out, and leaves the door open. 

Lady Smart* Here, come back, you fellow ; why did 
you leave the door open ? Remember, that a good ser- 
vant must always come when he's call'd, do what he's 
bid, and shut the door after him. 

The Footman goes out again^ and falls down dairs. 

Lady Answ. Neck or nothing; come down, or I'll 
fetch you down : well, but I hope the poor fellow has 
not savM the hangman a labour. 

Neverout. Pray, madam, smoke miss yonder, biting 
her lips, and playiog with her fan. 

Miss. Who's that takes my name in vain ? 

She rtms up to them and falls down. 

Lady Smart. What, more falling ! do you intend the 
frelick should go round ? 

La^ Anam. Why, miss, I wish you may not have 
broke her ladyship's floor. 

J^everoiul. Miss, come to me, and I'll take you up. 
Ld. Sparkish. Well, but, without a jest, I hope, 
miss, you arc not hurt. 
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Col. Nay, she must be hurt for certain ; for you see 
her head is all of a lump. 

Miss. Well, remember this, colonel, when I have mo* 
oey, and you have none. 

Lady Smart. But, colonel, when do you design to get 
a house, and a wife, and a fire to put her in ? 

JMiss. Lord ! who would be married to a soktier, and 
carry his knapsack ? 

JVeveraut O, madam : Mars and Yenus, you know. 

CoL Egad, madam, I'd marry to-morrow, if I 
thought I could bury my wife just when the honey- 
moon 13 over ; but, they say, a woman has as many lives 
as a cat. 

Lady Ah'w. I find, the colonel tliinks a dead wife 
under the table is tlie best goodd in a man's house. 

Lady Smart. O but, colonel, if you had a good wife, 
it would break your lieart to part with her. 

Cd. Yes, madam ; for they say, he that has lost his 
wife and sixj ence, has lost a tester. 

Lady Smart. But, colonel, they say, that every mar- 
ried man should believe there's but oue good wife In the 
world, and that's his own. 

' CoL For all that, I doubt, a good wife must be be- 
spoke ; for there's none ready made. 

Miss. I suppose, the gentleman's a womanhater ; but, 
Sir, I think you ought to remember, that ytu had a mo- 
ther : and pray, if it had not been for a woman, where 
would you have been, colonel ? 

Col. liay, miss, you cried whore first, when you 
talk'd of the knapsack. 

Lady Answ. But I hope you won't blame the whole 
sex, because some are bad. 

' ^everout* And they say, he that hates womau, suckM 
a sow. 
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CoL O, madam ; there's no general rule vithovl an 
exception. 

Lady SmarL Then, why don't you marry and set- 
tle? 

CU. Egad, madam, there's nothing will settle roe bat 
a bullet. 

Ld. SparkisJu Well, colonel, there's -one comfort, that 
you need not fear a cannon bullet. 

CoL Why so, ray lord ? 

Ld, Sparkisk. Because they say, he was curs'd id 
bis mother's belly that was kill'd by a cailnon bullet. 

Mi9s» I suppose, the colonel was cross'd in his first 
love, which makes him so severe on all the sex. 

Lady ^nsw. Yes ; and I'll hold a hundred to one, 
that the colonel has been over head and ears iu love with 
some lady that has made his heart ake. 

Cd. O, madam, we soldiers are admirers of all the 
fair sex. 

Miss. I wish I could see the colonel in love till he 
was ready to die. 

J^j/ SnutrL Ay ; but I doubt, few people die for 
love in these days. 

J^^euerout. Well, I confess, I differ from the colonel; 
for I hope to have a rich and a handsome wife yet be* 
fore I die. 

CoL Ay, Tom; live, horse, and thou shall have 
grass. 

Miss. Well, colonel ; but, whatever you say against 
women, they are better creatiu*es than men ; for men 
were made of day, but woman was made of man. 

Col. Miss, you may say what jou please ; but, faiths 
you'll never lead apes in Hell. 

JVeverout I^o, no ; I'll be sworn miss has not an inch 
of DUD^a flesh about her. 

Jkffss. I undersVumble you, |/&tvWemt¥v. 
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J^ewrout. Madam, your huinblecumdumble. 

L(L Sparkish. Pray, miss, when did yoU see your 
old acquaintance Mrs* Cloudy ? you and she are two, I 
hear. 

Miss. See her ! marry, I donH care whether I erer 
see her again ! God bless my eyesight. 

Ladif jinsw. Lord ! why she and you were as great 
as two inkleweavers. I've seen her hug you as the 
devil hugg'd the witch. 

Miss, That's true ; but I'm told for certain, she's uo 
better than she should' be. 

Lcuhf Smart Well, God mend us all ; but you must 
allow, the world is very censorious; I never heard that 
she was a naughty pack. 

Col. [to Neverout.] Come, Sir Thomas, when the king 
pleases, when do you intend to mareh ? 

Ld. Sparkish. Have patience. Tom, is your friend 
Ned Rattle married ? 

Neverotit. Yes, faith, my lord ; he has tied a knot 
with his tongue, that he can never untie with his. teeth. 

Lcuh/ Smart. Ah ! marry in haste, and repent at 
leisure. 

Lady .4nsn>. Has he got a good fortune with hb lady ? 
for they say, something has some savour, but nothing has 
no flavour. 

J/everout. Faith, madam, all he gets by her he may 
put iato his eye and see never the worse. 

Miss> Then, I believe, he heartil7 wishes her in 
Abraham's bosom. 

Col. Fray, my lord, how does Charles Limber and 
his fine wife agree ? 

Lord ^parldsh. Why, they say, he's the greatest 
cuckold in town. 

J^everaut. O, but my lord, you should «lHi%:y& ^iLtie^ 
wf Lord Mayor. 
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Miss. Mr. NeTeroat ! 

Mveraut. Hay, madam, did you call me ? 

Miss. Hay ! why bay is for horses. 

Neveraut. Why, miss, then you may kiss — 

CoL Pray, my lord, what's o'clock by your ortcfe ? 

Ld. Sparkish. Faith, I can't tell, I thick my watck 
ruoB upon wheels. 

JVhvnml. Miss, pray be so kind to call a servant to 
bring me a glass of small beer : I know you are at 
home here. 

Miss. Every fool can do as they're bid : make a pap 
of your own age, and do it yourself. 

Neverm^. Choose, proud fool ; I did but ask yoo. 

Mt«« pui% her hand upon her knee. 

JVeverout What, miss, are you thinking of yoiir 
sweetheart ? is your garter slipping down ? 

Mia8. Pray, Mr. Neverout, keep your breath to cool 
your porridge ; you measure my corn by your busheL 

^everoHt. Indeed, miss, you lie — 

iM$««. Did you ever hear any thing socmk ! 

Neveraut. I mean you lie — under a mistake. . 
. 3^9. If a thousand lies could choke you» you would 
have been choked many a day ago. 

Misa strives to enatck Mr. Neoeroufs snuff'-hox* 

Neverout, Madam, you missed that, as you mias'd 
your mother's blessing. 

She tries agam^ and misses. 

Mverout. Snap short makes you look so lean, ranSi 
J^ss. Poh ! you are so robustious, you had like te 

put out my eye ; I assure you, if you blind me, you 

anut lead me., 
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I^ady Smart, Dear miss, be quiet ; and bring me a 
pincushioo out of that closet. 

Miss opens the closet-door and squalls. 

Lady Smart. Lord bless the girl ! what's the matter 
fiow ? 

Miss. I vow, madam, I saw something ia black ; I 
thought it was a spirit. 

Col. Why, miss, did you ever see a spirit ? 
,Miss. Ko, sir ; I thank God I never saw any tiling 
worse than myself. 

Neverout. Well, I did a very foolish thing yesterday, 
and was a great puppy for my pains. 

Mtss. Very likely ; for they say, many a true word's 
spoke in jest. 

Footmau returns. 

Lady Smart. Well, did you deliver your message ? 
you are fit to be sent for sorrow, you stay so long by 
the way. » 

Footman, Madam, my lady was not at home, so I did 
not leave the message. 

Lady Smart. This it is to send a fool of an errand. 

Ld. Spdrkish. [looking at his watch"] 'Tis past twelve 
o'clock. 

Lady Smart. Well, what is that among all us ? 

Ld. Sparkish. Madam, I must take my leave : come, 
gentlemen, are you for a march ? 

Lady Smart. Well, but your lordship and the colonel 
will dine with us to-day ; and, Mr. Neverout, I hope; 
we shall have your good company : there will be no 
soul else, beside my own lord and these ladies ; for every 
body knows I hate a crowd ; I would rather want vittles 
than elbow room : we dine punctually at three. 

rOL. XXIT. t 
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Ld. Sparkkh. iVJadani, we'll be sure to atteud ybiur 
ladjship. 

CoL Madam, my stomach serves Die instead of a 
clock. 

AnoOur Footman comts bacA\ 

Lady Smart O ! you are the t'other fellow I sent : 
ucU, liave jou been with my lady Club ? you are good 
(0 scud of a dead raaD^s erraod. 

Footman. Madam, my Lady Club begs jour fe^dj- 
ship's pardon ; but she is engaged to-night. 

3/i««. Wen, Mr. Nevcrout, here's the back of m^ 
hand to you. 

JVeverout Miss, I fiod you will have the last wor4 
Ladies, I am more yours than my 6wu. 



V 
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lord smart and tbs former company at t»b£fi 
o'clock cx>mihg to dine. 

After 9ahUatioM. 

LoriS Smart. I'm sorry I was not at home this m<NrD'> 
ing, when you all did us (he honour to call here : but I 
went to the levee to-day. 

Ld, SparkiaK O ! my lord { I'm sure the loss was 
ours. 

Lady Smart, Gentlemen and ladies, you mre come to 
li sad dirty house $ I am serry for it, but we have bad 
our hands in mortar. 
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i^d, SparkUh, O ! madam ; y^ur ladyship is pleased 
to say so ; but I never saw anj fhiog so clean aud so 
line ; I profess, it is a perfect paradise. 

Lady Smart. My lord, your lord^ip is always very 
x)bliging. 

Zd, Sparkish. Pray, madain, ixhoae picUire is that ? 

Lady Smart, Why, my loid, it was drawD for me. 

Ld, Sparkish. I'll swear the paiiHei* did sot flattei- 
your ladyship. 

CoL My lord, the day is finely cleared up . 

Ld. Smart. Ay, colonel ; 'tis a pity that fair weathei- 
should ever do any harm. [To Nevenmt.] Why, Tom, 
you are high in the mode. 

NevermU. My lord, it is better to be out of the worM 
than out of the fashion. 

Ld. Smart. But, Totd, I -hear you and rmn are al- 
ways quarrelling : I fear, it is your fault ; for I can as- 
sure you, she is very good humour'd. 

Neverout, Ay, my, lord^ so is the devil when he's 
pleas'd. 

Ld. Smart. Miss, what dd you think of my fiieiul 
Tom ? 

Miss. My lord, I think he^s not the wisest man in 
the world ; and truly, he's sometimes very rude. 

Ld. Sparkish. That may be true; but yet, he that 
bangs Tom for a fool, may find « Jcoave in tbe lialtei*^ 

Miss. Well, however, I wish be were hanged, if it 
were only to try. 

Neverout Weil, miss, if I must be haog'd, I won't gor 
far to choose my gallons ; it sliali be about your fair 

iieck. 

Miss. Ill see your nose cheese first, and the dogs 
eating it : but, my lord, Mr. Neverout's wit begins to 
run low ; for, I vow, he said tliis before ; pray^ colc^wi^^ 
^ive him a pinch, and I'll do as mucVi fox l^wt* 



\ 
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Ld. Sparki9h. My Lady Smart, your ladyship has » 
very fioe scarf. 

l>adi/ Smart. Yes, my lord ; it will make a flamiog 
figure io a couotry church. . 

Fooiman comes in, 

Fooiman, Madam, dinner's upon the table. 

CoL Faitli, I am glad of it ; my belly began to cry 
tupboard. 

J^evercut, I wish I may never hear worse news. 

Mm. What ! Mr. Neverout, you are in great haste; 
I believe your belly thinks your throat is cut. 

Neverout. No, faith, miss ; three meals a day, and a 
good supper ^t night, will serve my turn. 

Miaa. To say the truth, I'm hungry. 

Neverout. And I'm angry ; so let us l>oth go fight. 

They go in to dinner, and, after the usual compUmenis^ 

take their aeala.^ 

Lady Smari^ Ladies and gentlemen, will you eat any 
oysters before dinner ? 

Col. With all my heart, [takes an oyster.^ He was 
a bold man that first eat an oyster. 

Lady Smart. They say, oysters are a cruel meat, be- 
cause we eat them alive : then they are an uncharitable 
meat, for we leave nothing to the poor ; and they are 
an ungodly meat, because we never say grace. 

Neverout. Faith, that's as well said as if I bad said it 
myself. 

Lady Smart. WeW, we are well set if we be but as 
well serv'd : come, colonel, handle your arms ; shall I 
help you to some beef ? 

Col. If your ladyship please ; and, pray, don't cut 
like a mother-in-law, but send me a large slice : for J 
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love to lay a good foundation. I vow, His a^uoble 
siiioin. y • 

Neveraut. Ay ; here's cut and corae again. 

Miss. But pray, why is it call'd a sirloin ? 

Ld, Smart. Why, you must know, that our Kiug 
James the first, who lov'd good eating, being invited to 
dinner by one of his nobles, aikl seeing a large loin of 
beef at his table, he drew out his sword, and^ in a 
frolick knighted it. Few people know the -secret Of 
this. -> . 

Ld. Sparkiah. Beef is man's meat, my lord. 

Ld. Smart. But, my lord, I say, beef is the king of 
meat. 

I^s, fray, what have I done, that I must not have 
a plate ? 

Lady Smart, [to Lady ./insw.] What will your lady- 
ship please to eat ? . . 

Lady Ansrv. Pray, madam, help yourself. 

Col, They say, eating and, scratching wants but a be^ 
ginning : if you'll give me leave, I'll help myself to a 
slice of this shoulder of veal. 

Lady Smart. Colonel, you can't do a kinder thing : 
well, you are all heartily welcome, as I may say. 

CoL They say there are thirty-and-two good bits 
in a shoulder of veal. 

Lady Smaii. Ay, colonel ; thirty bad bits and two 
good ones; you see I understand you; but I hopfi you 
have got one of the two good ones. 

JVevermtt. Colonel, I'll be of your megs. . 

Col. Then pray, Tom, carve for youi-self ; they say, 
two hands in a dish, and one in a purse : Hah' ! said I 
well, Tom ? 

J^everout. Colonel, you spoke like an oracle. 

Miss, \to Lady AnsKV^ Madam, will your ladyskv^ 
lielp me to some fish. 
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IdL Smari. [to AevarmtL'} Tom, they saj fish should: 
fWim thrice. 

MpenmL How Is that, 1117 lord ? 

Li Smart. Yfhjy Tom, first it shoald swhn in tlm 
tea (do yon mind me ?) then it should swim in hutter; 
mod at last, rirrah, it shoald swim io good claret I 
iMok I haye made it out 

Footman, \to Ld. Smart.] My lord, % Joho Lii^ 
Iscomhigap. 

Ld. Smart. God so t I iorlted him. to diue witii-ine 
Uyddjy and foifot it : well, desure him to walk io* 

^fV Jokn Linger comes in. 

Sir John. What I arc you at it ? why, then, I'll be 
gone, 

Lady Smart. Sir Joho, I beg you will sit dowo; 
come, the more the merrier. 

Sir John, Ay; but the fewer the better cheer. 

Lddif Smart Well, I am the worst io the world at 
BntkiQ^ apologies; it was my lord's fault ; I doubt yott 
must Idss the hade's foot. 

Sir John. T see you are fast by the teeth. 

Col. Faith, Sir John, we are kiHmg that that would 
kill us. 

Ld, Sparkish. You see, ^ir John, we are upon a bu* 
siness of life and death; come, will you do as we do? 
you are come io puddiog time. 

Sir John. Ay ; this would be doing if I were dead^ 

■ 

What ! y6u keep court hours I see : I'll be going, and 
get a bi( of meat at my inn. 
La^ Sfnart. Why, we won't eat you. Sir John. 
Sir John. It is my owq fault; but I was kept by a 
fellow, who bought some Derbyshire oxen of ipe. 
Neverout. You see^ Six Johu^ we staid, for you, a^ 
one horse does for auotViet. 
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lj»fy SWiarL Mj lota, will you help Sir John to some 
beef? Lady Auswerallj pray eat, you see your dinoer : 
I am sure, if we had^koown we should have such good 
company, we should have been better provided ; but 
you must take the will for the deed* Vm afraid you are 
ipvited to your loss. 

CoL And pray, Sir John, how do you like the town ? 
you have been absent a long time. 

Sir John. Why, I find little London stands just 
where it did when I left it last* 

Neverout, What do you think of Hanover square? 
Why, Sir John, Z^ndon is gone out of town since you 
saw it. 

Loify Smart. Sir J(^o, I can only say^ you are 
heartily welcooae ; and I wish I had something better for 
you. 

CoL Here's no salt ; cuckolds will run away widi (he 
meat. 

Ld. Smart Pray edge a little, to mak^ more room^ 
for Sir John: Sir Jc^n fall to: you know, half aa 
hour is soon lost at dinner. 

Sir John, I protest I cauH eat a bit, for I took share 
of a beefeteak and two mugs of ale with my chapman, 
beside a tankard of March beer, as soon as I got out of 
my bed. 

iMtfy Jinsw. 19'ot fresh and fasting, I hope ? 

^V John. Yes, faith, madam; I always wasb my ket- 
tle before I put the meat in it. 

iMdy Smart, Poh ! Sir John, you have seen nice 
houses since you eat last : come, you have kept a corner 
of your stomach for a piece of venison pasty. 

Sir John. Wellj I'll try what I can do when itcome9^ 
up. 

Jbath/ Answ. Come, Sir JobQ> "jou mvj^ %^ \%^:^&ftKcv 
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Mhs. [to Mveroui.] Pray, Mr. Neveront, will you 
please to send me a piece of tongue ? 

Nevermti. By no means, madam ; one tongae*s 
enough for a woman* 

Col. Miss, here's a^ongue that neyer told a lie. 

Mm. That was, because it could not speak. Why, 
colonel, I never told a lie in my life. 

Neverout. I appeal to all the company, whether that 
be not the greatest lie that ever was told ? 

Co/. \to J^evermit'] Prithee, Tom, send me the two 
legs, and rump, and liver of thai pigeon ; for» you must 
know, I love what nobody else loves. 

Neverout. But what if any of the ladies should 
long? Well, here take it, and the d — 1 do you goo4 
with it. 

Lady Anin, Well; this eating and drinking takes 
away a body's stomach. 

Neverout I am sure I have lost mine. 

Miss. What t the bottom of it, I suppose. 

Neverout. JN'o, really, miss ; I have quite lost it. 

Miss, I should be very sorry a poor body had found 

it 

Lady Smart. But, Sir John, we hear you are married 
dnce we saw you last : what ! you have stolen a wed- 
ding, it seems ? 

Sir John. Well , one can't do a foolish thing once 
in one's life, but one must hear of it a hundred times. 

Col. And, pray. Sir John, how does your lady un-. 

known ? 

« 

Sir John. My wife's well, colonel, and at your service 
ID a civil way. .Ha, ha. [He laughs. 

Miss. Pray, Sir John, is your lady tall or short ? 

Sir John. Why, miss, I thank God, she is a little 
evil. 
M. SparMsh. Come, g^Ve tue ^ ^^a&^l ^«t<iV- 
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V Fwftman fills him a buinper, 

LiL Sparkish. Why do you fill so much ? 

Neverou . My lord, he tills as he loves^you. • 

La^ SinarL Miss, shall I send you some cucum*^ 
ber ? 

Miss. Madam, I dare not touch it : for they say cu- 
cumbers are cold iuthe ihird degree* 

Lady Smart, Mr. Neverout, do you love pud. 
diug ? 

JVtverouL Madam, I'm like all fools, I love every 
thhig that is good; but the proof of the puddiog is io 
the eatiug. 

Cd. Sir Joho, I hear you are a great walker, when 
you are at home. 

Sir John. No, faith, colonel: I always love to walk 
with a horse in my band: but I have had devilish bad 
luck in horse flesh of late. 

Ld. Stnart. Why then, Sir John, you must kiss a 
parson's wife. 

Lcufy Smart. They say, Sir John, that your lady has 
a great deal of wit. 

Sir John. Madam, she can make a pudding ; and has 
just wit enough to know her husband's breeches from 
another roan's. 

Jjd. Smart. My Lord Sparkish, 7 have some excel- 
lent cider ; will you please to taste it ? 

Ld. Sparkish. My lord, I should like it well enough, 
if it were not treacherous. \^ 

Ld. Smart. Pray, my lord, how is it treacherous ? 

Ld. Sparkish. Because it smiles in my face, and cu(» 
my throat. [Here a loud laugh* 

Miss. Odd-so ! mad^ni ; your knives are Very sharpy 
for I have cut my finger. 
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Xoiy Smart. I am sorry for it ; prfty, which finger ? 
(God bless the mark ^) 

Mm. Why, this fiflgcr : no^ 'tis this :- 1 ¥ow I cant 
find which it i^ 

ASnvrpitf. Ay ; the fax had a wouod, aad he eoald 
Bpt tell where, &c. Bring some water to throw i& hw 
face. 

JMiss. Pray,. Mr. I^^everoiiit, did you ever, draw ^ 
sword ia anger ? I warranti yoa wowld fidnt at the si^^ 
of your own blood. 

-Loify Smart. Mr. Neverout, shall I send you some 
veal ? 

JVeveraut. No^ madam ; I doo't love it. 

Miss. Then pray for. them that do. I desire your 
ladyship will send me a bit. 

I4d. Smart. Tom, my service to you. 

NeverwO. My lord, thb movent I- did myself the 
honour to drink to your lordship. 

Ld. Smart. Why then that's Hertfordshire kindneas.. 

NtverauU Faiih, my loni, I pledged myself ; Cm: I 
drank twice together without thinking. 

Ld. Sparkuh. Why theo^^colonel, my hitaWe service. 
Id you. 

JWmriPiil. Pray, my lord, don\make & bridge of my^ 
ooae. 

L4. SparkisK. Well, ft. glass^ of thai wioe ia as conh. 
fbrtable as matrimony to an old woman. 

Od. Sir John, I dedgn one of these dayato come and 
heat up youf quarterswin Derbyshire. 

Sir John. Faiths colonel, come and welcome: and 
stay away,, and heartily welcome.: but you were born 
witliin the sound of Bow. bell, and don't care to stir so. 
ftr from London. 

Miss. l^TBYi colonel, send ma some fnttera. 



UrALOGUE IL 331 

Colonel tildes them out mth his hand. 

CoL HerC) miss; they say fingers were made before 
ftrks, aod hands before knives. . 

Lady Smart. Methioks this pudding is too mudi 
boiFd. 

JLa^ Ansrv. O ! madam^ they say a pudding is poi-^ 
son when it is too much boilM. f 

Ntveraut. Miss,, shall I help you to a pig$on ? bere^«^ 
a pigeon so finely roasted, it cries, Come eat mc. 

Miss. No, sir ; I thank you. 

Neveroui. Why, then you may choose^ 

JMiss. I have chosen already. 

JV>v€roirf. Wen, you may be worse cifi^r*d|» before yoiL 
are twice .married. 

The Colonel filis a large plate of soup. 

Ld. Smai4. Why, colonel, you don't mean to eat ail: 
that soup. 

Cd. O, my lord, thisifrmy nds dish ; when I'm well5. 
I'll have a bigger. 

Miss, [to Col] Sup, Simon ;. very good broth. 

Neveraut. This seems to be a good piiliet. 

Miss. I warrant, Mr. Neyerout knowi^ whai?8 goodd 
for himselfi 

Ld. Sparkish. Tom, 1 9haoH take your word for it ;;^ 
help me to a wing,. 

Neverout tries to cuifff a wing. 

Jf^everoviL Egad, I can't hit the joint. 

Ld. Sparkiah. Why tlien, think of a cuckold. 

JVeveroiit. O ! now I have uick'd it. 

[Gives it to Lord J^rldsk... 
Ld. Sparkish: Why, a man may eat this^ ^though hjir 
wife lay a dying. 

B. a. 
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Cok Praj, friend, give me a glass of small beer, M^ 
be good. 

Ld. Smart. Why, colonel, they say, there is no such 
tbiHg as good small beer, good browu bread, or a good 
old woman. 

Ladii^ Smart, [to Lady Answ.'] Madam, I beg your 
ladyship's pardon ; I did not see you wben I was cut** 
ting that bit. 

Lady Jnsrv, O ! madam ; after you is good man- 
oers. 

LaA^ Sjnart. Lord ! here's a hair in the sauce. 

JaL Sparkish. Then set the hounds after it. 

NeverouU Pray, colonel, help me however to some of 
that same sauce. 

Cd. Come, I think you are more sauce than pig. 

Ld. Smart. Sir John, cheer up : my service to you t 
well, what do you think of the irorld to come ? 

Sir John. Truly, my lord, I think of it as little as I 
can. 

Lady Smart, [putting a skewer an a piaie.'] Here, 
take this skewer, and carry it down to the cook, to dress 
it for her own dinner. 

JSfcvcraut. I beg your ladystiip's pardon; but this 
small beer is dead. 

Lady Smart. Why, then, let it be buried. 

Col. This is admirable black pudding : miss, shall I 
carve you some ? I can just carVe pudding, and that's 
all ; I am the worst carver in the world ; I should never 
make a good chaplain. 

Miss. No, thank ye, colonel ; for they say those that 
eat black pudding will dream of tlie devil. 

Lady Smart. O, here comes the venison pasty : here, 
take the soup away. 

Ld. Smart. [He ciii$ it t/p, and tastes ths v^mam-] 
^buds, this renison is msxsVy. 
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Neverout eats a piece, and it burns his mouth. 

Ld, Smart, What's the matter, Tom? you have tean» 
in your eyes, I think : what dost cry for, raan ? 

Meverout My lord, I was just ttiinking of my poor 
grandmother ! she died just this very day seven years. 

Miss takes a bit and bums her mautii,. 

M'evermd, And pray, miss, why do you cry too ? 

Miss. Because you were not hang'd the day your 
gratid mother died. 

I^d. Smart. I'd have given forty pounds, miss, to have 
said that. 

Col, Egad, I think the more I eat, the hungrier I am^ 

Ld. Sparkish. Why, colonel, they say, one shoulder 
oi mutton drives down another. 

J^leverout Egad, if I were to fast. for my life, I wouM 
take a good breakfest iu the morning, a good dinner at 
noon, and a good supper at night. 

I'd. Sparkish. My lord, this venison is plaguily pep- 
pered ; your cook has a heavy hand. 

Ld. Smart. My lord, I hope you are pepper-proof : 
come, here's a health to the founders. 

Ladi/ Smart. Ay ; and to the confounders too. 

Ld. Sjnart. Lady Answerali, does not your ladyship 
love venison ? 

Lady Answ. No, my lord, I cauH endure it io my 
sight ; therefore please to send me a good piece of meat 
and crust. 

Ld, Sparkish. [drinks to Neverout.] Come, Tom ; not 
always to my friends, but once to you. 

Neverout. [drinks to Laeb/ Smart.] Come, madam ; 
here's a health to our friends, and hang the rest of out 
kin. 
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LoAf Smari. [to Ltufy Jhsw.'] Madam, ^[will yowr 
hdjrflhip have aoj of tbis hare ? 

Latfy Ajuw. NOf madam'; thef say, '^melancholj^ 
meat. ' 

Lenlfy Sknart Theii> madam, shall I send you the 
Imios? I beg; joiiT ladyship's pardon f for they say, 'tis^ 
Dot good maDoers to offer brains. 

La^ Antw. No, madam; fot periiapa kwilLmakft 
me haiibraiD'd* 

NenerwiU Miss, I must tell you one thing* 

MisB. [mth a glass in her hand:'] Hold your toogue,- 
Hr. Neverout; don't speak in my tip. 

Col, Well, he was an ingenious roan that fint CMUid 
out eating and drinking. 

hi. Sparkisb. Of all vittles drink digests the qaicb 
est : give me a glass of wine. 

JiesermA^ My^ord, your wine ir too strong. 

Ld, Smart. Ay, Tom, as much as you Ve too good. 

Miss. This almond puddiqg was^pure good ;. but it 
irgrown quite cold. 

JVeveraut, So much the better, miss, edd {Uiditing vflL 
aettle your love. 

Miss. Pray, Mr. Neverout, are you going to tite a 
Toyage ? 

Mvsrma. Why do youask, miss ? 

Miss. Because you have laid in so much beef. 

Sir John. You two have eat up the whole pudding, 
betvi-een you. 

Mss. Sir John^ here's^ a little bit left ; will you please 
to have it ? 

Sir John. No, thankee; I donH love to nrake a fool! 
of my mouth. 

CoL [paUmg to the bntl^r*']' Jofin, is your small beec 
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Bnikr. Aa please joufihoooor, nqr lord aod ^^y 
like it; I think it is good. 

C<A. Why then, Joho, d'ye see^ if yoa «re sure your 
small beer is good, d!ye mark ?. then, give me a glass of 
vine. [4H Umghr- 

C^ond tasting tkit mne. 

Ld. SmarL Sir 7dio, how does your nelghbottr 6a- 
therall of the Peak ? I bear: he has lately made a pus- 
diase. 

Sir John^ O t IMck Getherall knows how to butten 
his bread as well as any man in Derbyshire. 

IdL Smart, Why he used to go very fine, when he- 
was here in town. 

Sir Jokn^ Ay ;^ and, it became him^ as a saddle be* 
comes a sow. 

Col, I know bis lady, and I think she is-a very good" 
woDi^an. 

JStt John. Faith, idie has more goodness in her little- 
finger than he has in his whole body. 

Ld. Smart. Wei], colonel, bow do you 13^e that 
wine? 

Col. This wine should be eaten-; it is too good to be. 
dfunk. 

Zd. SmarU I'm very glad you like it f and pray don't 
spare it. 

Col. No, ray lord; 1*11. never starve in a cook's, 
shop. 

Ld. Smart, And psay, Sir John, what da you say io^ 
my wine ? 

Sir John* VJ\ take another glass first : second thooghtsu 
are best. 

Ld. SparJdsh Pray, Lady Smart, you sit near Xh^ 
ham 5 will you ple^e to send me abit ? 
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Latfy Smart. With all my heart. ^She sends kkn ff 
piece.] Pray, mj lord, how do you like it ? 

Ld^ Sparkish. I thiok it is a limb of Lot's ifife. [Hr 
eais it with mustard.^ £g&d, vaj lord, your mustard is 
very udciyiI. 

Ltufy Smart. Why uncivil, my lord ? 

Ld. Sparkish. Because it takes.me by the nose, e^^ad. 

Lady Smart. Mr. Neverout, I find you are a very 
good carver. 

Col. O madam, that is do wonder; for you muit 
know, Tom JNeverout carves o'Suodays. 

J\''evcrout overturns the saltcellar. 

Lady Smart. Mr. JN"everout, you have ovcrtura'd 
the salt, and that's a sign of auger : I'm afraid miss and 
you will fall out. 

Lady Ansm. No, no; throw a little of it into the fire, 
and all will be well. 

J^'^everofut. O, madam, the falling out of lovers, you 
know. 

Miss. Lovers ! very fine t fall out with him ! I won- 
der when we were in. 

Sir John. For my part, I believe the youog gentle- 
woman is his sweetheart, tiiere's so much fooling and 
fiddling betwixt them i I'm sure, they say in our coun- 
try, that shiddle-come sh — 's the beginning of love. 

Miss. I own, I, love Mr. Neverout as the devil teves 
holy water: I love him like pie, I'd rather the devil had 
him than I. 

JSTeveraut. Miss, I'll tell you one thing. 

Miss. Come, here's t'ye, to stop your mouth. 

Nevermt. IM rather you would stop it with a kiss. 

Miss. A kiss! marry come up, my dirty cousin; are 
jou no sicker ? Lord ! I wonder what fool it was that 
^si loveDied kissing \ 
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JS/everout. Well, I'm very diy. 

Miss. Then youVe the better to bani, and the worse 

to fry. 

Ladi/ Ansrv* God bless you, colonel, you have a good 
stroke with you. i ' ; 

CoL O, madam, formerly I could eat all, but bow I 
leave nothing ; I eat but one meal a day. 

Miss. What ! I suppose, colonel, that is from morn- 
ing till night. 

JVeverout. Faith, miss ; and well was his wont 

Ld. Sntart. Pray, Lady Answerall, taste this bit of 
Tenison. 

Lack/ Ansrv. I hope your lordship will set me a good 
example. 

Ld. Smart. Here's a glass of cider fiU'd : miss, yoU 
must drink it. 

Miss. Indeed, my lord, I can't. 
. Nlevercut. Come, miss ; better belly burst, than good 
liquor be lost. 

Miss. Pish ! well in life there was never any thing 
so teasing ; I had rather shed it in my shoes : I wish it 
were in your guts, for my share. 
. Ld. Smart. Mr. Neverout, you ha'nt tasted my cider 
yet. 

J^everout. No, my lord ; I have been just eating soup ; 
and they say, if one drinks with one's porridge, one wiii 
cough in one's grave. 

Ld. Smart. Come, take miss's glass, she wish'd it was 
in your guts ; let her have her wish for once : ladies 
can't abide to have their inclinations cross'd. 

Ladt^ Sinart [to Sir John.] I think. Sir John, you 
have not tasted the venison yet. 

Sir John. I seldom eat it, madam; however, please 
to seed me a little of the crust. 
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JLd, Sparkisk. Whj, Sir Jobn, you had at good eat 
the deril as the bioth he ii bo»^d in. 

CM. Well, this eating and driukiDg takes away a bo* 
dy's stoaach, as Lady Answerall says. 

NeverauL I have dined as well as my lord mayor. 

Miss. I thought I could have eateu this wing of a 
chicken ; hut my eye's bigger than my belly. 

ImL SmutrL Indeed, Lady Answerall, you have eatea 
nothing. 

2.^41^ .dnmv. Pray, my lord, see all the bones on my 
plate : they say a carpenter's known by his chips. 

Neveraui. Miss, will you reach me that glaas of 
Jelly? 

Miss, {jgiving it to him.'] You see, 'tis but ask aad 
have. 

Nevermd. Miss, I would have a bigger ^lass. 

Miss. What? you don't know j^oor own mindf you 
are neither well, fiilt nor lasting; I think that h enough; 

Neveraut. Ay, one of the enoughs; I am sure it U 
little enough. 

Miss. Yes; but you know, sweet tilings are bad iist 
the teeth. 

NetfermO. [U Lady Answ.] Madam, I don't like tha^ 
part of the yea] you sent me* 

LaA^ Ansn. Well, Mr. Neverout, I find you are a 
true Englishman : you never know when you are well. 

CoL Well, I have made my whole dinner of i>ee£ 

Lady Anew. Why, colonel, a bellyfuU's a bellyfi^, 
if it be but of wheat straw. 

CdZ. Well, after all, kitchen physic is the best phy- 
sic. 

Lady Smart. And the best doctors in the world ai^e 
doctor diet, doctor quiet, and doctor merryman. 

Ld. SparUsh. What do you Ihiok. of a little how 
ireiiiUJ'd? 
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Sit^Jifhn. And a little knd well till'd? 

Cid. A7 ; and a little wife well will'd ? 

Neverimt, My Lady Smait^ pray help me to some of 
tbe breast of that |;eo8e. 

Zd. Smart* Tom, I. have heacd that goose upon goose 
& false heraldrv. 

Miss. What ! will you never have done stuffing ? 

Zd. Smart. This goose is quite raw : weH, God senda 
meat, bat the devil sends cooks; 

Nweroul. Miss^can you tell which is the gander, the 
white goose or the grey goose ? 

Miss. They say, a fool will ask more questions thaa 
the wisest body can austrer. 

CoL Indeed, miss, Tom Neverout has posed you. 

Miss. Why, colonel, every dog haa his day ; but I 
believe I shall never see a goose again without thinking 
of Mr. Nevecont.. 

X^d. Stnart* Well said, miss ; faith, gfrl, thoa bast 
brought thyself off cleverly. Tom, what say you to. 
that ? 

Col. Faith, Tom is ooopluss'd ; he lookn plaguily 
down in the mouth. 

Miss. Why, my lord, you see he is the provokingist 
creature in life ; I believe there is not such another ia 
the vai-sal wQrld> 

Lady Ansrv. O, miss, the world's a wide place. 

Neverout. Well, miss, I'll give you leave to call m<^ 
any thing, if you don't call me spade. 

Ld. Smart. Well, but after all» Todi> can you telLme 
what's Latin for a goose ? 

Nevermt. O, my lord, I know that; why brandy ia 
Latin for a goose, and tace is Latin for a candle; 

Miss. Is that manners, to show your learning before 
ladies ? Methinka you are grown very brisk oC «.*1R|^ 
d^n; J tbiak (he man's glad Wa «}|.v«. 
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Sir John. The devil take your wit, if this be mi ; 
for it spoils compaDy : praj, Mr. Butler, bring me a dram 
after 017 goose ; 'tis \ ery good for the vholesomes. 

LtL Smart. Come, bring me the loaf ; I sometimes 
love to cut my own bread. 

Miss. I suppose, my lord, you lay longest abed to- 
day- 

LiL Smart. Miss, if I had said so, I should have told 

a fib ; I warrant you lay abed till the cows come home : 
but, miss, shall I cut you a little crust~D0w my hand h 
in ? 

Miss, If you please, my lord, a bit of undercrust. 

Neverottt. {whispering miss.'\ I find you love to lie 
under. 

Miss, [aloud^ pushing Mm from her.] What does the 
man mean ! Sir, I don't understand you at all. 

Neverout. Come, all quarrels laid aside : here» migi^ 
Qiay you live a tliousand years. [He drinks to her.] 

Miss. Pray sir, don't stint me. 

Ld, Smart. Sir John, w ill you taste my October ? I 
think it is very good ; but I believe not equal to yours 
in Derbyshire. 

Sir John. My lord, I beg your pardon } but they say, 
the devil made askers. 

Ld. Smart. [<o the butler,] Here, bring up the great 
tankard full of October foiSir John. 
- Col. [drinkislgtomiss,] Miss^ your health; may you 
live all the days of your life. 

Ladi^ Ansrv. Well, miss, you'll certwnly be soon 
married ; here's two bachelors drinking to you at once. 

Lady Smart. Indeed, miss, I believe you were wrapt 
in your mother's smock, you are so well beloved. • 

Miss. Where's my knife? sure I han't eaten it: O, 
het^ltb. 
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sir John. No, miss; but your maidenhead haogs in 
OUT light. 

Miss, Pray, Sir Joho^ is that a Deiliyshire compH- 
lent? Here, Mr. Neverout, will you take this piece of 
ibbit that you bid nie carve for you ? 

Neverout. I don't know. 

Miss. Why, take k, or let it alooe. 

Neverout. I will. 

Miss. What will you ? 

Neverout Why, I'll take it, or let it alone. 

Miss. You are a provoking creature. 

Sir John, [talking with a glass of wine in his hand.] 

remember a farmer in our country — 

I^d. Smart, [interrupting him.'] Pray, Sir John, did 
ou ever hear of parson Palmer ? 

Sir John. No, my lord ; what of him ? 

Ld. Smart. Why, he used to preach over his liquor. ] 

Sir John. I beg your lordship's pardon," here's your 
>rdship's health ; I'd drink it up, if it were a mile to 
!ie bottom. 

Zadt^ Smart. Mr. Neverout, have you been at the 
ew play ? 

Neverout. Tes, madam, I went the first night. 

Zm^ Smart. Well, and how did it take ? 

Neverout. Why, madam, the poet is damn'd. 

Sir John. God forgive you ! that's very uncharita- 
le : you ought not to Judge so rashly of any Christian. 

Neverout. [whispers Lady Smart.'] Was ever iuch a 
lunce ? How well h^ knows the town ! See how he 
tares like a stuck pig ! Well, but, Sir John, are you ae- 
[uainted with any of our fine ladies yet ? 

Sir John. No; damn your fireships, I have a wife of 
ly own. 

Lady Smart, Pray, my Lady Answerall, how do*yoQ 
ike lliese preserved oranges ? 
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LoAf Amaw. Indeed, madam, the ooly fault I fiod ft 
that thej are too good. 

LoAf Smart, O madam; I baTelieard 'im say, tbit 
loo food Is stark naught. 

Mm Armldng part rfa gki^s rfwine. 

Nevtrvut Pray, let me drink year snuif. 

Afiss. No, indeed, you shan't drink afta me ; Tot 
you'll know my thoughts. 

NeverouL I know them already ; you are thinking of 
)A good hushand. Besides, I can tell your meaning by 
your mumping. 

Lduh^ Smart. Pray, my lord, did not yoa order tbe 
butler to bring up a tankard of our October to Sir John ? 
1 believe, they stay to brew it. 

The butler brings tip the tankard to %* Jeihk* 

Sir John. Won't your ladyship please to drink first^ 

Loify Smart. No^ Sir John ^ 'tis in a rery good hand ; 
I'll pledge you. 

CoL [to Z,d. Smart!] My lord, I love October as 
well as Sir John ; and I hope^ you won't rosdie fish of 
one, and flesh of another. 

Ld. Smart. Colonel^ you're heartily welcome. Come, 
Sir John, take it by word of mouth, and then give It 
the colonel. 

Sir John drinks, 

Ld. Smart. Well, Sii- John, how do you like it ? 

Sir John. sNot as well as my own in Derbyshire ; 'tis 
plaguy small. 

Ladif Smart, I never taste malt liquor; bat they ^y 
'tis well hopp'd. 

Sir John. Hopp'd ! why, if it had hopp'd a little fe^ 
thcr^ it would have hopp'd iixVo Ihe mer, O my lorfl, 
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vnj ale is meat) dripk, and cloth ^ it iiHi make a cat 
speak, and a wise man dumb. 

Liufy Smart, I was told ours was very strong. 

Sir John. A7, madam, strong of the water; I beHeve 
the brewer forgot the malt, or the river was too near him. 
Faith, it is mere whip-belly- vengeance : he that drinks 
most has the worst share. 

Col. I believe, Sir John, ale is as plenty as water at 
your house. 

'Sir John. Why, faith, at Christmas we have many 
vomers and goers; and they must not be sent away 
without a cup of Christmas ^ale, for fear they should 
p-^-s behind the door. 

Ltufy Smart I hear, Shr John has ttie nicest garden 
in England; they say 'to kept so clean, that you canH 
find a place where to spit. 

Sir John. O madam ; you are pleased to say so. 

Ladi^ Smart. But, Sir John your ale is terrible strong 
and heady in Derbyshire, aod will soou nake ^fae drunk 
and sick; what do you then? 

Sir John. Why, indeed, it is apt to fox title) but 
our way is, to take a hair of the same dog next morn- 
ing. I take a hew laid egg for breakfast ; and faiths 
one should drink as much after an egg as aftar an ox. 

L4. Smart. Tom Neverout, will you taste a glass of 
October ? 

Mveroid, No, faith, my lord ; I like your wine, and 
I won't put a churl upon a gentleman ; your honour's 
claret is good enough for me. 

La^ Smarts What t is this pigeon left for manners ? 
colonel, shall I send you the legs and rump ?' • 

CM. Madam, I could not eat a bit more, if the house 
was full. 

' Ld. Smart, [carving a partridge.] Well : one may 
ride to Bumford upon this knife, it is «o UVxxiK. 
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Lady Ansrv. My lord, I beg your pardoo ; but they 
say, au ill workman never had good tools. 

Ijd. Smart. Will your lordsbip have a wing of it ? 

Tjd. Sparkisk, No, my lord ; I love the wing of an ox 
a great deal belter. 

Ld. Smart, Vm always cold after eating. 

Cd, My lord, they say, that's a sign of long life. 

IaL Stnart. Ay ; I believe I shall live till all my 
friends are weary of me. 

Col, Pray, does any body here hate cheese ? I would 
be glad of a bit. 

Ld, Smart, An odd kind of fellow dined with roe 
t'^other day ; and when the cheese came up upon the 
table, he pretended to faint ; so somebody said, Praj 
take away the cheese; No, ssud I ; pray, take away 
the fool : said I well ? 

Here a loud and large laugh, 

CoL Faith, my lord, you served the coxcomb right 
enoi^h ; and therefore I wish we had a bit of your 
lordship's Oxfordshire cheese. 

Ld. Smart. Come, hang saving ; bring us up a ha'- 
p'orth of cheese. 

Lady Answ. They say, cheese digests every thing 
but itself. 

A Footman brings a great whole cheese. 

Ld. Spari:ish. Ay ; this would look handsome, if 
any body should come in. 

Sir John, Well 5 I'm weily brosten, as they sayn 'ia 
Lancashirer 

V ■ ■ ■ 

Lath/ Smart. O ! Sir John ; I wou'd I had some- 
thing tobrost you withal. 
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Ld. Smart. Come, tbey tsay, 'tis merry ia the hall 
-when beards wag aH. 

Lady Smart. Miss, shall I help you to some cheese, 
or will you carre for yourself ? 

JVeverout. I'll hold fifty pouods, miss won't cut the 
cheese. 

Miss. Pray, why so, Mr. Neverout ? 

Neveraut. O, there is a reason, and you know it well 
enough. 

Miss. I can't for my life understand what the gentle- 
man means. 

Ld. Smart. Pray, Tom, change the discourse: io 
troth you are too bad. 

Col. [whispers JSfeverout.^ Smoke miss ; faith, you 
have made her fret like gum taffeta. 

Lady Smart. Well, huU miss, (hold your tongu^ 
Mr. Neverout) shall I <;ut you a piece of cheese ? 

Miss* No, really, madam ^ I have dined this half 
liour. 

La^ Smarf. Whati quick at meat, quick at work, 
they 4Bay. 

Sir John nod*. 

Ld. Smart. What! are you sleepy, Sir John ? doyoa 
sleep after dinner? 

Sir John. Yes, faith ^ I sometimes take a nap after 
my pipe; for when the belly is full, the bones would be 
at rest. 

Lady Smart. Come^^olondi^ help yourself andyoilr 
friends will love you the better. [To Lady Answ.} 
Madam, your ladys$^p eM nothing. 

Lady Ansm. Ii^$' madam, I have fed like a farmer: 
I shall grow as (at?^ a porpoise; I swear, my jaws ai% 
weary of chewing; 

^OL. xxn. «t 
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Cd. I have a miud to eat a piece of that sfurgcoo, 
but fear it will make me sick. 

Neverout A rare soldier iudeed ! let it alone, and I 
varraot it won't hurt you. 

Col. Well; it would vex a dog to see a pudding 
creep* 

Sir John rises. 

Ld» Stnart, Sir John, what are you doing ? 

Sir John. Swoiks, I must be going, by'r lady ; I have 
earnest business; I must do as the beggars do, go away 
when I have got enough. 

Ld. Smart. Well; but staj till this bottle's out; 
you know, the man was hang'd that left his liquor 
behind him : and besides, a cup in the pate is a mile 
ib the gate ; and a spur in the head is worth two in the 
heel. 

Sir John. Come then; one brimmer to all your 
healths. {The footman gives him a glass hafffuU,'} 
Pray, friend, what was the rest of this glass made for? 
an inch at tlie top, friend, is worth two at the bottom. 
[He gets dhimmer^ and drinks it off.'] Well, there's no 
deceit in a brimmer, and there's no false Latin in this; 
your wine is excellent good, so I thank you for the next. 
Tor I am sure of this : madam, has your ladyship any 
commands in Derbyshire ? I must go fifteen miles to- 
night. 

Lady Smart. None, Sir John, but to take C9re of 
yourself; and my most humble service to your lady un- 
known. 

Sir John, Well, madam, I can but love and thank 
you. 

Lady Stnart. Here, bring water to wash ; though real- 
fy, you have all eaten so little^ that you have not need 
o wash your mouths. 
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^Ld. Smart But prithee, Sir John, stay a while 
longer. 

Sir John. No, my lord ; I am to smoke a pipe with a 
friend before I leave the town. 

Col. Why, Sir John, bad not you better set out to- 
morrow ? 

Sir John. Colonel, you forget to-morrow is Sunday. 

Col. Now I always love to begin a journey on Sun- 
days, because I shall have the prayers of the church, to 
preserve all that travel by land, or by water. 

Sir John. Well, colonel ; thou art a mad fellow to 
make a priest of. 

JS/evermd. Fie, Sir John, do you take tobacco ? How 
can you make a chimney of your mouth ? 

Sir John, [to Nevermt'] What ! you don't smoke, I 
warrant you, but you smock. (Ladies, I beg your par- 
don.) Colonel, do you uever smoke ? 

Col. No, Sir John ; but I take a pipe sometimes. 

Sir John. I'faith, one of your finical Loudon blades 
dined with me last year in Derbyshire ; so after dinner, 
I took a pipe ; so my gentleman turned away his head : 
so, said I, what, su', do you never smoke ? so, he an<- 
swered as you do, colonel ; no, but I sometimes take a 
pipe : so he took a pipe in his handj and fiddled with it 
till he broke it : so, said I, pray, sir, can you make a 
pipe ? so, he said, no ; so, said I, why then, sir, if yoa 
canH make a pipe, you should not break a pipe ; so, we 
aM laughM. 

Ld. Smart Well ; but. Sir John, they say, that the 
coiTiiption of pipes is the generation of stoppers. 

Sir John. Colonel, I hear you go sometimes to D^ 
byshire ; I wish you would come and foul a plate with 
me. 

Col. I hope you will give me a soldier'^ bottle. 
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Shr John, Come, and try. Mr. Neverout, you are 
m towD wit ; caa you tell me what kind of herb is to- 
bacco? 

Jftvcrmd. Why, an Indian herb, Sir John. 

3kr John. No, 'tis a pot-herb : and so heroes t'ye in a 
pot of my lord's October. 

J^ufy Snutrt. 1 hear, Sir John, since you are married, 
jou have foreswore the town. 

Sir JiJm. No, madam ; I never forswore any thing 
but the building of churches. 

JLadkf Smart. Well; but. Sir John, when may we 
hope to see you again in London ? 

Sir John. Why, madam, not till the ducks have eat 
up the dirt, as the children say. 

Neverout Come, Sir John : I foresee it will rain tei*- 
ribly. 

I^adi/ Smart. Come, Sir John, do nothing rashly ; 
let us drink fii-st. 

Ld. Sparkish. I knotr- Sir John will go, though he 
was sure it would rain cats and dogs : but pray stay, 
Sir John ; you'll be time enough to go to bed by candle^ «,, 
light "^ 

Ld. Smart. Why, Sir John, If you must needs go; 
while you stay, make use of your time : here's my ser- 
vice to you, a health to our friends in Derbyshire : 
come, sit down 4 let us put off the «vil hour as long as 
we can. 

Sir John. Faith, I could xu^ drink « drop more tf 
the house was full. 
. Col. Why, Sir John, you used to lov€ a glass of good 
wine in former tijnes. 

Sir John. Why, so I do,still^ colonel ; but a man may 
love his house very well, without riding on the ridge; 
besidesy I must be with my wife on Tuesday, or there 
will be the devil and a\\ lo ^7. 



DIALOGUE 11. 849 

Col Well, if you go to-day, I wish you may be wet 
to the skin. 

Sir John. Ay ; but they say the prayers of the wick- 
ed woo't prevail. 

Sir John takes le(h>e, and goes aa/vay. 

Lord Smart Well, miss, how do you like Sir John ? 

Miss. Why, I think he's a little upon the silly, or 
so : I believe he has not all the wit in the world : but 
I don't pretend to be a judge. 

Neverout. Faith, f believe he was bred at Hog's 
T^oi'ton, where the pigs play upon the organs. 

Ld. Sparkish. Why, Tom, I thought you and he were 
hand and glove. 

Neverout. Faiih, he shall have a clean threshold for 
me ; I never darkened his door in my life, neither in 
lowu nor country 5 but he's a queer old duke, by^ my 
conscience ; and yet, after all, I take him to be morCt 
knave than fool. 

Lady Smart. Well, come ; a man's a man, if he has 
but a nose on his face. 

Col. I was once with him and some other company 
over a bottle ; aod^ egad, he fell asleep, and snor'd so 
hard, that we thought he was driving his hogs to market. 

Neverout Why, what ! you can have no more of a 
cat than her skin ; you can't make a silk purse out of a ' 
sow's ear. 

Ld. Sparkish. Well, since he's gone, the devil go with ' 
him and sixpence \ and there's money and company 
too. 

M'evero^it. Faith, he's a true country' put. Pray, 
miss, let me ask you a question ? 

Miss. Well ; but don't ask questions with a dirty 
face; I warrant, what you have to say ycVJLteK^^j^'S.. 
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CoL Cone, my lord, against you aie disposed : herefs 
to all that love and honour joa. 

JLi. SparUsh. Aj, that was always Dick Nimble's 
health. I'm sure you know he*s dead. 

Cd. Dead ! well, my lord, you love to be a messen- 
ger of ill news : I'm heartily sorry ; but, my lord, we 
must all die. 

Neveraui. I knew him very well : but, pray, how 
came he to die ? 

Miss. There's a question ? you talk like a podcaiy : 
why, because he could live no longer. 

JVeveraut. Well; rest his soul : we nkust lire by the 
living, and not by the dead. 

Ld. Sparkish. Tou know, his house was burnt down 
to the ground. 

CoL Tes ; it was in the news. Why, fire and water 
are good servants, but they are veiy bad masters. 

JLady Smart. Here, take away, and set down a bot- 
He of burgundy. Ladies, you'il stay and drink a glass 
of wine before you go to your tea. 

AU taken away^ and the wine set downy ixi 

Miss gives Neveraui a smart pinch. 

Neveraut. Lord, miss, what d'ye mean ? d'ye think I 
have no feeling ? 

Miss. I'm forc'd to pinch, for the times are hard. 

Neverout. [giving miss a pinch.] Take that, miss ; 
what's sauce for a goose is sauce for a gander. 

Miss, [screaming.'] Well, Mr. Neverout, that shall 
neither go to Heaven nor Hell with you. 

Neverout [takes ndss by the hand.] Come, n^iss, let 
us lay all quarrels aside, and be friends. 

Mm» JOon't be so teasing: you plague a body sof 
C9a^t you keep your filthy Viaada V^ ^oi^^ffXl'^ 
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Never&ut> Pray, miss, where did you get that pick- 
tooth case ? 

Miss. I came hoqestly by it. 

NeverouL I'm sore it was mine, for I lost just such a 
one ; Day, I dooH tell you a lie. 

Miss. No ; if you lie, it is much. 

NeverouL Well ; I'm sure 'tis mine. 

Miss. What ! you think every thing is yours, but a 
little the king has. 

NeverouL Colonel, you have ^eea my fine pick-tooth 
case; donH you think this is the very same ? 

CoL Indeed, miss, it is very like it. 

Miss. Ay ; what he says, you'll swear. 

JS/everouL Well ; but I'll prove it to be mine. 

Miss. Ay; do if you can. 

NeverouL Why i what's yours is mine, and what's 
mine is my own. 

Miss. Well, run on till you're weary ; nobody holds 
ypu. 

Neverout gapes. 

CoL What, Mr. Neverout, do you gape for prefer- 
ment ? 

MverouL Faith, I may gape long enough, before it 
falls into my mouth. 

Lady SmarL Mr. Neverout, my lord and I intend to 
beat up your quarters one of these days : I hear yoii 
live high. 

Neverout. Yes, faith, madam ; I live high, and lodge 
in a garret. 

CoL But, miss, I forgot to tell you, that Mr. Never- 
out got the devilishest fajl in the park to-day. 

Miss. I hope he did not hurt the ground : but how 
was it, Mr. Neverout? I wish I had been Ihete <$s 
laiifb. 



352 POLITE CONVERSATION. 

Niveraut Why, madam, it W9ffi a place ivhare a 
cuckold had been buried, and eae of hit boms sticking 
out, 1 happened to stumble against it ; that waa all. 

Ladi/ Smart, Ladies, let us leave the gentlemen to 
tbemselyes; I think it is time to go to our tea. 

Lady Ansn jond Miss. My locds aadgentlemeU} your 
moat humble servant 

Ld. Smart, Well, ladies, veil wail oa 7011 an houx 
hence. 

Tlie Oenilimen aUme. 

Ld Sinart, Come, John, bring us a fresh- bottle. 

CoL Aj, my lord ; and pray, let him, carry oflf the 
dead men, as we say in the army. 

[Meanmg the emph/i hcUles.] 

Ijd. Sforkish, Air. Neverout, pray, is not that bottle 
full? 

Neverout, Yes, my lord ; full of emptiuesa. 

Ld, Smart, And, d'ye hear, John, bring clean glasses. 

Col, I'll keep mine ; for, I think, wine is the fiei^t 
liquor to wash glasses in. 
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The ladies at their tea. 

Lady Smart 

Well, ladies; now let us have a cup of discouise te 
ourselves. 

^a^ Answ. What do think of your friend. Sir John 
Speudall ? 
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Lady Smart. Whjr, madam, 'tis happy for him that 
his father was born before him. 

Miss. They say he makes a very ill husband to my 
lady. 

Lath/ Answ. But he must be allowed to be the fond^ 
est father in the world. 

Lady Smart, Ay, madam, that's true ; for they say 
the devil is kind to his own. 

Miss. I am told, my lady manages him to admura^ 
tion. 

Lady Smart. That I believe, for she's as cunning a(B 
a dead pig, but not half so honest. 

Lady Answ. They say, she's quite a sti'anger to all 
his gallantries. 

Laefy Smart. Not at all ; but you know, there's none 
so blind as they that won't see. 

Miss. O, madam, I am told, she watches him as a cat 
would watch a mouse. 

Iki^ Answ. Well, if she beu't foully belied, she pays 
liim in his own coin. 

Lady Smart. Madam, I fancy I know your thoughts^ 
as well as if I were within you. 

Lath/ Answ. Madam, I was t'other day in company 
with Mrs. Clatter; I find she gives herself airs of being 
acquainted with your ladyship. 

Miss. O ! the hideou» creature i did you observe her 
Bails? they were long ^ough to scratch her granuum 
out of her grave. 

Ijody Smart. Well, she and Tom Gosling were bang- 
ing compliments backward and forward : it look'd like 
two asses scrubbing one another. 

Miss. Ay, claw me, and I'll claw you : but, pray, ma- 
dam, who were the company ? 

Lady Smart. Why there was all the vi^vV^ «!Qki^\S&. 
wife; there was Mrs, Clatter, L»^d^ SSssgisX^i^^'t v»asvNw«. 

Q 2 
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i»f Talkham^ (I ebould have oamed her firet) Tom Gos- 
ling, and some otbere, whom I have forgot 

Jjady Amnv. I ihink the couotess is very sickly. 

iMdy Smart. Yes, madam, she'll never scratch a graj 
head, I promise her. 

Miss, And, pray, what was your conversation ? 

LaA^ Stnart. Why, Mrs. Clatter had all the talk to 
herself, and was perpetnally complaifiing: of her misfor- 
tunes. 

Lacfy Ansjv. She brought her husband ten thousand 
pounds : she has a town-house and country-house r would 
the woman have her a — hung with pomts T 

Lady Smart, She would fain be at the top of the 
hmue before the stairs are built. 

Miss. Well, comparisons are odious; but she's as like 
liar husband as if she were spit out of his mouth ; as like 
as oue egg is to another : pray, how was she dreet ? 

Latb^ Smart Why, she was as fine at fi'pencc; but^ 
truly, I thought there was more cost than worship. 

Lady Answ, I don't know her hui^and : pray, what 
is be? 

Latfy Smart, Why, he's a counsellor of the law ; yoa 
must know he came to us as drunk as David's sow. 

Miss. What kind of creature is he? 

Lady Smart. Tou must know, the man and his wife 
are coupled like rabbits, a fat and a lean ; he's as fat as 
a porpus, and she's one of Pharaph's lean kine : the la- 
dies and Tom GosHng were propo: ing a party at quad- 
rille, but he refus'd to make one ; Damn yotur cards, said 
he, they are the devil's books. 

Lath^ Anstv. A dull, itmnannerly brute t well, God 
send him mm*e wit, and me more money. 

Jft^. Lord ! madam, I wouKl not keep such compa- 
iff fw the world. 
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Lady Smart. O mifls, 'tis nothing when 70U are used 
to it : besideg, 70U know, for want of company welcome 
trumperj. 

Miss. Did jour ladyship play ? 

Lady Smart. Yes, and won ; so I came ofT with fid- 
dler's fare, meat, drink, and money. 

Lady Ansn. Ay ; what says Pluck ? 

Miss. Well, my elfoow itches; I shall change bedfel- 
lows. 

Lady Smart, And my right hand itches ; I shaH re- 
ceire money. 

Lady Answ. And roj right eye itches ; I shall crj. 

La^ Smart. Miss, I hear your friend mistress Giddjr- 
has discarded Dick Shuttle : pray, has she got anotbet 
lover ? 

Miss, I bear of none; 

Lady Smart. Why, the fellow's rich, and I think she 
was a fool to throw out her dirty water before she got 
clean. 

Lady Ansrv. Miss, that's a very handsome gown of 
yours, and finely made ; very genteel. 

Miss, I am glad your ladyship likes it. 

Lady Answ. Your lover will be in raptures; it be- 
comes you admirably. 

Miss, Ay ; I assure you I won't take it as I have 
done; if this won't fetch him, the devil fetch biniy 

say I. 

Lady Smart, [to LaA^ Answ.] Pray, madam, when 
did you see Sir Peter Muckworm ? 

Lady Answ. Not this fortnight ; I hear he's laid up 
with the gout. 

La^ Smart. What does he do for it ? 

Lady Answ, I hear he's weary of doctoring it, and 
BOW makes use of nothing but palleDtc^ «q!\9asis^ 
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Miss, Pray bow does he tnd my lady agree ? 

ZaA^ Answ, You know he loves her as the devil 
loves holy water. 

Miss. They say, she plays deep with sharpers, that 
cheat her of her money. 

LaA^ Answ. Upon my word, they must rise early 
that would cheat her of her money ; sharp^s the word 
with her ; diamonds cut diamonds. 

Miss. Well, but I was assured from a good hand, that 
she lost at one sitting to the tune of a hundred guineas; 
make money of that. 

Lady Smart, Well, but do you hear that Mrs. Plump 
18 brought to bed at last ? 

Miss. And pray, what has God sent her ? 

Lady Smart. Why, guess if you can. 

Miss. A boy, I suppose. 

LiUfy Smart. IS'o, you are out ; guess again* 

Miss. A girl then. 

Lady Smart. You have hit it; I believe you are a 
witch. 

Miss. O madam, the gentlemen say, all fine ladies are 
witches ; but I pretend to no such thing. 

Lady Ansm. Well, she had good luck to draw Tom 
I^ump into wedlock; she ris' with her a — upwards. 

I^s. Fie, madam ; what do you mean ? 

Lady Smart. O miss, 'tis nothing what we say amoog 
ourselves. 

: ^&ss. Ay, madam ; but they say, hedged have eyes, 
and walls have ears. 

Lady Answ. Well, miss^ I can't help it; you know, 
I'm old Telltruth ; I love to call a spade a spade. 

Lady Smart, {mistakes the teatongsfor the spo<m.] 
What ! I think my wits are a wool-gatherin? to^ay. 
^£$1^. Why, madaiD) \\\ec« "w^s but a right and a 
wrong. 
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l,ady Smart. Miss, I hear that yoa aud Lady Cou- 
pler are as great as cup and cao. 

Ladi^ Answ, Ay^ miss, as great as the devil and the 
earl of Kent. 

JLady SmarL Nay, I am told you meet together with 
as much foVe as there is between the 6ld cow and the 
haystack. 

Miss. I own I love her very well ; but there's diflfer* 
ence between staring and stark mad. 

Latfy Smart. They say, she begins to grow fat. 

Miss. Fat ! ay, fat as a hen in the forehead. 

Ladi/ Smart. Indeed, Lady Answerall (pray foigive 
me) I think your ladyship looks thinner than when I 
saw you last. 

Miss. Indeed, madam, I think not ; but your lady- 
ship is one of Job's comforters. 

JLa^ Ansm. Well, no matter how I look ; I am 
bought and sold : but really, miss, you are so very obr 
liging, that I wish I were a handsome young lord for 
your sake. 

Miss. O madam, your love's a million. 

Lajdy Smart, \to Lady Answ^ Madam, will youv 
ladyship let me wait on you to the play to-morrow ? 

JLady Answ. Madam, it becomes me to wait on your 
ladyship. 

Miss. What, then, I'mtum'd out for a wrangler ? 

The getUlemen come in to the ladies to drink tea, 

jdiss. Mr. Neverout, we wanted you s^dly; you 
are always out of the way when you should be hang'd. 

Neverwt. You wanted me ! pray, miss, how do you 
look when you lie ? 

Miss, Better than you.when you cry. Manners in*- 
deed t I ftnd you mend like sour ale in «\»fi2a»x. 
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NevermtL I beg your ptrdoo, idisb; I oolj meaDt, 
when 70U lie alone. 

Miss. That's well turo'd ; one turn more woAld have 
tum'd you down stairs. 

J^€9€rauL Come, miss, be kiod for once, and order roe 
a dish of coffee. 

Miss. Pray, go yourself; let us wear out the oldest : 
besides, I can't go^ for I have a bone in my leg. 

CcL They say, a woman need but look on her apron- 
striog to find an excuse. 

J^evermiL Why, miss, you are grown so peevish, a 
dog would not live with you. 

Miss, Mr. Neverout, I beg your diversion : no of- 
fence, I hope; but truly in a little time you intend to 
make the colonel as bad as yourself; and that's as bad 
as can be. 

Neveraut My lord, donH you think miss improves 
wonderfully of late ? why, miss, if I spoil the colonel, I 
hope you will use him as you do me; for you know, 
love me, love my dog. 

CoL How's that, Tom ? Say that again : why, if I 
am a dog, shak^ hands, brother. 

Here a great, laud, long laugh. 

Ld. Smart. But pray, gentlemen, why always so se- 
vere upon poior miss ? on my conscience, colonel and 
Tom Keverout, one of you two are both knaves. 

Cd. My Lady Auswerall, I intend to do myself the 
honour of dining with your ladydiip to-morrow. 

lid. Ansrv. Ay, colonel, do if you can. 

Miss. I'm sure you'll be glad to be welcome. 

CoL Miss, I thank you; and to reward you, I'll 
come and drink tea with you in the mcnroing. 

Miss. Colonel, theit'a two words tp that bargain. 
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Col \toLady Smart.'] Your ladyship has a very fine 
watch ; well may you wear it. 

Lady Smart. It is none of mioe, colonel. 

CoZ, Pray, whose is it then ? 

Lady Smart. Why, 'tis my lord's ; for they say a 
married woman has nothing of her own, but her wedding- 
ring and her hair-lace : but if women had been the law 
makers it would have been better. 

Col, This watch seems to be quite new. 

La^ Smart. No, sir; it has been twenty years iB 
my l(»rd's family ; but Quare put a new case and dial 
plate to it. 

Neverout. Why, that's for all the world like the 
man, who swore he kept the same knife forty years^ 
only he sometimes changed the haft, and sometimes the 
blade. 

Ld. ^mart. Well, Tom, to give the devil his dticii 
tkoujort a right woman's man. 

C^&. Odd so! I have broke the binge of mf ^SSOSt 
box ; I'm undone beside the loss. 

iMtJ«$; -Alack-a-day, colonel! I vow I had rather 
havefa^pd forty shillings. 

NfikraUt. Why, colonel ; all that I can say to com- 
fort y^<Ht,i8, that you must mend it with a new one. 

Miss laughs. 

Col. What, miss ! you can't laugh, but you must show 
your teeth. 

Miss. I'm sure you show your teeth when you can't 
bite : well, thus it must be if we sell ale, 

Neverout. Miss, you smell very sweet ; I hope you 
don't carry perfumes. 

Miss. Perfumes ! No, sir ; I'd have you to know, it 
IB nothing but the grain of my skio^ 
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CoL Tom, you Iiave a g€fod Dose to make a poor man's 
•ow. 

Ltd. Sparkish. So, ladies aod geDtlemensmethinksj-ou 
are very witty upon one another : come, box it about; 
'twill come to my father at last. 

CoL Why, ray lord, you see miss has no mercy; I 
wish she were married ; but I doubt the gray mare 
would prove the better horse. 

Miaa. Well, God forgive you for that wish. 

Ld, Sparkish, IS'ever fear him, miss. 

Miss. What, my lord, do you think I was bom in a 
wood, to be afraid of an owl ? 

Ld Smart, What have you to say to that, colonel ? 

J^everout, O, my lord, my friend the colonel scorns 
to set his wit against a child. 

Miaa, Scornful dogs will eat dirty puddings. 

Col. Well, miss ; they say, a woman's tongue is the 
last thing about her that dies; therefore tel's kiss ajul be 
friends. 

Miss. Hands off! that's meat for yoiu* master. 

Ld. Sparkish, Faith, colonel, you are for ale and 
cakes : but after all, miss, you are too severe ; you would 
not meddle with your match. 

Miss. All they can say goe» io at one ear and put 
at t'other for me, J can assiu^e you : only I wish they 
would be quiet, and let me drink my tea. 

JVevercut. What ! I warrant you think all is lost that 
goes l>eside your own mouth. 

Miss. Pray, Mr. Neverout, hold your tongue for 
once, if it be possible ; one would think you were a wo- 
man in man's clothes by your prating. 

JVeverout. No, miss; it is not handsome to see one 
hold one's tongue : besides, 1 should slobber my fingers. 

Col. Miss, did you ue^et liear^ that three women and 
agooae are enough to m^ike ^mv^Y^V^ 
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Miss. Vm sure, if Mr. Neverout or you were among 
them, it would make a fair. 

Footman comes in. 

Lady Smart Here, take away the tea-tahle, and 
bring up candies. 

Ladi^ Answ. O madam, do candles yet, I beseech 
jou ; don't let us burn daylight. 

JSTeverout. I dare swear, miss for her part win never 
burn daylight, if she can help it. 

Miss, Lord, Mr. Neverout, one can'^t hear one's owb 
cars for you. 

Lady Smart Indeed, madam, it is blindman's holi- 
day ; we shall soon be all of a colour. 

JVeverout Why then, miss, we may kiss where we 
Sike best 

Miss, Fogh ! these men talk of nothing but kiss- 
ing. [She spiU. 

Neveroid, What, miss, does it make your mouth Wa- 
ter ? 

Ladi^ Smart, It is as good be in the dark as without 
light ; therefore pray bring in candles : they say, womea 
and linen show best by candlelight : come, gentlemen, 
are you for a^parW at quadrille ? 

iCol. I'll msite one wjith yon three ladies. 

La^ Ansm. I'll sit down, kfid be a stander by« 

Lady Smart, [to La^ Ansrv,^ Madam, does your 
ladyship never f^ay ? 

Coi^ Tes ; I suppose her ladyship plays sometimes 
for an egg at Easter. 

Neverout Ay; and a kiss at Christmas. 

Lady Answ, Come, Mr. Neverout, hold your tongue, 
jtnd mind your koitting^ 
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Neverout. With all my heart ; kiss my wife, and wel- 
come. 

Tlu Colanelj Mr. Nevcrauty Lady Smarts and Miss, go 
to quadriUiy and sit there tUl three in the merning. 

They rite from cards. 

Lady Smart. Well, miss, you'll have a sad husband, 
you have such good luck at cards. 

Neverout. Indeed, miss, you dealt me sad cards ; if 
you deal so ill by your friends, what will you do with 
your enemies. 

Ladt/ Ansn. I'm sure 'tis time for honest folks to be 
d)ed. 

Jfm. Indeed my eyes draw straws. 

Sh£s almost asleep. 

Neverout. Why, miss, if you fall asleep, somebody 
may get a pair of gloves. 

Col. I'm going to the land of Nod. 

jYeverout. Faith, I'm for Bedfordshire. 

Lady Smart. I'm sure I shall sleep without rock- 
ipg. 

Neverout. Miss, I hope you'll dream of your sweet- 
heart. 

Miaa. O, no doubt of it. I believe I shan't be able 
to sleep for dreaming of him. 

Col. [To Miss.] Madam, shall I have the honour to 
escort you ? 

Miss. No, colonel, I thank you ; my mamma has seat 
her chair and footmen. Well, my Lady Smart, I'll 
give you revenge whenever you please. 



DIALOGUE III. S6S 

Footman cofnes in. 
JP'Hftman. Madam, the chairs are wailing. 

They all take tXeir chairs and go cff\ 



END OF THE TWENTY- SECOND TOLUJdfl. 
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